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This has been a sad month for Passport Magazine. Our Editor, John Bonar, has been in 
the hospital for some time now, and all of us are hoping that he will make a full and 
complete recovery. Our thoughts are with him and his family.

Many of our readers will be going back home for Christmas and New Year, but if you are 
staying here for the holidays, Moscow has plenty of ways in which to celebrate the festive 
season. Our ‘Christmas in Moscow’ section gives you some ideas about where are the best 
places to party, what party food Russians like to put on their New Year table, and how to 
make your party go with a bang, with fireworks and magicians. Also, Christmas would not 
be Christmas without The Nutcracker, and we have the dates and places when and where 
this favourite ballet is being performed.
Moscow, apparently, has the highest number of billionaires in any city in the world. If you 
have an oligarch on your Christmas shopping list, then we are sure that you will need to 
read our article, ‘For the Oligarch Who Has Everything.’ If you don’t happen to have four 
million dollars to spend on making him happy, we came up with something for four dollars 
which, we think, he will like just as much.
We travel this month to one of Russia’s oldest cities, Veliky Novgorod, which has a kremlin 
(fortress) not quite as famous as our Moscow Kremlin, but nevertheless well worth a visit. 
Business is booming in Moscow, and our Business Section brings you up to date with some 
of the most interesting people and events in the capital. We interview Patrick (‘Paddy’) 
O’Dolan, the man who can rightly claim to have brought Wi-Fi to Moscow. We ‘walked the 
walk,’ and now we can tell you what we think about Evropeisky Mall, which opened re-
cently. Evropeisky  is the largest in-town shopping mall in the world, and we have the sore 
feet to show for it.
In our Wine and Dine section, we review Bon restaurant, described by its designer Philippe 
Starck, as a “dark shrine to the Moscow excesses of sex, violence and food.” You can read 
for yourself in our ‘Bonfire of the Vanities’ what we think about all this scandal. Back to the 
subject of Christmas and New Year; our wine editor, Charles Borden, gives you his recom-
mendations about which wines to be drinking for the holiday.
We give The Last Word to Rainer Sigg, executive chef at the Hotel Baltschug Kempinski 
Moscow, who has cooked food for some of Moscow’s most interesting visitors; Bill and Hill-
ary Clinton, and Michael Jackson included; we would love to know what they ordered.

John Ortega
Owner and Publisher
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1 DeceMber
Jazz
Philipp weiss (vocal, Germany), Daniil Kramer Trio
Le cLuB   20:00
PianO Music
Alexandre Dossin (Brazil), Ivari Ilja (Estonia), Yulia 
Stadler, Yelena Tarasova, Ahn Mee-Hyun (Republic 
of Korea), Ramzi Yassa (Egypt), Natalya Zlobina, 
Hisako Nagayoshi (Japan), An na Peletsis performing 
Taneyev, Rachmaninov, Gounot, Liszt, Chopin, Tubin, 
Dutilleux
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
rOcK
Andrey Makarevich, Artyom Belov, Levan Lomidze 
and Blues Cousins
TsdKh   19:00
OPera
Donizetti Rita, ou Le mari battu
HeLiKON-�   19:00
Jazz
Nilda Fernandez
PAVeL sLOBOdKiN ceNTRe   20:00
rOcK
Tanzy Minus
sTseNA ART cLuB   22:00
tennis
Davis Cup Final. Russia vs Argentina
OLiMPiisKy sPORT cOMPLex
through december 3
DraMa
NET 8th International Theatre Festival. 
Dreamthinkspeak group (UK) performing Don’t 
Look Back
PROJecT_FABRiKA ART ceNTRe   19:00
Through december 3
DraMa
NET 8th International Theatre Festival. 
Coda performed by Theatre du Radeau, odeon-The-
atre de l’Europe, Festival d’Automne (France)
ViNzAVOd ceNTRe OF cONTeMPORARy ART   20:00
also on december 2 at   16:00 and 20:00
december 3 at    18:00 and 20:00
december 4 at    20:00

filM
Death of a President screened
cHeKHOV cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   19:30
exhibitiOn
Exhibition of antique Christmas decorations from the 
collections of Kim Balaschak
MeGA KHiMKi
Yelena Balashova and Alla Pribytkova
MeGA TyOPLy sTAN
Sergey Beloglazov
MeGA BeLAyA dAcHA
Through January �5

2 DeceMber

classical Music
Svetlanov Russian State Academic orchestra, 
Mark Gorenshtein (conductor), Aleksandr Rudin 
(cello), Denis Matsuyev (piano) performing Mozart 
Serenade for Eight winds, Haydn Concerto for cello 
and orchestra, Prokofiev Concerto №3 for piano and 
orchestra, Schoenberg Transfigured Night
TcHAiKOVKsy cONceRT HALL   19:00
DraMa
NET 8th International Theatre Festival. 
orpheus performed by Clipa-Theatre (Israel) 
MOssOVeT THeATRe   20:00
Also on december 3
ballet
Bach Concerto Barocco, Tchaikovsky Pas de Deux, 
Stravinsky Agon, Gottschalk Tarantella, Bizet 
Symphony in C
NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00
Also on december 3

Dance
Piazolla Maria de Buenos Aires (operetta) performed 
by Leonardo Granados (vocal, Venezuela), Katie 
Viqueira (vocal, Argentina), Patricio Touceda and Eva 
Lucero (dance, Argentina), Seattle Chamber Players 
(US), Pablo Zinger (conductor, piano, Uruguay)
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
Also on december 3
alternative chansOn
Khoronko-orchestra
�6 TONs   23:00
ballet
Anastasia Volochkova
sTANisLAVsKy ANd 
NeMiROVicH-dANcHeNKO THeATRe   19:00
Also on december 3

auctiOn
Soviet art and graphics
LeONid sHisHKiN GALLeRy   15:00
rOcK
Deti Picasso
cLuB ON BResTsKAyA   22:00
rOcK
Akvarium
iKRA cLuB   21:00

Party
Vladimir Lazerson (bagpipe), Georgy Nikolopulos 
(bagpipe), Aleksandr Anistratov, Shady Glen Scottish 
Dances School at the celebration of St Andrew’s Day
dOM cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   16:00 to 22:00

3 DeceMber
blues
Giya Dzagnidze and Modern Blues Band
JVL ART cLuB   21:00
Also on december �0 and �7
OPera
Verdi Nabucco
NOVAyA OPeRA   19:00
ancient Music
Musica Radicum (St Petersburg) 
playing medieval music
dOM cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   20:00
Jazz
The Cinematic orchestra
TiNKOFF PRiVATe BReWeRy    21:00

4 DeceMber

Jazz
Igor Butman Big Band
Le cLuB   20:00
Also on december ��

classical Music
Russian State Academic Bolshoi Theatre Symphony 
orchestra, Leopold Hager (conductor, Austria), 
Ruth Ziesak (soprano, Germany) performing Mozart 
Symphony №35 (Haffner), Bella mia fiamma, Resta, 
o cara, Aminta’s aria L’amero, saro costante from 
Il re pastore, Non mi dir, bell’idol mio from Don 
Giovanni, Symphony №41
GReAT HALL OF cONseRVATORy   19:00

ethnic Music
Dzhivan Gasparyan and Russian National orchestra
THe sTATe KReMLiN PALAce   19:00

5 DeceMber
classical Music: 
Brahms Trio (Nataliya Rubinshtein, piano; Dmitry 
Vasilyev, violin; Vladimir Balshin, cello), Khibla Gerz-
mava (soprano) performing Shostakovich
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

classical Music
Nizhny Novgorod State Russian Folk orchestra, 
Viktor Kuznetsov (conductor) performing Glinka, 
Abaza, Smetana, Kalinnikov, Rachmaninov, Bibergan, 
Dunayevsky
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
classical Music: 
Russian National orchestra, olga Kern, Pavel 
Nersesyan, Andrey Pisarev, Aleksandr Shtarkman, 
Vadim Rudenko, Nikolay Lugansky, Denis Matsuyev 
performing Liszt, Grieg, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov, 
Prokofiev
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
DraMa
NET 8th International Theatre Festival. Sonya 
performed by New Riga Theatre (Latvia)
MOssOVeT THeATRe   20:00
Also on december 6

6 DeceMber
classical Music
Maksim Fedotov (violin), Svetlanov State Academic 
Symphony orchestra, Mark Gorenshtein (conductor) 
performing Lalo Symphonie Espagnole for violin and 
orchestra, Ravel Tsigane for violin and piano, Poeme 
for violin and orchestra, Saint-Saens Havanaise for 
violin and orchestra, Introduction and Rondo capric-
cioso for violin and orchestra
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

Organ Music
Jeremy Joseph (Austria) performing Frescobaldi, 
Purcell, Bach, Muffat, Buxtehude, Franck, Messiaen.
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00
OPera
Bach The Coffee Cantata
HeLiKON-�   19:00 and 20:30
rOcK
Borsch (Ukraine)
iKRA cLuB   20:00
filM
5th German Film Festival at 35MM
see complete schedule at www.passportmagazine.ru

7 DeceMber

Jazz
Freixenet Jazz Festival
Andrey Kitayev (grand piano)  18:00 to 20:00
Franc Lacy (trombone, vocal, US), Jason Brown 
(drums, US), Arkady ovrutsky (bass guitar), Vladimir 
Nesterenko (grand piano)
Le cLuB   20:30
OPera
Puccinni Turandot
NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00 
Also on december 8
ballet
Love Adagio, Dancing Bach
NeW BALLeT (MOscOW sTATe 
MusicAL THeATRe OF PLAsTic BALLeT)   19:00

8 DeceMber 

classical Music
Petr Aidu playing harpsichord music of the 17th 
century by Rossi, Frescobaldi, Bull, Gibbons, 
Poglietti, Froberger
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe    19:00
Jazz
Freixenet Jazz Festival. Franc Lacy (trombone, vocal, 
US), Jason Brown (drums, US), Arkady ovrutsky 
(bass guitar), Vladimir Nesterenko (grand piano)
Le cLuB   20:00

sOft rOcK
oleg Chubykin
�6 TONs   23:00
classical Music
Moscow Soloists Chamber orchestra, Pyotr Dmi-
triyev (piano) performing Sibelius Quintet for piano, 
two violins, viola and cello, Elgar Quintet for piano, 
two violins, viola and cello, Brahms Quintet for piano, 
two violins, viola and cello
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy    19:00
chOral Music
Turetsky Choir
THe sTATe KReMLiN PALAce   19:00
Also on december 9 and �0    18:00
rOcK
Bi-2 present their new album “Moloko”
APeLsiN cLuB   21:00
technO
Jeff Mills (US) 
B� MAxiMuM   23:00
Party
Infiniti Club celebrating its birthday
iNFiNiTi cLuB   23:00

9 DeceMber
rOcK
Mara
�6 TONs    23:00
ballet
Verdi Falstaff performed by Mariinsky Theatre
stanislavsky and 
NeMiROVicHA-dANcHeNKO THeATRe    19:00
auctiOn
Soviet art and graphics 
LeONid sHisHKiN GALLeRy   15:00
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classical Music
Novaya Rossiya State Symphony orchestra, David 
Stern (US, conductor), Aleksandr Melnikov (piano) 
performing Zoltan Kodaly Dances of Galanta, Bartok 
Concerto №3 for piano and orchestra, Beethoven 
Symphony №7
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
classical Music
The Moscow oratorio Society 
performing Handel Messiah
cATHedRAL OF THe 
iMMAcuLATe cONcePTiON   20:30

blues
Rod Piazza and The Mighty Flyers (US)
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
Jazz
Freixenet Jazz Festival. Franc Lacy (trombone, vocal, 
US), Jason Brown (drums, US), Arkady ovrutsky 
(bass guitar), Vladimir Nesterenko (grand piano)
Le cLuB   20:00

neOcOuntry Music
woven Hand (US)
cLuB ON BResTsKAyA   22:00
OPera
Mozart La finta giardiniera
HeLiKON-�   19:00
Also on december �0
fOlK Dance
Russky Sever (Russian North) State Ensemble 
zOLOTOye KOLTsO THeATRe   19:00

10 DeceMber

classical Music
Freddy Kempf (pianist, UK) 
playing Schumann and Chopin
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
classical Music
Galuppi Il re pastore performed by Moscow Philhar-
monia Ancient Music Academy
RAcHMANiNOV HALL 
OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
classical Music
Moscow Conservatory Chamber orchestra, 
Stanislav Dyachenko performing Mozart Eine kleine 
Nachmusik, Tchaikovsky Serenade for Strings, 
Shostakovich Chamber Symphony, Britten Simple 
Symphony
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
ballet
Vicious-Chaste Baroque
NeW BALLeT (MOscOW sTATe 
MusicAL THeATRe OF PLAsTic BALLeT)   19:00

classical Music
Russia National Philharmonic orchestra, Vladimir 
Spivakov (conductor), Gil Shaham (violin, US) 
performing Beethoven Concerto for violin and 
orchestra, Symphony №7
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00

classical Music
Khibla Gerzmava (soprano), Yekaterina Ganelina 
(piano) performing Prokofiev, Myaskovsky, Ippolitov-
Ivanov, Bibergan
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:30
ballet
Britten The Turn of the Screw
MARiiNsKy THeATRe   19:00
oleg Maskaev vs Peter okhello (Argentina). 
OLiMPiisKy sPORT cOMPLex   20:00
Party
Itsenaiyysyo Festival. Kimmo Pohjonen, Poets of the 
Fall, Circle
iKRA cLuB   19:00
POP
Tatu 
B� MAxiMuM   21:00

11 DeceMber
classical Music
Vilnius String Quartet (Audrone Vainiunaite, violin; 
Arturas Silale, violin; Girdutis Jakaitis, viola; Augus-
tinas Vasiliauskas, cello), Stanislav Igolinsky (piano) 
performing Ciurlionis String Quartet, Schulhoff Five 
Pieces for String Quartet, Dvorak Quintet in A
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

12 DeceMber

classical Music
Rachmaninov Trio, Altenberg Trio (Austria) perform-
ing Mozart, Martin, Brahms
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe    19:00
OPera
Prokofiev The Fiery Angel
NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00
Also on december �3
ballet
Illustrations for Autumn Leisures, musical-poetic play
NeW BALLeT (MOscOW sTATe 
MusicAL THeATRe OF PLAsTic BALLeT)   19:00

13 DeceMber
OPera
Charpentier Acteon
HeLiKON-�   19:00 and 20:30
festival
Chamber orchestra Kremlin presents Christmas 
Kremlin, ��th international Festival Through January 2�
see complete schedule at www.passportmagazine.ru

14 DeceMber
classical Music
Shostakovich Symphony №7 (Leningrad) performed 
by Novaya Rossiya State Symphony orchestra, 
Maksim Shostakovich (conductor)
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

classical Music
Russian National Philharmonic orchestra, Aleksandr 
Lazarev (conductor), Alyona Bayeva (violin) perform-
ing Strauss Concerto for violin and orchestra, 
Domestic Symphony
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
Jazz
Chanda Rule (vocal, US), oleg Butman Trio
Le cLuB   20:00
OPera
Maskats Les Liaisons Dangereuses performed by the 
Latvian National opera
sTANisLAVsKy ANd 
NeMiROVicHA-dANcHeNKO THeATRe   19:00
Also on december �5
cOMic OPera
Shostakovich The Big Lightning
HeLiKON-�   19:00 and 20:30.
hiP-hOP
Malcolm McClaren 
B� MAxiMuM   23:00
ballet
Minkus La bayadere. 
THe NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00

neW acaDeMic Music
Marco Blaauw (trumpet, Netherlands), Helen 
Bledsoe (flute, Netherlands), Aleksei Lapin (piano), 
Studiya Novoi Muzyki Ensemble
dOM cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   20:00
ballet
Mystery – ode to Joy, ballet to the music of 
Beethoven’s Symphony №9
NeW BALLeT (MOscOW sTATe 
MusicAL THeATRe OF PLAsTic BALLeT)   19:00
Also on december 2�

15 DeceMber

classical Music: 
Angela Hewitt (Canada) playing Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Chopin
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

DraMa
BlackSKYwhite Theatre
 performing Astronomy for Insects
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
reggae
5nizza
iKRA cLuB   21:00 
Also on december �6.
Jazz
Nina Dilon singing French popular songs
ceNTRAL HOuse OF JOuRNALisTs   19:30

funK
Timo Maas
B� MAxiMuM   23:00
electrOnic Music
organizm winter Party. Frau Kraushaar (Germany), 
Nova Huta (Germany), Jim Avignon and Neoangin 
(Germany), dj Flashback. 
GOGOL cLuB   21:00

16 DeceMber

Jazz
Shakatak (UK)
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00

classical Music
Moscow Conservatory Symphony orchestra, Leonid 
Nikolayev (conductor), Tigran Alikhanov (piano) 
performing Taneyev Symphony in C minor, Beethoven 
Concerto №3 for piano and orchestra
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
auctiOn
Soviet art and graphics
LeONid sHisHKiN GALLeRy   15:00

Jazz
sergey zhilin and Fonograf-sympho-Jazz in a 
concert “Jungle Bells”
GOLdeN RiNG HOTeL   19:00
ballet
The Latvian National opera 
performing Adam Le corsaire
sTANisLAVsKy ANd 
NeMiROVicHA-dANcHeNKO THeATRe   19:00
Also on december �7
OPera
Verdi Rigoletto. 
NOVAyA OPeRA   19:00
POP
Grace Jones (Jamaica)
B� MAxiMuM   21:00
electrOnic Music
Organizm Winter Afterparty
Jim Avignon and Neoangin (Germany), dj Flashback
OGi PROJecT   23:00
avant-fOlK
Iva Nova (St Petersburg) 
dOM cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   20:00
ballet
Stray Dog Cafe, Romances and Dances
of the beginning of the XXth century
NeW BALLeT (MOscOW sTATe 
MusicAL THeATRe OF PLAsTic BALLeT)   19:00
Also on december 23

17 DeceMber
ballet
The Nutcracker
KReMLiN BALLeT THeATRe   12:00
ballet
Swan Lake
KReMLiN BALLeT THeATRe   19:00
rOcK
Korney
iKRA club   21:00
triP-hOP
Neneh Cherry & The CirKus 
B� MAxiMuM   21:00
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classical Music
Dmitry Bashkirov (piano) playing Haydn, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Chopin, Debussy
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

18 DeceMber

classical Music
Mahler Das Lied von der Erde performed by Rus-
sian State Academic Bolshoi Theatre Symphony 
orchestra, Aleksandr Vedernikov (conductor), Birgit 
Remmert (contralto, Germany), Roman Muravitsky 
(tenor)
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

classical Music
Tatyana Grindenko (violin) 
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

19 DeceMber

Jazz
Dean Brown Trio (US), Dean Brown (guitar, vocal), 
Nick Lazarev (bass guitar), Gene Lake (drums)
Le cLuB   20:00
Also on december 20.
OPera
Prokofiev The Love for Three oranges
THe NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00 
Also on december 20

20 DeceMber
classical Music
Kogan Moscow State Academic Symphony 
orchestra, Derek Han (piano, US), Antonella Malis 
(soprano, Croatia) performing Schumann Manfred, 
Mozart Concerto №24 for piano and orchestra, 
Mahler Symphony №4 for soprano and symphony 
orchestra
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

classical Music
The Vienna Chamber orchestra, ola Rudner (conduc-
tor, Austria) performing Strauss
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00
OPeretta
Strauss Die Fledermaus
HeLiKON-�   19:00

OPera
Mozart The Magic Flute
NOVAyA OPeRA   19:00

21 DeceMber
classical Music
Shostakovich St Petersburg Philharmonia Academic 
Symphony orchestra, Yury Temirkanov (conductor), 
Denis Matsuyev (piano) performing Tchaikovsky 
Concerto №1 for piano and orchestra, Ravel Second 
suite from the ballet Daphnis and Chloe, La valse, 
une poeme choreographique
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

PercussiOns
Mark Pekarsky playing Varese and Jolivet
Rachmaninov Hall of the conservatory   19:00
Jungle Music
Goldie & Mc2shy
B� MAxiMuM    23:00

22 DeceMber
Jazz Music
Igor Butman (saxophone), Russian National 
orchestra, Aleksandr Sladkovsky (conductor), Igor 
Butman’s Big Band
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

Organ Music
Simon Preston (UK) performing popular organ classics
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
classical Music
Shostakovich Quartet (Andrey Shishlov, violin; Ser-
gey Pischugin, violin; Fyodor Belugin, viola; Aleksandr 
Korchagin, cello) performing Shostakovich Quartets 
№13, 14, 15
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

OPera
Puccini Madama Butterfly
sTANisLAVsKy ANd 
NeMiROVicHA-dANcHeNKO THeATRe   19:00
classical Music
Pratum Integrum orchestra performing Pepusch, 
Geminiani, and Handel in a concert “Baroque at 7 
o’Clock”
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00

23 DeceMber

classical Music
Moscow Philharmonia Academic Symphony orches-
tra, Yury Simonov (conductor), Maksim Fedotov 
(violin) performing  Rachmaninov- Respighi Five 
Etudes-Tableaux, Prokofiev Concerto №2 for violin 
and orchestra, Tchaikovsky Symphony №4
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

Jazz
Dawn Tyler watson (vocal, Canada) and Dawn Tyler 
Blues Project (Canada) 
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
OPera
Tchaikovsky Eugene onegin, 
lyrical scenes in two acts
THe NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00
Also on december 24

24 DeceMber
classical Music
Novaya Rossiya State Symphony orchestra, Yury 
Bashmet (conductor), Viktor Tretyakov (violin) 
performing Shostakovich Suite from music to films, 
Concerto №2 for violin and orchestra, Symphony №1
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
Organ Music
Garry Grodberg (organ) playing Bach 25 Chorals
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

rOcK
Animal Jazz
club on Brestskaya   21:00
PercussiOns
Mark Pekarsky Festival 
dOM cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   20:00
Through december 26

25 DeceMber
classical Music
Mariinsky Theatre Symphony orchestra, Valery Ger-
giev (conductor) performing Shostakovich Symphony 
№14 for soprano, bass and orchestra, lyrics by 
Federico Garcia Lorca, Guillaume Apollinaire, Vilgelm 
Kukhelbeker, Rainer Maria Rilke
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
classical Music
Moscow Philharmonia Academic Symphony orches-
tra, Yelena Kononenko (soprano) performing Glinka 
overture and Lyudmila’s Cavatina from the opera 
Ruslan and Lyudmila, Tchaikovsky Iolanta’s arioso 
from the opera Iolanta, Bellini overture, Cavatina 
and Norma’s stretto from the opera Norma; over-
ture, Giulietta’s recitative and romanza from the 
opera I Capuleti e i Montecchi; Verdi Introduction, 
Scene and Violetta’s aria from the opera La traviata 
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

26 DeceMber
classical Music
Gaik Kazazyan (violin), Andery Shibko (piano) per-
forming fantasies on the theme of popular operas
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00

27 DeceMber
classical Music
Denisov The Four Girls performed by Russia State 
Academic Symphony Choir, Gennady Rozhdestvensky 
(conductor), Provincial Dances Yekaterinburg The-
atre, Pokrovsky Moscow State Academic Chamber 
Musical Theatre soloists
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00
aMbient Music
Deutsch Nepal (Sweden)
dOM cuLTuRAL ceNTRe   20:00
classical Music
Shimanovsky Quartet (Germany) performing Haydn, 
Shimanovsky, Schubert
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00

