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Letter from the Publisher
October is the month when you may feel sad, because summer is over and there are
no prospects of warm weather for about six months.
But if we remember the Russian poet Pushkin (he loved autumn and wrote his best
known and beautiful pieces in autumn), we will see there is a time for thinking over
the plans for the New Year, recollecting all the memories and looking towards the
holidays.
This month Passport Magazine celebrates its fourth year anniversary. I devote my
cover story to the history of Passport. I share my plans and objectives for the magazine
and pay tribute to those who laid the foundations for its success.
Our Culture and Community Editor, Natalia Shuvalova, selects her pick of the most
interesting events of the month and makes a surprise of the calendar where she also
put some sport events and exhibitions. Don’t dare think to be sad, with so much going on! Continuing the history of art, we are now in the period of the Great Patriotic
War when stirring artwork inspired Soviet men and women to such feats of heroism
defeating Nazism.
On a lighter note, Annet Kulyagina recommends some warm and chic stylish collections for men and women, including some from her favorite beauty suppliers.
Piers Gladstone invites us to visit Brussels, which he discovered is far from boring;
while John Bonar introduces us to the fast pace of change enveloping Samara, where
a new governor Vladimir Vladimirovich Artyakov, formerly General Director of carmaker AvtoVAZ, made his public debut. Our business pages as always inform you of
People on the Move, Real Estate News, and Hospitality News and provide analysis of
business developments.
In celebration of Passport’s birthday the wine tasting this month was devoted to a
champagne shootout in Bistort Restaurant, with some surprising results as reported
by Charles Borden. This is also an important anniversary year for Russian Railways and
Natalia Shuvalova writes of their anniversary while John Bonar provides a couple of
sidebars.
Annet Kulyagina profiles a young and beautiful sommelier, Ksenia Karpenko, who
holds sway over Swissotel’s wine list and interviewed Julia Naumenko, the chef who is
master of the grill at Louisiana Steakhouse.
The Last Word goes to Jean de Raydet, the head of the French Chamber of Commerce in Russia, and a traveler to boot!
We are proud that Pericles, the Moscow-based law school associated with the University of San Diego, has appointed our Business Editor Daniel Klein as Professor of
Securities Law for the fall semester. In donning an academic mantle, he joins John
Bonar, who is Hon. Professor of International Marketing with Moscow Humanities University since 2002.
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Editor's Choice

Happy Anniversary
The new season of the Tchaikovsky Bolshoi Symphonic Orchestra will be
launched by a Jubilee Performance by Vladimir Fedoseev. It has been 50 years
since Vladimir Fedoseev began his career as the conductor and director of
the Orchestra. It is an interesting coincidence that Fedoseev was born in almost the same year that the Bolshoi Symphonic Orchestra was founded. Both
are 75 years old. And in classical music, the years can work the same magic
as they do for wine; it can only get better. This time the Orchestra performs
“Missa Solemnis” by Beethoven. Fedoseev says that he has always been
searching for the ”key” to Beethoven’s music, which to him is more modern
than the most modern compositions. “Missa Solemnis” was his goal. He has
already conducted the Mass in Moscow and in Rome, but without the best
results as he could never find the right soloist for the piece. This October the
result promises to be outstanding as Fedoseev has invited first rank performers. Among the special guests is the most distinguished choir from Vienna,
”Zingferein”. The Choir was founded 150 years ago which makes it the oldest
choir in Vienna.
And on the 26th of October, Vladimir Fedoseev presents a unique project
– a musical performance of ”War and Peace” based on the book by L. Tolstoy.
The repertoire includes the famous Waltz from the opera by Prokofiev and the
1812 Overture by Tchaikovsky.

Moscow Conservatory Large Hall
20 and 26 October 19:00
B. Nikitskaya, 13/6
M. Bibilioteka im. Lenina
(495) 629-9401

Drive Dance Project 2
If you have ever dreamed of dancing like Jennifer Lopez, Britney Spears
or Madonna, you now have the chance to learn right here in Moscow.
Eight top choreographers will be giving classes for three months in
the newly opened fitness center Onegin. The idea of creating the Drive
Dance Project was producer’s Dmitry Sokolov, who; as a major dance
star and has received many dance awards. “When I lived in London I
became acquainted with many famous choreographers. We were at a
party celebrating another release from Madonna when one of them
asked me how things were in Moscow, and asked me to tell him more
about Russia ballet. My Western colleague was surprised to know that I
knew the word RnB and could even dance it.”
At that moment Dmitry decided to show the world that Russia can keep
up with the modern trends such as Jazz Dance, Street, Hip Hop, Body Poppin, etc. Last year the Drive Dance Project was launched and it was a big
success. Dmitry believes that his project contributes to Russian pop-culture as he could see changes in the performances of Russian celebrities.
The point, though, is that every one, even a beginner, can join the classes.
“People often ask what it means to work with celebrities. The truth is that
there is none. I enjoy teaching newcomers, developing a person, watching how he can get so far from knowing nothing. It truly does not matter
whether he or she is a star or not,” says Nader Musharbash (regular choreographer of Jennifer Lopez) who came to Moscow for the press conference for Drive Dance Project. He enjoyed his work on the project last year
and he is looking forward to coming back in October.
This year the Project has doubled the number of the top level teachers;
the biggest star will be Selatin Kara who will teach during December. He
will arrive in Moscow after he finishes working with the Opera Bastille in
Paris, the Stuttgart Ballet in Berlin and in Los Angeles. Another specialty
this year is Drive Dance Week-ends, where the classes will be scheduled
during the day and nights. The evening classes will be more like a club
party with dance stars and Russian celebrities. Students will be offered
a glass of champagne before the class starts.
So there is no point to envy the show biz stars, you can easily join them
right in class. The club tickets are being sold until October 13. Three
months with four choreographers will cost you 1200 euros.
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Fitness Club Onegin
Malay Polyanka, 2/3
M. Polyanka
(495) 933-1107
www.ilovedance.ru

Editor's Choice

Portraits by Anatoly Zverev
Anatoly Zverev is one the greatest portrait artists of the 20th century. He
painted family members, friends, and acquaintances. In Soviet times he
was regularly accused of parasitism (which was a crime), as he did not have
a regular job, nor his own home. He stayed with various friends and paid
them for their hospitality with portraits. His friends remember that he used
whatever he could find to create his paintings (even a broom). It took just
several minutes to create a portrait and there were thousands who wished
to have them painted. Zverev joked that he was an artist before 1960,
but after that he became a “public artist”. For most of the general public,
though, his art was nothing but daubs, which means that he never got any
official titles or official recognition. Yet, artists, musicians, poets, representatives of foreign countries; all of them were eager to have a portrait done
by Zverev. His works are very psychological, as he always aimed to express
the character of a person and his or her inner life. Much attention is paid to
the eyes, the “the windows of the soul”. His works do not strive to make the
person recognizable, as they are anonymous for the viewing public. Nonetheless, they express the individuality and uniqueness of each personality.
Entrance 50-150 r.

Dom Nschekina
Until October 21
Vorotnikovsky Pereulok, 12
M. Mayakovskaya
(495) 699-1178, (495) 699-4774

Jazz Olymp

Joe Bonamassa – October 14, 19:00
Stephania Narkosya – October 21, 19:00
Moscow International House of Music
Kosmodamianskaya Embankment 52, Bldg. 8
M. Paveletskaya
(495) 730-4359

Joe Bonamassa started his music career at a very young age. He is not 30
years old, but he has been composing, singing and playing the guitar for
more than 20 years. When he was four years old his parents wanted him
to play the piano and the violin, but the future bluesman chose the guitar
exclusively. At the age of 12, he was already ”warming up” the audience for
the great B. B. King. The ”King of Blues” was impressed by the mastery of
the musical prodigy. In 2000 Bonamassa recorded his first CD, ”A New Day
Yesterday” which brought him up to world class stardom.
Another treat from the Moscow International House of Music is a concert by
Stephenia Nakasyan. She has been among the leading jazz vocalists since
the 1980’s. Critics say that her voice has the charm of Ella Fitzgerald. She has
several albums out, is a regular guest on TV, radio and at numerous music
festivals. And she finds time to teach at the University of Virginia and write
books!

A Man with a Wand
Last time Riccardo Muti, the world famous conductor, conducted opera
at the Bolshoi Theater was 17 years ago. He came that time with the La
Scala Theater. He comes this time with the Luigi Cherubini Orchestra which
boasts the very best of Italian musicians. The Orchestra was founded 3
years ago and Senor Muti headed the special committee who selected every single musician. The restored Stanislavsky and Nemirovich-Danchenko
Academic Music Theater will be hosting Muti. Moscow will get to hear the
opera “Don Pasquale” which was Riccardo Muti’s debut opera performance
in 1971. He had been invited by the famous Herbert von Karajan to perform at the Salzburg Music Festival. Since then, Senor Muti’s triumphs have
been consistent as he has performed at major festivals and world famous
concert halls. The Moscow performance takes place as part of the Festival
“Cherry Woods”

Stanislavsky and Nimerovich-Danchenko
Academic Music Theater
October 27-28, 19:00
Bolshaya Dmitrovka, 17
M. Pushkinskaya, Tverskaya
(495) 629-2835
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What‘ss On in Moscow in October
What
1

4

BALLET

BALLET
Giselle by A. Adam
Stanislavsky and NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00
also on October 22
CINEMA
New British Cinema Festival
35 MM cinema
See schedule at: www.ukfilms.ru

Swan Lake by P. Tchaikovsky
Stanislavsky
and
NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Third Choir Music Festival
Moscow Conservatory, Grand
Hall 19:00

CLASSICAL MUSIC
“Vladimir Spivakov Invites” Festival. National Philharmonic
Orchestra of Russia. Laureates
of the XIII International Tchaikovsky Contest
Moscow International House of
Music (Svetlanovsky Hall) 19:00

5
CLASSICAL MUSIC
The Seven Deadly Sins by Kurt
Weill. Ballet and singing. Soloist
- Ute Lemper
“Vladimir Spivakov Invites” Festival
International House of Music
(Svetlanovsky Hall) 19:00

2
CLASSICAL MUSIC
Moscow Symphony Orchestra
“The Russian Philharmonic Society”.
Moscow International House of
Music (Svetlanovsky Hall) 19:00

OPERA
Queen of Spades
by P. Tchaikovsky
Bolshoi Theatre 19:00
also on October 6

3
CLASSICAL MUSIC
Dmitry Khvorostovsky
”Vladimir Spivakov invites” Festival.
Moscow Conservatory (Grand
Hall) 19:00

FOR KIDS
Les Pierres by Theatre Sans Toit
(France)
Teresa Durova’s Clowns Theatre
18:00
OPERA
Boris Godunov by M. Mussorgsky
Novaya Opera 19:00
ROCK
Emir Kusturica and “The No
Smoking Orchestra”
Luzhniki, USZ “Druzhba”
19:00

6

8

FOR KIDS
The Ugly Duckling Teatro Delle
Briciole (Italy – France)
Teresa Durova’s Clowns Theatre
16:00

PHOTOGRAPHY

The Firm. Jocelyn Bain Hogg.
Bain Hogg depicts the criminals
from the London’s East End – the
Firm gang, the same ones that inspired movies ”Lock Stock and Two
Smoking Barrels” and ”Snatch”.
Pobeda Gallery 10:00-20:00
Until October 31

CLASSICAL MUSIC
“Vladimir Spivakov Invites”
Festival Closing Ceremony
(Randy Crawford, Joe Sample
“Feeling good” – a jazz performance )
International House of Music
(Svetlanovsky Hall) 19:00

10
BALLET
Le Corsaire by A. Adam
Bolshoi Theatre 19:00
also on October 11,13

2007

BALLET

Don Quixote by L. Minkus
Stanislavsky and NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00
also on October 13
DANCE
Bocca Tango
the Argentina Ballet
Tchaikovsky Hall 20:00
also on October 13
OPERA
Tsar’s Bride
by N. Rimsky-Korsakov
Novaya Opera 19:00

13
BALLET
Nutcracker by P. Tchaikovsky
staged by the Classical Ballet of
Natalia Kasatkina and Vladimir
Vassiliev
Novaya Opera 19:00

14

9

10

12

FOR KIDS
Cipollino
Ballet by K. Khachaturyan
Natalya Sats Children’s Musical
Theater 16:00

advertising
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CLUBS
Chemical Brothers
B1 Maximum 20:00
also on October 11

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Vladimir Spivakov (violin),
Alexey Ogrinchuk (oboe), Conductor – Ion Marin (Austria)
”Vladimir Spivakov Invites”
Festival
Moscow Conservatory
(Grand Hall) 19:00

ROCK
Anathema
Tochka Club 20:00

JAZZ
2-nd “Jazz Night” Festival
New Tango Orchestra (Sweden)
B1 Maximum 21:00
Pagliacci by R. Leoncavallo
Conductor – Massimiliano Stefanelli. Directed by Franco Zeffirelli
State Kremlin Palace 19:00
also on October 4

7

SPORTS
Tennis Kremlin Cup
Olympic Stadium
Daily until October 14
See schedule at:
www.kremlincup.ru

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Pasiones mediterraneas
Jose Carreras
Moscow International House of
Music 19:00

OPERA

OPERA
Carmen by G. Biset
Stanislavsky and NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00
also on October 31

FOR KIDS
Blue Bird
fairy-tale performance (in Russian)
MHAT im. Gorkogo Theatre 12:00
SHOW
Heights of Perfection
Figure-skating Show directed
by Ilya Overbukh
Russian Olympic Champions
S/C Luzhniki 19:00

15
OPERA
Carmen by G.Biset
Galina Vishnevskaya Opera
Centre 19:00
ROCK
MUSE (UK) Black Holes And
Revelations world tour
Luzhniki Palace of Sports 20:00

What‘ss On in Moscow in October
What

16
MUSICAL
Mamma Mia
Choreographer: Tim Stanley.
Music pieces by ABBA
MDM 19:00

17
OPERA
Nabucco by G. Verdi
Novaya Opera 19:00
Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk
by D. Shostakovich staged by
Latvian National Opera
Bolshoi Theatre 19:00
also on October 18
The Elixir of Love
by G. Donizetti
Stanislavsky and NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00
SPORTS