28 DeceMber

classical Music: 
Russian National orchestra, Mikhail Pletnyov (con-
ductor), Isabelle Faust (violin, Germany) performing 
Bach Passacaglia, Dvorak Concerto for violin and 
orchestra, Shostakovich Symphony №7 (Leningrad)
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
Organ Music
Lyudmila Golub (organ), Albert Filozov performing 
Bach Little organ Book (45 Chorale Preludes)
sMALL HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

29 DeceMber
classical Music
Moscow Conservatory Symphony orchestra, Anatoly 
Levin (conductor), Eliso Virsaladze (piano) performing 
Brahms Symphony №2, Concerto for piano and 
orchestra
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00

30 DeceMber
classical Music
Moscow Philharmonia Academic Symphony 
orchestra, Yury Simonov (conductor), Moscow 
Conservatory Chamber Choir, Aleksandr Melnikov 
(piano) performing Mussorgsky Polonaise from the 
opera Boris Godunov, Introduction (Dawn on the 
Moscow River) and Dance of the Persian Slaves 
from the opera Khovanshchina, Balakirev Islamey: 
an oriental Fantasy, Rachmaninov Rhapsody on a 
Theme of Paganini for piano and orchestra, Three 
Russian Songs for choir and orchestra, Borodin 
Symphony №1
GReAT HALL OF THe cONseRVATORy   19:00
ballet
Adam Giselle
THe NeW sTAGe OF THe BOLsHOi   19:00
hOuse
David Morales (UK)
B� MAxiMuM   23:00

OPera
Rimsky-Korsakov The Tale of Tsar Saltan
sTANisLAVsKy ANd 
NeMiROVicHA-dANcHeNKO THeATRe   19:00
Dance
Almas del Fuego dancing flamenco. 
TsdKh   19:00

31 DeceMber
classical Music
Yury Bashmet (viola), Novaya Rossiya State 
Symphony orchestra, Moscow Soloists Chamber 
Ensemble, Yury Bashmet (conductor) in a concert 
“Fledermaus II.”
TcHAiKOVsKy cONceRT HALL   19:00

classical Music
Yekaterina Surina (soprano), Charles Castronovo 
(tenor, US), Russia National Philharmonia orchestra, 
Vladimir Spivakov (conductor) performing popular 
opera classics
MOscOW iNTeRNATiONAL 
PeRFORMiNG ARTs ceNTRe   19:00
shOW
Yevgeny Pluschenko, Irina Slutskaya, Tatyana Tot-
myanina, Maksim Marinin in a New Year show
LuzHNiKi sPORT cOMPLex   18:00
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1 nOveMber
OPera
Tchaikovsky Royal Love, or winter Tale 
(opera-bouffe)
sats children’s Musical Theatre 18:00

2 nOveMber
DraMa
Brave Soldier and old Tinder Box
sats children’s Musical Theatre 16:00
PuPPets
Little Hare and His Friends
Moscow Puppet Theatre 10:00
 12:00
 14:00
Also on december �7 10:00
 12:00
clOWns
wanderers
Teresa durova Moscow clowning Theatre
 12:00
 15:00
Also on december 3
OPera
Rimsky-Korsakov The Golden Cockerel
New stage of the Bolshoi 11PM
Also on december 3

3 nOveMber
Musical
Yakushenko wizard of the Emerald City
sats children’s Musical Theatre 12:00
  16:00
PuPPets
Gosling
Moscow Puppet Theatre 10:00
 12:00
Also on december �6 10:00
12:00
 14:00
5 nOveMber
ballet
Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker
sats children’s Musical Theatre 15:00

6 nOveMber
OPera-tale
The Snow Queen
sats children’s Musical Theatre 5:00
Also on december 9 12:00
 16:00

8 nOveMber
OPera
Tchaikovsky Eugene onegin
sats children’s Musical Theatre 18:00
9 nOveMber
PuPPets
Aunt Lusha and Kolobok Vanusha
Moscow Puppet Theatre 10:00
 12:00
 14:00
clOWns
The Return of Aibolit
Teresa durova Moscow clowning Theatre
 12:00
 15:00
Also on december �0  12:00

10 nOveMber
ballet
Thumbelina, plastic ballet to the music of 
Vivaldi Le Quattro Stagioni
New Ballet (Moscow state Musical Theatre 
of Plastic Ballet) 3PM
Also on december 23
ballet
Khachaturian Cipollino
sats children’s Musical Theater 12:00
 16:00
PuPPets
House for Flowers
Moscow Puppet Theatre 10:00
 12:00
 14:00

classical Music
Scholars of Spivakov International Fund in a 
concert “Christmas Miracles”
Moscow international Perfroming Arts 
centre 14:00

23 nOveMber
ballet
Khachaturian Cipollino
sats children’s Musical Theater 12:00
 16:00
classical Music
Scholars of Spivakov International Fund in a 
concert “Christmas Miracles”
Moscow international Perfroming Arts 
centre 14:00
PuPPets
House for Flowers
Moscow Puppet Theatre 10:00
 12:00
 14:00

16 nOveMber

ballet
Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker, Snow Queen to 
the music by Vivaldi
New Ballet (Moscow state Musical Theatre 
of Plastic Ballet) 3PM
ballet
Bluebird of Happiness
sats children’s Musical Theatre 12:00
OPera
The Snow Queen
sats children’s Musical Theatre 14:00
ballet
Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker
New stage of the Bolshoi 12:00
Also on december 3�

17 nOveMber
Musical
yakushenko Princess Frog
sats children’s Musical Theatre 12:00

Musical
chikhachyov Moscow Children’s Musical 
Theatre performing Cinderella based on the 
story by yevgeny schvarts
Moscow international Performing Arts 
centre 14:00

23 nOveMber
OPera-tale
Banevich Twelve Months
sats children’s Musical Theatre 16:00
Also on december 24 and 27  at 12:00

clOWns
Bye-Bye, Khrapelkin! 
Teresa durova Moscow clowning Theatre
 12:00
 15:00
 Also on december 24

24 nOveMber
tale
The Cat’s House
Galina Vishnevskaya Opera centre 15:00

PuPPets
Moscow Puppet Theatre performing 
The Nutcracker
Moscow international Performing Arts 
centre 4:00

25 nOveMber
tale
Sinbad the Sailor
Galina Vishnevskaya Opera centre 15:00
Also on december 26

26 nOveMber
ballet
Snow Queen to the music by Vivaldi
New Ballet (Moscow state Musical Theatre 
of Plastic Ballet) 3PM
ballet
Bluebird of Happiness
sats children’s Musical Theatre 12:00
Also on december 3�

28 nOveMber
Party
New year performance with Father Frost 
and the snow Maiden for kids
New Ballet 
(Moscow state 
Musical Theatre of Plastic Ballet) 3PM
Also on december 27, 28, 29 and 30
Musical
shelygin Neznaika’s Trip
sats children’s Musical Theatre 12:00
Party
New Year’s Celebration (Yolka)
Krylya sovetov sport complex 11:00
 13:30
 16:00
Also on december 29 and 30
Party
New Year’s Celebration (Yolka)
Olimpiisky sport complex 13:00
 16:00
Also on december 29 and 30
OPera-tale
Switch on the Night based on the story by 
Ray Bradbury
Amadei Moscow Musical Theatre 16:00
  8:00

29 nOveMber
Musical
The Tinder Box
sats children’s Musical Theatre 18:00

30 nOveMber
OPeretta
Kulygin Tales of Puss-in-Boots
sats children’s Musical Theatre 12:00

 the Miracle tree

DeceMber 26 thrOugh January 7. 10:00 anD 13:00
MKhaT im. Gorkogo, 22 Tverskoi Blv., M. Pushkinskaya. 203-8773

The Miracle Tree (chudyolka) is not cirque du soleil itself, but neverthe-
less some of its best actors who brought the finest traditions and quality 
standards of the Quebec-based company into Moscow. Add to this, music 
by a renowned children’s composer, Grigory Gladkov, a bit of humour, and 
you will get a New year performance that outshines the rest. All in all, this 
will be a fairy tale that will make you smile, even if you are a ‘grown-up.’
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The Nutcracker ballet by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky is the most popular 
ballet performed at Christmas time 

all over the world, and its devoted admir-
ers include children and adults alike. The 
original story The Nutcracker and the Mouse 
King was written by E.T.A. Hoffman in 1816; 
however, it is a revision of the story by Alex-
ander Dumas from 1844 that was used for 
the ballet. 

Tchaikovsky composed The Nutcracker 
in 1891-1892. He considered it to be one 
of his less successful pieces and was rather 
unsatisfied with it generally. The first per-
formance of the ballet took place 114 years 
ago, on December 6, 1892, at the Mariinsky 
Theatre in St Petersburg. 

One novelty in Tchaikovsky's original 
score was the use of the celesta, a new in-
strument the composer had discovered in 
Paris. He was much taken with this instru-
ment, with its “heavenly sweet sound,” and 
he wrote music for it, for the character of 

the Sugar-Plum Fairy. The celesta appears 
not only in her solo, but also in other pas-
sages in Act II. Tchaikovsky was so taken 
with his discovery, that he was determined 
to keep it a secret until the premiere. When 
he was asked to write a suite of the music 
from the ballet, he made sure that this per-
formance took place as close as possible to 
the first performance of the actual ballet, so 
that nobody would steal his applause.

The ballet has undergone any number 
of revisions since it was first staged; at the 
Mariinsky Theatre, for example, we know 
that the original ballet lasted only some 
ninety minutes.Today, a performance runs 
to two hours forty-five minutes.

We asked our favourite dancers at the Bol-
shoi what do they think of The Nutcracker?

Yelena Andriyenko (who will dance the 
role of Marie) told us: “The Nutcracker is very 
close to my own character. I’m a very open 
and cheerful person, and the ballet is like-
wise very light. It talks about a dream, even 
if the dream might be beyond attainment. I 
can truly call it ‘my’ ballet. 

It appeals to Russian people because they 
have this readiness to believe in something 
better. Life is not always an easy thing, and 
it is the holiday time when you most want 
to watch this performance and believe in 
the fairy tale. You can’t always dance every 
step perfectly, but the music is always per-
fect! Christmas isn’t Christmas without The 

Nutcracker.”
Nikolai Tsiskaridze (who will dance the 

role of the Prince) confessed that he likes 
practically everything about this ballet: “It 
is the best music, the best fairy tale, the best 
dream. While watching it, every child wants 
to grow up and every grown-up wants to 
become a child again. 

As for other countries, in some of them 
every theatre club or society tries to stage 
their own Nutcracker. What is more, some 
dancers earn their living mainly due to this 
ballet: they perform during the holiday sea-
son and afterwards take a break for the rest 
of the year. I believe the only difference in 
perception of The Nutcracker by the Rus-
sians and by foreigners is that for the former 
it is associated with New Year’s and for the 
latter with Christmas.”

the bOlshOi
december 10 19:00
december 16 12:00 and 19:00
december 17 19:00
december 31 12:00 and 19:00

state KreMlin Palace
Kremlin Ballet Theater
december 17 12:00 

sats’ chilDren’s Musical theater
december 5 15:00

MOscOW PuPPet theater
december 24 14:00 

MOscOW internatiOnal 
PerfOrMing arts centre
stanislavsky and Nemirovich-danchenko Theatre soloists 
Fantasy on the theme of The Nutcracker
december 27 18:00
december 28 13:00 and 18:00
december 29 13:00
december 30 13:00 and 18:00
december 31 13:00 and 18:00

If you are coming to Moscow during the Christmas and 

New Year’s holidays, we are sure that you will want to see a 

performance of The Nutcracker. 

The NuTcracker
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anastasia vOlOchKOva
‘i DOn’t regret anything’

some people praise her talent, others say 
that she has no talent whatsoever; everybody 
reads and savours all the scandalous details 
about her professional and private life. What-
ever the truth, she is popular. Here, she is pre-
senting another solo concert with the title, ‘i 
don’t Regret Anything.’ 

The programme will include nineteen numbers 
from both the classical and contemporary rep-
ertoire; the latter set to the music of edith Piaf 
and charles Aznavour. 

Volochkova will be performing by herself, 
and with the Bolshoi soloists Mark Peretokin 
and Rinat Arifulin. For the first time in Moscow 
Volochkova will present three new compositions 
- chopin Spring, Bizet Carmen, with choreog-
raphy by edvald smirnov, and also Nino Rota’s 
Sicilian. 

Editor’s comments: She’s a star.
deceMBeR 2 ANd 3, �9:00
stanislavsky and Nemirovich-danchenko 
Theatre

shaKataK (uK)
Mixing and matching is the essence of their 

existence and their work. it all started at the 
end of the �970s with a unique combination 
of two quite desperate, unsuccessful bands – 
‘Tracks’ and ‘Northern Lights’. Their first track 
Steppin was distributed through a music store 
“Record shack”, and when Polydor Records of-
fered the newly-born band a recording contract, 
the musicians decided to express their gratitude 
to the store through using part of its name. The 
word ‘attack’ was added just for fun and thus 
the name ‘shakatak’ emerged. 

Then they started mixing music styles – funk, 
pop, jazz, and rock. Their debut album ‘driving 
Hard’ became an underground hit of the emerg-
ing British jazz-funk scene. Their next album, 
‘Night Birds’ became a gold one and remained 
in the charts for twenty-eight weeks. shakatak 
combined their recording activity with extensive 
touring and in �982 alone gave a total of �32 
concerts. To this day shakatak is busy releas-
ing albums and touring the world, keeping their 
music diverse and up-to-date.

Editor’s comment: A blast from the past.
deceMBeR �5 ANd �6, �9:00
Moscow international Performing Arts centre

bugs bunny On ice
arOunD the WOrlD in 80 Minutes
Let us introduce you to the Phileas Fogg and 
Passepartout of the 20th century – Bugs Bunny, 
sylvester the cat, Tweety, daffy duck, speedy 
Gonzales and their other Looney Tunes friends. 
They are going on a journey which will to rival 
the original one, both in time and the amount of 
places visited. They will take the young audience 
to countries like Mexico, Australia, india, Brazil 
and even Russia itself. Wherever the charac-
ters go, they explore the local dances, music 
and costumes. The famous Londoner and his 
French companion will join the intrepid travellers 
as well, and will follow them to the culmination 
of the trip – meeting Father Frost and snegu-
rochka on Red square itself. 

Editors comment: 
Ask the children if you can go with them…

deceMBeR 27, �8:00
deceMBeR 28, �4:00 ANd �7:00
deceMBeR 29, �2:00 ANd �5:00

deceMBeR 30, ��:00 ANd �4:00
Luzhniki sport complex
24 Luzhnetskaya Nab., 
M. sportivnaya
788-4646

yevgeny PluschenKO in the shOW On ice
Figure skating has never suffered from a lack 

of popularity in Russia, but this year the inter-
est towards this elegant sport was boosted by a 
series of TV shows; ‘Artists on ice’ being one of 
them. Thanks to the many Russian stars of figure 
skating, you can enjoy a magnificent show on ice 
on New year’s eve. The great yevgeny Pluschen-
ko, who is as much an actor as a sportsman, 
will be skating, together with irina slutskaya, 
Tatyana Totmyanina and Maksim Marinin. 

Editor’s comment: The press release has it 
right: a combination of “ice and flame.” 
deceMBeR 3�, �8:00
Luzhniki sport complex

christMas at the KreMlin
if you’ve always associated the Kremlin with 

politics and machinations, then Misha Rachlevsky 
and his chamber Orchestra Kremlin will offer you 
something completely different. For the eleventh 
year in a row they are inviting first-class musi-
cians from various countries, and have chosen 
wonderful music for a series of concerts held 
in the very heart of the Kremlin - the Armoury 
and the Patriarch’s Palace. Most of the guest 
musicians will be performing in Moscow for the 
first time: sylvia Thereza, pianist from Brazil; 
Linde Brunmayr-Tutz, flautist from Austria; Ar-
gentine-swiss bandoneonist Marcello Nisinman, 
being just a few examples. 

The festival will feature the work of Arvydas 
Malcys, laureate of the composers’ competi-
tion ‘Mozart-250,’ held in Moscow in 2006; the 
orchestra will be performing his In Memoriam. 

Editor’s comment: Look for the famous faces 
in the audience.
deceMBeR �3 THROuGH JANuARy 26
Kremlin, the Armoury and the Patriarch’s Palace

By MARiNA siNiTsyNA
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art review.

leOniD shishKin gallery
Vladimir Kosarev Tango and Jazz – 

Parallel Worlds

Jazz is the biggest love of his life – his 
photographs, which seem to capture not 
only the emotions of jazz players but the 
soul of music itself, tell us that much. 
However, over the last few years the 
artist has become more and more mes-
merized by the magic of tango, the dance 
of both passion and loneliness. Kosarev’s 
works show how the two have drawn 
closer more than ever, as characterized 
by improvisation and a tendency to be-
come a state of mind rather than simply a 
way of self-expression.

december 4 through december �7.
29 Neglinnaya;  Tsvetnoi Bulvar 
��:00 to 20:00, closed sun
Tel.: 200-35�0

Marat guelMan gallery
Aleksey Kostroma H5N�. sweet sleep

Paintings and objects, with man’s never-
ending war against nature and himself 
as their main theme, will be displayed in 
white plumage. In the second hall you can 
see previous works of Aleksey Kostroma 
– objects made of eggshell, human hair 
and feathers, the artist’s trademark.

Through december �6.
7/7 ul. Malaya Polyanka, Bldg. 5;

 Polyanka, �2:00 to �8:00
closed sun. and Mon.
Tel.: 238-8492

DOM nashchOKina
Furniture as Art

Some 20 eminent artists, Tonino Guerra 
being one of them, took part in this proj-
ect organised by the gallery Dom Nash-
chokina, which used IKEA furniture as 
an easel. The simplicity of forms, using 
trademark IKEA furniture, turned out to 
be a fertile material for artistic expres-
sion. In December the best works will be 
sold at an auction; the proceeds will be 
donated to IKEA’s charity projects.

Through the end of december.
�2 Vorotnikovsky Per;

 Mayakovskaya, �2:00 to �9:00
Tel.: 699-��78

institutO cervantes
spain in the Transitional Period. From 
the Archive of Ambassador yury dubinin

The exhibition presents a collection of 
photographs from the archive of the So-
viet ambassador to Spain, in 1978-1986. 
There are photographs of Spanish leading 
figures, both political and cultural.

Through december 24.
20A Novinsky Bulvar, Bldg. �-2;

 smolenskaya and  Barrikadnaya
�0:00 to �9:00
Tel.: 937-�952

fine art gallery
Andrey Grositsky entrapped

A veteran of unofficial art, Andrey Gros-
itsky nevertheless stands out from other 
representatives of Russian nonconform-
ists by the absence of social narration in 
his works. His models are old, rusty locks, 
faucets, forks – as if stuck or trapped in 
time. They speak of a bygone age and it 
feels as if the artist is full of sympathy 
for them.

Through december 8.
3 Bolshaya sadovaya, Bldg. �0;

 Mayakovskaya, ��:00 to �8:00 
Mon. to Fri., �2:00 to �7:00 sat.
sun. by appointment
Tel.: 25�-7649

KinO gallery
yekaterina Rozhkova Blow up

In her artistic search, Yekaterina Rozh-
kova moves gradually from East to west. 
Starting with her meditative works made 
in the '80s and '90s, she turns to the 
fragmented nature of thought, embodied 
in silkscreen printing. Playing with differ-
ent effects and compositions, Rozhkova 
creates a series dedicated to one single 
object, and at the same time provides the 
audience with a more realistic image of it 
in the form of pencil drawings.

december 6 through december �5.
8 Bolshoi Rzhevsky Per.;

 Arbatskaya, �2pm to 7pm 
Mon. to Fri., closed sat. and sun.
Tel.: 29�-9��5

art-Divage gallery
Filonov Movement: 
From MAi to Post-Avant-Garde

Although he was one of the most signifi-
cant figures of Russian avant-garde art, 
Pavel Filonov received recognition not so 
long ago – after a 1999-2000 exhibition 
at Centre Pompidou, Paris. He was the 
founder of the group ‘Masters of Analyti-
cal Art,’ and attempted to create a world 
parallel to the natural world, which was 
eventually viewed as a dangerous utopia 
in the Soviet Union. The exhibition com-
prises a number of works by 23 artists 
who studied at Filonov’s workshop in dif-
ferent periods of time.

december 6 through February 22.
3/4 Novaya Ploschad,
Polytechnic Museum, entrance 2;

 Lubyanka
��:00 to �9:00 Tues. to Fri.
�2:00 to �8:00 sat.
closed Mon. and sun. 
Tel.: 628-5870

MOscOW MuseuM 
Of MODern art circles
This exhibition compiled from the archives 
of Mikhail Alshibai aims at showing the 
diversity and variety of the many art 
groups that existed in Russia in 1960s 
and1970s.

Through december ��.

Roma Punto uno

71 artists from Rome created 71 works 
of art of different styles and technique. 
what unites them all is the format that 
the artists had to follow – 18 by 24 
cm – and the spirit and memory of the 
Eternal City, that inevitably influences its 
inhabitants. 

Through december ��.
�7 yermolayevsky Per.;

 Pushkinskaya
 Mayakovskaya

�2:00 to �9:00 Mon.
�2:00 to 20:00 Wed. to sun.
closed Tues.
Tel.: 694-2890

schusev state architecture MuseuM
italian Palace of soviets

one can say that the great Italian architect 
Armando Brasini exerted an influence on So-
viet architecture with its gigantism and in-
terest towards ancient Rome. The influence, 
however, was not direct but through his 
student, Boris Iofan. Later on, both teacher 
and student took part in the competition for 
the Palace of Soviets project, where eventu-
ally Boris Iofan won. on display you will see 
sketches and models by both architects.

december �5 through February 20.

ivan Lungin Bedroom suburb

Landscapes drawn on cots trace not only the 
painter’s brush but his friends’ touch – Lun-
gin is convinced that in order to feel art you 
should be able to touch it. 

december �2 through January �2.

Anniversary exhibition of salomeya Gelfer

when she was only 16, her project of a resi-
dential building on 3rd Tverskaya-Yamskaya 
was approved and later realized. Her diploma 
work on a resort in the Northern Caucasus 
was bought from the university by the Com-
missariat of Public Health. Thanks to her, a 
number of monuments of architecture were 
restored and found their second life. The 
current exhibition is organized in honour of 
Salomeya Gelfer’s 90th anniversary.

Through december �0.
5 Vozdvizhenka,  Biblioteka im. Lenina;
��:00 to �9:00 Tues. to Fri.
��:00 to �8:00 sat. and sun.
closed Mon. and last Thurs. of the month.
Tel.: 29�-2�09

JOhn lennOn iMagine
Not too many people know that before 
becoming a great musician, John Lennon 
had ambitions to become a great artist. In 
school he drew caricatures of his teachers, 
and even as a musician he continued draw-
ing. Later on he and Yoko turned their whole 
life into one big piece of art; organizing vari-
ous happenings, performances, and taking 
photographs. Now Moscow audiences will 
be able to see his creations in two Moscow 
venues – Manezh, which from December 5 
through December 28 will display drawings, 
documentaries and photographs of Lennon’s 
art performances; and Gallery on Solyanka, 
which will house his lithographs, films, pho-
tography and video art from 

december 6 through February �5.
Manezh, � Manezhnaya Ploschad;

 Okhotny Ryad
Tel.: 698-�660
Gallery on solyanka
�/2 ul. solyanka, Bldg. 2

 Kitai-Gorod, �2pm to 8pm
Tel.: 628-4�09
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Two billionaires, ten millionaires, fifty 
select guests; if you wanted any proof 
of the fact that the market for Rus-

sian contemporary art is a better bet than 
Moscow real estate, you only had to see the 
feeding frenzy that took place at the one-
night-only exhibition held at the country 
dacha owned by the businessman Alexan-
der Rusakov, and organised by the Black List 
Gallery, headed up by the artist and art en-
trepreneur Nikolai Leontiev. 