Theatre of Natalia Kasatkina
and Vladimir Vassiliev
Novaya Opera 19:00

Vassiliev) A. Khachaturyan
Novaya Opera 19:00

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Vladimir Fedoseev
“The 50th Anniversary”
Moscow Conservatory
(Grand Hall) 19:00

Premiere

OPERA
Carmen by G. Biset
Bolshoi Theatre 19:00
also on October 21

21
OPERA
Rouslan and Lyudmila
by M. Glinka
Novaya Opera 19:00

22
THEATRE
Ladies’ Night.
For women only.
By Independent Theatre Project. (in Russian)
Mossoveta Theatre 19:00

23
BALLET
Don Quixote by L. Minkus
Bolshoi Theatre 19:00
also on October 24

Football Russia – England Qualification match in the run-up to
the UEFA Europe Cup 2008
S/C Luzhniki 20:00

OPERA
The Elixir of Love
by G. Donizetti
Novaya Opera 19:00

OPERA
Eugene Onegin
by P. Tchaikovsky. Directed by
A. Liepa
The premiere of “Eugene Onegin” is the 8th production at Galina Vishnevskaya Opera Centre.
It is to start celebration of the 5th
anniversary of the Centre and
Galina Vishnevskaya’s birthday
on the 25th of October. Tatyana
is one of the Diva’s most favorite
opera characters “which gave
joy and inspiration” and made
Vishnevskaya world famous.
Galina Vishnevskaya Opera
Centre 19:00
also on October 31

Kings of the Dance A ballet performance featuring best soloists of
the world – A. Corella, J. Kobborg,
E. Stiefel, N. Tsiskaridze based at the
music by F. Schubert, D. Ellington, W.
Strayhorn and G. Bizet.
Bolshoi Theatre
19:00
also on October, 29, 30

OPERA
La Traviata by G. Verdi
Novaya Opera 19:00

JAZZ
The Art of Jazz
Chick Corea and Bela Fleck.
Tchaikovsky Concert Hall 19:00

PHOTOGRAPHY

FOLK MUSIC
The Cossack turnpike
Vocal and dance company
Golden Ring Theatre 19:00
FOR KIDS
Nutcracker
ballet by P. Tchaikovsky
Natalya Sats Children’s Musical
Theater 16:00
OPERA
O, Mozart! Mozart...
Base on W. Mozart’s Requiem
and N. Rimsky-Korsakov’s opera “Mozart and Saglieri”
staged by Vladimir Vassiliev
Novaya Opera 19:00

20
BALLET
Swan Lake by P. Tchaikovsky
staged by the Classical Ballet

OPERA
Maria Callas
A dedication to one of the divas
of the 20th century including
Callas’ repertoire arias (Rossini,
Bellini, Donizetti, Puccini)
Novaya Opera 19:00

25
BALLET
Spartak (staged by the Classical concerts Ballet Theatre of
Natalia Kasatkina and Vladimir

29

30
FOLK MUSIC
Paco de Lucia
One of the greatest guitarists in
the world presents Spanish flamenco in Moscow.
Moscow International House of
Music (Svetlanovsky Hall) 19:00

18

19

BALLET

CLASSICAL MUSIC
War and Peace
The Bolshoi Symphony Orchestra run by V. Fedoseev. A musical performance based at the
compositions by S. Prokofiev, L.
Beethoven and P. Tchaikovsky.
Moscow Conservatory
(Grand Hall) 19:00

FASHION

Moscow Fashion Week
Fashion Week in Moscow dates
back to 1994. For the first ten
years, this event was concentrated on the presentation of
haute couture collections from
Russian designers and leading
fashion houses. After 2003 it
involves the presentation of
prêt-a-porter clothes.
Gostiny Dvor
October 24-29

28

26

24

OPERA
Madame Butterfly
by G. Puccini
Stanislavsky and NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00

Stanislavsky and NemirovichDanchenko Moscow Academic
Music Theatre 19:00
also on Otober 28

Trente Parke’s photographs
Gallery Photographer.Ru at
Winzavod is inaugurated with
the exhibition of Trente Parke’s
“Dream/Life” photo series.
World Press Photo laureate in
1999, 2000 and 2005 presents
his photo-diary of Sydney to the
Moscow audience.
Gallery.Photographer.ru
(at Winzavod) 10:00-20:00
until November 4
ROCK
Alisa (Russian rock band)
CDK MAI 20:00

27
OPERA
Don Pasquale by G. Donizetti
Riccardo Muti is one of the world
famous conductors in the world.
On the 27th and 28th of October
Maestro presents G. Donizzetti’s
opera buffa “Don Pasquale”
which Muti considers most brilliant among Italian comic operas.
Riccardo Muti last conducted an
opera in Moscow – in 1989 heading La Scala’s tour in the Bolshoi
theatre.

OPERA
The Demon
by A. Rubinstein
Novaya Opera 19:00

31
ARTS
Chanel and Arts
Coco Chanel’s fashion models
at the background of the 20th
century pieces of arts.
Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts
until November 18
CLASSICAL MUSIC
Carmina Burana
by Carl Orff
Moscow Symphony Orchestra
Moscow International House of
Music (Svetlanovsky Hall) 19:00
POP MUSIC
Sandra (Germany)
State Kremlin Palace 19:00
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Art History

Soviet Art Before and During
the Second World War
By Olga Slobodkina-von Bromssen

I

n the 1930’s a place of prominence in the world of Soviet art
belonged to the book illustrators
for Russian, Soviet and foreign
classical literature. Many of our
artists succeeded in rendering the
uniqueness of the author’s style,
the atmosphere of the period, the
portrait likeness and psychology of
the characters, and, what is more,
giving a modern rendition of the
classics from the more appreciative
vantage of their day and age.

Dementi Shmarinov
'Peter the First‘

In his lithographic illustrations
(1934-1936) for Romain Rolland’s
Colas Bruegnon, Yevgeni Kibrik (1906-1978) produced colorful
characterizations of the cheerful and robust French peasants. The
illustrations of Dementi Shmarinov (1907 -1999) for Dostoyevsky’s
Crime and Punishment published
in 1935-1936 are notable for his
psychologically profound characterizations of the personages,
and the dramatic portrayal of
the typical details of living and
the social environment in which
their thoughts and feelings were
shaped.
Victor Konashevich
(1888-1963) was a man of diverse
talents, excelling in book illustratEvgeni Kibrik ‘Taras
ing and drawing. ‘Winter in Pavabove Andry‘s Body‘
lovsk’ (1940), is beautifully done
in black watercolor. The poetic mood of a mild day and the all
but tangible softness of the snow are rendered with delicate skill
and sincere feeling.

Victor Konashevish
‘Still Life‘
8

The 1930’s also marked a new
chapter in the work of Yuri Pimenov (1903-1977) and Alexander Deineka (1899-1969) who had
been members of the Society of
Easel Painters. Both had studied at
Soviet art schools and embarked
on their professional careers in the
early 1920’s. Yuri Pimenov grew
away from his penchant for graphics and devoted himself to genre
painting; landscape and portraits
whose picturesque structure was
clearly influenced by his infatua-

tion with the traditions of impressionism, transmuted in an original way. In
his picture ‘New Moscow’ (1937) he
showed the city’s busy, animated life,
missing none of the new features in
the look of the people and the streets.
The fragmentation of the composition
enhances the impression of movement, while the blots of soft colors in
the play of the silvery light produce a
sensation of beautiful freshness after a
summer shower.
Alexander Deineka had a very wide
Victor Konashevish
range of professional interests: He de‘Nursery‘
signed magazines and books, he drew pictures and posters and
produced oil paintings and murals. In everything he did he demonstrated his sharp sense of contemporary awareness, his opti-

Alexander Deineka
‘On the Outskirts of Moscow‘
mistic view of the world, and his novel handling of various idioms.
His painting ‘Defense of Petrograd’ (1928) is regarded as a classic
of the 1920’s. In 1932, Alexander Deineka turned to the eternal
theme of motherhood,
and in his painting
‘Mother’ embodied the
ideal that had been
created in the new Soviet world. This young
mother is healthy in
body and mind; she is
full of dignity, tenderness and strength. By
boldly simplifying and
generalizing the forms,
Deineka designs his picture like a fresco. The
composition is clear
and
straightforward,
the single silhouette of Alexander Deineka

‘Ode to the Spring‘
10
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mother and child, given in
close-up, is softly yet impressively outlined against
the even, muted color
of the background. The
golden hues of the image
are restrained, yet warm.
The proud strength of the
mother and the gentleness
with which she is carrying
the sleeping child are renAlexander Deineka
dered by the simple means
‘Mother‘
of accentuating the plasticity of her body. The human appeal of the image and the eloquent
laconism of the painting are features of genuine monumentality.

One of the best pictures by Arkadi Plastov (1893-1972) is called
‘A Nazi Plane Has Flown Over’ (1942). The peaceful beauty of the
Russian land, and the stillness and enchantment of autumn have
been brutally violated by the enemy. A small dog is howling beside the body of a shepherd boy machine-gunned to death by

Arkadi Plastov
‘A Nazi Plane Has Flown Over’
Alexander Deineka
‘Defence of Sevastopol‘
With Deineka as with other Soviet artists, the theme of the Great
Patriotic War on Russian territory eliminated all other interests in
the art world. I’d like to remind the reader that the war was happening on the territory of the Soviet Union and the country lost
an overwhelming number of people, namely twenty million. You
will hardly find a single family in Russia that did not lose somebody during the War.
For his picture ‘On the Outskirts of Moscow. November 1941’
Deineka chooses a foreshortening method unusual for a street
scene, with a fragmentary composition, pulsating with discordant, alarming rhythms. The harsh color scheme is of cold steelgrey and rusty hues and Deineka sharply outlines the houses
along the road along with the ruins, and the solitary military lorry
with the tarpaulin cover flapping in the wind. The pointed contrasts of the flat surfaces and the bulk of the objects, the different
scale on which the various elements of the painting are drawn,
are a means of bringing attention to the
antitank
concrete
traps and the hedgehogs that seem to
thrust up from the
snow in a bristling
paling to protect the
city. The image of
Moscow, prepared
to repel the attack of
the enemy and full
of a grim strength,
expresses the tense
atmosphere of the
time with the potency of a wartime
poster.

the Nazi plane that has just flown over. The image throbs with
pain and hatred for the enemy. Plastov’s painting was shown for
the first time at the Great Patriotic War exhibition mounted in the
halls of the Tretyakov Gallery in November 1942. In 1943, an AllUnion exhibition keynoted as ‘Heroism at the Front and in the
Rear’ was also held at the Tretyakov Gallery, and here people saw
for the first time ‘The Mother of a Partisan’ (1943) by Sergei Gerasimov (1885-1964). The artist counter poses the spiritual grandeur of the ordinary Russian peasant woman against the brutal
strength of the German Nazi, shown against the burning home

Sergei Gerasimov
‘In Vologda’
which he has ordered to be set on fire. The painting dramatically
extols the heroism of Soviet people unconquered by the enemy.
The contribution to the large portrait gallery devoted to the heroes of the Great Patriotic War came from Soviet painters, graphic
artists and sculptors, many of whom served in the Armed Forces
and fought at the fronts. The sculptural portrait of Army General
Chernyakhovsky, twice a Hero of the Soviet Union, was posthumously made in 1945 by Yevgeny Vetetich (1908-1975). The sculptor did more than give the portrait a perfect likeness; he created
a dramatic, solemnly decorative composition affirming the hero’s
strength of character and courage.

Sergei Gerasimov
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Shopping Feature

What Does It Take to be
... a Woman

Mone Hare Care Collection
Rouge Bunny Rouge bright Colors
Debenhams novaltes
Stylish things by Dudo
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Shopping Feature

Stylist Annet Kulyagina
Photographer Serge Golovach
Special thanks to Konstantin
Dudoladov

... a Man
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Brussels
the City to Come to Again
Text and photos by Piers Gladstone

The Royal Palace in Upper Town

B

russels was at best, a city low down on my list of ‘must visit before
I die’ places. However, after a wedding in Belgium this time last
year I decided to add on two days before returning to Moscow so that
I could visit a city I knew nothing about except that it was the home
of the EU and has become synonymous with faceless bureaucrats and
Euro MP’s with generous expense accounts.

A damp and murky autumnal morning greets me as I step out onto
the streets of Brussels. I head towards the Grand-Place, the central
square in the Lower Town of Brussels, and the focal point for any selfrespecting tourist. The taller buildings en-route are shrouded in mist,

Belgium’s famous waffles –
delicious and messy to eat!
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lending the atmosphere a sense of melancholy and mystery. As I get
closer to the Grand-Place, the streets get older and narrower. I pass
Arcadi Café (rue des Chartreux 32) and I am drawn by its warm and
cosy glow. I drink a coffee and sample one of their delicious tartes
before reluctantly continuing around the corner and into the Galeries
St-Hubert; three gorgeous glass-vaulted galleries that were opened
as shopping arcades in 1847 and are now home to a collection of sophisticated boutiques, art galleries and chocolatiers. I stop in at one
of the chocolate shops to admire the design of the shop and its display, and to breathe in the rich and seductive aroma. I ask the girl behind the counter how many manufacturers of chocolate there are in
Belgium. “I am not exactly sure,” she tells me, “but there are certainly
more than 100.”
The Grand-Place, surrounded by a tangle of narrow medieval alleys, is
as beautiful and impressive (as well as expansive) as any other central
square I have seen in the world. One whole side of the square is taken
up by the Gothic beauty of the Hotel de Ville that is flanked by exquisite rows of Baroque guild houses, all with intricately carved facades
towering over the cobblestones set below. The square originally was
a medieval market, which explains the food-orientated names of all
the streets leading off of it. The architectural magnificence is almost
too much to take in, so I decide to walk down one of the side streets
in search of Brussels’ most famous ‘sight’ and talisman, the Manneken
Pis. What I find, surrounded by a gaggle of camera-toting Japanese
tourists, is such a letdown that I laugh out loud. The bronze statue of a
little child pissing is no more than 60cm tall. The Miniscule Piss would
be a more appropriate name for this wee man.