The phrase “feeding frenzy” does not refer 
to the feeding habits of the ‘starving’ artists 
exhibiting their work, but rather to the rush 
of the well-heeled guests to buy the paint-
ings and photographs on the walls, and the 
sculptures on the floor. In this market, it is the 
artists who have the upper hand. The days 
when Russian artists would be grateful if a 
buyer came knocking on their studio door 
are long gone. We are not yet at the point 
reached decades ago in New York and Lon-
don, where the artist is king (or queen), but 
we are getting there. Here is the list of the 
future ‘kings and queens’ of the Russian art 
market showing their work in the exhibition:
Andrei Bartenev, Igor Baskakov, Natalia 
Bragina, Alexei Firsov, Serge Golovach, Mat-
sumaro Han, Nikolai Leontiev, Vlad Monro, 
Stella Shalumova

But, if you think that you might not be 
able to compete with the oligarchs flashing 
their wallets, think again, because, in com-
parison with the prices now being achieved 
for contemporary art outside of Russia, in 
Moscow we still have a way to go before we 
reach the million-dollar prices of Damien 
Hirst and the like. What is more, and this is a 
real paradox, you can buy the work of these 
Moscow artists at one price, and sell in Lon-
don at a much higher figure. 

A work by Mamyshev-Monroe, for ex-
ample, was sold for six thousand pounds at 
Art Frieze in London this year; a similar work 
to his Elizabeth I (shown above), was for sale 
at the Black List exhibition for six thousand 
dollars. Without exception, you could have 
bought any work shown at this exhibition, 
for less than the prices these artists are com-
manding in the wider art market. 

Buy Now while STockS laST
By exHiBiTiONisT

The press release makes the connection 
between the country house exhibition 
presented by Black List, and the old Rus-
sian tradition of artists, living and present-
ing their work at the country estates of the 
Moscow merchants. Abramtsevo, Polenovo 
and Kuskovo are estates forever linked with 
the emergence of a distinctive Russian art. 
Nineteenth-century tycoons like Savva 
Mamontov, and the collectors, Shchukin, 
Morozov and Ryabushinsky, can be said to 
have created the market for the artists they 
were supporting. The same is now happen-
ing today in twenty-first century Moscow. It 
was noticeable how particular artists at the 
Black List exhibition were favoured by par-
ticular millionaires and billionaires. 

What of the art itself? Putting aside the 
investment value, is it worth buying as art? 

Yes, is the answer. The art on show at the 
Black List event showed just how alive and 
imaginative the Moscow art scene is at the 
moment. The variety of art is evidence of 
this; the pop art of Baskakov, the abstracts 
of Shalumova, the whimsy of Bartenev…. 
Perhaps the quality of the art has as much to 
do with the fact that these are talented art-
ists, as for the fact that they are artists first, 
and PR managers second. By this I mean 
that they are making art for themselves, 
and not for the market. How long this inno-
cence will last nobody can say, but if you are 
thinking that Moscow real estate is looking 
a little over-priced, you might think about 
putting a few investment roubles into an art 
collection. Buy now while stocks last.

Black List Gallery: Tel.: 8 903 193-1936
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A HAndful of RussiAn diAmonds

Prince Gregory Potemkin, favourite of catherine the Great, liked to keep his pockets filled 
with diamonds; not because he liked to feel his wealth, but to keep from biting his nails. Our 
modern-day oligarch just likes to have things to play with; the more expensive the better…

Where tO buy: 
ALROsA co. Ltd (Russia's largest diamond company). 

�0/�2 �st Kazachy Per., Moscow ��90�7.  Tel.: 777-094�

Price estiMate: 
One 29 carat diamond 
(5,744,628 roubles); 
one 20 carat diamond 
(4,672,�24 roubles); 

handful of smaller diamonds 
(95 million roubles, 

and some loose change). 
Total: �05,4�6,752 roubles 

($4 million).

Tradition has it that, “On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me…” things like a partridge in 

a pear tree; but we are in Moscow, and here we do things a little differently. Here is how we plan our 

Christmas for the oligarch who has everything (his young lady friend included).

For The oligarch who haS everyThiNg
An oil PAinting by AivAzovsky

$ 4 Million

Our oligarch likes to buy record-breaking art. The highest price paid at auction for a Russian painter is $3.2 million; for a seascape by ivan 
Aivazovsky, sold at sotheby’s in London in May this year. The next sotheby’s auction of Russian art will take place in June 2007 (in time for 
next year’s christmas…)

Price estiMate: 
79,500,000 roubles

($3 million +)

Where tO buy: 
sotheby’s, 

Old Bond street, 
London, uK.

$ 3 Million

By JeReMy NOBLe
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$ 1.9 Million

A ColleCt ion of  RussiAn ContemPoR ARy ARt
Our oligarch just doesn’t have the 
time to build up an art collection; 
he wants it all at once. Here is our 
instant collection of the contempo-
rary artists we like the most.

Price estiMate: 
5.500.000 roubles. ($200,000)

Where tO buy: 
Marat Guelman Gallery. 
Malaya Polianka str., 7/7, Blgd.5, 
Tel.: 238-8492, 
238-2783
238-4040

$ 200 000

Making an impression is the 
object in life of every oligarch; 
a car called an impression could 
have been named for him (it 
was). The impression is made 
in Moscow by Russo-Baltique, 
the modern-day successors to 
the famed manufacturers of 
motor cars in Russia before 
the �9�7 Revolution. Russo- 
Baltique cars won the Monte-
carlo Rally in �9�2, and in �9�3 
they were appointed Official 
suppliers to His imperial Maj-
esty. Only three complete origi-
nal Russo-Baltique cars survive 

a russO-baltique iMPressiOn MOtOr car
to this day. Made by hand, to order, 
the impression has a V�2 engine 
producing 555 horsepower.

Price estiMate: 
50 million roubles 
($�.9 million)

Where tO buy: 
Russo-Baltique

info@russo-balt.com 

Aes+F,  Action Half Life; digital collage Blue soup, Lunar Landscape;  photograph

Andrei MolodkinVlad Monroe,  Putin; Digital Photograph

Blue Noses Group,  Kitchen Suprematism; digital photograph

Valery Koshlyakov, 3 roubles; canvas and mixed materials

erbol Meldibekov,  Pol-Pot; Photograph

Olga and Alexander Florensky,  Submarine; mixed materials



PASSPORT | deceMBeR | 2006 | issue # �2 
�4

.christmas in moscow christmas in moscow.

A TroikA And orlov Horses

$ 30 000

Our oligarch lives a fairy-
tale life, and there is 
nothing more magical in 
Russia than a troika. But 
for our oligarch just any 
old troika won’t do; we 
found the most aristo-
cratic stables, breeding 
Orlov horses. The Orlov 
breed is Russia’s oldest 
equine stock, going back 
more than two-hundred 
years. 

Price estimate: 
�,�32,000 roubles 
($30,000)

Where to buy:
Novo-Tomnikovskii stables 
(formerly the stables of 
the Princes Vorontsov-
dashkov); Tambov Oblast. 
Tel.: +7 (47 533) 73�4�

$ 50 000

A PAir of PorcelAin VAses

Z l aTouST  Sa Br e$ 22 000

Where to buy:
3rd Proezd Maryinoy Roshi str. 

40, Building �, Moscow.
Tel.: 8 9�0 408-8989; 

website: www.zok.ru

Price estimate:
583,000 roubles ($22,000)

The zlatoust Weapons Factory 
was founded by Tsar Alexander 
i in �8�5. something about this 
sabre tells us our oligarch is 
going to love it; not the gold 
(although he loves gold); not 
the fine carving (that, he won’t 
appreciate); no, the wonderful 
sound it makes when you slice 
it through the air, and imagine 
that your competitor has just 
bitten the dust.  

every rich man has to have a 
collection of porcelain, to dem-
onstrate his sense of taste. 
Our oligarch is not too fond of 
those little tea cups and sau-
cers (he can’t put his finger 
through the handle); he likes 
his porcelain the bigger the 
better. These vases fit the bill 
exactly; they cost a fortune, 
and the handles are just the 
right size.

Pair of decorative vases.
Porcelain, gilded, engine-turned; 
hand-painted, the unglazed bodies 
depicting bucolic scenes. 

Batenina Workshop, 
st Petersburg, 
�820s-early �830s.
33 centimetres.

Price estimate:
�,325,000 roubles 
($50,000)

Where to buy:
salon Peterburg:
54 Nevsky Prospect, 
st Petersburg.
Tel.: (8�2) 57�-4020. 
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a sable coat 
Our oligarch doesn’t actually 
own a coat; that is because 
it is always 70 degrees in 
the Maybach. His lady friend, 
however, thinks that if Ludmilla 
Putin wears a sable coat, then 
so will she. sable is ideal for 
those moments when you need 
to make an impression – buy-
ing the groceries, taking the 
children to nursery school. in 
the Maybach, very often the 
sable is all that she’s wearing.

Price estimate:  
�,200,000 roubles 
($45,000)

Where to buy: 
snezhnaya Koroleva:
Leningradskoe shosse, �4. 
Tel.: 777-8999

$ 45 000

sOMething
frOM faberge
in the days when Russia 
was ruled by the Romanovs, 
high society liked to buy its 
baubles and trinkets from 
one particular jeweller, carl 
Faberge, located on Bolshaya 
Morskaya in st Petersburg, 
the capital. Grand dukes 
in particular liked to order 
“something from Faberge” 
for their favourite ballerinas. 
Today, not much has changed; 
Faberge is still in fashion 
(if not in business), and we 
found a little something for 
our oligarch to put on his 
desk; ideal for signing those 
multi-billion deals.

inkWell, workshop of carl 
Faberge, Moscow; 
circa �908 - �9�7.
stamped K. Faberge beneath 
imperial Warrant

Where to buy: 
Nabokov: 
35 Bolshaya Morskaya, 
st Petersburg.
Tel.: (8�2) 325-6975, 
325-6960

Price estimate: 
5�0,000 roubles, ($�9,000)

$ 19 000

Price estimate:
3�8,000 roubles ($ �2,000)

Where to buy: 
Vnutrenni Proezd, 8. 
Tel.: (495) 975-7��5

A siLVeR, GOLd 
ANd PeARL 

MiRROR

$ 12 000

“Mirror, mirror, on the wall, 
who is the richest of them all…” 
Made by the craftsmen denis 
Kuzmin and Pyotr Fedotov, this is 

Patriotism is in, so throw that 
swiss watch away. This particu-
lar Buran chronograph, with lu-
nar calendar and alligator strap, 
is apparently designed to reflect 
the character of the Russian 
winter; this obviously means that 
you need as much gold, diamonds, 
rubies and sapphires as you can 
possibly carry on one wrist; best 
of all, the open case means that 
all of the stones are on show.

Where to buy:
Online at 
www.smirs.com

Price estimate:
24�,000 roubles
($9,�00)

B u r a N  wa T c h 
$ 9 100

a one-off work of art guaranteed 
to appeal to both our oligarch and 
his lady (she likes looking in the 
mirror even more than he does).



PASSPORT | deceMBeR | 2006 | issue # �2 
�6

.christmas in moscow christmas in moscow.

Our oligarch left school some-
what early, and his education 
is sadly lacking. What better 
way to help him than a hand-
printed book about Russian 
history.  Russian and english 
parallel texts are used to tell 
the story. 

Price estimate:
�8,400 roubles ($700).

Where to buy: 
Alexander Print
Mokhovaya str., 30, 
st Petersburg. 
Tel.: (8�2) 272-52�5

$ 2 600

tea set

At four on the dot, Nicho-
las ii, empress Alexandra 
and the children, would be 
served tea in the Alexander 
Palace in Tsarskoe selo, st 
Petersburg. The tea was 
served in glasses with hold-
ers, exactly like the ones 
shown here. Our oligarch 
actually doesn’t know much 
about the last Tsar, but he 
likes anything gold. 

Where to buy: 
Online at 
www.Aerston.ru

Price estimate:
23,000 roubles ($900)

$ 900

At every meeting our oligarch likes to 
flash his business card, with its magical 
words “chairman and ceO.” One thing 
he has never been able to find is a busi-
ness card holder equal to the majesty 
of his position; with this unique pres-
ent we have found the answer; made 
by hand in silver, encrusted with dia-
monds, and bearing the double-headed 
eagle, studded with a ruby.

Where to buy:
“Podarki”, on Lubianskiy Proezd, 7.
Tel.: 225-2569 

Price estimate:
68,900 roubles ($2,600) 

Business Cards Holder

half a KilO
Of beluga 
caviar  

$ 1 100

a Pair Of 
bOrzOi 
hunting 
DOgs

Tolstoy has a story about a man who 
exchanges his girl for a Borzoi dog; 
we think that this will appeal to our 
oligarch’s sincere belief that a dog 
is a man’s best friend…. The Borzoi 
breed dates back to the �3th cen-
tury. it has always been the hunting 
dog used by Russian royalty and the 
aristocracy to hunt wolves and hares 
on the steppes and open plains.

Price estimate:
79,500 roubles ($3000) the pair

Where to buy:
Manitias Borzois in Russia 
Kennels. 723-2447,
e-mail: mzarnova@imedia.ru; 
website: http://www.manitias.ru/

$ 3 000

Our oligarch likes to collect 
photos of himself shaking hands 
with the President, and famous 
people. A handmade photo al-
bum, with a cover of his choice, 
strikes just the right note when 
he wants to show his friends 
how ‘in’ he is. 

PHOTO ALBuM Where to buy:
Art Memory: Krylatsky Holm, 7, 
Building 2. Tel.: �49-3570 
www.artmemory.ru

Price estimate:
�8,550 roubles ($700)

$ 700

People think that caviar is for special 
occasions; if you are really rich, 

however, like our oligarch, you 
always keep a jar of the 

best Beluga in the 
refrigerator, 

to spoon in your 
porridge. 

Price 
estimate: 

28,949 roubles
($�,�00)

Where to buy: 
eliseevsky: �4-�7 Tverskaya. 

Tel.: 650-0760

his
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$ 700
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“Kauffman Luxury Vintage 2003 is 
made from the highest quality wheat, 
taken from one single harvest, only 
in the years when the finest wheat 
grains are identified. To guarantee 
high quality and retain continuity of 
style, Kauffman Luxury is bottled 
only once per vintage (25,000 bot-
tles) with each bottle carrying a lim-
ited edition number. Tasting notes: it 
is an incredibly elegant, soft, subtle 
and delicate drink with a faint per-
ceptible scent of roasted rye bread 
crust and a light pleasant taste of 
mint.” Mmm, this is what it says in 
the advertising; but does vodka re-
ally get better with age? And will our 
oligarch have the self-control to wait 
while it matures?  

Price estimate: 
3,402 roubles  ($�28)

Where to buy: 
Kauffman shops
3-2, Kuznetsky Most st. 
Tel.: 624-0464
27-�, Ostozhenka st.
Tel.: 29�-367�
22, Kutuzovsky Prospekt, 
Tel.: 243-2238 

viNTage vodka
$ 128

russian Linen
Russian linen bedsheets are what our 
oligarch likes to sleep in; that is when 
he sleeps in his own bed.

Price estimate: �7,300 rubles 
($650)
Where to buy: 
Hotel Astoria, 39 Bolshaya Morskaya, 
st Petersburg. Tel.: (8�2) 494-5777

$ 600
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ANiMAL 
FARM
A gift should always say 
something about the recipi-
ent. These New year piggies 
from Konfael are made with 
over half a kilo of dark or 
white chocolate. We only 
hope that our oligarch can 
take a joke.

you are probably asking yourself 
why, for what possible reason, 

our oligarch could be in need 
of a pair of ballet shoes? The 

answer is very simple; we 
are in Moscow, home of the 

Bolshoi. An oligarch is only 
as important as the num-
ber of trophies he can ac-

quire; thus, our oligarch 
places them somewhere 

in the penthouse, 
where they will not 

be missed, and 
casually lets slip 

that, “she left 
them behind this 

morning.”

$ 18

Price:
�,�80 roubles 

($44)

Where tO buy: 
chocoladnii salon-Kofeinya: 

Nikitsky Bulvar, �2. 
Tel.: 202-2937 

$ 44

ba
ll

et
 s

hO
es

Price 
estiMate: 
700 roubles
($�8)

Where tO buy:  
salon Grishko: 
Kozitsky Per., �a. 
Tel.: 650-2249
e-mail: org@grishko.ru 
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$ 4

WOOllen Mittens
We think that this present 
is the best one of all for 
our oligarch. Why? Because 
though he might have a cold 
heart, you don’t want him to 
have cold hands.

Price estiMate: 
�00 roubles 
($4)

Where tO buy: 
The babushka sitting outside 
Paveletskaya metro.
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hOtels: BALTscHuG KeMPiNsKi HOTeL 
if you like to celebrate with a great view, then 
the Baltschug has to be at or near the top of 
everybody’s list. you can sit in the Restaurant 
Baltschug and enjoy a view of st Basil’s, Red 
square and the Kremlin. We like the sound of 
their New year plans, with entertainment and a 
wonderful menu which includes: Beluga caviar 
(56g); Lobster and John dory Fish; Pigeon Pot 
au Feu with Puff Pastry and Perigord Truffle; 
Veal Fillet with Truffles; champagne Mousse.
PRice: 18,000 roubles including VAT. 
Tel.: 230-6468

GOLdeN RiNG HOTeL 
There are two New year offers: A romantic 
candlelight dinner, with excellent wines at the 
Panorama Restaurant. it starts at �0 pm and 
is followed up by an entertainment programme, 
with live music, show ballet, magicians, a theat-
rical performance and lottery. Also, New year’s 
Voyage at the Winter Garden of the Panorama 
Restaurant with a ballet show, extended buffet, 
live music, contests and fireworks. special room 
rates are available to guests celebrating New 
year at the hotel, with a late champagne break-
fast offered morning of January �st.   
PRice: 14,000 roubles for Panorama Restau-
rant; 12,000 roubles for the winter Garden. 
Tel.: 725-02�4; 725-0254.

NATiONAL HOTeL. 
The National is offering a “Russian New year 
Fairytale” with views of the Kremlin, in its 
“Moscow”, “Vladimir”, “yaroslavl” and “st Pe-
tersburg” dining rooms. Guests will be served 
a four-course dinner, and will have access to 
the open bar throughout the night. There will 
also be a special entertainment programme 
with concerts, a ballet show, magician and 
New year lottery.
PRice: 23,000 roubles per person for tables next 
to the window, and 20,000 roubles for the rest. 
Tel.: 258-7043/258-7094. 

MeTROPOL HOTeL 
if you are looking for a classical New year 
party, with dinner, concert, performances, 
numerous surprises, lottery and a laser show, 
then we suggest the Metropol. 
The menu looks as if you could be eating all 
night: Meat, Game and Fish appetizers; Hot 
appetizer; cranberry sorbet; Lobster with 
boletus, cognac sauce & sauteed celery; 
Mixed cheese platter; 
Fresh fruits; dessert. 
TO dRiNK: Moet & Chandon champagne, Kauff-
man vodka, soft drinks, French white and red wine. 
PRice: 40,000 roubles. 
Special rates are offered for accommodation. 
Tel.: 8 50� 927-606�/6�22.

sWissOTeL KRAsNye HOLMy 
This is the hotel housed in the circular tower. 
The city space Bar and Lounge on the 33rd 
floor – the highest spot in town – invites you 
to celebrate christmas with champagne, wine, 
tapas and canapes, with soft house music 
from 5pm to 3am. The concerto Bar will have 
christmas carols from 5pm onwards, and a 
five-course italian dinner is offered at concerto 
Ristorante. For New year, swissotel throws a 
New year Resolution Party on the 33rd floor 
at the city space Bar and Lounge. executive 
Lounge on the �9th floor has its own party with 
a champagne ice-bar on the terrace, and an 
eskimo furs dress code. 
PRices: Christmas dinner at Concerto Ris-
torante, 5,200 roubles; New Year at City and 
Space Bar and Lounge, 3,000 roubles.  
Tel.: 787-9800.

MARRiOTT GRANd HOTeL
This is for those of you who are fond of Broad-
way musicals. The five-star Marriott Grand 
Hotel invites guests to celebrate the coming 
New year in the company of esmeralda and 
Frollo,  Roxie Hart and Billy Flynn, among other 
characters of famous Broadway musicals. 
There will be performances of extracts from 
“Notre dame de Paris”, “chicago”, “cats”, as 
well as dances and songs from other musicals. 
PRice: 17,500 roubles per person for the 
“Grand Alexander,” and 14,000 roubles for the 
“Samobranka”. Tickets for the New Year show 
will be available for sale from December 11, 
2006, at the Marriott Grand Hotel.  
Tel.: 937-0848.

LET’S PARTY!
If you are in Moscow for Christmas and New Year, then you will 

want to know where is the best place to celebrate and party. Here 

are some of the places where we at Passport Magazine think you 

will have the most fun:
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sHeRATON PALAce HOTeL
The sheraton celebrates catholic christmas on 
the 24th of december with a jazz brunch at the 
restaurant “Lomonosov.” For New year there 
is an “Around the World on a New year’s Night” 
theme party. The entertainment programme 
for the evening includes live music, competi-
tions, lottery, special dancing programme, 
water-pipe room, fortune telling, an all-inclu-
sive buffet, and a wide choice of alcoholic and 
alcohol-free drinks. A special programme and 
menu for children is prepared. 
PRice: New Year 31st December /1st January is $325. 
Tel.: 93�-9700 ext. 247. 

PLANeRNOye HOTeL 
“chicago in the 30s” is the theme of their New 
year celebrations. Guests will be entertained 
with great music, special New year surprises 
and a show with ded Moroz and snegurochka, 
live jazz band, special photography project, best 
musical pieces from the musical “chicago,” 
professional swing dancing, casino and other 
exciting events. The dress code is black tie 
– men in suits and women in evening dresses. 
Price: 5,000 roubles; children are half price. 
Tel.: 755-8468/785-�272.

restaurants: cAFe ROseT
if you like to do things with real style, then you 
can take cafe Roset for the entire evening for 
you and your guests. The restaurant seats up 
to �00 people.
PRice: Between $60 and $120 per person, de-
pending on the choice of menu and programme. 
Tel.: 249-8585. 29 Kutuzovsky Prospect. 
M. Studencheskaya.

cARRe BLANc ResTAuRANT
There will be a “christmas charity Gala” on the 
�3th of december 2006 starting at 7:30 pm. 
The programme includes an auction of paintings 
and jewellery from indian “Haute couture,” a 
special candlelight dinner and dancing, all accom-
panied by live saxophone music. Money from the 
event will be donated to an orphanage.
PRice: 200 euro per person. 19/2 Seleznevs-
kaya Ul. M. Novoslobodskaya. 
Tel.: 258-4403, wine and champagne included. 

GeNATsVALe ON THe ARBAT  
We like this restaurant very much; for the 
atmosphere, the food, and the entertainment. 
Genatsvale offers a special New year’s pro-
gramme that runs from ��pm till early morning. 
The programme includes national Georgian 
dances, Georgian music and singing, and, of 
course, the wonderful Georgian food.
PRice: $150 per person, all included. 
Tel.: 203-9453.

scANdiNAViA ResTAuRANT
From december ��th to december 28th  
scandinavia is offering a traditional swedish 
christmas menu, with drinks, including hot gleg 
and punch. On �3th of december the restau-
rant will celebrate the day of st Lucia. 
PRice: 2,700 roubles ; 950 roubles for children. 
M. Palashevsky Per. 7, M. Puskinskaya. 
Tel.: 694-4986. 

ceNTRAL HOuse OF WRiTeRs
For an atmosphere straight out of the �9th 
century we like the central House of Writers, 
which offers a festive menu in its “Oak Room. 
On the 3�st of december, the restaurant will 
be open until �0 pm, but you can order, and 
they will deliver. 
PRice: No set menu
50 Povarskaya Ul. M. Barrikadnaya. 
Tel.: 29�-�5�5/7273. 

uzBeKisTAN
We like the sound of their musical show “euro-
vision in uzbekistan” or “Become a star in the 
Beginning of the year!” everybody will have a 
chance to show off their musical talents, and a  
professional jury will strictly evaluate the per-
formers. The programme includes champagne, 
New year’s menu, entertainment  presents, 
and a photo shoot of your performances.
29 Neglinnaya Ul. M. Kuznetskiy Most. 
Tel.: 623-0585/625-3284/624-6053.

catering: cuisiNe 3�
if you are planning to hold a christmas or New 
year party at home, and do not have either the 
skills or the time to cook something special 
for your guests, we recommend cuisine 3�, a 
kitchen-factory offering French dishes made to 
order. Led by the French chef, eric le Provos, 
who used to be at carre Blanc, cuisine 3� does 
all the cooking for you, including desserts and 
bakery, and delivers the dishes to the venue. All 
you have to do is heat up the dishes according 
to the attached instructions. We love the idea!
31 Leninsky Prospekt. M. Leninsky Prospekt. 
Tel.: 540-3851/52; 
e-mail: info@cuisine31.ru
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party Food 'po-russki'Most of my english-speak-
ing friends think that 
i celebrate christmas 

on the wrong day. While they 
are tucking into their turkey on 
december 25th, i am still finish-
ing my university exams and my 
mother is importuning nearby gro-
cery stores with her enormous 
shopping list. Why? Because for 
me, and for most Russians, we 
celebrate christmas according 
to the Orthodox calendar, mean-
ing that christmas really falls on 
January 7th. Moreover, although 
we, as Russians, do know about 
catholic christmas, and respect 
this holiday, New year is much 
more important.
There are ‘Western-oriented’ 
Russians – those who travel 
abroad, those married to West-
erners, my generation – who cel-
ebrate christmas twice, but the 
majority of Russians, brought 
up in the atheistic soviet union, 
think of New year as being more 
‘sacred’. These Russians buy a 
tree not for christmas, but for 
New year. 
Food-wise, Russians start plan-
ning their New year’s eve menu 
in early december. Most of us 
still adhere to traditional Russian 
cuisine, but more and more Rus-
sians are adding ‘foreign’ food. 
consequently, on our New years’ 
table there will be traditional 
Russian salad Olivier, Herring un-
der Fur, and then also French foie 
gras, Georgian dolma, and italian 
stuffed ravioli. 
 a neW year’s ritual
A little before midnight, the Rus-
sian president will appear on tele-
vision, to wish his fellow coun-
trymen a happy new year. This is 
the signal for the whole nation to 
start making ready for the all-im-
portant midnight ritual. 
At the stroke of midnight, Rus-
sians will open a bottle of cham-
pagne; everybody at the party will 
write a wish on a piece of paper, 
set fire to it, drop the ashes into 
their glass, and knock the cham-
pagne back, all in one go. All of 
this has to be achieved before the 
chimes have finished.
Afterwards, many people will 
make their way to Red square and 
the Moscow River, from where 
they will watch the fireworks.  

aPPetizers:

BLiNi WiTH cAViAR

cRAB MeAT sALAd

sALAd OLiVieR
Salad olivier is often also called 
‘Russian Salad,’ but in fact it 
was created by a French chef, 
Lucien olivier, at his Hermitage 
restaurant in Moscow, in the 
1860s

BABusHKA’s PiROsHKi
cheese salad 
served on a slice of tomato
Mixed cheese 
and vegetable canape

MARiNATed VeGeTABLes
Main cOurse:

sucKLiNG PiG
stuffed chicken with
mushrooms, onions and cheese 
served with mashed potatoes 
and vegetable

PLOV
 (rice with meat and vegetables)
Dessert:

PAVLOVA
In 1935, the chef of the Hotel 
Esplanade in Perth, western 
Australia, Herbert Sachse, cre-
ated the Pavlova to celebrate 
the visit of the great Russian 
ballerina, Anna Pavlova. 
fruit: 

Persimmon

By NATALiyA deMeNTeVA
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If you are organizing a Christmas or New Year’s Eve party, you don’t want to be driving around 

Moscow on Christmas Eve looking for a tree. 

Passport Magazine has done 

all the legwork for you.

party tricks
in Moscow we celebrate christ-

mas twice – we have catholic 
christmas on december 25th  

and we have Russian Orthodox 
christmas on the night of January 
6th.  in Russia, ded Moroz (Grand-
father Frost, the Russian Father 
christmas) doesn’t start making his 
rounds until midnight 3�st decem-
ber, by which time his ‘competitor’ 
has already finished his shift and 
gone back to Lapland. if you have 
children here in Moscow, then they 
will be expecting to see both Father 
christmas and ded Moroz, which 
makes for an expensive festive 
season. To confuse you even more, 
Russians are not buying a ‘christ-
mas’ tree, they are buying a ‘New 
year’s tree.’

cHRisTMAs TRee
When it comes to trees the big 
question is ‘real or artificial?’ 
We will leave it up to you, and 
give you both options. There are 
several ways to get hold of a tree. 
The first is to check an online 
New year’s trees catalogue of 
the “Flower shop.” Give them a 
call on 626- 44�4 or visit them 
at Lesteva str. �8, and place an 
order, which can be delivered to 
your house or wherever, within 7 

days. it will cost you about 2�,000 
roubles to have a 2.5-metres high 
‘Queen of Firs’ (the biggest and 
most beautiful fir tree),  and about 
6,000 roubles for a �-�.25 metres 
tall baby-fir.
if you are looking for something 
really special, then we recommend 
that you go to a florist favoured by 
Moscow high society: “Flowers and 
design studio” on Konushkovskaya 
str. 28. you can call them on 974-
3902 (they speak english) where 
you will be offered assistance not 
only with a choice of the tree (real 
or artificial), but also with decora-
tions. The service of a professional 
decorator is 300 euros, which 
does not include the price of the 
decorations themselves.
Finally, if you would like the tradi-
tional experience of picking a tree 
from one of the street bazaars, 
then they will start on the �5th of 
december. Or, for the less patient 
amongst you, Auchan supermarket 
chain has started selling pine trees 
already. 

cHRisTMAs TRee ORNAMeNTs 
if you would like to decorate your 
christmas (or New year) tree 
personally, a wonderful choice of 
beautiful and creative decora-
tions is available at the chain 
of shops “Krasniy Kub” (“Red 
cube”). One of them is located on 
Novy Arbat str. ��, M. Arbats-
kaya. There you will find, among 
many other bright and gaudy 
things, a musical “ded Moroz on 
sleighs” – for only �643 roubles.

ded MOROz & sNeGuROcHKA
Of course, a true celebration of 
New year in Russia cannot be 
without Grandfather Frost and his 
granddaughter snegurochka.  if you 
would like to invite them to person-
ally attend your party and cheer 
your guests into year 2007, you 
can call ded Moroz service or ded 
Moroz and make the arrangements. 
They can perform a stand-alone 
show or become your party hosts. 
ded MOROz seRVice: 
Tel.: 648-6830. 
Prices per hour of performance on 
the 3�st of december: 
until 4 pm – 6500 roubles; 
from 4 pm to 8 pm – 7000 roubles; 
from 8 pm to �0 pm – 8000 
roubles, and after �0pm - $600. 
(www.dedmoroz-service.ru)
ded MOROz: 
Tel. 646-0067.
 Prices per hour of performance on 
the 3�st of december: 
until 4 pm – 7000 roubles; 
from 4 pm to 8 pm – 7600 roubles; 
from 8 pm to �0 pm – 9000 roubles; 
and after �0pm - $650. 
(www.ded-moroz.net)
call early! This is a very popular 
service, and there are only so many 
professional Grandfather Frosts.

MAGiciANs ANd FiReWORKs
in Moscow you cannot have a party 
without magicians and fireworks. 
Premier Art can arrange both; a 
magician will charge approximately 
30,000 to 35,000 roubles for 
about a 45-minute performance; a 
fireworks show which will impress 
your guests, will cost from about 
�00,000 roubles.
Premier Art: 
degtarniy Per. 6, Building �, 
Office 223. 
M. Tverskaya
Tel.: 506-3980 / 545-7376. 

THeMe PARTies
if you really want your party to go 
with a swing, then you need to be 
speaking with “Formula uspeha” 
(success Formula), and they will 
take care of everything. you can 
have a Pirates party, a Roman 
party, an Oligarch's party…, you 
name it, they will do it.
“Formula uspeha”: 
Tel.: 223-6089 

By VALeRiA cHesHKO
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A collection of promotional material 
from Veliky (Great) Novgorod, a city 
540 kilometers north of Moscow 

(and only an hour’s drive from St Peters-
burg) caught my eye because of a quote: “If 
the Hansa Office in Veliky Novgorod had not 
been closed according to the decree of Ivan 
III, Peter the Great would not have had to 
open the ‘window to Europe’, because the 
door there (in Veliky Novgorod) was ‘wide 
open’ up to the 15th Century.”  What was 
this all about?  I knew that St Petersburg was 
Peter the Great’s “Window on the West”, but 
I didn’t know there had been much earlier 
contact/trade with Europe in Northern Rus-
sia other than via the rivers that run south to 
Kiev, and on to Greece and Byzantium. I am 
not as up on my Russian history as I should 
be, but I was ready to learn. 

I booked a ticket on the overnight train 
from Moscow, for a long weekend exploring 
the past and vibrant present of this lovely 
city on the Volkhov River.  I had explored 
other ways to get there, as I am not really 
excited about overnight trains, but this is 

the best way to go; driving 540 kilometers 
on Russia’s rough roads was not a pleasant 
alternative; the airport is due to re-open as 
an international hub only in 2009, in time 
for the hosting of the Hanseatric League of 
the New Age, a modern version of the me-
dieval Hanseatic League. Veliky Novgorod 
was once an active trade partner with this 
powerful commercial league and this con-
tributed to its wealth and sophistication 
during the Middle Ages.  Leather shoes, fine 
clothing and a mostly literate population 
was a remarkable exception to the rest of 
Russia at this time, fueled by trade with Eu-
rope, Greece and Constantinople.

Founded in 859 by native Slavs, and oc-
cupied by Viking warriors, the most notable 
was Rurik, who was invited by the Slavs to 
restore order among feuding tribes. Veliky 
Novgorod had early links to Kiev, serving as 
the birthplace of the nation of Russia. City-
states ruled in tandem with monarchs such 
as Oleg in 879, and Vladimir, who Christian-
ized Novgorod one year after he did the 
same to Kiev in 988, and then sent his son 

Yaroslav the Wise to rule.  
The most intriguing aspect of Veliky 

Novgorod’s early history was that the citi-
zens were full participants in representa-
tive rule through the process of the Veche, 
or people’s assembly. This unique body of 
citizens actually voted in or voted out their 
titular prince, who was limited to the role 
of commander of the defensive army of the 
city. One such famous ‘prince for hire’ was 
Alexander Nevsky, famous for defending 
Novgorod against the Tartars, the Swedes 
and Teutonic Knights.  After 1136, monarchi-
cal rule ended and an independent republic 
was established with a residing prince, rul-
ing in little more than a symbolic role. This 
situation ceased altogether in 1270 when 
a burgomaster was elected to administer 
the city.  This is why Veliky Novgorod is so 
important today - as a link from ancient re-
publican values to a modern constitutional 
Russi, a cultural and symbolic destination 
for Russians. 

Arriving at dawn I had a choice of sev-
eral 3-star and one 4-star hotel for my stay. 

VeLiKy noVGoroD
A BIRTHPLACE
OF THE RUSSIAN STATE
By LiNdA LiPPNeR 
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I chose the 3-star Sadko (named after the 
legendary Novgorod gusli player, remem-
bered in the opera Sadko by Rimsky-Korsa-
kov), which has been recently remodeled, 
with a comfortable dining room, bar and 
small conference facilities.  Another hotel 
I checked out, Volkhov, situated closer to 
the Kremlin, has a newly-installed spa cen-
ter that can be privately rented as a respite 
from mid-winter snowy touring treks.  Rea-
sonably priced with a massage therapist 
available, and food and drink delivered, this 
is a great in-city banya experience for cor-
porate groups or parties.  

The Kremlin is the center and active heart 
of the city. In the very center of the Kremlin 
is a unique monument to the 1,000 anni-
versary of Russia.  In 1862 a giant bell was 
erected; it was designed by a 24-year-old 
sculpture student, Michael Mikoshin. On this 
monument to Veliky Novgorod’s role in the 
history of the Russian state, hundreds of fig-
ures from Russia’s rich history are arranged 
in groups depicting literary, scientific and 
political history.  A larger group extending 
around the bell depicts the nation’s rulers 
significant to the city.  Ironically, Ivan the Ter-
rible, who arrived in the city unannounced 
in 1569 and massacred a majority of it pop-
ulation in order to subdue its independent 
ways, is not included in the sculptures.  But 
you will find on it, Alexander Nevsky, Prince 
Vladimir, Michael Romanov, Peter the Great, 
Rurik the Viking and Dimitri Donskoi.

The Kremlin itself is a massive oval struc-
ture situated along the west bank of the 
Volkhov River. The present form dates from 
the 15th Century, with a deep ditch sur-
rounding the outside walls, and nine mas-
sive towers.  A great way to approach the 
Kremlin is to take the slightly-arched pedes-
trian bridge across the river from the east 
or market side of the town and pass under 

the giant arched gate, and into the Kremlin. 
The gates are open until midnight, and this 
historical park must be a wonderful place to 
spend a summer evening. The equally giant 
gate at the other side of the Kremlin allows 
a walk from one historical side of the city 
to the other.  The Kremlin houses a concert 

hall, with weekly concerts by local and visit-
ing artists, and a magnificent bell tower ad-
jacent to St Sophia Cathedral where the gi-
ant bells sing their songs out over the city.

Although I visited Veliky Novgorod at the 
deep end of winter, and could only imagine 
what the area would look like in spring, with 
the thousands of trees that line the streets 
and the parks in full greenery; neverthe-
less, the vistas up and down the river, with 
churches and monasteries sparkling against 
the snowy sky, were magnificent.  With my 
capable guides, Natalie Lazovskaya and Ma-
rina Puksant, I had a chance to visit outdoor 
and indoor sights, so I never was in danger 
of frostbite.  I had asked to see contempo-
rary culture, and was taken to visit the Folk 
Art Center housed in the 14th  Century 
monastery of St Nicolai Belsky.  Master craft-
speople conduct classes and presentations 
of ethnic clothing, dolls, cloth and birchbark 
weaving.

With forty-eight churches and monas-
teries located in Veliky Novgorod, many 
are open as museums, and eleven are fully 
functioning.  You would expect a rather 
grand collection of icons here, and you will 

VeLiKy noVGoroD
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find them. The Novgorod style of icon painting, and icons from the 
schools of Pskov and Moscow, are to be found in the Novgorod State 
Museum collection of 11th - 19th century icons. Recently refurbished 
and situated in the Kremlin, only a fraction of the Museum’s sizeable 
icon collection is on display. Icons are in many of the churches open 
to the public, along with frescoes and wall paintings.  St Sophia Ca-
thedral, which is in the Kremlin, is the oldest stone church surviv-
ing in Russia.  Built in 1045 -1050, and designed by Greek architects, 
it houses the miracle-working Icon of Our Lady of the Sign, which 
was instrumental in turning back the invading forces of Suzdal. This 
beautiful church also has an incredible set of bronze doors from the 
German city of Magdeburg, depicting scenes from the Bible and 
mythological creatures, and a huge bronze chandelier donated by 
Boris Godunov.

I visited the painting studio of Oleg Saulov and the birch bark 
workshop of Vladimir Yarish. I also caught a contemporary play 
performed by graduate theater students from the Novgorod State 
University named after Yaroslav the Wise at the Maly Theater.  In 
mid-afternoon, I spent an hour at the Open-Air Museum of Wooden 
Architecture “Vitoslavlisy” on the edge of town, where Christmas-
tide celebrations are held in January, and the International Folk Arts 
Festival in June. Other major events include the “Tsar Fairy-Tale” 
International Theater Festival and the Medieval War Games and 
Knight’s Tournaments in April, and Hansa Days in May.  In 2009, the 
festivals will be even more elaborate as Veliky Novgorod hosts the 
modern Hanseatic League, of more than 100 European city mem-
bers in June. And in September of 2009, the city will celebrate its 
1,150 birthday with three days of festivals, fireworks and special 
events.

Restaurants are also blooming on the streets of Veliky Novgorod, 
and I tried out a few; some with live entertainment in the evening.  
I would definitely recommend the “Holmgard” restaurant where I 
had a great baked chicken, shrimp salad and excellent red Chilean 
wine.  Joining a livelier crowd on a Saturday night, I went to the 
newly-designed disco/restaurant “Zazerkalie”, which has live DJ 

music, dancing and pole-dancing, on the lazer-beamed stage after 
midnight. 

For traveller information please visit the Passport Magazine website 
at www.passportmagazine.ru
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“no  mor e  s a u t e e d  K a ng a roo  l i v e r
at  doug ’s  s t e a K  House”
ANZBIR (Australian New Zealand Businessmen in Russia), a 
Moscow-based networking club for antipodeans, had its first 
event after an 18 month hiatus. on October 19th at the newly 
opened Doug's Steakhouse.  David Gorrel, an Australian ex-
patriate business consultant, has taken over the reins of the 
club, and was delighted with this first event of the season. 
Approximately 50 expatriates and businessmen from vari-
ous countries (not limited to Australasia) turned up for the 
event. The Ambassadors of Australia and New Zealand were 
in attendance as well. Sponsorship was provided by DHL; CIS 
operations of DHL are run by New Zealand expatriate Garry 
Kemp. Mr. Gorrel had this to say on the future of ANZBIR: "I 
am very pleased with the turn out for this first event, and we 
plan on many more over the coming months. ANZBIR plans 
to link up with various other expatriate business clubs in 
town to create truly valuable networking events that hope-
fully shall benefit all, no matter where you are from.  While 
we were glad to see that Doug’s Steak House serves noth-
ing but the finest steak imported from Australia, and great 
Australian shiraz to boot, we are quite disappointed that they 
have removed sauteed kangaroo liver from the menu.”

ANZBIR can be contacted at anzbir@gmail.com

DAVID THOMAES
has strengthened the DTZ global 
corporate services team in Russia by 
his appointment as Consultant in Oc-
cupier Services. Prior to joining DTZ, 
Mr.Thomas was head of corporate 
sales and development for Move One 
Relocations in Moscow and held the 
role of country manager for Move 
One in the Czech Republic and Slo-
vakia prior to coming to Moscow. His 
experience in retail sales, direct sales 
and corporate management spans 13 
years. David is a graduate of Fanshawe 
College in Canada. M
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NIGEL TURNER 
a Chief Executive Officer of BMI, 
one of the UK’s largest airlines since 
2004, has become head of the newly 
launched daily roundtrip service be-
tween Moscow’s Domodedovo and 
London’s Heathrow which began in 
October 2006. BMI has a commer-
cial agreement with Transaero, the 
Russian Federation carrier which si-
multaneously launched the route, 
effectively doubling the number of 
roundtrip flights between the two 
airports to 4 per day. A graduate of 
Sheffield University in 1980 Mr.Turner 
was promoted to finance director of 
BMI in 1994. In 2002 he was promoted 
to Chief Financial Officer of the entire 
British Midland PLC group.  Nigel had 
responsibility for procurement and 
charter activities within BMI, with a 
particular emphasis on aircraft pro-
curement and airport charges. 

MARCUS TEBBUTT-FORD 
has joined the ProLogics Group as 
Business Development Director in 
Russia.  Marcus has been living and 
working in Russia for more than elev-
en years, much of that time spent in 
risk management at DRUM Resources 
and more recently as a consultant at 
British American Tobacco. Following 
a six month break in the UK to spend 
time with his wife and newborn son, 
Marcus will now be responsible for 
developing the existing ProLogics 
outsourcing services, including in-
dustrial personnel, owner/operated 
truck fleet and in-store merchandis-
ing teams.
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PatriCK J. ‘Paddy’ o’dolan

By JAMes BLAKe. PHOTO By LizA AzAROVA.

is a
warm-hearted
Irishman
with a liking
for hotspots



.business

29

business.

PASSPORT | deceMBeR | 2006 | issue # �2 

The foyer bar of the Marriott Grand 
on Tverskaya is a good place to sit 
and wait for the General Director of 

MoscomNet, while having a cup of coffee.  
As waiters quietly patrol the room looking 
for empty cups and saucers in the subdued 
light and subtle setting, a number of tables 
are populated with well-dressed men and 
women chatting earnestly about business.  
God only knows what business, but they 
could only be business people. One hears 
proposals and considerations; occasional 
numbers; ideas; the grist of making money 
underlying it all. But the Marriott Grand is 
the home of something else as well.  A close 
look at most of the tables reveals that a large 
proportion of the time of those people dis-
cussing their business, is spent looking at 
various things on computers and mobile 
devices.  A power-point presentation here, a 
confirmatory e-mail from someone there, a 
reminder for the next meeting somewhere 
else.  And all of this is coming through cour-
tesy of wireless technology, known as 
Wi-Fi, because I am sitting in the first 
Moscow Wi-Fi hotspot - the precursor of 
many more - and the child of one man’s 
commitment to bringing the very latest 
Wi-Fi technology to Moscow. The peo-
ple sitting here in a relaxed environ-
ment doing whatever business deals 
they are doing, are doing so because 
of what he had the foresight to see, 
to push for, and install.

Patrick J. (‘Paddy’) O’Dolan, the 
man for whom I have waited, is a commu-
nicative man if ever there was one.  Indeed, 
to sit and chat with him is to entertain the 
suspicion that every last thought that passes 
his lips has had to compete for the privilege. 
But what does come through, certainly, are 
some very perceptive observations about 
doing business in Russia, an obvious interest 
in the world around him, and a good dollop 
of personal generosity, to people in general, 
and to the Russians in particular.

‘The thing to remember, is that these 
people are basically the same as everyone 
else.  They want to do the same things, have 
a comfortable life, give their kids opportu-
nity.  They’re no different to anyone.’

That sort of thought comes from nearly 
fifteen years of communications work in Rus-
sia.  He started with Rentaphone back in the 
days when mobiles were significantly larger 
than they are now, and with some mirth he 
recollects the ‘bricks’ that were once lugged 
around. Rentaphone gave way to instant 
paging of the type needed by Moscow’s 
burgeoning business community, and then 
four years ago he saw the future: Wi-Fi.