Travel
I recross the Grand-Place and dive into the narrow
cobble-stoned alleys, emerging onto rue des Bouchers, a winding medieval street whose every house has
a restaurant on the ground floor. I walk the length of
the street inspecting the menus as I go. I have a coffee while watching a waiter build a magnificent structure of seafood on a bed of ice that he sprays with
water until it glistens enticingly, before retracing my
footsteps and settling down at La Cotelette for a lunch
of snails in garlic and red wine, followed by a steak
and frites with a salad and a small dessert, all for the
princely sum of 12.00 euro!
I decide to contrast the old world charms of Lower
Town with a visit to the EU Quarter, Brussels’ newest
district and the place that defines this city for many
people, especially those who don’t live here. As I get
closer, so the buildings become more modern and
the streets dustier and cluttered with the detritus of
a large construction site. It seems that this area is still
in the process of pulling down the old and building
the new – a fitting metaphor for the EU itself. The European Parliament building is a shiny and curvaceous
70 meter high building, and there is not a soul to be
seen outside or in, except for a female statue holding a Euro symbol victoriously aloft, while at her feet
several other stone people look up at her, their arms
reaching upwards, almost as if they are begging to
The Royal Palace in Upper Town
be accepted by her. The only place I find any other
people is the Information Center with shelves of EU
propaganda pamphlets, such as “Better Off In Europe, How the EU and I am treated to a mouth-watering Kriek Lapin (rabbit cooked in
cherry beer) which I wash down with a Leffe Blond beer.
Single Currency Benefits You.” I decide to leave.
The neighbouring districts of St. Gilles and Ixelles come as a blessed
relief. There is life here in these bohemian and rapidly gentrifying
quarters which for many years have been where the various immigrant communities of Brussels live. They are also home to some of the
finest Art Nouveau buildings in Europe, which is fitting because Brussels was the birthplace of Art Nouveau architecture thanks to Victor
Horta, and the house that he designed is now a wonderful museum
that has been preserved in its original state (www.hortamuseum.be).
The cafés, restaurant and nightlife of St Gilles and Ixelles reflect the variety of the communities: Moroccan, Lebanese, Congolese and Vietnamese, to name but a few. I choose however to eat at a traditional
wood-panelled Belgium brasserie, Volle Gas (place Fernand Cocq 21),

An ensemble of Upper Town architecture

I start my next morning with a visit to the Centre Belge de la Bande Dessinee (The Belgium Comic Strip Center). Like many other visitors, I have
come for one reason: Tintin. Brussels-born Georges Remi, aka Herge,
created Tintin in 1929, and the success of his character and stories was
global and continues to this day. The majority of the second floor of
the center is dedicated to Tintin, with original sketches and drawings
as well as fascinating display cabinets full of his research materials for
such books as Tintin in Tibet. Afterwards I spend the best part of an
hour buying books in the magnificent shop on the ground floor.
I have a fantastic lunch beneath the 19th century vaulted stained glass
ceiling of the quietly sophisticated Belga Queen (rue Fosse aux Loups
32), before taking a walk along the 18th and 19th century avenues and
grand boulevards of Upper Town, where traditionally the
French-speaking upper-classes lived, and still do to some
degree. I realize that each of the quarters I have visited
have a distinct feel and are completely different from
each other. Like in many American cities, a road or a set
of tram tracks quite often marks the boundary between
districts, and crossing them immediately leads one into a
different environment, with a different history, community and atmosphere.
Two days in Brussels was something of a pleasant surprise. It is a complicated city and one that defies definition, probably because it has been continually re-defining itself. It is however, packed with culture and life
(apart from the EU Quarter!), offers fantastic dining at
reasonable prices, and while not an obvious choice for a
city break, it is a city that I look forward to re-visiting and
exploring in greater detail.
10
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Samara’s Central
Attraction
Text and photographs by John Bonar

Samara, renamed Kuibyshev, after an early Bolshevik hero,
from 1935 to 1991 was a closed city during the post WWII period because of its space technology R&D centers. Today it is
open, and open for business in a way unprecedented in its history. While the number of foreigners in the city and surrounding region of forest and steppe are considerably less than the
influx of German settlers attracted in the days of Catherine the
Great, the foreigners in Samara today head multimillion dollar investment companies ranging from Nestlé’s famed Rossiya chocolate factory to Corning’s fiber optic cable plant. The
Austrian Alfred von Bakan may have founded the brewery in
1881, and his name lingers on in the adjacent hunting lodge
style beer hall and restaurant Von Bakan, but Pepsi and Coca
Cola have now both invested in massive bottling plants and
distribution centers in the region in the current booming business era.
The Germans of the late 1700’s were attracted by offers of
freedom to choose their occupations with cash subsidies or
an allocation of up to 70 acres if they wished to farm. And if
they chose to farm they were given seed for the first winter
and spring sowings, two horses per family and either free
equipment or money in lieu of it. Today over 120 foreign companies have invested in the region not only because of an enthusiastic approach by the local administration and significant
tax breaks, but also because of the city’s strategic location.
Samara, rated one of the top places to do business in Russia,
is a key communications crossroads in Russia. “Samara is a
hub in both southern and eastern directions,” said Regional
Transport and Communications Minister, Mr. Boris Adralin, at a
recent logistics conference in Samara.

S

tanding beside the Zhigulevski brewery on the banks
of the bend in the Volga River you look across to the
Zhiguli Mountains, which is one of the most beautiful
views in Russia. The mountains have lent their name not
only to the local beer brand but to one of the most popular Soviet era car models, the Zhiguli, produced upstream
in Toliatti at the AvtoVAZ car plant. The original car plant
was built by Fiat of Italy and the first models were exact
copies of the famous Italian Fiat 124.
Today, Italian transport experts from the Omatec Company are back in Samara studying opportunities and advising the regional government on toll roads and bridges.
And a Swiss mission-critical control and wi-fi communications company, Ascom AG, has offered to invest up to 30
million euros in the region’s logistical projects where it’s
tracking devices would be used.
A German banker, Michael Hoffman, heads the Volga Federal District Office of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development based in Samara and is actively
looking for further opportunities to invest the bank’s
funds in the region.
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The Samara Region is situated in the south-east area of European Russia at the approximate mid-point of the Volga, Europe’s
biggest river, and occupies 53,600 square kilometers. That is
a tiny 0.3% of the territory of Russia, but Samara traditionally

Travel
punches above its weight, due to its
location. The city was founded in
1586 as a fortress outpost against
the raiding nomads. During The
Great Patriotic War the city came to
prominence as the ‘alternative capital’. It became one of the nation’s
biggest industrial centers as a result
of the evacuation of a number of
engineering and aircraft production units here from the western
regions. Most of the government
offices and diplomatic corps moved
to Samara in 1941, and there was
even an underground bunker built
to accommodate Stalin and his war
command, the Stavka. Stalin never
came, although his daughter was
sent to school in Samara.
Samara’s immediate borders are
with Tatarstan to the north, Saratov
Region to the south, Orenburg in
the east and Ulyanovsk in the northwest. The Volga water highway links
it to the Black Sea and ultimately the
Mediterranean. It’s a short hop to
Moscow and Kazakhstan. Bulgaria
lies at the northern end of its transport corridor to Ukraine and Belorussia. The UK and France are in its sights at the western end of an
East West Corridor linking up with Kazakhstan and that country’s
neighbors.
Samara is an example of how the centralized wealth of Russia is rapidly spreading from the Moscow-St. Petersburg axis. The region is
third in Russia for per capita consumer spending. In the last decade
a host of Moscow retailers have opened here. The streets are lined
with retailers familiar to all Muscovites: 36.6, Sportmaster, M Video,
Perekrostok, Paterson, L’Etoile, Ramstore, Techno Sila, Rostiks, McDonald’s, Tinkoff and Il Patio. Foreign names have joined them recently. Metro, the German Cash and Carry and Castorama, the Kingfisher owned DIY depot are on the outskirts while Adidas, D&G and
Maxanova jostle with Wild Orchid on Kuibyshev Street. In the land
of the Lada and Zhiguli, billboards for Jaguar and Volvo mark the
four-lane highway from Ufa, approaching the Samara city center.
Samara is renowned for having the most beautiful women in Russia, and this assetion is supported by a statement made by Russian
Oscar-winning movie director, Alexander Mikhailkov. Polina Borgest, the young and attractive director of the leading local tourist gift
shop likes to attribute this to the legend that Catherine II exiled all
the beauties of St. Petersburg to Samara to avoid harsh comparison
with her unprepossessing features! More sanguine students of ethnicity say it is due to the unique mixing of blood and genes from
Samara’s exotic racial mix of 83% Russian, 4% each of Tatars, Mordovans, Chuvash and Ukrainians, with 2% of Belorussian origin and a
sprinkling of Kazakh, Jews, Germans, Bashkir, Mari and others.
Whatever the reason, it makes lounging on the café lined Volga
embankment a great people watching occupation on a summer
evening; as leggy teens in skimpy outfits roller blade between the
tables. And yes, I have to admit, the Samara boys are equally handsome and clean-cut looking and I am sure many a girl would find
them attractive. The boys strut their stuff up the hill on skateboards
on the vast Slava (Glory) Square in front of the Regional Administration building.
Samara has been called ”St. Louis-on-the-Volga”, which is quite fitting, since Samara and St. Louis are linked by a sister-city relationship
and both serve similar positions of river related commerce. Now it is
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Samara Snapshot
Oil and Gas
Around 300 million tons of oil is produced annually in the Samara
region, but major petroleum refining projects are fed not only from
local resources but from Kazakhstan whose oil fields are linked to
Samara by the Atyrau-Samara pipeline.
Rosneft has bought the local Yukos assets including three refineries with total processing capacity of 400,000 barrels per day and
200,000 barrels per day oil production unit.
Tourism
The key is the Samarskaya Luka National Park and the Zhiguli State
Reserve. Elk, deer, wild boar, roe-deer, wolves, hares, foxes, badgers, and dozens of species of birds, fish, insects and unique plants
are prolific. Samara’s old town has a stock of centuries old wooden
structures with prettily carved window frames with outcroppings
of cornice balconies. Rapidly these are being replaced by concrete,
steel, aluminum glass and brick structures, however. The amazingly gothic Catholic Cathedral with its two towers rising skywards
dwarfs the neighboring Alexey Tolstoy Literary Museum housed in
a compound of traditional wooden homes.
Industrial Production
The region’s output includes cars from AvtoVaz including the joint
venture with general Motors, Tupolev-154 aircraft, space rocketlaunchers Proton and Energiya, space lab equipment Soyuz-Progress, various aerospace components, high precision bearings,
lathes, communications cables, unique items of the heavy engineering industry, construction materials and others including an
Alcoa aluminum plant, Nestle’s ‘Rossiya’ chocolates and ‘Rodnik’
vodka distillery.
Major Attractions
A local art museum, the Museum of Aleksey Tolstoy, Drama Theater,
Opera and Ballet House, and the before mentioned Stalin’s Bunker.
Where to Stay
Holiday Inn. Five star luxury hotel 99 A. Tolstoy Street in the old
town. +7 (846) 372-7000.
Renaissance Hotel. Four star western comfort. Close to TV broadcasting centers and the Volga river. +7 (846) 277-8340
Other four-star hotels include Vesta, Tranzit (in the new railway
station), Gorodok, Evropa and Rossiya (near the River cruise Port).
There are a large number of three and two star hotels.

calls for expansion of the M5 motorway to Moscow, the construction
of the region’s first road bridge across the Volga River, developing a
warehousing and logistics hub to rival that planned for St. Petersburg, expanding and upgrading the region’s river ports at both Toliatti and Samara and linking these two main regional centers by a
toll highway.
Developing this infrastructure is a prime opportunity for Public Private Partnerships to prove their worth in Russia. Dr. Frank Schauff,
CEO of the Association of European Business in Russia, told the 350
plus delegates at the conference, “It is foreign technologies not foreign funds that are important for Russia today.”
Between Samara and Toliatti on a spur of the Kuibyshev Railway
sits a couple of down-at-the-heel warehouses. This is the site of a
planned logistics center, with extensive road and rail interface. Container trans-shipment and new road links to the North-South and
East-West highways that are close by are envisioned. The site lies in
the center of a future metropolis merging Samara and Toliattti cities.
An industrial zone is planned in the rural area between them where
several communities of dachas predominate today. Both urban developments will provide two poles of residential, leisure and shopping at each end of the elongated development along the Volga.
This could be one of the projects that Ascom will invest in, Rene
Hostettler, their Sales Director for Russia told me. The Swiss company signed a letter of intent with Governor Artyakov during the
logistics conference, to supply 3,000 passenger card recognition
systems for use on the region’s suburban train network, city metro
and tramways in the region’s towns and cities.

getting some American hotels as well. Marriott’s four-star 196 rooms
Renaissance Hotel has been operating here for four years with single
accommodation room rates from 7,670 rubles without breakfast. A
five star Holiday Inn just opened in the historic old town. And hotel
lobbies are bustling. Business is brisk in Samara and Moscow’s MDM
Bank, VTB 24, Absolut Bank and Citibank have all joined Alfa Bank
and local banks in expanding the financial market here.

Vladimir Vladmirovich Artyakov, who was plucked from leading
AvtoVAZ at the end of August and rapidly confirmed as the new
Governor of Samara, believes the development of a sound logistics
infrastructure is the key to tapping Samara’s potential for development and economic investment. The plan he is advocating includes
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Samara is rapidly developing into a transport corridor to rival the
Trans Siberian. The aim is to develop it into a regional logistics center integrated into the international network. China has pledged
to play its role with increased cargo volume. Over dinner with Mr.
Adralin and Mr. Habibulla Khasaef, the Samara Region’s Minister of
Economy, Investment and Trade, Mr. Nigmatzhan Isingarin, the President of Kazakhstan Association of National Expediters and a former
senior transport official, told us that in 2006 China was the source of
3 million tons of cargo trans-shipped to Russia through Samara. “In
2007 it will be six million tons, and in 2008 the volume is scheduled
to rise to eight million,” he said. If Samara gets its logistics infrastructure right, then this could further expand the Chinese cargo volume
dramatically, as Western Europe becomes the ultimate destination.

Cover Story

PASSPORT Magazine’s
P

ASSPORT magazine is celebrating its fourth birthday in Moscow this month. We
have published 48 issues and printed over a million copies to date.

PASSPORT magazine was the brainchild of Glen Cox and John Harrison who both
worked for InterMark Company. Glen was the sales manager of RPN Residential Property News and John Harrison was the Editor of CRE Commercial Real Estate News. In
October of 2003, Editor Quinn Martin and his partners conceived and printed the first
pilot magazine from a makeshift office in an apartment. About 5,000 copies were
printed. On the cover was Alan Thompson in a kilt. Today Alan is known better for his
Scottish Stromash events.
In 2004 John Ortega bought the majority shares of the company. John Harrison decided not to leave his cozy job at CRE and Quinn and Glen ran the magazine together. In
May 2004 PASSPORT Magazine moved to offices at 29 Usacheva Street. At this location
Quinn, Glen, Marina Sinitsyna, Slava Molokova, Yury Kunetsov and Sergey Solomahka
did their magic to produce the next eight issues. In December of 2004 Quinn moved
back to the U.S. and we hired a new editor from St. Petersburg: Jeremy Noble. Jeremy
is an experienced writer and cultural PR person working at the Marinsky Opera and
hailing from Britain.

Our Editorial Mission

W

e firmly believe that the better people
understand their surroundings and the
Russian community of which they are a part and
the better informed they are of the opportunities which exist for them, the more likely they
are to take an active role in the community and
to make the most of the their lives in Russia.
Through an interesting editorial mix, colorful
photography, and professional design and layout, PASSPORT Magazine aims to become the
premier English-language lifestyle publication
targeting foreign residents – expats – in Russia.
Recognizing that there are many people in Russia who are less fortunate than the average expat, PASSPORT is committed to raising awareness for charity organizations and other noble
causes, and will encourage others in the community to do the same.
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Cover Story
Why Another PASSPORT Magazine?

s

We are not the only PASSPORT in the world. There’s another
Passport Magazine in the U.S.: the largest Gay and Lesbian
magazine in America. But we are different!

I would like to take this opportunity to say Happy Birthday
to PASSPORT Magazine and
thank the original writers and
editors for their help in making
us number one!

In Russia, by law, every foreigner is required to carry his or
her passport at all times. PASSPORT Moscow’s goal is to be as
essential a document. We take the best of what is happening
on Russia’s vibrant cultural scene and present the information in a way that foreigners can understand and enjoy. PASSPORT Moscow is a lifestyle magazine, but it also prints topical
features on business, real estate and current affairs which are
important for foreigners to understand if they are to be fully
informed.

John Ortega, Publisher
Writers and Editors and
Partners
Glen Cox
J. Quinn Martin
Jeremy Noble
John Harrison
John Bonar
Anna Kulyagina
Marina Sinitsyna
Alex Osipovich
Stephen Dewar
Vernon Howell
Dylan Markov
Timur Beslangurov
Daniel McLaughlin
Elizabeth Buchanan
Carolynne Wheeler
Jennifer Cherkasova
Yevgeny Akimenko
Eric Baum
Marina Nikolskaya
Clem Cecil
Samantha Gee
Olga Nikitina
Linda Lippner
Charles W. Borden
Jillian Ong
Sarah Fishburn Roberts
Simon Roberts
Michele A. Berdy
George Dubenetsky
Daniel Klein
Piers Gladstone
Lev Marzeev
Marina Orlova
Jason Platt
Liza Azarova
Alexey Gorov
Alexey Zhukov
Ruslan Sergeev
Denis Manko
Serge Golovach
Olga Slobodkina-von-Bromssen
Natalia Shuvalova
Stephen Lapeyrouse
Ian Mitchell
Oleg Kirpach
Andrey Vodenikov
Ram Kumar
George Voloshin
Raymond Stults

PASSPORT Moscow strives to be a community bulletin board
for the foreign community. We print news about embassy
and business social events, and essential tips and information difficult to find in other publications. The magazine was
launched in October 2003 with a print run of 5,000 with 20
pages. We now have, depending on advertising, up to 60
pages of essential reading with a press run of 40,000 copies a
month, which are then distributed to 375 outlets in Moscow
alone. The pass-along of the magazine from reader to reader
creates a readership among English-speakers and Russians
that dominates the foreign community here.

Fourth Birthday!
Overview of PASSPORT Magazine

P

ASSPORT is free, full-color and glossy, and written for expat’s living in Moscow. It
is published twelve times a year; it is a reliable and entertaining source of information about what is happening in the local expat community, as well as topics of
interest in the city and the country at large.
PASSPORT strives to use primarily native English-speaking, freelance journalists to
write on a variety of topics with direct relevance to an expat’s life in Russia. These
include profiles of interesting people, charities and businesses, practical how-to articles designed to make life easier, and a wide range of features on travel, art and
life-style.
PASSPORT is published with the intention to be interesting, entertaining and informative to anyone who is either living in Russia on a full-time basis, or spending a
significant portion of their time here – in short, ‘expats’. Because PASSPORT is free to
our readers, all revenues come from our advertisers and we encourage advertising
by demonstrating our great expat demographics of high-income, culturally active
and educated readers whom we survey on a regular basis to discover their interests,
buying patterns and reading preferences.
There were approximately 14 free, English-language publications (magazine and
newspaper format) available in Moscow when PASSPORT was born in 2003; many
of these publications are gone now, but our magazine continues to grow and serve
our community!
10

2007

19

Our Readers
The Business Leader

Geoffrey Cox
The Medical Professor

Chairman of Astera Group

V. Vigdorchik
Director of Medincenter, GlavUpDk, afﬁliate of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation

For me the name ‘Passport’ means the basic document defining
a person’s citizenship. The passport is an important document of
trust between countries. For this reason the project that started four
years ago and maintained today by John Ortega and John Bonar
is extremely important for Russia at this time as we pass through a
complex period of establishing an open dialogue to foster mutual
trust and understanding between representatives of various cultures.
It is very important, that on the pages of the magazine against a
background of entertaining and lifestyle information, the editors
inform the readers and representatives of the international community in Russia of new achievements in various spheres of public
life.
My particular passion is medical science and I have enjoyed the
coverage you have given this topic. I believe the information on new
medical technologies is very important for readers of Passport, the
people who have arrived to work in another country, plunged into
the unfamiliar new social environment. We understand that the
editor’s work is complex and you carry that responsibility well. I
therefore wish you health which will give to you force in your noble
work. With best regards on the occasion of the birthday of your
magazine.
The Diplomat

Johannes O. S. Manginsela
1st Secretary, Indonesian Embassy, Moscow

The Teacher

Victoria Kolosova
English teacher and Foreign
Language Tutor, Faculty of Advertising, Moscow Humanitarian
University

Many of our students expect to
work with international advertisers and multinational advertising
agencies when they graduate. So
it is important for us the teachers
and especially for the students to
get used to regular written English
communication and the interesting
range of articles in Passport magazine turns what could be a chore
into a reading pleasure. Thank
you Passport for helping us all
improve our skills in your native
language and thank you on behalf
of the Faculty of Advertising and
our Dean, Alexander Borodai, for
the support you have demonstrated
to the faculty over the years.

advertisement

When I arrived in Moscow and was “a new
kid on the block” I really was lost as I have very
limited knowledge of the Cyrillic language.
Finding passport in the hotel lobby was just like
seeing a light at the end of a tunnel. It helped
me find my feet in Moscow and it continues to
keep me aware of developments and forthcoming cultural highlights. I am thankful for that.
Now, although I have had the opportunity to become acquainted with many local publications
as my sources of information
diversify, Passport Magazine is
the one monthly publication that
I should not miss every month.
Congratulations to Passport
Magazine on this 4th Anniversary and best wishes to all members of the Passport team.

I was amazed to learn that Passport magazine is only four years
old, so much has it become part of
my life. Like the good wine that it
frequently extols, it has been improving with age while at the same
time retaining the right degree of
youthful vitality and diversity
All credit to John Ortega the proprietor and the team he has gathered round him; long may they
prosper.

20

10

2007

Am

ESa^SOY
ZPVSMBOHVBHF

/bAOdO\beSQ][PW\SeSabS`\[O\OUS[S\babgZS
eWbVZ]QOZY\]eZSRUSO\Rc\RS`abO\RW\UEWbVO
QZSO`dWaW]\O\RORWabW\QbWdSO^^`]OQVeS^`]RcQS
SfQS^bW]\OZ`SacZba
8FBSFSFBEZUPEPUIFTBNFGPSZPV
1SPKFDU.BOBHFNFOU
$PTU.BOBHFNFOU
5FDIOJDBM4VQFSWJTJPO
5FOBOU'JUPVU$PPSEJOBUJPO
7BMVF.BOBHFNFOU
1SPKFDU%VF%JMJHFODF
$POUSBDU$POTVMUBODZ
$POTUSVDUJPO.BOBHFNFOU

Moscow Office
David Self
Tel: +7 495 783 73 60
email: david.self@savantinternational.com
St. Petersburg Office
Miguel De La Torre
Tel: + 7 812 703 57 75
email: miguel.delatorre@savantinternational.com
www.savantinternational.com

London • Moscow • Almaty • Astana • Bucharest • Kiev • Istanbul • Novosibirsk • Prague • Riga • St Petersburg • Sofia • Tallinn • Warsaw • Worldwide affiliate network
ADVERTISEMENT
Amended_Full_Page_AW.indd 1

18/7/07 17:39:47

Business Profile

EU Russia
VISA Agreement
by Timur Beslangurov
Managing Partner
Vista Foreign Business Support

S

ince the Agreement between the
European Community and the Russian Federation on the facilitation of
the issue of visas to the citizens of the
EU and Russia entered into force on
the 1st of June, 2007, visa procedures
have undergone changes. All of these
changes are not yet clear and some of
the procedures are not yet established.
Great Britain, Ireland, Iceland and
Denmark haven’t signed the agreement. The purpose of the Agreement is
to facilitate the issueing of visas for certain categories of citizens of the EU and
Russia (members of official delegations;
business men; journalists; students,
post-graduate students and accompanying teachers traveling to study; close
relatives – spouses, children, parents,
grandparents and grandchildren – visiting citizens of the EU legally residing in
Russia and vice versa; etc) who intend
to stay no more than 90 days within the
period of 180 days. For these categories
there is no need anymore to have the
official invitation letter issued by the
state authority of the Russian Federation since only written requests from
a host person or host company are required to justify the purpose of the trip.
It should be stated here that currently
the state authority responsible for issueance of invitation letters in Moscow
(Department of the Federal Migration
Service of Russia for Moscow) continues to issue invitation letters without
any changes in the procedures for all
foreign nationals intending to come to
Russia including the above mentioned
categories. Thus we assume that at the
moment there are two possible ways to
receive the Russian visa.
The Agreement also defines visa
handling fees and the terms of visa
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processing. Now it is not possible anymore to process the same-day visa and
the minimum period requested for the
visa issueance is 3 working days, provided you pay the Consulate fee in the
amount of 70 EUR and there is proof
for urgent visa processing. Though
the standard term is 10 calendar days
(for 35 EUR fee) which in exceptional
cases can be extended up to 30 days.
We would like to draw your attention to
the fact that the time of processing the
application for a multiple visa is strictly
10 days and it cannot be reduced.
In the Agreement there is a separate
article dedicated to the issue of multientry visas as the requirements now
have changed and in order to receive
a 1-year multi-entry visa a foreign national intending to come to Russia
should have within the previous year at
least one visa to Russia that was accordingly used. This means that if a person
has never been to Russia s/he will have
first to receive a single/double visa and
only then apply for a multi-entry one.
But the Agreement gives the possibility
to receive the multi-entry visa for a longer period of time (from 2 to 5 years) to
those citizens who within the previous
2 years have used 1-year multi-entry
visa and still have the reasons for requesting long-term multi-entry visa. In
Russia currently, only the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry supports this
procedure and issues invitation letters
on its behalf for 2-5 years.
It should be noted that the new rules
should not be applicable to any foreign
citizens who are not citizens of the EU
countries that signed the agreement,
but are applying for a Russian visa in
the Russian consulate in one of the EU
countries that signed the agreement.

But in practice, Russian consulates in
EU countries follow the new rules even
though the applicant is an American
for example.
We would like to say a few words
about the cases of lost/stolen passports and visa extensions that seem
quite disputed currently. The Agreements presupposes that in exceptional
cases the visa can be extended free of
charge for the period required for the
departure while the Resolution of the
Government says that the maximum
period of extension can be 10 days
and the state duty should be paid. Another issue is departure in case of lost
or stolen documents, as based on the
Agreement people may leave the territory on the grounds of valid identity
documents issued by diplomatic posts
without any visa that contradicts the
Resolution as well. International agreements signed by Russia have priority
against Russian laws, but it will definitely take time to change the internal
procedures if such changes will ever
take place at all.
Thus we have to admit that the intention of the Agreement is aimed to
facilitate the procedure for obtaining
visa but as yet it is not clear how it will
be applicable in reality. We would like
to underline again that the procedures
are still not strictly set up and they
could be different from Consulate to
Consulate, so it is advisable to check the
requirements and terms with the Consulate in your particular country/city in
advance of your trip. We do hope that
in the nearest future the processes will
be unified, and, as planned, the Agreement will be only a start on the way to
reciprocally abolishing visas for EU and
Russian citizens.

Business Profile

People on the Move
Compiled by John Bonar
ladimir Pantyushin has been appointed National Director and
Head of the Economic and Strategic Research Group of Jones
Lang LaSalle, Russia & CIS. He is responsible for maintaining and
further developing the company’s research function, strengthening
relationships with core clients, and raising the company profile as a
strategic adviser through research leadership. Pantyushin was previously the Chief Economist of Renaissance Capital. His career included
a period as Head of Research at Rosbank, Moscow and vast experience in research and consulting with FortRoss Capital Management
in Santa Monica, the International Copper Association in New York
and as a Consultant for IBTA-2 Budget Reform Project in Dushanbe.
He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Duke University, an MA in International and Development Economics from Yale University and a BA
in Mathematical Economics from Moscow State University.