‘I had problems convincing even my own 
staff of the merit of the idea,’he recalls. ‘I’d 

seen it in the States and thought it would 
take off here, but plenty of people were 
more than sceptical. “Russians won’t carry 
laptops around, that’s not the way Russians 
do business, and that sort of thing.”’

‘But the easiest thing in the world is to say 
no. Sometimes you have to ask why they are 
saying no, sometimes you just haven’t asked 
the right question, or asked it in exactly the 
right way.’

He recalls meetings with the manage-
ment of the Marriot about putting in the 
newfangled system.  Their IT people were 
sceptical, and raised issue after issue which 
needed to be addressed; and when this had 
been done, he recalls that an IT manager said 
to him, ‘But it still won’t get used by hotel pa-
trons, there’s no need for it.’  O’Dolan knew 
that it would be popular with hotel patrons, 
and it was; so it was soon spread throughout 
the three Marriott Hotels in Moscow prior to 
being put into other hotels, restaurants, and 
then into a number of coffee shops.  Other 

companies have taken up the act 
as well, but 

MoscomNet still 
prides itself on having the best quality 
service. His next step is to start connecting 
petrol stations, along with major railways 
stations, and some of the larger shopping 
malls. All of this will mean that anyone ever 
having a need to, will be able to plug into 
the net for messaging, e-mail, and general 
information the moment they have a sub-
scription with MoscomNet. They might do 
it from a laptop, but even that’s getting a 
little bulky, I realise, as he hands me the next 
generation of mobile, which hasn’t even 
been released here yet. It sends e-mails, ac-
cesses internet, sends and receives any sort 
of data anyone is likely to need, and fits in 
your hand.

“If you put a quality Wi-Fi service into 
these places, people will want to use it. If 
the system can support the information 
that people want, and it’s fast and reliable, 
then it makes their life easier. And if it’s do-
ing that, then its doing the same thing for 
the people here that people all round the 
world are trying to do, and that’s make life 
a little easier.”

If you look around the room it’s hard to 

disagree.  Before our very eyes there are 
people relaxing over their business, sipping 
coffees, and tucking into pieces of cake in a 
way they probably wouldn’t if there was no 
way to access the information they needed. 
It’s palpably easier than doing it in an office 
somewhere. If everyone could work from a 
comfortable chair and nice table in a lightly-
populated coffee bar, more people would 
want to do it, and the world would probably 
be a better place.

Part of Patrick’s belief comes from his 
having seen it all before.  He has seen a 
transformation of a country’s economic 
fortune in his homeland, and knows how 
quickly it can all come about. Of his native 
Ireland he recalls the time when most of 
those with whom he went through school 
or university, were destined to emigrate, but 
in only twenty years Ireland now takes fifty 
thousand immigrants a year just to make 
sure that the ‘Celtic Tiger’ economy keeps 
purring along.  In addition, he speaks with 
some pride of Ireland’s burgeoning popula-
tion of Russian speakers, and he has good 

contacts with the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Dublin.  When he first came 
to Moscow the dreary grey streets and 

buildings didn’t seem that far removed 
from the Ireland of not that long ago.  

And the pride of being able to say that 
he installed the Wi-Fi technology into 

Moscow’s Marriott flagship first, from 
where he has spread it to other locations, 
takes on more significance when you are 

sitting in one of the best hotels in a city 
now riding a neon-lit economic boom like 
no other.

He has taken part in the organisation of 
St Patrick’s Day festivities in Moscow and 
points out that his countrymen have done 
much in spreading some of the highlights 
of Western culture to Russia - from the Dom 
Irlandski supermarket; the still Irish-owned 
duty-free at Sheremetyevo, and the ubiq-
uitous Irish Pubs.  O’Dolan thinks there is 
something of a link between Russians and 
Irishmen, quite apart from their both being 
at the extremities of Europe, and that this 
link contributes to further fostering of ties: 
“I think both are a down- to-earth people, 
for whom family is important, and both 
don’t mind a drink of sorts.”  He pauses for a 
moment, before adding with a gleam in his 
eye ‘And, of course, there’s the cabbage and 
potatoes.’  

I suspect that you don’t need to have 
that much in common to have something in 
common with Paddy O’Dolan. And for those 
moments when either one of you is busy, 
doing it via Wi-Fi, from one of the hotspots 
he’s installed around town, would be a  
comfortable way to go.  

<< the easiest thing in the 
world is to say no, sometimes 
you have to ask why they are 
saying no; sometimes you 
just haven’t asked the right 
question, or asked it in ex-
actly the right way >>

PatriCK J. ‘Paddy’ o’dolan
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russia's entry into the World Trade Organization was signed in the middle of November, 2006. William 

J. Burns, U.s. ambassador to russia, gave a speech in Moscow, on November 28, 2006, to the 

american Chamber of Commerce, titled ‘WTO and U.s.-russian relations.’ Below, we print extracts of 

the speech, which looks at the impact of this historic agreement.

noT A mirAcle cure

…“the focus of my remarks today will be 
on the bilateral agreement on Russia's entry 
into the World Trade Organization that we 
signed a week ago. That agreement is the 
single biggest achievement in economic re-
lations between our two countries in over a 
decade – which is about how long it took to 
negotiate. While not a miracle cure for either 
of us, it is deeply in the interest of both our 
countries….

I hardly need to tell any of you that the 
last few years have been a period of con-
siderable frustration and disappointment 
about our relationship in both Moscow and 
Washington. For Americans, there is concern 
about overcentralization of power in Russia, 
and how that power is used in dealing with 
some of its neighbors. For Russians, there 
is a growing conviction that Americans re-
ally don't understand how difficult the last 
fifteen years have been for Russia; that  
Americans are too quick to criticize and lec-
ture; and that Americans like to say that they 
welcome Russia's reemergence as a Great 
Power, but don't really mean it.

There is a growing risk, it seems to me, 
that in our current fashion of mutual dissat-
isfaction we may lose sight of what we have 
to gain by working together. That risk is not 
likely to recede in the next couple years. This 
is a moment for both of us to take a step 
back, and take a careful and honest look at 
what's at stake….

In two meetings over the past two weeks, 

our two Presidents have demonstrated a 
clear appreciation of this fact. It was no ac-
cident that President Bush chose to stop in 
Moscow en route to Southeast Asia; there 
are lots of more natural places to refuel on the 
way from Washington to Singapore. Both 
President Bush and President Putin made 
clear in their recent meetings that the Unit-
ed States and Russia matter to one another, 
and that a healthy relationship between us 
matters to the rest of the world….

As all of you know better than I do, our bi-
lateral WTO agreement comes at a moment 
of remarkable vitality in the Russian econ-
omy, and in American business growth in 
Russia. Fueled by soaring energy prices, but 
also benefiting from budget discipline that 
Americans can only envy these days, eco-
nomic growth in Russia has averaged nearly 
7% over the last seven years. Foreign direct 
investment has tripled in the last three years. 
And Russia has dramatically transformed it-
self from debtor nation to creditor. With one 
of the fastest growing retail markets in the 
world, the Russian economy will reach the 
$1 trillion mark this year, and some think it 
could hit $2 trillion as early as 2010.

Unlike the Soviet Union, Russia is con-
nected to the world in powerful ways today. 
Young Russians wake up every day with 
choices their parents could only dream of. 
Russia is among the top ten countries in 
the world today in total number of internet 
users, ahead of India and Brazil. It is in the 
top five in number of books published ev-
ery year. Mobile phone ownership has gone 
from 3 million in 2000 to 80 million today, 
and laptop sales have gone from 40,000 six 
years ago to over 600,000 today.

While the gap between rich and poor 
is still much too big, the number of people 
beneath the poverty line in Russia has been 
cut in half since the end of the 1990s. Most 
boats are rising economically across Russia, 
and a middle class of Russian consumers is 
beginning to emerge, perhaps as much as 
a quarter of the population. It's not yet the 
tax-paying, politically-engaged, self-aware 
middle class that has developed over time 
in other countries. But it's the beginning of 
the core constituency for modern economic 
and political institutions, a growing group of 

people with clear economic interests and a 
real stake in how decisions are made, how 
their money is used, and how rule of law can 
protect their equities and those of their chil-
dren.

Meanwhile, American business is ex-
panding rapidly across Russia, helping to 
create jobs and opportunities for both our 
countries. American investment in Rus-
sia rose by nearly 50% last year, much of it 
outside Moscow. In my own frequent trav-
els around Russia, I've seen first hand the 
success of Alcoa in Samara; of International 
Paper in Svetegorsk; of Coca Cola in its ex-
panded plant in Krasnoyarsk; and of General 
Motors as it builds a new plant in St. Peters-
burg. Proctor and Gamble already employs 
more than 20,000 Russians, and its Russian 
business is now four-fifths the size of its 
China operations. …Much more is possible 
in the years ahead….

WTO membership will provide a strong 
impulse toward diversification of the Rus-
sian economy beyond oil and gas…. Russian 
consumers will see a broader range of goods at 
cheaper prices in stores and groceries. Rus-
sian food processors will have better access 
to import ingredients due to lower tariffs 
and fewer import restrictions. WTO mem-
bership will also allow Russian agricultural 
producers to better defend and promote 
their export interests.

Our bilateral agreement struck a mutu-
ally-beneficial compromise on financial ser-
vices. On protection of intellectual property 
rights, as Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates said 
in Moscow earlier this month, Russia's sus-
tained anti-piracy efforts will open up new 
opportunities for both of us. Fighting piracy 
is not a favor to the U.S. or the WTO or anyone 
else. It is deeply in the self-interest of Russia, 
its reemerging music and film industries, 
and its own technology sector.

The relationship between the United 
States and Russia will mark its 200th anni-
versary next year. … I am certain that Russia 
and America are going to need each other 
and matter to each other for many decades 
to come.”
 

The complete speech is available at: 
http://moscow.usembassy.gov
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It's big; we have the sore feet to show 
for it. There are other attributes about 
the mall which also enter it into league 

tables, including the fact that it is the mall 
with the largest number of stores in Rus-
sia. The IKEA Mega Malls are larger in terms 
of area: up to 250,000 sq meters, as com-
pared with Evropeisky’s 180,000 square 
meters (2 million square feet). However, 
since there are hardly any large-format 
stores in Evropeisky the number of shops 
is much greater. According to Passport es-
timates, based upon the directories inside 
the centre, there are more than 300 units 
(some stores are still not yet open). 

We asked the experts what they think 
about Evropeisky: "We were impressed 
by the number of new brands the owner 
managed to bring to the project. Evropey-
skiy today offers a unique fashion brand 
selection among all shopping centres 
in Moscow, featuring, in particular, such 
stores as Top Shop, Bershka and Massimo 
Dutti". (Jeff Kershaw, Director, Retail, CBRE 
Richard Ellis Noble Gibbons).

The mall is also a milestone in Rus-
sian retail history since many Western 
brands are making their first foray into 
the Russian market, in this state-of-the-
art shopping centre. When the mall was 
designed, it was the intention not to copy 
all the other malls, and to try to 'raise the 
bar,' such as the fact that it offers indoor 
parking above the mall on the 5th and 6th 
floors (a Moscow first), as well as parking 
in the lower floors below the basement of 
the mall. 

We think that this mall will seriously 
challenge Moscow's busiest shopping 
centre, Manezh, in terms of better ameni-
ties and increased accessibility. Of course, 
what matters most of all is the stores 
themselves, and here the Evropeisky 
scores high; some of the Western brands 
of note are listed in the side bar.

Evropeisky Mall is the only in-town 
shopping centre which has a supermar-
ket. A competing mall across town, Atrium 

In November, evropeisky Mall, the largest in-town 
shopping mall in the world, opened in Moscow.  
Passport magazine gave it the once over.

retAil therAPy

By dANieL KLeiN 

(Kurskaya train station), recently closed 
its supermarket to make way for a 'much-
needed' large casino. Other amenities not 
found in many other in-town centres in-
clude: a fitness club, movie theatre (Atri-
um does have one), and metro entrances 
feeding directly into the mall. There are 
also plenty of full-service restaurants and 
a large food court. 

Although the mall has not had its offi-
cial ribbon cutting, word is out, and shop-
pers are starting to swarm to Moscow’s 
latest and greatest shopping centre. This 
clearly will soon become one of Moscow’s 
destinations of choice, especially during 
the seemingly endless winter.

Evropeisky Mall: 
Kievsky Sq. 1 (opposite Kievsky train sta-
tion). M. Kievsky. Tel. : 229-6187



PASSPORT | deceMBeR | 2006 | issue # �2 
32

.business

One of the biggest fears that expats 
have when relocating to Russia is 
related to personal security, and 

the poor reputation that Russia has regard-
ing the safety of private citizens. We all have 
our own opinions about security in Russia 
and many of us have our personal security 
stories.  In the 1990’s when murders were 
commonplace in Moscow, many expat ex-
ecutives were required as a matter of course 
to have two shifts of drivers. Since drivers 
weren’t allowed to work more than 40-50 
hours a week, it was necessary to provide 
drivers for a second shift. When executives 
were dropped off at home late at night, after 
an evening in the office or a night out win-
ing and dining, or picked up in the morning, 
the driver would, like a bodyguard, meet 
the driver at the executive’s apartment 
door, not downstairs in the car park in front 
of the entrance. Car thefts were so common 
in the early 1990’s that drivers were required 
to sleep in their employer’s Western car as a 
crude type of theft deterrence. Fortunately, 
those days are long gone, and wealthy ex-
pats are no more a crime target than their 
Russian counterparts. While Russia defi-
nitely looks and feels a lot safer than it did a 
decade ago, security can still be a concern. 
It is hard to draw any conclusions about sta-
tistics since many if not most crimes still go 
unreported.

Security is not only a concern due to the 
particularities of Russian crime rates, but 
also due to language barriers and unfamil-
iarity with local Russian criminal laws.

Many expats expect their embassies to 
assist them on a 24/7 basis. While certain 
embassies do provide some assistance, they 
simply do not have the resources to help 
everyone with an issue about law enforce-
ment or if one falls victim to a crime.

Depending on your nationality, some 
embassies do have a 24-hour hotline num-
ber which can assist its citizens in event of 
legal problems. The 24-hour hotline for US 
and British citizens are below:

US Embassy 24-hour hotline 
728-5000
British Embassy 24-hour hotline   
956-7200

seCure living in russia?
By dANieL KLeiN 

Other consulate and embassy numbers 
can be found on the Passport Magazine 
web site: http://www.passportmagazine.
ru/334/.

In a conversation with someone from the 
British citizen services we were informed 
that the British Embassy in most situations 
will visit a detention center if one of its citi-
zens is arrested. This visit would be made 
within 24 hours of the arrest. The US Em-
bassy apparently provides similar services.  
The more grave the infraction, the greater 
attention the Embassy will pay to a given 
situation.  If it is a question of irregularities 
with your visa, or if you have fallen victim 
to a criminal fraud scam, your embassy may 
not give this the highest priority. In accor-
dance with treaties signed with many coun-
tries: if Russian law enforcement authorities 
detain citizens of certain countries, Russian 
law enforcement offices are required to in-
form the relevant embassy that a citizen of 
their country has been detained. This notifi-
cation is supposed to occur within 24 hours 

of detention.
While the services offered by many em-

bassies is clearly better than no service at 
all, there is a demand for having access to 
emergency services in case of need. 

The security void has been filled in part 
by security services companies that can 
provide assistance when an expatriate has 
a problem. MIG Security Services is one ex-
ample of a company that provides different 
packages of services to help fill in that secu-
rity gap. MIG was created in the early 1990’s 
and today has over 5000 employees; some 
800 in Moscow alone. Their geographi-
cal coverage is quite broad, having offices 
in most large Russian cities and the CIS as 
well. For as little as 1600 rubles per month, a 
MIG subscriber can have access to a 24-hour 
support help-line that can assist subscribers 
needing assistance. If arrested, or if you fall 
victim to a criminal scam, or you are in a bar 
where a fight is about to start, subscribers 
can phone the 24-hour hot line and MIG 
will dispatch their security forces or speak 
with police officers. A simple phone call is 

frequently enough to dissipate even the 
most heated encounters.  MIG can also pro-
vide support in case of an apartment break-
in. If an apartment has been broken into, it 
is not necessarily a good idea to enter the 
apartment since the burglars may have 
not yet departed. Getting the police and/
or a private security firm to the scene as 
soon as possible is clearly a recommended 
course of action. The private security firm 
can ensure that the police treat your valu-
ables properly and act within the relevant 
guidelines of taking evidence. They can also 
advise the burglary victim on what type of 
police report is required and all the relevant 
procedures. This may also be necessary in 
order to make proper insurance claims, if 
applicable.

There are a lot rules that expats simply 
do not know. For example, not everyone is 
aware that if the police knock on your door 
that you are not obligated by law to open 
it; unless they have a warrant. Most people 
do not know that the police under most cir-

cumstances are not allowed to search your 
pockets. MIG can provide 24-hour access to 
a lawyer who can assist in the unfortunate 
situation of an arrest. Most visitors to Russia 
have had the sometimes unpleasant experi-
ence, while walking down the street, of be-
ing asked to produce their passport with all 
the right registration stamps and visas. For-
tunately, few of us have been taken down 
to the local precinct for failure to produce 
the correct documentation. What rights do 
the police have and what rights does the 
arrested expat have in that circumstance? 
Have all the necessary procedures been 
duly followed by the arresting officers? 
Never mind the language barrier; trying to 
gauge whether the arresting officers have 
properly respected your rights in terms of 
body searches, or in conducting certain 
procedures at the local detention centre is 
anyone’s best guess. Even if there is a clear 
violation, what steps does one take in order 
to communicate that violation?  

MIG can also provide a broad range of 
other services such as temporary body-
guard services for VIP visitors, assistance 
with transportation of cash, and other tailor-
made services required by its clients. More 
information can be found on their web site: 
www.mig.ru. Although Russia has less than 
an ideal reputation in terms of security, rest 
assured that there are ways to improve your 
day-to-day safety! 
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By the first snowfall in November, Muscovites are al-
ready slowing down for the coming New Year holi-
day, and by December 10 a business call is likely to 

be greeted with, “What are you calling me for! It’s Christ-
mas!” Office staff are much too busy wrapping up gifts 
for their clients, to be able to talk about business.
Wine is high on the list of corporate presents, and wine 
also figures prominently at company parties. So, what 
is the best wine to buy for clients? And what is the 
best wine to buy for parties? 
Fortunately, the wine shelves at Moscow’s shops 
are filling up again, now at maybe 30% of 
their pre-wine-crisis level. We checked 
some of Moscow’s better shops to see what 
we could find for the New Year. Sadly, the 
July wine fiasco caused many importers, dis-
tributors and wine shops to disappear. The 
Kolletktion Vin shops still display a “Soon 
to Open” sign. But three of the best import-
ers, each with their own retail shops, have 
survived: the Grand Cru shops from Simple 
Wines, the Magnum and Decanter shops of 
DP Trade, and the Kauffman shops run by 
Whitehall owner Mark Kaufman. You can 
order by e-mail or via the website from an-
other good supplier, Palais Royal, and also 
from Chateau Le Grand Vostock, the Russian 
winery, which has French equipment and a 
resident French winemaker.

Decanter, MagnuM, vinuM 
Dmitry Pinsky’s DP Trade has several shops in 
Moscow under different names: Magnum, De-
canter, Vinum. DP Trade works with Australian 
Grant Dodd to bring some great Australian 
wines to Moscow, with an emphasis on the 
Shiraz grape. Grant’s Kalleske Clarry’s Barossa 
White (910r) and Clarry’s Barossa Red (1060r) 
top our list in price. Grant comments that the 
white is a Semillon/Chenin Blanc blend, all 
from old vine estate fruit  (up to 70 years old), 
is dry and fresh, more on the citrus fruit spec-
trum than stone fruits, and made to be drunk 
young. The Clarry's Red is a Grenache/Shiraz 
blend, aged in old oak, again with a lot of old 
vine material. The Kalleske family have been 
growers on this block for over 100 years and 
have supplied a lot of fruit for previous vintag-
es of the legendary Grange. The Clarry’s Red is 
well structured, spicy and fruit driven.

DP Trade also imports Chilean wines from Montes. The 
basics include Sauvignon Blanc 2005 (460r) and Merlot 
(510r). The Montes Sauvignon Blanc is one of my favorites 
in Moscow, very fruity and crisp. Try the Montes Leyda 

Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (710r) for special occasions. DP 
Trade offered us a 7% discount on our party order of 5 
cases of red and five of white.
Don’t forget that wine glasses make great Christmas gifts 
for wine lovers; DP Trade carries the Riedel brand.

KauffMan 
Kauffman carries the Oxford Landing line of 

wines from Australia, which include Sau-
vignon Blanc 2003 (404r) and Cabernet/
Shiraz 2001(421r), and Sileni New Zealand 

wines – including Chardonnay (457r) and 
Pinot Noir (457r). Both lines come with screw 
caps, easy to open, and don’t believe the 
criticism of traditionalists and cork producers 
– for wines meant to be consumed young a 
cork makes no contribution to quality. Prices 
shown on the Kauffman (Whitehall) website 
are slightly less than shop prices.

granD cru
The Grand Cru shops are owned by importer 

Simple Wines. Simple Wines imports wines 
from Grand Carlou of South Africa; the 2004 
Chardonnay was a Wine Spectator Top 100 
wine of that year. Grand Carlou has a Tortoise 
Hill Red 2006 (780r) and Tortoise Hill White 
2006 (700r) that make a good party pair. The 
Grand Carlou Syrah and Chardonnay are more 
expensive, and good selections for gift wines. 
Other wines suggested at the Grand Cru shop 
were the Sicilian Tasca D’Almerita Regaleali 
2005 (700r) and Tasca D’Almerita Regaleali 
Nero d’Avola 2004 (800r). Grand Cru offered 
us a 15% discount on a party order of 5 cases 
of red and 5 of white.

chateau le granD vOstOcK 
The Cuvee Karsov White (365r) and Cuvee 
Karsov Red (380r) are very good and served at 
some of Moscow’s best restaurants. I am also 
satisfied with their basic table wine, Terres du 
Sud Red (178r) or Terres du Sud White (178r). 
These wines can be ordered direct from the 
website (in English) and they deliver. Make 

sure you get wines that are vintage 2004 or 
later. Ask for a Passport magazine discount. 

cHARLes W. BORdeN

party wine 
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PrODucer anD Wine cOuntry shOP rOubles usD
Kalleske clarry’s Barossa White 2005 Australia decanter/Vinum 9�0 $33.96
Kalleske clarry’s Barossa Red 2004 Australia decanter/Vinum  �060 $39.55
sileni chardonnay 2005 New zealand Kauffman 457 $�7.05
sileni Pinot Noir 2005 New zealand Kauffman 457 $�7.05
Glen carlou Tortoise Hill White 2006 south Africa Grand cru 700 $26.�2
Glen carlou Tortoise Hill Red 2006 south Africa Grand cru 780 $29.�0
Montes sauvignon Blanc 2005 chile decanter/Vinum  460 $�7.�6
Montes Merlot chile decanter/Vinum  5�0 $�9.03
Oxford Landing sauvignon Blanc 2003 Australia Kauffman 404 $�5.07
Oxford Landing cabernet sauvignon/shiraz 200� Australia Kauffman 42� $�5.70
Tasca d’Almerita Regaleali Bianco 2005 sicily Grand cru 700 $26.�2
Tasca d’Almerita Regaleali Nero d’Avola 2004 sicily Grand cru 800 $29.85
Haskell Vineyards chardonnay 2005 south Africa www.palaisroyal.ru 875 $32.90
Haskell Vineyards dombeya 2003 south Africa www.palaisroyal.ru 875 $32.90
chateau Le Grand Vostock cuvee Karsov White 2004 Russia www.grandvostock.ru 365 $�3.62
chateau Le Grand Vostock cuvee Karsov Red 2004 Russia www.grandvostock.ru 380 $�4.�8

Palais rOyal 
Palais Royal distributes the South African 
wines from the winery of Moscow business-
man Preston Haskell, Haskell Vineyards. The 
Haskell Dombeya Chardonnay 2004 and 
Dombeya Amalgam 2003 will be available 
again by the beginning of December. The 
Haskell wines have scored well in two of the 
previous Passport wine tastings. 
Palais Royal is offering a special price to 
Passport readers of 25 euro per bottle. 