J

eremy Oates is now Managing Director of real estate consultancy, Knight Frank for Russia and CIS. Oates has been involved
in real estate for over 24 years. He has been working in the international field for over 16 years having gained significant experience
within the emerging markets of Asia and the Middle East, as well as
in Europe and the United Kingdom.

J

ohn O’Keeffe is the new General Director of premium alcoholic
drinks firm Diageo’s Russian arm, ZAO “D Distribution”. His area
of responsibility will also include Diageo business in CIS countries.
After graduating with an honors business degree from the University of Cork, O’Keeffe joined Diageo Ireland and spent five years in
various marketing roles, including three years responsible for Guinness, the famous iconic beer brand. His experience with the company spans marketing assignments in Jamaica, Stockholm and Greece
where he served as European Marketing Director for Johnnie Walker.
Commenting on his new position, O’Keeffe said, “Russia is one of the
Diageo’s fastest growing businesses worldwide and we have a solid
platform for further growth.”

J

an Chovanec has joined
Swissôtel Krasnye Holmy as
its new general manager, replacing Ian Jones who has moved to
Shanghai as general manager of
Swissotel there. A U.S. national,
Chovanec began his career in
food and beverage in the former
Czechoslovakia before moving
to Austria and then to the United
States. His distinguished 20-year
career has seen him as general manager with the Lafayette
Swissôtel Boston and The Ritz Carlton Boston. In 1993 he established the Dunhill Management and Consulting Group, Ltd., to advise hotel owners and investors. Chovanec re-joins Swissôtel Hotels
& Resorts from Conrad Hotels where he was General Manager of
Conrad Indianapolis.

He comes to Moscow from Bulgaria, where he was General Manager
and Regional Director at the Kempinski Hotel Zografski, Sofia. Previously he opened and managed the Kempinski Hotel Dalian in China
for two years. His other Kempinski jobs included the opening of the
Kempinski Grand Hotel Heiligendamm, Germany, venue for the last
G8 meeting in 2007, and the Grand Hotel Europe in St. Petersburg
where he worked as corporate operations manager in 2002.

T

om Cashel has joined real estate
advisors Cushman & Wakefield
Stiles & Riabokobylko as Head of
Capital Markets Department. Prior to
joining C&W/S&R, Tom was with Midland Development International in
Moscow. Before this Tom held senior
investment banking and capital markets roles successively at America’s
Growth Capital, Boston; Donaldson,
Lufkin & Jenrette, Moscow & London;
ING Barings, London, and Chase Manhattan and its predecessors, in Warsaw, London and New York. His
involvement with the Russian capital market began with the advent
of inter-bank trading in Russian sovereign debt and evolved into investment banking work in Debt and Equity Capital Markets, including private placements. Other executive appointments in C&W/S&R
include Alexander Nikishov as Senior Consultant and Konstantin
Feofanov as Consultant to Warehouse and Industrial Department.
Nikishov will be responsible for the marketing and leasing of warehouse properties in Moscow, while Feofanov will be responsible for
business development.

D

mitri Smolko has been appointed a Partner of Investment and
Strategy Consulting Practice at Aga Management. A specialist
in corporate finance, mergers and acquisitions, private equity, strategy consulting, and capital market deals, Smolko is a graduate of the
Plekhanov Russian Economic Academy and has an MBA from the International School of Business, Insead, France. He has over ten years
professional experience in finance, audit and aircraft leasing in large
foreign companies such as Deloitte & Touche, Citibank, the Federal
Bank of the Middle East, and Palmera. He joined Aga Management
as the M&A Manager in 2004 and was promoted to Vice President,
Investment and Strategy Consulting Practice in 2005.

advertisement

V

D

aniel Steinke has been appointed General Manager of the
Moscow Marriott Grand hotel. Swiss-born Steinke brings to
this position a wealth of relevant experience culminating in the
last five years with the Kempinski hotel group in several locations.
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Retail News

Harvey Nichols to Open in Moscow?

T

he iconoclastic British store, Harvey Nichols, is looking to open a store in Moscow. Two
board members have been here to research the possibility of a new store after identifying a new wave of Russian ”big spenders” in the Knightsbridge store in London which has
taken on Russian-speaking staff. A spokesman for the store said, “They do not come to Britain to see the sights. They come to shop, and they pay in cash.”
In mid-August, the London store’s Fifth Floor Bar re-opened in collaboration with Stolichnaya vodka, with a striking new make-over in celebration of its 15th anniversary.
In one corner is an intimate ”Toasting Room” for eight people, which pays tribute to one of
the most sociable Russian cultural traditions: vodka toasting, allowing guests to taste the
food and spirit together, which makes for an authentic gastronomic experience.

Soup Is a Unique Subculture

I

n preparation for launching their famous brand of canned soups in Russia, Campbell’s is
undertaking a PR campaign to win over Russian consumers. While Russia has an established cognac and cigars niche, the culture that the soup company set out to position itself
is in embodying ‘real values’ such as family, harmony, warmth and coziness. All of these
values are close to each person in any country. In early September Campbell gathered noted
experts and judges of soups to discuss the unusual and surprising topic of ‘”great soup cultures”. Is soup a global dish, and should we speak about soup as a beacon of world culture?
All these and many other questions were addressed by Alexander Gavrilov, moderator of the
round table and Chief Editor of Knizhnoe obozrenie newspaper and radio host.

Music Website Promises a Replay

T

he controversial music download website allofmp3.com has pledged to resume operations after a Moscow court cleared former allofmp3.com owner Denis Kravsov of illegally
selling copies of copyrighted recordings via the site. Allofmp3.com drew U.S. anger for allowing cut-rate downloads of Western pop music; but Kravsov was acquitted on intellectual
piracy charges in August. By month‘s end the site carried an announcement, “The service
will be resumed in the foreseeable future. We are doing our best at the moment to ensure
that all our users can use their accounts, top up balance and order music.”
U.S. officials made the site a key issue in talks over Russia’s joining the World Trade Organization. The court criticized Moscow police and “the investigator’s extremely careless attitude
in collecting evidence,” Interfax reported..

Mega Opens First Internet Café

I

kea-owned Mega shopping centers have opened their first Internet Café in Mega Khimki.
Located next to the entrance to Stockman’s and beside the new Starbuck’s Café, the Icafé
operates from 10:00 to 22:00. Customers pay from 70 rubles to access the service which is operated by MoscomNet, one the largest suppliers of paid public Internet access in Moscow. It is
believed that if successful, the pilot project in Mega Khimki will be extended to the other two
locations in the Moscow region, Mega Teply Stan and Mega Belye Dacha, before being rolled
out to other regional cities. MoscomNet, which supplies Internet access to leading Moscow
hotels including the three Marriott’s as well as the popular expat dining establishment, Starlite Diner, has demonstrated a keen interest in expanding outside Moscow. Since early 2007 it
has been providing Internet access to the Pacific Hotel on Sakhalin Island and has become the
first Russian broadband operator to use satellite links to provide public Internet access.

Malina Expands with 4 New Brands

M

alina, the leading coalition customer loyalty program in Moscow, has announced that
four new brands have joined the marketing alliance. Over 1.2 million Moscow families
are members of the program and gain points when using their card and making purchases
of products or services from Ramstore, Beeline, 36.6 pharmacies, BP, Rosinter Restaurants,
Ile de Beaute cosmetics chain and Raiffeisenbank. Now UBC owned LeFutur gift shops and
Bagatelle interior design items shops, together with Mone beauty salons will also reward
Malina card holders for purchases. The online retailer ozon.ru will join the scheme and start
issuing points to Malina members starting in November. The Malina program was launched
in April 2006 and has issued over 6 billion points to date through 510 retail outlets in Moscow
conducting over 2.5 million Malina transactions weekly.
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Real Estate Feature

One-Stop Luxury in the
Center of Moscow
By Sonya Rinkus

G

et your luxury on, Moscow. Downtown is overflowing
with places to buy international designer goods. But now
you can buy them all in the same place, from furniture to
jewelry to baby food. On September 2, catchall luxury center
Lotte Plaza opened in downtown Moscow, at the intersection
of Novy Arbat and the Garden Ring. Named for South Korean company Lotte Group, which financed the project, it will
house Lotte Department Store, the first Asian department
store to open in a Western country.
The South Korean retailer invested $400 million in Moscow’s
Lotte Plaza as part of its strategy for international expansion.
Construction on the 21-storey retail space began in 2002. At
that time, a Lotte representative told the Korea Herald that
the building, the Group’s first venture in Russia, would “serve
as a foothold for the group’s efforts to become a global enterprise.” According to the newspaper, the idea of a “Lotte
Town” in Moscow was first broached in the late 1980s at the
Seoul Olympics when Lotte Group officially sponsored Russian athletes. Since then, the company has grown to become
the leading retailer in South Korea, Asia’s third largest economy.
The first Lotte shopping center opened in 1979. Bloomberg
reported that at the end of 2007, Lotte owned 23 department
stores, 52 supermarkets, 52 discounters and six duty-free
shops within South Korea. Last year, it raised $3.5 billion in
the country’s largest initial public offering. Lotte Plaza is its
first project outside of the country. Kim Sun-Kwang, President of Lotte Shopping Rus, said, “Lotte Plaza is fast becoming a landmark in central Moscow and a much sought-after
base for flagship stores. We believe that the unprecedented
in Russia eight-floor luxury and premium shopping experience proves the growing demand for high-end retail in this
increasingly dynamic market.”
What’s in store for shopaholics? Eight floors of retail space
for brands whose names are synonymous with luxury. Real
estate advisers Cushman & Wakefield Stiles & Riabokobylko

(C&W/S&R) acted as agents for Lotte Group, bringing in over
60 retailers to Lotte Plaza: Mercury (Prada, YSL, Gucci, D&G,
Jimmy Choo, Miu Miu, Mulberry, Balenciaga, Chloe, Baccarat,
etc), Crocus International (Emanuel Ungaro, Nina Ricci, Sergio Rossi, Plein Sud, Paul Ka, Les Copains, J Lo, etc), Zara and
many others. Korean brands will also be represented in the
department store for the first time in Russia, including Bean
Pole, Love-Cat and Cu-Cu. In a press release, Anna Shchapova, Senior Consultant at the Retail Department of C&W/S&R,
said, “We are extremely proud that Lotte Group’s first venture
in Russia will house such a wide range of well-known brands
under one roof and we hope that Lotte Plaza will become the
most desirable luxury and premium shopping destination in
central Moscow.”
On the subterranean floor, shoppers can pick up groceries in
familiar Russian supermarket chain Azbuka Vkusa, as well as
gourmet food store Organiclub and sushi market Sushiyobi.
Dry-cleaning, travel booking and pharmaceutical purchases
may also be completed on that level. The first floor carries
cosmetics and accessories, the second and third women’s
clothing and shoes; the fourth menswear; the fifth children’s
clothing and home supplies, including boutiques Joop Living and Maison de Famille; the sixth electronics and media,
including Moscow bookstore chain Respublika; and the seventh a high-end food court with Russian, European, Asian
and Caucasian cuisines. Casual window shoppers may enjoy
three panoramic lifts and terrace restaurants on the third and
seventh floors. One-hour of parking in the lot across from
Lotte Plaza is free with a 500-ruble purchase. Additionally,
a 60,000-sq. m. five-star hotel is scheduled to open in 2008,
and C&W/S&R is looking for tenants for three floors of office
space within the building.
Lotte Plaza strives to integrate Korean standards of maintenance to Russia and to uphold the slogan “Customers Come
First,” a novelty in Moscow’s service industry - as good thing
to know, as you’re loading up on coffee machines, organic
groceries and Jimmy Choo heels.
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Real Estate Company Profile

Has Franchising
Finally Arrived
in Russia?
By James Logan

...I wanted to create a real estate brokerage giant for Russia/CIS that would not
only set a new standard in the industry
but impose the western business model
of residential brokering...

T

he world leader in residential real estate brokerage
franchising, Century21®, has now officially arrived in
Russian celebrating the opening of its 57th outlet. Not bad
for a franchising concept that was just launched less than a
year ago. With plans to have more than 500 outlets by 2012,
timing couldn’t have been better as we witness a boom in
the Russian middle class which is a dividend from the fastexpanding natural resource sector. First developed in the
1960’s, American based Century21® today consists of over
8,500 independently owned and operated real estate offices and over 147,000 sales professionals in 53 countries and
territories. Century21®’s market entry wasn’t short of critics,
but the numbers speak for themselves and potential new
franchisees are lining up to be buy into this global brand.
When one thinks about franchising one thinks, “Wow, I cant
afford that…I probably need to cough up hundreds of thousands of dollars just to get the license and then they’ll hit
me up for tens of thousands in monthly fees”. That may be
true for well known fast food chains, is but not the case for
Century21®. One needs to only pay a modest $25,000 for the
franchise rights and pay a franchising royalty equal to 6% of
its revenues to the master franchisor based in Moscow. That
can be a real value for money considering all the training,
lead generation, know how, marketing and advertising that
comes with the franchise package. Not only that, but as Century21® is a global leader in the real estate industry and has
offices around the world, Russians trying to find a property
abroad will have access to Century21® ’s global property da-
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tabase and the franchisee benefits from sales if generated in
Russia. The Century21® offices are also offering customers
mortgage brokerage services for those looking to purchase
on credit. It now appears that with 57 outlets Century21® is
probably one of the most successful Western franchises in
Russia. McDonalds may have more restaurants, but they do
not operate as a franchise in Russia: all restaurants are corporate owned. Not only has Century21® shocked the franchising community but especially the real estate community, with its many critics. Mind you, however, that Century21®
didn’t come to Russia by accident, it came here as the result
of the vision by the owner of the Russia/CIS master franchisor, serial American entrepreneur Nuri Katz. Mr Katz is no
stranger to Russia, nor the residential real estate business,
as one of the pioneers in that sector. Nuri was one of the cofounders of Evans Property Services in the early 1990’s and
several years ago became a part owner of one of the leading
Moscow Russian branded residential real estate firms: Beatrix. As Mr Katz pointed out in a recent Passport interview:
“Owning one of the most successful residential real estate
companies was clearly a serious achievement, but I wanted
more. I wanted to create a real estate brokerage giant for
Russia/CIS that would not only set a new standard in the industry but impose the western business model of residential
brokering. My vision was to not only provide this business
model for Moscow, which we have clearly achieved with Beatrix, but also to do this for the whole country and eventually in the CIS”. He has certainly done that, and not only has
he become an inspiration for his industry, but he has also
served as an inspiration for other potential master franchisors in all sectors. Yes! Franchising does work in Russia!! According to American Intellectual Property attorney Daniel
Klein of the Hellevig, Klein & Usov law firm, this should send
a positive signal to the market and and increased interest in
for franchising in Russia. Keep up the good work Nuri!

Real Estate News

Mirax Moves to Turkey

M

irax Group is capitalizing on Russia’s love of luxury, especially when on vacation.
On August 12, the Russian development firm signed a deal with the Turkish Cengiz Group to purchase the Sungate Port Royal, considered one of Turkey’s best hotels, for
$340 million. Located on the Anatolian coast, a popular destination for Russian tourists,
the Sungate Port Royal currently has an aqua park, 14 pools, 2 spa salons, 11 restaurants,
a “Kids’ Kingdom”, a dolphinarium, and a separate complex of VIP villas. Later this month,
Mirax will unveil plans for the hotel’s modernization. In a press release, Maxim Temnikov, a
member of Mirax’s Board of Directors, said, “We are creating a network of first-rate, worldlevel hotels in various countries of Europe, and the Sungate Port Royal hotel is the first part
of this network.”

Starbucks in Khimki

R

ussia’s first outlet of Starbucks opened on September 6 in Mega-Khimki. Russia is the
41st country in which the international coffeehouse chain has opened a store, and its
14,157 store overall. Despite the popularity of domestic brands Kofe Haus and Shokolodnitsa, Cliff Burrows, Starbucks’ company president for Europe, the Middle East and Africa,
believes that there is room for his company in Moscow. “Moscow itself is incredibly dynamic in embracing international brands,” he told The Seattle Times. Later this fall, a second Starbucks will open in a more central location on the historic Old Arbat, a popular
tourist destination. Starbuck’s joint venture partner in Russia, Kuwaiti-based M. H. Alshaya,
earlier revealed that they plan to open 10 stores in Russia by the end of the year.

Highest Take-Up on Record

E

uropean office rental markets are booming, according to the data of real estate money
management firm Jones Lang LaSalle. Their European Office Property Clock shows
that, in the first half of 2007, a record 6.7 million sqm of space was rented in 24 major European cities, representing a 9% increase over the previous six-month period. While Paris
had the highest level of take-up (1.4 million sqm), Moscow demonstrated the highest increase (76%) to 936,000 sqm. In Russia’s capital, as in many major cities across Europe, office rental rates are also continuing to rise. Prime rents are 15.4% higher than 2nd Quarter
2006, compared to 26.5% in Oslo, 18.9% in Budapest and 14.8% in Athens.

PIK Acquires a 50% Stake in Storm Properties

R

ussia’s PIK Group has acquired a 50% stake and one share in Storm Properties, a real
estate firm specializing in high-end commercial projects, for an undisclosed sum. According to the terms of the deal, PIK reserves the right to purchase an additional 25% stake
in the company. In its press release, Storm Properties revealed that it has over 450,000 sqmin Class A commercial projects in Moscow, including the Big City Office Towers (160,000
sqm); the Geneva House (18,000 sqm); Kaluzhsky business park (230,000 sq. meters); and
science and technical center Presnensky Val (24,000 sqm). Part of the sum paid for the
majority stake will go into the development of additional projects.

Northern Tower Tenants

T

he 27-story Northern Tower business center in Moscow City will soon be home to tenants City Mortgage Bank, General Motors and TransTeleCom. According to Ludmila Omelchenko, General Director of developing company Severnaya Bashnya, “We have started
marketing the top floors of Northern Tower. We are certain that they will be attractive for
companies in search of respectable and prestigious offices.” The Northern Tower offers a
panoramic view of the Moskva River and downtown Moscow, a 683-car multi-level parking lot and convenient access to the Third Ring Road and Mezhdunarodnaya and Delovoi
Tsentr metro stations. 70% of the office premises have already been rented out. Future
tenants include Raiffeisenbank, Hyundai Motor, agrochemical corporation Azot, Severstal
Auto and Torgoviy Kvartal.
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This Lady Knows
Her Wine
Ksenia Karpenko, Sommelier of the five star
Swissôtel Krasnye Holmy, talks to Annet Kulyagina

Photos courtesy of Swisotel Krasnye Holmy

This is a story about dreams. And sometimes the
most important, life-changing decisions come to us
at night in our dreams. Do you know people who
dream of the future and make the decision to follow
that dream? I know one here in Moscow. She has a
rare profession for a woman. Her name is Kseniya
Karpenko and she is the sommelier of Swissôtel
Krasniye Holmy. I went to see her last week.
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Kseniya, were you familiar with the word ‘Sommelier’ before
you actually became one?
No, and none of my family or friends were either. I don’t believe in
fate, but about two years ago I woke up and had this word on my lips:
Sommelier. I thought it sounded almost the same as ‘croupier’ at first,
but I found the French dictionary and looked up the meaning. It said, “A
person who advises and consults the guests in the restaurant about the
wine menu and who must know a lot about wine.”
But it has nothing to do with a typical girl’s dreams: Cosmo Magazine, beauty, love...
Why not? It definitely changed my life. In three days I was already
studying at the wine school of Arthur Sarkisyan. At that time I had a
sling on my right arm and I couldn’t write, but I was so much taken by
the idea of wine that everything seemed possible. I changed even the
magazines, the books that I read. I wanted to know more and more.
What happened after you finished school – have you ever regretted the choice you made?
After the wine school I looked for where I could use my knowledge. I
came to Swissôtel, and when they interviewed me and saw my enthusiasm, they took me! And no, I don’t regret it. The more I work, the more I
go deep into the subject of wine. I see many reasons to like the work.
Like what?
I know how wonderful it is to be a specialist in a small area of expertise such as wine. You are always consulted for advice. There are four
hundred people working in this hotel and I am the only one who can
advise them personally on the best wine for any occasion. And they listen to me! It is so pleasant to have a chance to share your enthusiasm
and knowledge.
Is it possible to remember so many names, so many tastes?
It is not such an unmanageable amount of information. Wine has its
own two hundred-year plus history. It is impossible to know everything,
but I always try to catch something new, new information, new tastes,
new experience. And when a guest comes to the restaurant and says he
doesn’t like wine at all, I know how to persuade him or her to try and
enjoy the experience of wine. After a little introduction, you see him
sniffing the glass, examining the taste. That is the part of the job that is
exciting to me – the discoveries of the uninitiated.
What is their reaction when they see a beautiful female Sommelier?
Always a surprise (smiling); I was born female and I can’t change that.
And happily, I always offer them good wine. At the very beginning they
are testing me, wondering if I am really good or know nothing at all. And
when they are sure I do deserve to be a Sommelier, they come again,
sometimes privately, and always to talk about wine.
Can you tell one wine from another? And the year, the place, the
producer, the region where it was made?
Ah! I don’t have such an experienced nose. But once I did a blind degustation, which was a real discovery for me. I was given a glass to taste,
and was frightened by the fact that the wine seemed to be my age. But
I was right. I think that at the time it was just an instinctive answer; it
was a Payak of 1982. That gave me more professional confidence going
forward.
Where did that happen?
It was in Australia, where I travelled this year ...
The first vineyard I visited was the Grosser Winery in Clay Valley. It was
the first time I had traveled for the business of tasting wine. I was beyond being simply excited; it was hard to express the feelings I had. We
visited fifteen vineyards. And at twelve of them I was met by the owners.
It is such an honor when a woman like myself is a guest of an established

vintner family. Their history began a long time ago with the smallest
osier shoot, and when you taste their wines you can feel the history.
Why Australia?
Australia is famous for its wine and it’s a beautiful country! If you ask
me why I didn’t go to France or Italy or somewhere in Europe, I can say
that people have individual tastes and may like unique wines from any
country. Even I could not say that I have one favorite wine. They are all
unique.
How can an ordinary person find his or her favorite wine?
There is only one way: taste. Take five kinds of cheese and a bottle of
wine, and then your best cheese and five bottles of wine. You will find
the best one for yourself. I think that wine is a communicator. It creates
an atmosphere that brings people closer to each other. It can warm you
on a cold winter day, and cool you on a hot and stuffy Moscow summer
day. If you like wine you will understand. We try to balance our wine list
so that every guest will find what he or she wants at the moment they
want it.
I can imagine that it is hard work. What was the most difficult, to
find the wines or to bring them to Russia?
The work to establish our wine cellar at the Swissôtel started before
me. I just came to continue the process. I have a dream and will try to
make it true…
You dream about the wine list?
Yes. I like giving people new possibilities. They think they have already tried everything we have, but I will always bring out something
new to surprise them, to give them a new view on wine, especially those
people who are open to such discoveries. I want them to try everything.
Old wines are history. I want to give them the chance to become part of
Pushkin’s time for example; we have a wine of that vintage in our wine
cellar. But that kind of wine is not to drink to compliment a meal. A few
drops are a touch of history. It is an extraordinary feeling. For me that is
what is most important in my sommelier work.
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Rail Travel Getting Old?
Just Getting More Advanced!
by Natalia Shuvalova

T

his year Russian Railways will celebrate its anniversary of 170
years. Celebrations include various exhibitions all over Russia
(some at railway stations), publishing of new books, postcards and
Kremlin “parties” (for the railway ministry employees). The ministry
has promised to launch new high-speed trains. And that’s not all. In
July, the Russian Rail Way Football Cup was played in the Locomotive Stadium in Moscow.
A Railway Exhibit is already installed in the Historical Museum. The
exhibition is quite intriguing. It paints a vivid picture of railway history from the early 19th century, and it is an interactive show with
music, installations, videos, and lots of historical items, including
personal things such as traveling suitcases of famous Russians, Soviet posters, and a gift that the railway workers gave to Brezhnev on
his birthday.
First, there was an expat.
It is hard to imagine Russia without railways. The fact is that back in
the 1830’s it was not easy to convince Tsar Nikolai I to build them.
Actually, it wasn’t the royal family who were not interested in the
idea. The opposition consisted of businessmen, scientists, and even
the press. The newspapers were writing that building a rail transport system could harm the horse industry and destroy the forests,
concluding, “after all, it is very dangerous for one’s health – to go at
a speed of 22 km per hour!”

The business elite were not inspired to invest their money into the
railways, while the Royal Treasury had no extra funds. Nevertheless,
five years later (after more efforts by von Gerstner), the decision was
made to connect Moscow and St. Petersburg. However, Europe, already well experienced in the railway construction, is taken aback
by the enormous expenses this Moscow to St Petersburg road requires. And the reason is simple: Russian illogical ways! When the
roadbed for the rail line was being discussed, the Tsar got so tired
of the endless discussions that he just took a ruler, put it on the map
between the two capitals and drew a line: “Like that”, was his final
order. Some say that this part of the railway has a little curve, as when
he was drawing the line, his thumb got a bit in the way. As a result,
they carried out the construction works according to his “rule”; even
through the marshy areas that could have been easily avoided.
Soon after, the nation began to be connected by the new transportation system. And private investments grew, especially after one of
the share holders became a millionaire almost immediately when
his railway contracted to transport bread from the south of Russia. In
1881, when Alexander III became Tsar, he was frustrated to discover
that most of the railways were private. By that time, rail transport
proved its efficiency as well as being the source of the constantly

“As every true Muslim cannot but go on pilgrimage to Mecca,
no true Russian would miss taking the train directly from the
capital city to the Far East.”
S. Vitte

It is only thanks to the constant efforts of a foreigner, that the first
rail line came into existence. His name was F. von Gerstner. Obviously, he knew the great benefits a railroad could bring. The United
States, as well as several European countries, was already enjoying
the railway boom. The major problem was very basic – a lack of
money. Tsar Nikolai I could not take big risks and agree to the major
projects. But von Gerstner got His Royal Highness’ consent on the
construction of the first line between St. Petersburg and Tsarskoe
Selo. These 23 km cost Russia 5 million rubles. The grand opening
took place in November of 1837.

The construction of the Great Siberian Railway began in 1891. It was
constructed from both the eastern and western areas of the nation.
S. Vitte, a remarkable politician and minister, wrote: ”As every true
Muslim cannot but go on pilgrimage to Mecca, no true Russian would
miss taking the train directly from the capital city to the Far East”.

Another surprise is that for several decades the railways served no
other purpose than as entertainment, as a sort of modern straight
ahead merry-go-round. It operated only on week-ends and holidays,
was absolutely free for the people, and they stuffed themselves into
the cars to enjoy the ride.

It is worth mentioning that the beautiful architecture of the Moscow
railway stations is not an innovation. The very first stations were designed as entertainment halls, with restaurants, music, and theater.
In one of them, Pavlovsky, which is not far from St. Petersburg, Johann Strauss gave several concerts.
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growing income (the historians describe the owners as the most influential people in the country) of the nation.