DP traDe shOPs

decanter, Bol. Polyanka 30, Tel: 238-3808
Magnum, Kutuzovsky Prospekt 24, Tel: 937-65�5
Magnum, ul. Plyuschkina 20, Tel: 775 0674
Vinum, Prechistenka 40/2, Tel: 775-2305

Website: www.wine-dp-trade.ru
e-mail: info@wine-dp-trade.ru 

KauffMan shOPs

Kutuzovsky Prospekt 22, Tel: 243-2238
ul. Kuznetsky Most 3, Tel: 624-0464
ul. Ostojhenka 27, Tel: 29�-367�

Website: www.whitehall.ru
e-mail: whsec@col.ru

granD cru shOPs

Novinsky Passage, 
Novinsky Bulvar 3�.
Tel:. 775-5553
e-mail: grandcru@grandc.ru

Palais rOyal

Palais Royal, 2nd Horoshovsky 7A 
Tel./fax: 940-2496/223-0757 
Website: www.palaisroyal.ru
e-mail: julia@palaisroyal.ru

chateau le granD vOstOcK

Gogolevsky blvd., �0, bld. 4,
Tel/fax: 783-7463 
Website: www.grandvostock.ru
e-mail: info@grandvostock.ru
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their mistresses); the bread is divine, espe-
cially the olive bread with soft tomatoes; in 
accordance with church practice, it’s com-
plimentary. The wine is decanted, and the 
waiter holds out his arm, covered with a 
white napkin; you might think that you’ve 
come to take communion (you have). The 
wine list is wide-ranging; a bottle of Chilean 
2003 Sol de Sol, Vina Aquitania will set you 
back 4,800 roubles. 

We are eating in a church; a sacrilege, yes, 
but that, surely, is the whole point. If we are 
here to worship, then this is also about sin-
ning and sinners. In Florence in 1497 Savon-
arola stoked up a “bonfire of the vanities” 
- ‘dirty’ pictures of the Madonna, gambling 
tables, books and art, all went up in smoke. 
Fast-forward to 2006 and Starck has graffiti 
on the walls in the bathroom; lampshades 
made of Kalashnikovs. Starck, however, 
is not in the business of preaching, but of 
making money; the lampshades are for sale 
in a downtown furniture shop at 4,200 euro. 
There is nothing wicked here, only another 
comment about the cult of materialism. 
Starck’s own bons mots describe it as a “dark 
shrine to the Moscow excesses of sex, vio-
lence and food.” 

Bon, for all its gangster chic, is more 
bourgeois than Borgia; the food tells you 
that. In the kitchen is Fabio Testa, from 
Bologna, a city with a long culinary heri-
tage, which he updates with little or no 
surprises. There is nothing sinful about 
the food; it is well presented, albeit a little 
bland, strangely lacking in salt and pepper. 
The portions are generous; my fellow wor-
shipper had excellent breast of duck (1,300 
roubles) which took up half of the plate. 
My sea bass (1,400 roubles) was flaky, soft 
and moist; the accompanying mashed po-
tato (350 roubles) and grilled vegetables 
(600 roubles) well-cooked; more homely 
than nouvelle cuisine.

For dessert, there is sorbet (150 roubles 
a scoop), also made on the premises. The 
tarte tatin (500 roubles) is made with ba-
nanas, rather than with the usual apples; 
it is served piping hot and comes with ice 
cream in a basket of burnt sugar. You can 
describe it simply as one of the pleasures 
of sinning. Starck would be pleased; a diner 
who knows that he has sinned.  

The food, however, is not the point. In Bon 
belief is what matters; the belief that you 
have come to the most fashionable place 
of worship in town. Bon is for the Believ-
ers; Non-Believers have no business going 
inside, except maybe to light a candle and 
offer up a prayer for the sins of the world. 

Bon, 4/4 Yakimanskaya Nab., 
Metro: Polyanka; .Tel.: 737-8008

BoNfIrE of thE 
VaNItIEs

God-fearing people don’t seem to 
have a good word to say about 
Bon, the temple designed by the 

high priest of style, Phillipe Starck; where 
the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah come 
to indulge in every imaginable excess. That 
is much how Bon has been painted in the 
press. Bon, however, is, in fact, an Italian 
restaurant decorated in the style of a Cath-
olic church (with some later additions), 
which will not surprise anybody who has 

By JeReMy NOBLe

been to Florence.
Michelangelo would have loved it here; 

what with the massed wrought-iron stands 
of dripping candles, the massive, extrava-
gantly-carved chairs placed in corners, and 
the frescoes. About those frescoes; much 
has been made about the genitalia, but 
take another look at the Sistine Chapel.

The service starts when the bread (made 
and blessed on the premises) is offered up 
to the congregation (city merchants and 
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BesPOK e cH A MPAGNe

Everybody we know drinks champagne at Christmas. It is not 
difficult to find French champagne in any wine store or su-
permarket in Moscow. Laurent Perrier, Veuve Clicquot, Moet 

& Chandon, Ruinart… and all of them at ruinous prices. We have 
come up with a way to enjoy champagne (well, ‘Shampanskoe’), 
and in a very special way – with your own label. 

If you would like to order your own exclusive bottles of cham-
pagne, with a bespoke design on the label, it can be done by going 
to the web-site of ‘Fullservice Print’ (http://www.fsprint.ru). Send an 
email with your required text, and their designer will come up with 
a suggested image. You can choose the type of paper you want; for 
example, gold foil or embossed type. Once you have confirmed the 
design and specifications, you need to pay 100% in advance. From 
placement of order to delivery takes about 14 days. Please note that 
the minimum order is for 120 bottles. Prices are given below. 

the histOry Of ‘shaMPansKOe’ 

Russian ‘champagne’ is a fairly recent invention. Two names are 
intimately connected with its birth. Prince Lev Golitsyn, was found-
er of the magnificent New World wine estate on the Crimean coast 
before his death in 1915. This would be the site of Soviet cham-
pagne-making efforts.

Anton Mikhailovich Frolov-Bagreev, an aristocrat and chemist, 
was hired by the estate of Abrau-Durso in 1905 to introduce the 
latest scientific methods into champagne production. Although his 
participation in the revolution of 1905 led to Siberian exile, Frolov-
Bagreev's expertise proved so important for the fatherland that he 
was back in the Crimea by 1906. Frolov-Bagreev spent the next fif-
teen years improving the quality of Russian champagne. 

In 1934 he developed a production system that allowed for fer-
mentation of the champagne in reservoirs, rather than in bottles 
as before. This allowed for mass production, making champagne a 

drink for the masses. Anastas Mikoyan, People's Commis-
sar of the Food Industry, helped Frolov attain his dream 
of popularizing the drink after the war. For several years, 
champagne was even sold on tap in food stores next to 
the fruit juices.

Today, virtually all Russian (Sovietskoye) Shampan-
skoye is made from imported bulk wine. Abrau Durso 
is one of the only remaining authentic producers of 
Russian sparkling wines made from Russian-grown 

grapes, at least for their most expensive wines. The 
only other is Tsimlanskoye in Rostov region near the 
Volga, which produces an excellent, sweet red spar-
kling wine, made according to ‘Cossack’ methods. 

Sparkling wines from both wineries are available 
at stores and supermarkets in 

Moscow.

tYPE 
of ‘shaMPaNskoE’ 

QuaNtItY of 
BottlEs

PrICE PEr Bot-
tlE (rouBlEs)

sEMI-swEEt, sEMI-drY, 
drY, Brut,

120 276

sEMI-swEEt, sEaMI-
drY, drY, Brut

504 210



w
in

e
 &

 d
in

e.

38

cO
sT

 O
F 

di
NN

eR
 F

OR
 O

Ne
 W

iT
HO

uT
 d

Ri
NK

s 
• 

 –
 T

O 
$�

5 
• 

 –
 $

�5
-3

0 
• 

 –
  $

30
-5

0 
• 

 –
  $

50
-�

00
 •

 
 –

 O
Ve

R 
$�

00
 –

  e
NG

Li
sH

-L
AN

Gu
AG

e 
M

eN
u 

• 
 –

 B
us

iN
es

s 
Lu

Nc
H 

• 
  –

 R
es

eR
VA

Ti
ON

s 
Re

cO
M

M
eN

de
d 

• 
 –

 K
id

s 
M

eN
u 

• 
 –

 d
eL

iV
eR

y 
• 

 –
 W

i-F
i

acaDeMia cafe & Pizzeria  
italian food plus sushi bar. 
Great place to enjoy pizza prepared in a wood oven
11.00-midnight. 2 Kamergersky Per., 292-9649

 Tverskaya    

accenti  
innovative italian with Japanese touches. 
��.00–last diner. 7 Kropotkinsky Per., 246-1515

 Park Kultury   (Fri, sat, sun)

aDriaticO  
exquisite dining. Four seating areas, each with its 
own style and menu. Noon-last diner
3 Blagoveschensky Per., 209-7914

 Mayakovskaya  

aist 
Occupying a three-floor mansion, the first floor holds 
a cafe with a designer interior, a mixed menu from a 
variety of cuisines and more moderate prices than 
are found on the second level. Besides higher prices, 
the second floor also has a classical �9th-century 
dining room interior and a fine-dining menu with a mix 
of French, italian and Mediterranean dishes. The third 
floor offers a summer patio. Noon-Midnight
8/1 Malaya Bronnaya Ul. 736-9131/32

 Pushkinskaya

aMfiteatrO 
French, italian, and Mediterranean food with a few 
Georgian dishes. Live music. Noon-last diner
7 Marksistskaya Ul., 911-0523

 Taganskaya  

aMerican bar&grill 
Hamburgers, steaks, bacon & eggs breakfast and 
more. children’s room on weekends. 24 hours
2/1 1st  Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul., 250-9525,

 Mayakovskaya
59 Ul. Zemlyanoi Val,  912-3621/15,

 Taganskaya
14 Kirovogradskaya Ul. (inside Global City Trade 
Centre), 956-4843,

 yuzhnaya

angelicO’s 
italian food with pan-european flair. Homemade 
pastas and seafood. Noon-midnight
6 Bolshoy Karetny Per., 299-3696 

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar    (orders from $200)

antOniO 
stylishly modern yet warm restaurant. Wide selec-
tion of French and italian wines. Live music
2a Ul. 1905 Goda, 255-1125

 ulitsa �905 Goda  

a PrOPOs 
in the same building as the Kalyagina theatre. simple 
interior and a sophisticated menu, including interest-
ing seafood options. Not inexpensive.Noon-midnight
2 Frolov Per. 625-4954/38

 chistiye Prudy

aniMe i Manga 
sushi bar with, as the name would suggest, a Japa-
nese animation and cartoon theme. The walls and ta-
bles are covered with Japanese cartoons. Waitress-
es dress like Japanese schoolgirls. Noon-midnight                                                                               
79 Butyrskaya Ul.  210-3549

 dmitrovskaya    

atlas cafe anD bar   
Watch  sport broadcasts and enjoy european cuisine. 
Open from ��.00 to ��.00
57 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Ul., Bldg.1, 255 9887

 Belorusskaya 

australian OPen  
eclectic fusion menu. 
Kangaroo and ostrich fillet, live sports broadcasts. 
Mon-Fri �0.00-6.00, sat-sun noon-6.00
10 Leningradsky Prospekt, Bldg.1, 214-1749

 Belorusskaya    (Thu, Fri, sat)

bavarius  
Bavarian food, beer. Noon-Midnight
2/30 Sadovaya-Triumfalnaya Ul., Bldg.1, 299-4211

 Mayakovskaya    

banana leaf  
sports bar with huge video screen and decent 
indian food. Noon-22.45 (restaurant), �0.00-
22.30(sports bar). 2 Kozitsky Per., 229-2114

 Tverskaya   

bega tOKyO 
Modern Japanese restaurant in minimalist surround-
ings. ��.00-23.00
8th floor Hotel Bega, 11 Begovaya Alley,    946-1733

 Begovaya, dinamo  

bleachers 2 
All the fun you can handle. 24 hours
30, Tsvetnoy bulvar, 694-23-03

 Tsvetnoy bulvar

beer MarKet 
Out of the way, but has Moscow’s best range of 
on-tap beers numbering some 70 varieties. Modern 
interior and a classic range of food suitable for ac-
companying beer. Noon-midnight                       
69 Butyrskaya Ul.,  977-7959

 savyolovskaya

benihana  
Japanese Teppan-style restaurant and fusion lobby 
bar. dishes skillfully prepared in front of customers. 
Noon-midnight. 5 Pushkin Ploschad, 209-1023

 Tverskaya  

bel MOnDO 
cozy european eatery with a classical interior. 
Noon-midnight                                               
16/23 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul., 250-0029

 Mayakovskaya

bericOny  
Home-style Georgian cuisine cooked over charcoal. 
Traditional decor. Homemade wine. ��.00-last guest 
11 Ul. Volkhonka, Bldg. 6, 298-1332

 Kropotkinskaya  

blOWfish 
Asian Fusion. Noon-Midnight
30 Tsvetnoy Bulvar, 694-01-45

 Tsvetnoy Bulvar

bOtaniKa 
small, but cute, eatery decorated in soothing shades 
of green fusion restaurant. serves innovative and 
tasty modern dishes for very reasonable prices. At-
tracts a fairly fashionable crowd. ��.00-midnight 
6�a Bolshaya Gruzinskaya ul., 254-0064

 Belorusskaya

bOulevarD  
French,with an eclectic menu. Noon-last diner
30/7 Ul. Petrovka, 209 6887

 chekhovskaya    (Wed, Thu, Fri)

biscuit  
casual dining, eclectic menu. sun-Wed. Noon-Mid-
night., Thu-sat Noon-�.00
19 Ul. Kuznetsky Most, Bldg. 1, 925-1729

 Kuzn. Most  

bleachers  
Moscow’s newest sports Bar offers a range of 
Burgers, Pizzas, south American hot dogs, english 
favourites including bangers and mash, shepherd’s 
Pie initiated by General Manager Martin Bainbridge. 
Features Happy Hour 6-9 every night, Ladies Night 
with free Redd’s Thursdays 7-�0 and Monday count-
down. international sport coverage from around trhe 
world and sports betting on premises from stan 
James. discotheque from 20.00, 24 hours 
1,Volgogradsky Prospekt (side of Jackpot).
676-3972

 Proletarskaya   
(50% disc sun-Mon  noon – 20.00)

bellagiO  
chic italian in a scenic and elegant atmosphere. 
Live music. 8 Mosfilmovskaya Ul., 143-8887

 Kievskaya 

bOccOncinO 
Modest, yet elegantly designed italian restaurant 
that prides itself on its pizzas and probably offers the 
thinnest crusts in town. The pizzas are good value, 
but the bill can add up if you start ordering other 
dishes or wine. Noon-midnight
7 Strasnoi Bulvar,  299-7359

 Pushkinskaya

bOn 
The third in a series of designer restaurants with 
design by Philippe starck (the other two were opened 
in Paris). italian cuisine for, as would be expected, 
substantial prices. Noon-last guest  
4/4 Yakimanskaya Ul., Building 1, 737-8009 

 Polyanka

bOscO  
italian menu with good selection of wines. Relaxed 
atmosphere. ��am-��pm. 3 Red Square, GUM, 1st 
floor, 929-3182/3139

 Okhotny Ryad 

cru  
Modern italian prepared by Milanese chef. specialties 
include homemade desserts. Noon-last guest 
61 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Ul., 254-0064

 Barrikadnaya  

cafe rOset 
Along with an excellent kitchen, cafe Roset offers 
a spectacular wine on its list, the Australian, 
clarendon Hills syrah. Visitors are welcome from 
9am – midnight.
29, Kutusovsky prospect, 249-90-40

 Kutuzovskaya

cafe PushKin 
A Moscow classic serving upmarket Russian cuisine 
in lavish, �9th century surroundings. The is a bustling 
dround-floor dining hall and a more sophisticated (and 
pricier) experience complete with classical quartet, 
on the upper levels. Reservation essential. 24 hours
Tverskoy Bulvar, 26a, 699-55-90

 Pushlinskaya

cutty sarK  
Restaurant stylized as a luxury ocean yacht. Fresh 
seafood. Aquarium with live lobsters and  crabs; 
over 40 varieties of fish in an ice showcase; oysters 
bar. seasonal offers from the chef. Wine from 
France, italy, spain and the New World and other 
elite beverages; cigars. "captain's cabin" ViP room. 
��:00-midnight. cards :all
12 Novinsky ..bldg., 202-1312/1621

 smolenskaya, Barrikadnaya

cafe Des artistes  
elegant French eatery and exhibition hall in one. 
��.00-�.00
5/6 Kamergersky Per., 692-4042

 Tverskaya   

cantinetta antinOri 
Out-of-this-world italian plus a selection of 50+ 
Antinori wines. Noon-midnight
20 Denezhny Per., 241-3771

 smolenskaya 

ciPOllinO 
coffee and cream-colored stylish italian eatery a 
stone's throw from christ the savior cathedral. 
Three halls with numerous divans make for cozy din-
ing in this upmarket restaurant. Noon-6.00
7 Soimonovsky Proyezd, Building 1, 291-6576

 Kropotkinskaya

cafe rOset 
Along with an excellent kitchen, cafe Roset offers 
a spectacular wine on its list, the Australian, 
clarendon Hills syrah. Visitors are welcome from 
9.00 – midnight.
29, Kutusovsky prospect, 249-90-40

 Kutuzovskaya

caffe frescO 
Relaxed but elegant atmosphere. Homemade pastas, 
pizza, and grilled seafood by an italian chef. 
Noon-last diner
8, 1st Frunzenskaya Ul., 242-0562

 Park Kultury    

carre blanc 
Tres chic. Award-winning wine list. Beer on tap. 
�2.00-midnight. 19/2 Seleznyovskaya Ul., 258-4403

 Novoslobodskaya   

cafe Maner 
european menu which changes every three days.  
�0.00-midnight. 
Berlin House, 5 Ul. Petrovka, 775-1959

 Kuznetsky Most   

central hOuse Of Writers  
Modern european food in an intimate �9th century 
ambience
50 Povarskaya Ul., 291-1515/7273, 290-1589

 Barrikadnaya   

ciccO club  
Family-friendly classic italian restaurant with a 
winter garden. specialises in italian wines
8-10 Azovskaya Ul., 310-3611

 Nakhimovsky Prospekt  

city grill  
contemporary european cuisine, state-of-the-art 
interior. Noon-2.00
2/30 Sad.-Triumphalnaya Ul., 299-0953

 Mayakovskaya   

cOurvOisier  
Modern european restaurant frequented by the chic 
and stylish. 24 hours
Malaya Sukharevskaya Ploschad, Bldg.8, 924-8242

 sukharevskaya 

cOrrea’s 
A chain of charming New york-style cafe restaurants. 
Reservation advised. 9:00-24:00
Sadovnacheskaya ul.,82/2, 969-21-13,

 Paveletskaya
Bolshoi ordinka Street ,40/2, 725-60-35,

 Tretiakovskaya
Bolshoi Gruzinskaya street, 32, 205-91-00,

 Belorusskaya
Rublevo-Uspenskoe highway, 85/1, 739-25-86,

 Krilatskoe

cafe ararat  
Armenian food inside the Ararat Park Hyatt. Mon-Fri 
noon-midnight, sat-sun �0.00-midnight
4 Neglinnaya Ul., 783-1234, ext. 5028

 Okhotny Ryad  

china club  
French-Asian fusion cuisine in an elegant interior. 
Noon-midnight. 2� ul. Krasina, 232-2778

 Mayakovskaya  
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Da ciccO  
Family-oriented italian dining. Good wine list. 
��.00-midnight. 13/12 Profsoyuznaya Ul., 125-1196

 Profsoyuznaya  

Da giacOMO 
The upmarket international italian restaurant chain, 
which has popular branches in Milan and New york, 
has opened in Moscow. The restaurant is said to 
offer an exact copy of the menu available in its two 
sister eateries. Best known for its seafood dishes. 
Noon-midnight
25/20 Ul. Spiridonovka, 746-6964

 Barrikadnaya

DOrian gray  
sophisticated, traditional italian cuisine.
Great Kremlin view. Noon-�.00
6/1 Kadyshevskaya Nab., 238-6401

 Polyanka   

Discreet charM Of the bOurgeOisie  
eclectic menu in a casual atmosphere. Trendy, young 
crowd. 24 hours
24 Ul. Bolshaya Lubyanka, 923-0848

 Lubyanka  

DiM suM  
Over 40 chinese dishes prepared by shanghainese 
chefs, but a limited and disappointing dim sum menu. 
Noon-last guest
3 Smolenskaya Ploschad, 937-8425

 smolenskaya  

DOug’s steaKhOuse 
Moscow’s best steakhouse. Noon-Midnight
30 Tsvetnoy Bulvar, 694-01-45

 Tsvetnoy Bulvar

Druzhba 
Reputedly the most authentic chinese restaurant 
in town, with an extensive menu ranging from the 
exotic (ears, offal and trotters) to the more usual 
meat and noodle dishes. �0:30-��.00
4 Novoslobodskaya Ul.,  973-1234/12

 Novoslobodskaya 

DOlf  
Modern european cuisine in a contemporary, elegant 
setting. Purchasable artwork on the walls. 
��.00-�.00 daily
3/2 1st Smolensky Per., 241-6217

 smolenskaya  

DOnna clara  
cozy cafe with a good selection of desserts. 
Noon-��.00
21/13 Malaya Bronnaya Ul., 290-3848

 Tverskaya, Mayakovskaya  

DzhustO  
upscale Japanese eatery. sun-Thu noon–midnight, 
Fri-sat noon-2.00
9 Bolshoi Tolmachevsky Per.,  937-3750, 953 6595

 Tretyakovskaya    

fauchOn  
Acclaimed French gourmet delicatessen, wine 
department and more. �0.00-23.00
7, 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul., 978-8083/74 (bou-
tique/restaurant)

 Mayakovskaya 

file 
decorated with seaside motifs, the name means 
fillet and this small one-room restaurant does, as you 
would expect, serve fish fillets among other seafood 
dishes. ��am-��pm
4/3 Strasnoi Bulvar, Building 3, 209-2844

 Pushkinskaya

flOriDita 
The total cuban experience. Live cuban bands, dJ, 
cocktails, La casa del Habanos. Noon-till the last guest
Stari Arbat, 36, 241-03-92

 Arbatskaya

frant  
centrally located, two-story cafe located in a 
downtown historical building. situated on a corner 
with high ceilings and large windows, this cafe is well-
suited to sipping coffee while watching the world 
walk by. ��.00-midnight
1 Ul. Solyanka, 628-5539