Features
Steam-engine (XIXth century), Vladikavkaz railways

Agitation on the Iron Wheels.
At the beginning of the 20th century, trains became an inseparable
part of our history. The train takes the Royal family away from the
capital and into the Urals; the train brings Lenin in from his exile
(the car he arrived in from Finland can be still seen at the Moscow
railway station in St. Petersburg).
During war times (all of them: the First and the Great Patriotic War,
as well as the Civil) the major war activities were centered on the
railways. During the Great Civil War trains were no longer a mere
means of transportation, but a permanent residency for some of
the leaders. For instance, Lev Trotsky. He literally spent 2 1/2 years
of his life living on a train, crossing the country with his agitation
speeches and such trains got the name of “agitpoezd”, or “agitation train”. But there is no reason to feel sorry for Mr. Trotsky,
since the train had everything: A secretary, typing and telegraph
services, its own electro-station, a radio, library, wheeled garage
and even a banya. And for protection, it was ironclad and was
equipped with machine guns.
In 1919 the new government arranged “literature-instructional
trains” for “establishing a connection between the center and
remote places, to spread agitation, information and literature.”
These trains could not be missed. They were painted with pictures
that were used in Soviet posters. Besides, each was equipped
with cinematography equipment, filmstrip projectors and gramophones.
The Road to the Concentration Camp
Today, taking a comfortable seat on the train and enjoying the
scenery along the way, the thought of how it was possible to car-

Memorial steam-engine

ry out the construction a century ago hardly comes to mind. But
when the USSR Council of National Commissars signed the papers
approving construction of the Baikalo-Amursky Railway (notoriously known as BAM), in 1932, they soon realized that they did not
have the required manpower to carry out the construction. The
problem was cruelly solved. The so-called BAMlag, in other words,
a concentration camp was created to supply labor for the construction... By 1938 the number of the prisoners had increased from
3,800 to 200,907. The conditions that these “laborers” were kept
in were more than horrible. Amazingly, one of the supervisors had
the courage to draw Stalin’s attention to their “unsatisfactory, and
in some cases, unbearable conditions.” There is no use saying that
no reforms of the railway “gulag” were instituted. The construction was stopped in 1941 due to the beginning of the war. In 1972
the construction continued and it was finished only in 2003. The final part was the opening of the Severo-Muysky (Northern-Muysk)
Tunnel with a length of 15 km, 343 m. which has no counterpart in
the rest of the railway system in its complexity.
If you ever decide to take several days off and spend them traveling to the Far East of Russia, you will be offered various classes of
service. One of the best trains is the “Golden Eagle”. And as you
head east keep in mind that there is also an excursion train which
circuits around Lake Baikal in the summer months; a nice chance to
experience Lake Baikal to its fullest.
If the Tran Siberian Express is too much for you, you may spend
only a night traveling to St. Petersburg or Helsinki.
To get information about all the available trains in Russia check
www.rjd-tour.ru. They have an English version webpage and the
most complete information on the subject.

Rail Upgrade Planned

T

he Cabinet is expected to approve in
November a plan to invest $506 billion
to upgrade Russia’s railways by 2030.

New High Speed Electric Train at the
platform “Aeroport-Vnukovo”

Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov said Russian Railways must improve its strategy
with proposals such as charging less for
train tickets to regions with booming
resource extraction industries, Interfax
reported.
Cheaper tickets would attract manpower
to these areas, he said.
More improved railroads will lay the

groundwork for long-term economic
growth.
High-speed trains will deliver passengers
from Moscow to St. Petersburg in just
two and a half hours, he said.
Under the plan, more than 20,000 kilometers of new railroad will be built by
2030, states Vladimir Yakunin, President
of the Russian Railroad Corporation.
“For comparison’s sake, in the Soviet period, which lasted more than 70 years,
about 30,000 kilometers of new railroads
were built in Russia,” he said.
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Hospitality News

Marriott Grand is 10 Years Old
The Marriott Grand hotel on Moscow’s prestigious Tverskaya Street is celebrating its
10 th anniversary. The reconstructed hotel follows the architectural designs of the 1930’s
and incorporates the 18th century cellars discovered during the construction. The hotel is one of three Marriott hotels in the city. The hotel has become a focal point for
Moscow‘s business and social life combining traditional Russian appointments and
contemporary comforts with the five star quality amenities, hospitality and security
global guests expect from a world class hotel. The 384 guest rooms, including one
Presidential Suite and two Ambassador Suites has played host to world leaders such as
U.S. President George Bush Jr., Bill Clinton, U.S. Secretaries of State Madeleine Albright,
Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice, and showbiz personalities, such as Catherine Deneuve,
Enrique Iglesias, Patricia Kaas, among many others. At the end of August 2007 a complete renovation of the hotel was completed.

All-Suite Pokrovka Hotel Opens
Pokrovka Suite Hotel, located in the heart of the capital, opened its doors at the end of
August as the first Russian member of the elite Small Luxury Hotels of the World Club.
Pokrovka, exclusively designed by Jestico+Whiles, became the first genuine all-suite
hotel featuring an exquisite restaurant “Numbers” by Doucet X.O. With 84 suites the
striking hotel is genuinely described as the city’s first boutique hotel.
A state-of-the-art SPA by Algotherm is under construction while underground parking,
a full range of business center services, and the latest technical equipment is available
24 hours a day. With the lowest priced rooms, a studio suite at 11,025 rubles, and then
climbing to the 94,500 rubles a night, 213 sqm Chairman Suite, this may not be the
cheapest option in town, but it is certainly one of the more luxurious.

Hilton Moves into Russian Market

H

ilton Hotels Corporation has big plans for the Russian market. Ian Carter, Chief
Executive of Hilton’s International Operations, unveiled the company’s plans to
partner with potential Russian property partners. Carter explained, “There is almost
a total absence of internationally branded properties throughout the regional cities
of Russia.” He added, “Quality hotel supply is still incredibly low and not growing at
sufficient levels to meet international and domestic demand. We anticipate that we
could see more than 70 Hilton Family hotels across Russia over the next ten years,” he
said. Early next year, Hilton opens its first hotel in Russia, the 275-room Hilton Moscow
Leningradskaya in the Stalin skyscraper opposite Komsomolskaya Square. Hilton has
signed a long-term franchise agreement with the hotel owner JSC Sadko Hotel who
has engaged Interstate Management Services, Inc, as the hotel operator.

Santa Fe Focuses on Latin America

S

anta Fe Restaurant, under the leadership of Alexis Kobernyk, is refocusing on Latin
America and with a new French chef, Olivier Zeroual, is repositioning the restaurant as an elite dining establishment. One of the most public displays of this new focus
will be the celebration of Columbus Day in Santa Fe on October 12th with the participation of most Latin American embassies in Russia. Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
Mexico, Peru and Uruguay have already pledged their support and participation and
have taken part in a preparatory meeting at Santa Fe in September to discuss the
celebrations. Latin Music and Mariachi, souvenir stalls, Tango and Salsa lessons and a
closing fireworks display all add up to promise one heck of a Latin party.

Pumpkin Special at the Golden Apple Hotel

A

lexander Kutepov, the new chef at the Golden Apple Restaurant, has come up with
a seasonal pumpkin festival and invites guests to enjoy the autumn melon. From
the 1st of October until the last day of the month, usually celebrated as Halloween,
Alexander will keep up his pumpkin magic. Roasted Duck Liver with Brioche Croutons,
Pumpkin Chutney, Raspberry and Pumpkin Sauce, Sweet Pumpkin Soup with Beets,
Cebulet Onion and Whipped Cream will create an appropriate accompaniment to devilish candles and pumpkin heads. For seafood lovers Chef Kutepov will prepare special
Sautés Scallops with Baby Pattisons, Tomatoes Fondue, Pumpkin and Wasabi Purée or
Medallions of very rare Tuna Steak with Asparagus and Sweet Chili Pumpkin sauce.
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Wine Tasting

Russian French
Champagne Shootout
by Charles Borden
photos by Alexey Gorov

T

his month’s wine tasting, one of our most
interesting, started with a comment from John
Ortega about a deprecatory Moscow Times article
about Soviet ‘Champagnes’. I responded that “the
Soviet Shampnskoye” produced throughout Russia is
primarily made from imported ‘vino-material’; cheap
imported bulk wine that is processed through the
‘reservoir’ method to create a sparkling wine This
probably accounts for 99 percent or more of the
sparkling wine produced in Russia. However, there
are a couple of wineries, like Abrau Durso on the Black
Sea, that make at least part of their production from
local grapes and locally produced wine according to
classic methods.”
A few days later John asked about a wine subject for
the October issue. I proposed, “Passport Birthday
Party: Sparkling Wines – Classic Russian, Crimean, and
a Touch of the Real Thing.” The response, “нет – Russia
has a long way to go on sparkling wines, they still don’t

John Ortega and Stephen Williams
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have the méthode champenoise system down to a
science nor the bulk method charmat and do we want
to associate Passport Magazine with poor quality??”
After another exchange, I finally got, “Ok Charles,
you win! You pick Russia’s four best Champagnes
and I will pick the four best that I can find and we
do a Champagne Sparkling Wine tasting out of
it!!
Passport’s own Russian French Champagne
Shootout! ”
So we end up at Bistrot, ensconced at one of the
coveted big center tables on the patio, and on a
Friday night; very hard to accomplish. John has
picked up five top Champagnes from DP Trade’s
Magnum shop on Kutuzovsky, including his favorite,
Salon Blanc de Blancs Brut. I went to the Massandra
shop on Komsomolsky Prospekt, which sells a wide
selection of wines from “real wineries” of Russia
and Ukraine, meaning those around the Black Sea.
I picked four of the best from the three wineries in
the CIS that still produce sparkling wines according
to the classic methods developed in France: Novy
Svet on the Crimea
peninsula,
AbrauDurso on Russia’s
Black Sea coast, and
Artyomovsk Winery
in Ukraine’s Donetsk
oblast. I had to
search further for a
bottle from one of
my favorite Russian
sparkling wines, a red
from
Tsimlanskoye
Winery in eastern
Rostov region, but Chris Davis

Wine Tasting
I found one at
an AM shop but
couldn’t find one
of their best, which
is apparently made
in accordance with
an “old Cossack”
method. All of
the wines, French
and Russian, were
brut
with
the
exception of the
Tsimlanskoye.
We were a panel
of ten, / including
wine
expert
Stephen Williams
Diana Pinquette
of the Antique
Wine
Company,
who was in town to meet customers. By chance he
had emailed John two days earlier to get acquainted
and scored a last minute invitation. An old friend
of John’s from Los Angeles also joined us, Bernie
Bubman, founder of Great Earth Vitamins, who
happened to be in town for a consulting gig.
We decided that this would be our first blind tasting,
and Bistrot sommelier Nikolai Lesenkov helped us
make it completely blind. His helpers wrapped each
bottle in foil before chilling them in wine buckets,
and Nikolai chose the order of presentation. We
knew the names of wines that would be served but
not the order. Nikolai advised us not to drink any
other wine before the sparkling, but did give us a
large platter of assorted cheese and ham.
The Bistrot staff under Nikolai’s direction did a
marvelous job of serving the wines and replacing
our glasses with each serving. The wine pours were
small in traditional champagne flutes. The tasting
quickly became a guessing game, the key questions
being “Is this Russian or French? ” And for the bold:
“Which wine is this? ”
For two days, John had put me on the spot, and
reminded me several times that he was “expecting
a lot” from my selections. I tried to downplay
expectations because, despite the fact that I had
tried one of the best sparkling wines of my life in

George Voloshin and Jan Heere

Stephen Williams
the Abrau Durso cellars with their winemaker, I was
not so sure these wines would show well. I thought
we would easily distinguish between the incredibly
expensive French Champagnes and the Russian
challengers. Well, this was not the case. And in the
end a Russian pulled off the top rating, though four
French filled out the top five.
The top French Champagne was John’s longtime
favorite, and it had a price to match:
Salon Blanc de Blancs Brut
Le Mesnil 1995 (WS 96)
$635
This is assertive and grainy
in
texture,
a
big-boned
Champagne that’s powerful
and intensely flavored. Biscuit,
graphite, honeysuckle, peach
and floral notes come together,
defined by the firm structure,
and lasts throughout the
complex finish. It needs a little
more time for the elements
to harmonize. Drink now through 2018. 500 cases
imported. –BS
Source: Wine Spectator
Current auction price $216
Our top scoring Russian wine was a Pinot Noir Rose
from Novt Svet. This and the Billecart-Salmon Brut,
also a rose, were served together. A surprising tough
choice.
Billecart-Salmon Brut Rose
NV (WS 90 – Parker 94)
Parker comments:
Billecart-Salmon is one of my
favorite Champagne houses,
and their non-vintage Rose
(Lot #L85547401905M) is a
consistent winner. A delicate
pink color is accompanied
by gorgeous sweet cherry,
strawberry, and mineral-like
scents,
assertive
mediumbodied flavors, a delicate, crisp
personality, and surprising depth as well as persistence.
A beautiful berry character in the finish adds to this
impeccable rose’s captivating style. Source: Wine
Advocate
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Wine Tasting
wines from these wineries are produced classically;
the lesser wines are made by the quicker and less
expensive reservoir method.

Eric Boone
Russian “Champagne”
Russia’s first documented sparkling wine production
in 1799 was under the authority of Emperor Pavel I at
his palace at Sudak on the Crimean peninsula. By 1812,
a number of companies were producing and selling
sparkling wines from Crimea, with the first opening
at the Sudak State Winemakers’ Academy. From 1840,
Prince Vorontsov produced well-received sparkling
wines in Crimea under the label Ay-Danil. Crimean
wine production ceased during the Crimean War
(1854-1856) when English and French invaders tore
out vineyards and destroyed production equipment,
a large laboratory, and extensive documentation
about winemaking and vineyard production.
By the end of the 19 th century, the Russian aristocracy
had become the largest foreign market for French
Champagne. French winemakers even produced a
sweet version for the goût russe. At the end of the
century, a number of wineries were established
in Russia to produce sparkling wines including a
French-Russian one by Henri Roederer near Odessa
in 1896.
However, it was Prince Golitsyn, the patriarch of
modern Russian winemaking, who developed a real
tradition of Russian sparkling winemaking. Prince
Golitsyn began intensive experimentation with
over 600 varieties of grapes on the southeastern
Crimea coast in 1878. He studied grape variety
behavior and growth in Black Sea coastal conditions
and their potential for use in wine production. The
grapes he selected for sparkling wines were Pinot
Franc, Pinot Gris, Aligote, and Chardonnay. Golitsyn
began the first experimentation with the production
of sparkling wines using
the méthode champenoise
(classic) at Novy Svet in 1892.
In 1896, Golitsyn’s wines were
served at the coronation of
Tsar Nicolas II and in 1900
they received the Grand Prix
medal in Paris.
The wineries below have
continued
the
tradition
of classical sparkling wine
production, but note that
only the more expensive
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Abrau Durso
Abrau Durso Winery was founded in 1870 by decree of
Emperor Alexander II on land discovered by agronomist
Feodor Geiduk in a small, rugged valley about 20
kilometers from Novorossiysk and two kilometers from
the Black Sea, which drops 84 meters below. The first
grapes planted included Riesling, Portugieser, Aligote,
Sauvignon, Saperavi, and Muscat. In 1896, it was decided
to begin sparkling wine production at Abrau Durso.
Prince Golitsyn, joined by French specialists, quickly
began development of the winery. An extensive series
of tunnels and caverns were dug into the hills beside the
winery. The Prince established a school to train young
Russian winemakers. It was these young winemakers
that continued the Abrau Durso winemaking tradition
after the Revolution when the
winery became a vinsovkhoz
(state wine farm).
Novy Svet Winery
In 1890, near Sudak on the
southeastern Crimean coast on
the Black Sea, Golitsyn started
the construction of wine cellars
and their connecting tunnels
in a spectacular location at the
foot of Koba-Kaya Mountain
where the Novy Svet winery
eventually would be built.
Artyomovsk Winery
Artyomovsk Winery lies to the
north of Crimea in the Donetsk
region of Ukraine. It was founded
in 1950 to produce classic
sparkling wines, with production
in the special microclimate of
26 underground hectares of
abandoned alabaster mines.
Artyomovsk purchases wine
material from the Crimea. It
produces exclusively classic
sparkling wines topped by its
Red Brut.
Tsimlanskoye Winery
The Cossacks made a sparkling
wine in the middle of the 17th
century on the Don River in the
Tsimlanskoi and Kumshatskoi
villages in southern Russia. This
Cossack wine was popularized
throughout Russia by Atman
Matvey Platov, the legendary
hero of the War of 1812, who
always traveled with barrels of
Tsimlansky wine. Tsimlanskoye
Winery is located in eastern
Rostov region, far from the Black Sea. Its sparkling wines are
deep purple and sweet, made from local grape varieties.