 Kitai Gorod

galereya  
Popular with high end crowd. Menu includes sushi, 
european favorites, and more. 24 hours
27 Ul. Petrovka, 937-4544

 chekhovskaya   

genatsvale  
classic Georgian cuisine with terrific Georgian wine. 
Live music from �9.00. Noon-modnight
12/1 Ul. ostozhenka, 202-0445

 Kropotkinskaya   (Fri, sat)

genatsvale On the arbat  
upscale cuisine to satisfy the most selective 
gourmet. Noon-�.00
11 Ul. Novy Arbat, Bldg. 2, 203-9453

 Arbatskaya  

gODunOv 
Russian cousin in this restaurant have been adapted 
to be more tourist-friendly. Try the almond vodka or 
medovuha (honey mead). Noon-midnight
Teatralnaya ploshchad’, 5/1, 298-56-09

 Teatralnaya

gOODMan steaK hOuse  
Huge steaks, plus generous side dishes and classic 
American desserts, Noon-midnight
23 Tverskaya Ul., 937-5679

 Tverskaya

giarDinO italianO  
Warm and relaxed sicilian restaurant specialising in 
handmade pastas and seafood. Generous portions. 
Noon-23.00. 37 Leninsky Prospekt, 958-1292

 Leninsky Prospekt  

gOa 
A chic restaurant and bar popular with a young 
executive crowd. Noon-Midnight
Myasnitskaya ulitsa, 8/2, 504-40-31

 Lubianka

granD cru 
Molecular gastronomy finally makes its way to Mos-
cow. At Grand cru, they’ve frozen and zapped the 
base ingredients of food for a scientifically intriguing 
eating experienced. in this small, non-smoking wine-
bar you can try appetizer with consistency from foam 
to jelly, which slip down without much need to chew, 
rather like astronaut fodder. Noon-midnight
22 Mal. Bronnaya Ul., 650-0118

 Tverskaya

green  
in this restaurant you have an opportunity to try 
dishes composed by Anatoly Komm - the only Russian 
chief, admitted in europe. english-language menu, 
Reservations recommended, delivery. Noon-Midnight
30/7 Petrovka Ul., 650 6887

 chekhovskaya

grillage  
european-Russian cuisine with vegetarian menu 
and homemade chocolates. Good wines and chinese 
teas. Noon-midnight. �/2 Pyatnitskaya Ul., Bldg. 1, 
953-9333

 Novokuznetskaya   

guillys restaurant  
steak&seafood in a historic mansion. Multinational 
culinary hits,special winter menu, extensive wine list. 
Mon-sun noon-midnight
Stoleshnikov Per., 6, 629-2050, 933-5521

 Tverskaya, Teatral'naya

gurOO  
indian cuisine in traditional surroundings. Attentive 
service and pleasant ambience. Noon-midnight
20/30 Ul. Krzhizhanovskogo, Bldg.1, 125-6276

 Profsoyuznaya  

gOgOl-MOgOl  
chic French-style cafe serving Russian and european 
food. �0.00-��.00. 6 Gagarinsky Per., 203-5506

 Kropotkinskaya 

harD rOcK cafe  
casual favorites – burgers, BBQ, cheesecake 
– amidst rock music memorabilia. 24 hours
44 Ul. Arbat, 205-8335

 Arbatskaya, smolenskaya    
 (Fri, sat, and large groups)

i fiOri 
A fashionable place for fashionable people with a fash-
ionable menu featuring italian, european, Japanese 
and Thai. Has a chill-out section plus turntables for 
guest dJs. The restaurant doubles as an interior-
design studio, so all items such as vases and so on 
are for sale. Noon-last guest
36/9 Novy Arbat, 290-7160

 Arbatskaya

 italianets  
casual italian dining with a French twist.
Noon-23.00
13 Samotyochnaya Ul., 688-5651

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar     

Just cafe 
super-centra european restaurant-club with a plush 
interior complemented by large mirrors in elaborate 
frames and crystal chandeliers. Award-winning 
cocktail concoctor seyran Gevorkyan mixes up tasty 
tipples. 24 hours
5/6 Tverskaya Ul., 692-6158

 Okhotny Ryad

KaMbala 
seafood restaurant where you mix and match your 
seafood from a bed of ice with your vegetables from 
wicker baskets and have them prepared to your lik-
ing. seating is in little dinghy-like booths named after 
Georgian towns. Noon-midnight
11 Novy Arbat, Building 2, 291-4909

 Arbatskaya

Kasbar  
Arabian, european and Japanese cuisine in oriental 
interiors. Belly dancers every evening. Noon to last 
diner. 53/6 Ul.ostozhenka, 246-0246

 Park Kultury  

Karetny DvOr 
Azerbaijani. sample a range of starters like mari-
nated chicken and stuffed peppers before moving on 
to a generous hank of shashlyk. 24 hours
Povarskaya ul., 52, 291-63-76

 Arbatskaya

KhatO  
Modern Japanese restaurant with diverse Japanese 
menu. ��.00-midnight
19 B. Nikitskaya Ul., Bldg.1, 290-2254

 Arbatskaya  

KeKs  
Gallery restaurant with a �970s european feel. 
��.00-last visitor. 11 Ul. Timura Frunze, 249-6362

 Park Kultury 

KOlKhi  
classic food plus fat-free fitness menu.
Noon-midnight. 1/1 Leningradsky Prospekt, 257-3176

 Belorusskaya 

KO.bOr.-Dash 
classical and formal interior with crystal chandeliers 
and portraits in gold frames hanging on the walls. 
serves a variety of cuisines including italian and 
uzbek. Noon-midnight. 3 orlikov Per., 207-8100

 Krasniye Vorota               

KitaisKy Kvartal  
Authentic uigur cusine from the xinjian Province of 
china. 24 hours. Outdoor Garden at the Propekt  
Mira location. Prospekt Mira 12/1, 207-6252

 sukharevskaya   

Knyaz bagratiOn  
Georgian cuisine in authentic �9th century atmo-
sphere, as well as wines and ingredients brought 
from Georgia. Noon-midnight
58 Ul. Pluschikha, Bldg.1, 933-7171

 Park Kultury  

KhaJurahO  
indian & european cuisine amongst wooden replicas of 
indian sculptures. Noon-23.00
14 Shmitovsky Per., 256 8136/7202

 ul. �905 Goda    (Fri, sat) 

la hacienDa 
Authentic Mexican cuisine under direction of Moeses 
castro. Noon-Midnight
13 Komsomolskiy Prospekt, 246-57-26

 Park Kulturi

la grOtta  
Modern italian cuisine in a light, spacious interior. 
Noon-midnight. 
27/4 Bolshaya Bronnaya Ul., 200-3057

 Tverskaya  

lOuisiana steaK hOuse  
A variety of steaks and shashlik.
 european food served as well. 
��.00-�.00
30 Pyatnitskaya Ul., Bldg. 4, 951-4244

 Novokuznetskaya   

la vOile 
super expensive seafood restaurant with a designer 
interior in gold tones. Boasts a tapas menu as well as  
a variety of seafood. 
Noon-midnight                                                               
19 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul, 771-7940

 Belorusskaya

lubyansKy 
Housed in the same building as the FsB's premises 
by Lubanskaya Ploshchad. The two-level restaurant 
among its numerous designer features has five 
projection screens, a dJ and VJ booth and a sound-
proofed area suitable for either karaoke or private 
business meetings. The menu offers a mixture of 
Middle eastern, Mediterranean with some Russian 
offerings. 24 hours. 
7 Malaya Lubyanka, 621-1378

 Lubyanka

lyustra  
european, Middle eastern and fusion cuisine in 
elegant �9th century palace. Noon-last guest
11/1 Vorotnikovy Per., 299-5852/3378

 Mayakovskaya    

l’ etranger  
intimate French-style fusion with  friendly atmo-
sphere.�2.00-midnight
13, 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul., 250- 9648

 Mayakovskaya 
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lOft  
european with French emphasis. Great view of 
Moscow from the open-air balcony. 9.00–�2.00
25 Nikolskaya, 933-7713/14

 Lubyanka    (for special view)

le gateau  
Homely French cooking with european touches. 
9.00–�.00 23 Tverskaya Ul., 937-5679, 209 5020,

 Tverskaya
2 Paveletskaya Ploschad, Bldg.1, 937-0532,

 Paveletskaya
24/27 Sadovaya-Samotechnaya Ul., 725-6476,

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar     

little JaPan  
Arkady Novikov’s latest, this time Japanese cuisine of 
average price and standard. �3.00-�.00
12a B. Dorogomilovskaya Ul., 243-2133

 Kievskaya

MeKhana bansKO  
Full Bulgarian menu. Whole baked lamb marinated in 
beer on Fridays. Folk music and dancing waiters. 
sun-Thur noon-��.00, Fri-sat noon-last diner
9/1 Smolenskaya Pl., 241-3132/6729, 244-7387

 smolenskaya    

MaharaJa  
A favourite spot for spicy indian food. 
Noon-23.00
2/1 Ul. Pokrovka, 921-9844

 Kitai-Gorod  

MacarOni  
Relaxed, cozy restaurant serving classic italian food. 
Noon-midnight
62 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Ul., 255-5593

 Barrikadnaya  

MariO  
delightful elegance and style flavoured with best 
quality italian dishes
17 Ul. Klimashkina, 253-6505

 ulitsa �905 Goda  

MOnPlasir  
French cuisine in a lavish �9th-century 
Russian dining hall. ��.00-last guest
2 Ul. Schipok, 737-0494

 Belorusskaya  

MaDaM galife  
Thai, Hungarian, Andalusian and Georgian food.
Live music. Noon-Midnight weekdays, 
5.00-Midnight sat-sun
26/1 Prospekt Mira, 775-2601

 Prospekt Mira

MilK anD hOney  
Modern european cuisine in an over-the-top �8th 
century Hermitage-like interior. 24 hours
38 Myasnitskaya Ul., 921-3278

 chistiye Prudy

MOscOW-berlin  
ideal for coffee and desserts. 
central european menu. 24 hours
52/2 Ploschad Tverskoi Zastavy, 251-2282

 Belorusskaya 

MOscOW-rOMe  
upmarket, Mediterranean food. 24 hrs
12 Stoleshnikov Per., Bldg.2, 229-5702

 Tverskaya   

MaisOn cafe  
Home-style French cooking in pleasant environment. 
Moon-�Midnight
12 Savvinskaya Nab.,Bldg.8, 246 3240

 smolenskaya 

MOi Druzya  
Relaxed and friendly italian restaurant serving a 
variety of pasta, risotto and fish dishes. extensive 
wine menu. Noon-midnight
22 1st Tverskaya–Yamskaya Ul., 251-1116/7868

 Mayakovskaya 

nOstalgie  
sophisticated French with european and Japanese 
touches. 5,000-bottle wine cellar. Noon–last diner  
12A Chistoprudny Bulvar,  625-7625

 chistiye Prudy   

na lestnitse  
Between stary and Novy Arbat on 3 levels. sushi 
menu, Mexican specialties, choice of pasta. dJ’s and 
show programs
1/4 Smolensky Per., 24 hours, 244 0655, 202 7670

 smolenskaya 

night flight  
european favorites by swedish chef: foie gras, elk 
carpaccio, pineapple sorbet.  6.00-5.00 
17 Tverskaya Ul., 229-4165

 Tverskaya  

OlhOf  
German beer garden on Pushkin square. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Noon-last visitor
5 Bolshoy Putinkovsky Per., 299-2228

 Tverskaya    

Ocean DreaM 
A seafood restaurant with a twist. Run by indian 
restaurateurs, this eatery offers a change from the 
swathe of Mediterranean seafood restaurants that 
have opened around town by offering seafood served 
in an indian and Portuguese fashion. Quite expensive. 
��.00-last guest
26 Nikoloyamskaya Ul., 502-9906

 Marksistskaya

POisOn  
upmarket international menu and an extensive 
cocktail list in stylish surroundings. Popular with hip 
young crowd. Noon-6.00
13 Ul. Myasnitskaya, Bldg.3, 923-0492

 chistiye Prudy, Lubyanka 

POlO club 
international cuisine in stylish and modern sur-
roundings. Menu includes prime beef steak and 
a good selection of seafood. extensive wine list. 
�8.00-Midnight
Marriot Royal Aurora Hotel, 11/12 Ul. Petrovka, 
937-1024

 Pushkinskaya

PraDO cafe  
Predictable offering of european, italian, chinese and 
Japanese food in plush surroundings. Noon-2.00
2 Slavyanskaya Ploschad, 784-6969

 Kitai-Gorod 

PetrOvsKy 
classically styled restaurant situated on the second 
and third floors above a boutique. Offers european 
dishes with modern touches. ��.00-midnight                                                             
21 Ul. Petrovka, 624-0358, 621-5713

 chekhovskaya

PrOs & cOns  
cozy, relaxed restaurant with a French-italian menu. 
Good wine list. Noon–midnight
28 Trubnaya Ul., 921-3392

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar  

PanaMe  
French-owned with traditional menu, relaxed atmosphere
7 Stoleshnikov Per., (entrance through the courtyard), 
229-2412

 Okhotny Ryad

Pasta Della MaMMa  
Many kinds of home-made pasta and pizza. From noon 
to midnight
12/9 Spiridonyevskiy Per., 730-5600

 Pushkinskaya

PinOcchiO  
Gourmet dining. italian chef and sommelier, cuban 
cigars. Noon-last diner
5/7 Kamergersky Per., 299-7361,

 Okhotny Ryad   
4/2 Kutuzovsky Pr., 243-5688,

 Kutuzovskaya

Praga  
european, Russian, Japanese and Brazilian dishes in 
luxurious setting. Ten different rooms and a night-
club. Noon-last guest
2/1 Ul. Arbat, 290-6171

 Arbatskaya 

PePerOni  
delicious italian cuisine and decor. ��.00-Midnight. 
17 Petrovka Ul., 980-7350

 Pushkinskaya  

PregO Pizza & Pasta  
Traditional italian cuisine and decor. �0.00-Midnight. 
6 Dolgorukovskaya Ul., 785-7895

 Novoslobodskaya  

Parisienne 
Four dining halls in a �9th century mansion, with 
traditional French cuisine.  Vintage French and italian 
wines.  Live salon jazz on Fridays/saturdays.  �3.00 
until last guest
31 Leningradsy Prospect; 613 0784

 Belorussaya, dinamo 

riviere 
upscale French food in a smart setting. 
Noon-last diner
4 Bolshaya Dorogomilovskaya Ul., 243-0977 

 Kievskaya  

restavratsia  
Modern european cuisine accompanied by more than 
80 varieties of whisky. 5.00-5.00
7 Leontyevsky Per., 290-5659

 Tverskaya R (Thu, Fri, sat)

rytsarsKy club  
Georgian specialties with great views  from the top 
of Vorobyovy Gory. �.00-midnight
28 Ul. Kosygina, 930-0726

 Leninsky Prospekt   

riKyu  
Traditional Japanese cuisine in stylish surroundings. 
extensive drinks menu includes plum wines and gold-
flaked sake. Noon-midnight
26 Prospekt Mira, Bldg. 8, 937-8803

 Prospekt Mira  

shafran  
situated between Patriarch’s Pond Pond and Tver-
skaya ulitsa. sample a range of the delicious mezes, 
which come with unlimited bread. 9:00-24:00
Spiridonevsky pereulok,12, buld.9, 737-9500

 Tverskaya

siMPle Pleasures 
First-rate  American dining in tranquil atmosphere. 
�2.00-�2.00 daily, Tue, Fri,  sat – 2.00.
22/1 Ul. Sretenka, 207-1521

 sukharevskaya   

scanDinavia  
swedish-managed restaurant popular with expats. 
cocktail bar. Noon-last diner
7 Maly Palashevsky Per., 937-5630

 Tverskaya      

shatush  
Modern chinese with european influences. Minimalist 
black wood interior. Noon-midnight 
17 Gogolevsky Bulvar, 201-4071

 Kropotkinskaya 

shtOlts  
european cuisine in three differently-decorated 
rooms. Noon-last diner
25–27 Savvinskaya Nab.,246-0253

 smolenskaya  

sOuP  
cozy cafe with a reasonably priced pan-european 
menu. Wide beverage selection
62 1st Brestskaya, Bldg.3, 251-1383

 Belorusskaya  

sinDbaD 
delightfully fresh food. Which includes a veal stew 
that neverfails. The place is small and reservations 
are not taken. �2:00-24:00
Nikitsky blv., 14, 291-71-15

 Tverskaya

syrnaya DyrKa  
Great range of French cheeses. Noon-midnight. 
32 Ul. Bolshaya Dmitrovka, Bldg.4-6.,209-1007

 chekhovskaya 

starlite Diner   
American ‘50s-style diner, extensive menu with 
great breakfasts, nachos and milkshakes. 
expat hangout. 24 hours
16, Ul. B. Sadovaya, 290-9638,

 Mayakovskaya
9a Ul. Korovy Val, 959-8919,

 Oktyabrskaya  

shOKOlaD  
Pan-european menu plus a selection of Japanese 
dishes. cozy decor and live music. 24 hours
5 Strastnoi Bulvar, 787-8866

 Tverskaya  

saPPOrO  
Modern Japanese restaurant with an extensive sushi 
and sashimi menu. 
Noon-23.00
14 Prospekt Mira, 207-0198/8253

 Prospekt Mira  

seiJi  
Minimalist modern Japanese restaurant with an 
elegantly-crafted and unusual menu. 
Noon-last guest
5/2 Komsomolsky Prospekt, 246-7624

 Park Kultury   (6 options)

seMifreDDO 
Little bit of everything – special set from chef. Large 
list of wines, sparkling wines, grappa and cognacs
Noon-23.00. 2 Rossolimo Ul., 248-6169

 Park Kultury

senO 
This inexpensive Russian restaurant is a good option 
for the budget- or time-conscious. its excellent 
self-service buffet offers a wide range of salads and 
hot meals. 9:00-24:00 
Kamergersky pereulok, 6 building 1, 692-04-52

 Tverskaya

settebellO 
classic italian menu with a Russian twist. cozy coffee 
lounge. Noon-last diner
3 Sadovaya-Samotechnaya Ul., 299-1656/ 3039

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar  

sPagO  
stylish restaurant with a wide range of pastas. 
Live music. Noon-23.00
1 Bolshoi Zlatoustinsky Per., 921-3797

 Lubyanka  

syr  
charming italian restaurant with a wine lounge on the 
second floor. Noon-last diner
16/2 Sadovaya-Samotechnaya Ul., 209-7770

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar  
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suliKO  
3 elegant dining rooms,�20 Georgian specialties. 
Noon-Midnight
42/2 Ul. Bolshaya Polyanka, 238-2888

 Polyanka   

santOrini  
Greek food in a tavern setting. 
Noon-midnight
15 Bolshaya Nikitskaya Ul., 291-4588

 Okhotny Ryad  

taPa De cOMiDa 
Three-level spanish restaurant. The first floor 
features a tapas bar, while the second and third are 
more serious restaurants. 
The tapas bar offers a decent range of inexpensive 
nibbles and a good range of affordable wines. 
shows sporting matches on a large screen. 
24 hours
20/2 Trubnaya Ul., Building 3, 208-2007,

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar

tiflis  
Georgian food in Tbilisi townhouse.
 Noon-midnight
32 Ul. ostozhenka, 290-2897/6139

 Kropotkinskaya  

tinKOff  
A beermaker’s industrial-style restaurant. 
Live music. Noon-2.00. 
11  Protochny Per., 777-3300

 smolenskaya   

tOKyO  
creative setting with sophisticated Japanese food. 
Noon-midnight
6 Ul.Varvarka (inside Rossiya Hotel), 298-5707/5374

 Kitai-Gorod  

uley  
Fusion from a French chef whose credo is “Food is 
art”. sun-Wed noon-2.00, Thu-sat 2pm-2.00
7 Ul. Gasheka, 797-4333

 Mayakovskaya    

tuttO-bene  
Bright, eclectic decor with cuisine from different 
italian provinces. Vegetarian menu available. 
Good selection of italian and French wines. 
Noon-23.00 
1/15 Kotelnicheskaya Nab., 234-3223, 915-2610

 Kitai-Gorod   

tsiMMis  
cuisine is comprised of original, carefully-collected 
home recipes. Beautiful interiors. 
separate kosher area with its own kitchen and grill. 
Noon-midnight. 
Kosher kitchen closed sat
3 Novoslobodskaya Ul., 973-0873

 Novoslobodskaya   

tunnel  
Japanese-American food with a european twist. 
Menu includes shashlik, chicken curry and 
vegetarian dishes. 
24 hours
7 Lubyansky Proezd, 937-4101

 Kitai-Gorod  

tesOrO 
Modern italian food including over fifteen varieties of 
pizza. Good venue for business or romantic dinners. 
Live pianist evenings. 
�0.00-23.00
4 Romanov Per., (Romanov Business Centre), 
937-7730

 Tverskaya  

t.g.i. friDay’s  
American favorites in a cozy wood–paneled setting. 
Noon-midnight
18/2 Tverskaya Ul., 200-3921/2497,

 Pushkinskaya
1/2 Leninsky Prospekt., 238-3200, 

 Oktyabrskaya
33 Ul. Zemlyanoi Val, in Atrium mall, 970-1187, 

 Kurskaya
14 Ul. Novy Arbat, Bldg.1, 291-1318, 

 Arbatskaya 
23 Ul. Garibaldi, 779-4211,

 Noviye cheryomushki.
3 Ul. Novoslobodskaya, 780-7922, 

 Novoslobodskaya     

versiya 1.0 
super modern cafe/club/restaurant with a virtual-
reality theme. The menu consists of dishes of modern 
european cuisine while the cocktail list is extensive. 
The establishment's main drawing card however, is 
its virtual-reality room, where the walls and doors 
all become giant displays showing cosmic scenes, 
ocean panoramas and other such "realities." 
Noon –2.00, Fri. & sat. noon-�6.00
3 Ul. Varvarka, 647-1303/04

 Ploshchad Revolyutsii

vOgue cafe  
european food, top clientele. 
Mon-Thu 8.30-�.00, Fri 8.30-2.00, 
sat noon-2.00, sun noon-�.00
7/9 Ul. Kuznetsky Most, 923-1701

 Kuznetsky most   

vreMya yest  
european food with German and czech emphases. 
Beer on tap. Noon-5.00
1/2 Lesnaya Ul.,251-6873

 Belorusskaya  

vanil  
Fusion of French and Thai cuisine. 
Great view of the nearby cathedral. 
Noon-midnight
1/9 Ul. ostozhenka, 202-3341

 Kropotkinskaya  

velvet  
elegant dining. House specialties include dorado 
with almond chutney, marbled beef steak, and Fin 
de claire oysters. Restaurant noon-midnight. cafe 
8.30-midnight
40 Ul. Spiridonovka, 101-4065

 Tverskaya, Mayakovskaya  

vesna  
chic modern interior with an italian-Japanese menu. 
Noon-midnight
19/1 Ul. Novy Arbat, 783-6996

 Arbatskaya 

villa rOsa 
Fancy italian restaurant housed in a �9th century 
mansion. Features rose-colored interior design, high-
back arm chairs and finished of with chandeliers. Be 
prepared to spend a lot of money. Noon-midnight
52 Pyatnitskaya Ul., 951-4080

 dobryninskaya

yaPOna MaMa  
Japanese food in modern, steely surroundings.
sun-Thurs noon-last diner, Fri-sat noon-5.00
11 Tsvetnoi Bulvar, Bldg. 3, 921-6098

 Tsvetnoi Bulvar    (Fri, sat, sun)

yellOW sea  
chinese and Japanese cooking with a separate oyster 
menu. chef’s specials, comprehensive wine and 
cigars list, summer menu. Live gigs by international 
artists on the summer terrace. sun to Tue, noon to 
�.00, Wed to sat, from noon to 6.00
27 Ul. Bolshaya Polyanka, 953 9634/54

 Polyanka

yaMa-Mia 
A two-hall sports bar and beer restaurant located 
right downtown. serves beer-friendly food with an 
italian twist. Offers inexpensive local beers as well as 
imports. shows live sporting matches. 
Noon-midnight
27 Tverskaya Ul., Building 1, 580-0871, 782-7185

 Mayakovskaya

zOlOtOi KuPOl  
upmarket restaurant serving caucasian and pan-
european cuisine. 
Wide  selection of beverages. 
24 hours
Gorky, Rublyovo-Uspenskoye Shosse, 419-5278

1 reDsquare 
The menu features lavish, centuries-old recipes. ex-
pect cream-laden meat dishes with sticky fruit-based 
sauces and live folk music.
 Noon – midnight
Krasnaya ploshchad, 1, 625-36-00

 Okhotny riad

4 angels cafe 
cuisine: european, Russian, Japanese
cozy cafe with gorgeous interior. New menu. collec-
tion 06/07 Autumn Winter. 
sunday-Thursday: �2.00-6.00 Friday-saturday:
24 hours
5 Pokrovka, 364-33-39

 Kitay-Gorod 

5 rings restaurant 
cuisine: european, Russian
classic european Restaurant with cozy atmosphere 
and elegant interior. 
Noon-last diner
27 Dolgorukovskaya, 250-25-51

 Novoslobodskaya  

13 sanDWiches bistrO  
cozy italian eatery serving warm pressed gourmet 
sandwiches. 
Open from �0.00 to 7.00.
www.�3sandwiches.ru 
21 Ul. Trubnaya, 106 4996

 Trubnaya. 

100% cOttOn  
Modern european cuisine in a large dining hall topped 
by a glass dome. 
Noon-midnight
43 Lesnaya Ul., 506-0033/5533

 Belorusskaya 

ENJOY THE TRUE TASTE OF THAILAND IN MOSCOW
COPENHAGEN • LONDON • BRUSSELS • PARIS • LYONS • MALTA • BEIRUT • KUWAIT • BAHRAIN • DUBAI • BANGKOK

ROYAL

THAI

CUISINE

RESTARAUNT

ROYAL

THAI

CUISINE

RESTARAUNT

MOSCOW, 31 NOVINSKY BOULEVARD TC NOVINSKY PASSAGE PHONE +7 495 580-77-57 WWW.BLUEELEPHANT.COM
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community.charity

Metis
A group that works to overcome 
discrimination and hardship faced 
by mixed-race children in Russia.
december �6th - A christmas 
celebration – �6:00 at the 
central children’s Russian Library, 
Oktyabrskaya square, #�.
We are looking for sponsors: we 
need money to invite some artists, 
and to buy presents. Our children 
can perform songs and poetry, 
but we don’t have a teacher who 
will lead them. Anybody is cordially 
invited to a program of events 
to celebrate christmas and learn 
more about the work of the Metis 
charity.
contact: emilia Tynes-Mensah.
metis200�@mail.ru

internatiOnal WOMen’s club
iWc is organizing its charitable 
WiNTeR BAzAAR 2006 on 
saturday december 2nd from 
�0:00 – �6:00. 
Address: Radisson sAs 
slavyanskaya Hotel, 2 Pl. evropy 
(Berezhkovskaya Nab.). 
M. Kievskaya.
More than 80 countries are 
participating: wines, clothing, 
souvenirs, jewelry, gourmet and 
traditional food, and much more…
everything you need for your 
Holiday shopping!
entrance fee: �00 Rubles

MOscOW internatiOnal chOir
The Moscow international choir 
will be holding its christmas 
concerts on the 5th and �2th of 
december at �9:30 at the Anglican 
church on Voskresenky Pereulok. 
This year's concert will include 
Benjamin Britten's "ceremony of 
carols" along with more traditional 
carols from around the world. 
Tickets cost 300 Rubles and 
proceeds go towards Life-Line 
charity. 
For more information please call 
corinne Hainsworth: �04-558�.

religiOn

MOscOW JeWish cOMMunity
�5th of december at �9:00 
- Hanukkah celebration at Moscow 
congregation for Progressive 
Judaism
�6th of december at �9:00 
- Hanukkah celebration for english 
speakers
�7th of december at �2:00 
- Kids Hanukkah event at Moscow 
state youth Theater (RAMT, next 
to Bolshoi Theater)
Address: Moscow Jewish 
community House, ul. 
Volochaevskaya, �4/�

st  anDreW’s
anglican church 
cHRisTMAs ANd NeW yeAR seRVices
Address: Voznesensky Per.8
The Rev. canon 
dr simon stephens – chaplain
sunday �7 december
��:00 Family Nativity Play within 
the Holy eucharist
�8:30 Traditional candlelight 
service of Nine Lessons and carols
sunday 24 december
08:30 BcP Holy communion
cHRisTMAs eVe
�8:00 children’s service at the crib
22:30 cHRisTMAs eVe MAss by 
candlelight
Monday 25 december
��:00 FAMiLy eucHARisT
cHRisTMAs dAy
�8:30 christmas day evening Prayer
Tuesday 26 december
�9:00 Holy eucharist (st stephen)
Wednesday 27 december
�9:00 Holy eucharist (st John)
Thursday 28 december 
�9:00 Holy eucharist (Holy innocents)
sunday 3� december
08:30 BcP Holy communion
NeW yeAR’s eVe
��:00 FAMiLy eucHARisT
OTHeR eVeNTs iN deceMBeR:
saturday december 2 – Trash & 
Treasure sale �2:00-�6:00 
 sunday december 3 – Advent 
sunday �5:00 ecumenical service
chaplain@standrewsmoscow.org
www.standrewsmoscow.org

internatiOnal 
christian fellOWshiP
sunday school, �0:00
sunday Worship service, ��:�5
Bolshoi Nikolopeskovsky Pereulok, �2a
icF is an evangelical church 
dedicated to strengthening and 
spreading faith in the Lord Jesus 
christ through 'making disciple-
makers'. if you are a christian 
(or if you're just interested) we 
warmly welcome you to come to 
our sunday morning service. Our 
contemporary worship services 
are conducted in english with 
simultaneous translation into 
Russian. Most of our members 
are expatriates from many 
different countries and diverse 
denominational backgrounds, so 
you're sure to feel at home. For 
more information, contact the icF 
office: 507-0635.

st catherine’s church
december �st – a prayer service 
for victims living with HiV/Aids to 
be held at st catherine the Great 
Martyr church. 
starts at �0:00 and will be 
conducted in both english and 
church slavonic. 
Following the service there will be 
a lecture by an individual living with 
HiV/Aids and the difficulties that 
he faces in daily life. We encourage 
all to attend this important event.
Address: 60/2 Bolshaya Ordynka, 
Moscow. M. dobryninskaya.
www.st-catherine.ru 

sOcial

iWc
The international Women’s club of 
Moscow will hold its Newcomers 
coffee Morning on december 
5th at the Hard Rock cafe on 
stary Arbat from �0.00 -�2:00. 
Newcomers and old members are 
welcome.

aMerican 
WOMen’s OrganizatiOn
The AWO of Moscow has over 
200 members and assists 
expat women adapt to life in 
Moscow through social, cultural 
and educational activities.  The 
club also supports charitable 
organizations in Moscow.  The 
AWO Meetings for this month will 
be held on december �st and �5th 
and a Newcomers coffee will take 
place on december 8th.  Members 
meet at �0:30 at the Hard Rock 
cafe on stary Arbat.
For further information email: 
awomoscow@yahoo.com

the MOscOW 
OratOriO sOciety
Performing Handel's Messiah 
and other christmas classics on 
saturday december 9 at 20:30.
Please join us for an evening of 
beautiful traditional christmas 
music.  Proceeds of the concert 
will be donated to the charities of 
the international Women’s club 
(iWc).  
Tickets are available at 300, 450 
and 600 roubles
Address: cathedral of the 
immaculate conception (Polish 
cathedral), Malaya Gruzinskaya 
ulitsa.
For tickets please contact 
Veronique Habipi. Phone: 8 
903 009-4973. 
email: arbat@rinet.ru
www.moscoworatorio.com

australian
anD neW zealanD sOcial 
WOMen’s grOuP (ausKi’s)
The Auski group meets at least 
once a month for lunch, usually 
on the second Wednesday, or 
whatever date is most convenient 
for whoever is hosting.
Primarily a social support group, 
we are a relatively small but very 
social and welcoming group.
The Auski group is open to all 
Australian and New zealand 
citizens and their spouses.  A 
limited number of associate 
memberships are available.  There 
is no charge for membership.  For 
more information please call Joy 
Harris: 255-49�5 or 722-6��3 or 
e-mail: joykatheryn@hotmail.com

outsourCINg – 
NEw EffECtIVE ModEl                                                             
of hr MaNagEMENt  

www.elite-europa.ru 

doMEstIC hElP 
housE kEEPINg                           
ProfEssIoNal goVErNEssEs
drIVEs
tel.: (495) 995 3607
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For those in the know, AWO stands for American Women’s 
Organization, and here in Moscow, along with the IWO or 
International Women’s Organization, they stir up a lot of 

dust as they party for charity, organize holiday craft fairs for char-
ity, and, generally, just have a good time for charity.  A Saturday 
night in October brought me into the AWO party zone when they 
had their Rockin’ Russki Roundup at the Holiday Inn near the Be-
lorussky train station.  

Could an evening in Moscow have been any stranger than one 
with more than a hundred Texans, and others who wished they 
were, partying it up in the ballroom of the Holiday Inn just like 
back in Dallas, or Austin, or anywhere in the U.S., where beer and 
margaritas with a shaker of salt are in supply.  I was overdressed 
– I wore a dress.  The women looked great in their tight jeans, 
white shirts and vests topped off with that Texas cowboy hat that 
anyone can look good in with the right ‘attitude.’  Well, not ev-
eryone.  I heard a rumour that the local help at the party were 
attired in cowboy outfits that had been specially shipped in from 
Texas.  They were dressed right, but they weren’t actin’ right! They 
looked like they were unhappy participants at a Halloween party.  
Imagine cowboys in from riding the range who are mighty un-
comfortable around strangers.  Not a smile from any of them as 
they moved among us, clearing our dishes away before we were 
finished, handing out our margaritas that packed a vodka-shot 
wallop, or solemnly watching the Texans doing energetic line 
dances.  I felt like tickling one of the pseudo-cowboys just to see 
if I could get a smile!    

No matter, the Rockin Russki Roundup was a great success, with 
a lottery for a Texas- style framed photo of a beautiful woman and 
her horse, a group sing of Jimmy Buffet’s “Margaritaville” that re-
ally brought down the house, and substantial money raised for 
charity, which is what all of the above was about.  

In my early days in Moscow, I nosed around and found the AWO 
coffee mornings.  In those days, they were held at the apartments 
of members who volunteered to host these events.  This is what 
got me to go.  Living in a slightly hovel-esque apartment, I wanted 
to see how the other half was living in Moscow.  And so I set off 
to my first AWO coffee.  It took me awhile to find the apartment, 
but I knew I had arrived when I heard a dull roar coming out of 
a half-opened apartment door several flights up.  The roar got 
louder and when I opened the door, I was confronted with dozens 
and dozens of laughing, screaming (well, yelling over the party 
din), American women whooping it up in their bare feet (it was 
a muddy winter day).  It was an amazing sight to someone who 
thought she had come to Russia to be the only expat American 
woman in town.  Silly me – there were thousands of us here!   And 
from the attitude of the AWO’ers we were all going to have a really 
good time in Moscow.  And it looks like we still are, judging from 
the Hoedown at the Holiday Inn. 

aWO
brings
texas 
hOMe
tO MOscOW
LiNdA LiPPNeR

How to say: ‘Be…’

Будьте …
The verb ‘to be’ (быть), doesn’t have a present form, 
only a past (был) and future (будет). 
Russians use Будьте (future imperative, вы form) to tell you, for 
example, to ‘Be good!’ or ask you to ‘Be so kind as to…’. It is com-
monly used when:

asking to speak to someone on tHe pHone:
Будьте …
…любезны, позовите, пожалуйста, Ольгу к телефону. 
lit: Be so kind, call Olga to the phone, please. 
(Could I speak to Olga, please?)
…любезны, можно Ольгу к телефону? 
(same request, also polite, but less of a mouthful!).

asking for information or a favour:
Будьте …
…добры, скажите, пожалуйста, сколько это стоит. 
The literal translation sounds incredibly formal (Be so good as to tell 
me how much this costs, please), but obviously simply means ‘Could 
you tell me how much this costs, please?’ 
…добры, возьмите на секунду. 
Could you hold this a moment please?
…добры, дождитесь меня. Could you wait for me, please.

wisHing someone HealtH and Happiness:
Будьте …
…здоровы! Be healthy! 
(said after someone sneezes, 
equivalent to English ‘Bless you!’)
…здоровы, счастливы и богаты! 
Be healthy, happy and rich! 
(A typical Russian toast or birthday wish).

not exactly giving orders, But…:
Будьте …
…осторожны, двери закрываются! 
Be careful, the doors are closing! 
(Metro users will know this one!).
…друзьями! Be friends! 
(what a mediator might say to two friends having a row).
…как дома! Make yourself at home.

Будь послушным, веди себя хорошо! 
Be good, behave yourself! 
(using the informal ты form, since you’d say this to a child).

giving in:
Будь, что будет. What will be will be.

previous pHrases on www.ruslingua.com

РУССКИЙ  ЯЗЫК
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On October 2�, 2006 the 20�th 
Anniversary of Britain's greatest 
naval victory, the British Business 
club in Moscow held its Trafalgar 
Ball in the Marriott Grand Hotel. 
Representatives of the British 
expatriate community as well as 
many Muscovites came in their 
best bib and tucker. everybody 
had enormous fun, and it was all 
in a good cause - supporting the 
Taganka children’s Fund. Raffle 
tickets for the fine prizes donated 
by the sponsors were generously 
bought by the guests. 
Mr Anthony Brenton, Her Majes-
ty's Ambassador to Moscow, was 
the guest of honour. Mr Brenton 
gave a few words: “i am delighted 
to contribute a word for this 
year’s Trafalgar Ball.  The Ball is a 
high point in the British Business 

club’s programme of involvement 
and support for British busi-
ness in Moscow, and of course a 
high point too in their generous 
programme of support for the 
Trafalgar children’s Fund, which 
now goes back seven years.  
i am immensely grateful to them.  
And while their success may not 
look as dramatic as that of Lord 
Nelson two hundred years ago, 
it speaks as eloquently in its own 
way of the good things our coun-
try and its people can do."

sPONsORs OF THe eVeNiNG WeRe: 
Avant-Garde Communications
DHL
Pepsi
Sun Interbrew 

histOry revieWeD
The Battle of Trafalgar was 
fought on 2� October �805, 
during the War of the Third 
coalition assembled by Britain 
against France. it was the 
most significant naval battle 
of the Napoleonic Wars, and 
the pivotal naval battle of 
the �9th century. As the two 
fleets moved towards engage-
ment, Admiral Nelson ran up 
a thirty-one flag signal to the 
rest of the fleet, spelling out 
the famous phrase "england 
expects that every man will do 
his duty." Nelson himself was 
wounded, and died on the deck 
of the Victory.

The largest jewellery store in Rus-
sia, New Russian Jewellery House, 
was opened by “Arkada” on Friday 
the 24th of November. situated 
on Krasnaya Presna street, within 
its 500m2 it houses a collection 
of the leading jewellery designers 
from Russia and abroad. What 
we at Passport Magazine like 
about it is their claim that there 
is one carat of diamonds for every 
square metre of floor space. 
certainly, there were plenty of 
big rocks on display at the opening 
party; Arkada presented a 34 
carat diamond worth $�.3 million. 
The highpoint of the evening 
was the presentation of “de Leri 
Jewelry,” a new exclusive jewellery 
brand created by Valeria, who is 
one of Russia’s most well-known 
popular singers. Valeria herself at-
tended the opening, dressed very 
elegantly in black, and wearing a 
necklace with an eye-catching dia-
mond. 'de Leri' features blue and 
pink diamonds; we like best the 
necklaces with white diamonds.
New Russian Jewellery House
24 Krasnaya Presna Street. 
Tel.: 739-4620/30 

“england expects…”

diamonds by the square metre
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The closing ceremony of the Harp-
er’s Bazaar exhibition took place on 
the 29th of October as part of the 
Millionaire Fair. The Harper’s Bazaar 
exhibition of art photography – “�0 
years of Luxury and style” – was 
created to honour the �0th an-
niversary of the magazine in Russia.
The collection included the best 
photographs that had appeared in 
the magazine during the time of its 
existence in Russia: approximately 
�00 works of the best photog-
raphers in the world, carefully 
selected by the editors and pre-
sented to a wider public.
The exhibition was first launched in 
March 2006 and during the sub-
sequent 8 months it managed to 
make quite a  road-show, following 
a route from Moscow, yekaterin-
burg, sochi, st Petersburg, and 
back to Moscow.
From the 27th till the 29th of 
October, the guests at the Mil-
lionaire Fair had a unique opportunity 
to experience the temptations of 
luxury images one last time. Among 
the artists whose works were 
presented at the exhibition were 
Peter Lindberg, Mario Testino, and 

many others. 
during the closing ceremony five 
works were bought for a total 
amount of 75,000 rubles. All the 
proceeds from the sales were given 
to the charity fund “Life Line” that 
helps seriously-ill children.

the temptations of luxury

Fashion Fragrance show ii was 
presented by ile de Beaute, a 
national chain of perfume and 
cosmetics shops – on the ��th 
of October 2006 in Moscow. 
The show was one in a series 
of events taking place under 
the umbrella of the Fashion 
Fragrance project launched 
successfully last year at the 
Billionaire club. At the time the 
success of the show exceeded all 
expectations, and the collec-
tion traveled through many of 
the biggest cities in Russia – st 
Petersburg, Kazan, yekaterin-
burg, Vladivostok, Krasnodar, and 
Rostov-on-don.
Fashion Fragrance show ii was 
devoted to the opening of the 
60th shop of the ile de Beaute 
chain in Russia, and the �5th in 
Moscow. it took place at the 
Moscow club diagilev Project, 
and the elegant and charming 

atmosphere of the celebrations 
was saturated with the most ex-
quisite aromas. What was unique 
about the show was that the 
famous fragrances could not only 
be smelled, but also seen with 
one’s own eyes and even tasted!
“Animated” aromas of the world-
famous brands of fragrances 
appeared on the stage. The 
models created by the designers 
imitated perfume bottles and em-
bodied the unique charm of each 
individual aroma. While intrigu-
ing the guests with the unusual 
and enchanting beauty of the 
costumes, the models presented 
exciting images of fragrances 
from Prada, dior, Versace, Mos-
chino, Kenzo, Armani, salvatore 
Ferragamo, Nina Ricci, carolina 
Herrera, and Bvlgari.
More than �,000 guests attend-
ed the show, among whom were 
actors, show-business stars, fa-
mous TV hosts, representatives 
of popular glossy magazines, 
famous people from the capital, 
and of course ViP clients of the 
company ile de Beaute. 

sweet smell of success
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sketches of nijinsky 
On �2 October, 2006, in the restaurant Tezoro, the art gallery To-
gether presented an exhibition of sketches by the theatrical artist 
Pavel Kaplevich for the play N (Nijinsky). Kaplevich has designed more 
than a hundred theatrical productions, working with such directors 
as Peter Fomenko, Renata Litvinova and Peter Mamonov. N (Nijinsky) 
was first seen thirteen years ago and has already become a part of 
Russian stage history. 

sponsors and supporters of the exhibition included: Altair, restaurant 
Tezoro, Megapolismedia,  Wines from Provence, and the beverages 
company caprice.
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the black list
At the opening of the Black List exhibition of contemporary Art, held 
at the country house of the Moscow businessman Alexander Rusakov, 
there were almost as many millionaires per square metre as there 
were paintings and sculptures. Andrei Bartenev, known for his body-
art paintings and one-man installations, showed another talent, with 
his black-and-white bears.

sponsors and supporters of the exhibition:
chateau le Grand Vostock (who supplied the wine)
Wines from Provence (who supplied the cognac)
Multimediaprom, Megapolismedia

modus operandi, modus vivendi
On the �8th October 2006, at the residence of the Ambassador of the Republic of italy,
signor Vittorio claudio surdo and his wife signora surdo, hosted a reception for the Pietro Barbaro Group, 
to introduce a large investment project in Russia, financed by the european Bank for Reconstruction and 
development. The Barbaro company was represented by Gianni Barbaro, co-owner.
Pietro Barbaro Group is an italian shipping company combining oil transportation needs, logistical supports 
and shipping expertise. The Barbaro Family has been active in the shipping market for over �50 years. 
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rainer sigg
executive chef of the Hotel Baltschug 
Kempinski Moscow

Rainer Sigg is 37 and is Executive Chef 
at the Hotel Baltschug Kempinski Mos-
cow. His many admirers include: Ger-
hard Schroeder, Bill and Hillary Clinton, 
Michael Jackson, Pierce Brosnan, Franz 
Beckenbauer, Pelé, Bryan Adams.
We asked him for The Last Word.

When did you come to Russia?
I came to Moscow in June 2005, from 

the Hotel Adlon in Berlin.
How did you start your career, and 
what have been the highpoints so 
far?

I started studying as a butcher for 
three years. I worked for three years at 
the world-famous gourmet restaurant 
“Aubergine” in Munich, and became 
Deputy Head Chef under the star chef 
Eckart Witzigmann. From 1996 till 2002 
I worked as Chef de Cuisine and Res-
taurateur in the restaurant “Top Air” in 
Stuttgart, where I managed to renew its 
Michelin Star.
Your professional awards are impres-
sive; could you please tell our read-
ers something about them?

I would like to be modest here but, 
seeing that you asked me: I was award-
ed the Five Star Diamond Award for ex-
ceptional culinary capacities for three 
consecutive years in 2003, 2004 and 
2005; and the American Academy of 
Hospitality Sciences described me as, 
“One of the Finest Chefs Worldwide.” 
What is your philosophy about food?

Food should be good, fresh and 
natural; so that the original taste of the 
dish is unchanged. In other words, if 
you can close your eyes and know ex-
actly what you are eating, then the aim 
is achieved!
We have been told that here in the 
Baltschug you brought to life a new 
cooking philosophy?

Well, for me cooking is a work of art. 
I like adding innovative touches to the 
style and substance of the Baltschug’s 
classical menus, integrating influences 
from Germany and all around the world; 
taking what I call a modern twist on the 
classical approach.
What is your aim here at the Baltschug 
in Moscow?

My top priority is to train my Russian 
team to use the diversity of cooking 
methods and techniques to create truly 
sophisticated dishes. Also, every day I 
try to learn something new myself.
Do you use Russian traditional cui-
sine in your cooking? 

The Hotel Baltschug is an interna-
tional hotel with cosmopolitan guests. 
In my menus I want to offer them the 
best of Russian traditional dishes; those 
which are so famous: Caviar and blini, 
Beef Stroganoff, borsch, a wide range 
of zakuski. Every guest wants the best 
of international and Russian cuisine.