Wine Tasting

Yulia Mygyeva

Charles Borden
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Order
Rating

Ranking

Retail
USD

Retail
RR

Novy Svet Pinot Noir 2002
(Rose)

6
3.95

1

$20.20

515р.

Salon Blanc de Blancs Brut
Le Mesnil 1995

5
3.73

2

$635.29

16,200р.

Bollinger Extra Brut R.D. 1996

10
3.73

2

$303.53

7,740р.

Billecart-Salmon Brut NV
(Rose)

7
3.56

4

$267.45

6,820р.

Louis Roederer Cristal 2000

4
3.54

5

$472.55

12,050р.

Novy Svet Prince Golitsyn
2001

3
3.32

6

$15.49

395р.

Abrau Durso Brut 2003

2
2.93

7

$24.71

630р.

Egly-Ouriet Brut Millesime
1998

9
2.74

8

$184.31

4,700р.

Artemovskoye Silver Age
Brut 2006

1
2.72

9

$17.45

445р.

Tsimlanskoye Sparkling NV
(Red/Sweet)

8
2.61

10

$7.25

185р.

$1,948.24

49,680р.

Rating
Points

Retail
USD

Retail
RR

French Total

17.30

$1,863.14

20,130р.

Russian Total

15.53

$85.10

29,550р.

Total
Country Summary

Bernie Bubman
Ortega Easy Rating System
I love this wine!
I really like this wine!
This wine is good!
This wine is not that good!
I don’t really care for this wine!
Massandra Wine Shop
Komsomolsky Prospekt 15
247-0096

5 pts.
4 pts.
3 pts.
2 pts.
1 pt.

Magnum
Kutuzovsky Prospekt 24
937-6515
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Restaurant Review

Beau

Beauty
and Loveliness
Charles Borden

«La bellezza salverà il mondo»
Feodor Dostoevsky

Loveliness

exellen
B

ellezza is a lovely restaurant if located below ground on Ulitsa
Krasnaya Presnaya near the 1905 Goda metro station, next to
Dolls. Jan Heere, John Ortega and I had a little trouble finding the
entrance, but once we did we descended into an ornate, comfortable club and were warmly greeted by several staff members. We
were shown through Bellezza’s five separate dining areas, and
finally, the Versace Empire VIP dining room, concealed behind a
curtain at the far end of the restaurant. This room has been decked
out with Versace creations from floor to ceiling, tableware to wall
coverings. The few large tables in each dining room are set with
expansive, carved wood, heavily padded armchairs. For accent
lighting, the designers have substituted
d ornate draped and illuminated “windows” to make up for the lackk of the real
eal thing. Unfortunately, the big video screens that are present
esent throughout
hroughout and filled
continuously with music videos mar Bellezza’s
ellezza’s
a’s sumptuous design.
Thankfully, the music was kept to background
ground
und noise levels, but the
effect is like putting mirror sunglasses on
n a statue of the Madon
Madonna.

Despite the modern afterthoughts, Bellezza is the place to go if
you want to pay oligarch prices without the crowds or to get away
for a romantic dinner or discreet business meeting.
The menu at Bellezza, prepared by Chef Lorenzo Strappato, is Mediterranean/Italian. Chef Strappato was the subject of Passport’s chef
interview in the August issue. Bellezza’s (very) young sommelier,
Svetlana Lapshina, a recent graduate of Moscow’s Enotria School,
went over the broad wine list with John. He was happy to find a
couple of Australian Shiraz on the wine list, including the Wild
Duck Creek Spring Flat Shiraz (6200r) imported by Australian PGA
pro
expert Grant Dodd. Grant will be bringing several
o and
an wine exper
top Australian
winemakers to Moscow in October and will guide
A
winem
the wine tasting for the
t November issue. The Spring Flat Shiraz is a
dense, fruit-packed, chocolaty wine, an example of just how good
Australian winemakers
wine
winemake are with this grape.

perfecr
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We ordered an assorted
cheese platter, which consisted of Gorasso

Restaurant Review

auty

Romant

lent

Chef Lorenzo

gonzola, Parmesan, Pecorino, and Tallagio, served with honey
and quartered fresh pears. I opened dinner with Chestnut Chowder (300r), a very tasty, creamy, chestnut color soup with soft and
tender chestnut pieces, followed by the House Salad ‘Contadina’
(330r). This salad consisted of fresh, full arugula leaves, quartered
pears, grapes, Parmesan, and pine nuts with slices of tender grilled
duck breast.

Jan Heere ordered the Beef Tartar (370r), but found it too spicy and
left it unfinished. He followed this with the New Lamb Kare from
Chef Lorenzo (1250r); this stack of tender young lamb chops left
him much more satisfied. John ordered Tagliatelle with Seafood
(1000r) and Medallions of Black Angus by Rome Emperor Neron
Royal (1600r). He declared the Medallions exquisite, and passed
around a taste to the rest of us at the table; very welcome after seeing the meat and its presentation. I decided on pasta for the main
course – Fusilli Carbonara with Asparagus (450r), rich and creamy

with
At our review
ith thinly sliced lengths of very fresh asparagus.
aspa
meals we seldom get as far as dessert, but Bellezza became an exe
ception when we ordered Homemade Ice Cream ‘Semifreddo’ of
Tropical Fruits (350r) topped of with several rounds of Lorenzo’s
home prepared
d Lemoncello.
Lem

In conclusion, Bellezza’s design is exquisite, the food excellent, but
these attributes are sharply contrasted by the continuous video
entertainment hovering over your head.
Belleza’s prices are on par with other top end restaurants in Moscow, but it appears to be less well trafficked than others, providing
quieter surroundings for a relaxing meal without the worry of seeing and being seen.
Restaurant Bellezza
Ulitsa Krasnaya Presnaya 23
Tel: (495) 252-1214
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Chef‘s Interview

Juliana Naumenko
Chef of Louisiana Steakhouse
Is there a female word for a sheriff
oh, I am sorry, for a Chef?
by Anna Kylyagina

This is the first time I’m interviewing a woman chef
…how long have you been working as a chef?
For quite a long time, but I took a break when I had my
child.
Why did you choose such a profession, as a woman
chef, at least in Moscow which is quite rare?
It was just the circumstances in my life. I didn’t dream
about it and I never thought about it growing up. I
couldn’t even cook. But it was my mother who urged me
to enter the culinary college when I failed my exams at
the institute. She thought that at least I might learn cooking. It was the beginning of the 90’s, and from the first
very good money, as I was paid in dollars. And there is
that element of creativity. I gradually became involved in
that aspect – the creativity – and I graduated and began
to work.
Is it that easy when you are a woman that has a family and a home?
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I wouldn’t say that the life is easy and it is not always
easy to start working again when you are on maternity
leave, but when I had the time to think about only family and home and family and work, I understood that the
only thing I could do is cooking and I got back into it.
Do you feel a sense of competition with men in your
field?
Well, I did, but I don’t try to compete; I have my field
and I don’t see any sense in observing the competition.
On the contrary I can always learn something new. And
honestly, I don’t feel a need in myself to compete with
anyone. And I have my own talents to develop.
Sounds interesting, what are they?
I feel that it is easier for me to win over the guest. Well, I
am a woman and I have some ability to manage people.
But it is still a man’s work! And isn’t a kitchen a place
where intrigues and scandals fester among the staff?

Chef‘s Interview
Well the atmosphere is really important. And
I don’t feel it is bad in our restaurant. We live and
work in a friendly atmosphere. I don’t like conflicts.
We have all worked here for a long time.
A woman has always something else besides
the job: family, children, home. Do you feel that
you spend too much time here?
I remember the time right after I got back to work
after my maternity leave; it was hard and I had to
catch up on my skills and sometimes to push myself a little harder. In the last two years I feel I have
established myself and have become more self-assured and now – more financially stable.
Have you ever strived to become a director of
one of the restaurants you have worked at?
No, I don’t have such ambitions, didn’t have them
earlier and don’t have them now, I have my kitchen
and more than enough to do here. At Louisiana we
have a common cause and we follow one target –
satisfying the guests and earning the money.
What do you do to satisfy people who come
here?
Quality. Service. It’s not only my part, but the
whole work of the restaurant. We exist to bring a
sense of warmth and homey feeling to the guests
here.
The restaurant seems to be a masculine place;
how do you know what the customers want?
My team of professionals… and the excellent
products! I am good at understanding what men
want… I don’t have many women friends, but if I try
to analyze them I conclude that all of them are solid
and strong people. Like men, perhaps!

The Recipe Ribeye Steak Australian
Rybay steak
Sea salt
Black pepper
Grill the steak to the necessary level (Juliana recommend) medium.

Vegetable grill
Sweet pepper – 80 gr
Zucchini – 80 gr
Tomato – 50 gr
Red Onion – 40 gr
Vegetables are grilled, salted and decorated with green herbs.

Adzhika (spicy sause)
Tomato – 100 gr
Garlic – 10 gr
Cilantro – 10 gr
Salt and pepper to taste.
Blend all at once and served with the meat.

Do you have a man’s character?
I don’t think so, but I notice sometimes that I am
strict and harsh. I don’t like it myself… but there’s
nothing to do about it. I can feel that my character
has changed as I have more responsibility not only
over my life and work but also for the people I work
with. I would like to have time to relax and feel more
feminine; not to take too much responsibility… but
I don’t have a chance!
Have you made any changes in the menu?
Yes, when I came to this place it was TexMex; a
lot of Mexican food and not every one understands
it. We made a good meat and fish restaurant, with
a variety of meats prepared on the open flame or
grilled or fried. We added some more traditional
salads, more vegetables and garnishes. We have Olivie salad and it is ordered often. I may say that we
won over the customers, compared with when I first
came as we now have a lot more guests.
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Wine&Dine
SEMIFREDDO
Little bit of everything – special set from chef. Large
list of wines, sparkling wines, grappa and cognacs.
Noon-23:00.
2 Rossolimo Ul., (495) 248-6169
Park Kultury

APPLE BAR & RESTAURANT
A chic and intimate lounge serving classical and
original innovative cocktails. The Restaurant offers
a selection of simple and tasty European dishes.
Contemporary atmosphere of harmony and fashion.
Bar open 24 hours. Restaurant 7:00-last guest.
11 Ul. Malaya Dmitrovka, (495) 980-7000
Tverskaya, Pushkinskaya

VOGUE CAFE
European food, top clientele.
Mon-Thu 8:30-1:00, Fri 8:30-2:00,
Sat noon-2:00, Sun noon-1:00.
7/9 Ul. Kuznetsky Most, (495) 923-1701
Kuznetsky most

CUTTY SARK

SUDAR
Russian cuisine. Authentic russian dishes. Recipes
from old cookbooks.Noon-16:00 – 25% discount.
19th century mansion interior. Summer terrace
called "Abazhur". Noon-last guest.
36a Kutuzovsky Prospect,
(499) 249-6965
Park Pobedy or Kutuzovskaya

CAFE ROSET
Along with an excellent kitchen, Cafe Roset offers a
spectacular wine on the list, the Australian, Clarendon Hills Syrah. 9:00 - midnight.
29, Kutusovsky Prospect, (495) 249-9040
Kutuzovskaya
BLUE ELEPHANT

CAFE PUSHKIN

CITY GRILL
Contemporary European cuisine, state-of-the-art
interior. Noon-2:00.
2/30 Sad.-Triumphalnaya Ul., (495) 699-0953
Mayakovskaya

BISTROT
Italian cuisine, three dining rooms, VIP hall, summer
patio. Noon-05:00.
12 Bol.Savinsky Per., Bldg. 2, (495) 248-4045
Kievskaya

Restaurant stylized as a luxury ocean yacht. Fresh
seafood. Aquarium with live lobsters and crabs;
over 40 varieties of fish in an ice showcase; oysters
bar. Seasonal offers from the chef. Wine from
France, Italy, Spain and the New World and other
elite beverages; cigars. "Captain's Cabin" VIP room.
11:00-midnight. All cards are accepted.
12 Novinsky Bulvar, (495) 202-1312/1621
Smolenskaya, Barrikadnaya

1 REDSQUARE
The menu features lavish, centuries-old recipes. Expect cream-laden meat dishes with sticky fruit-based
sauces and live folk music.
Noon-midnight.
1 Krasnaya Ploshchad, (495) 625-3600
Okhotny Ryad

4 ANGELS CAFE
European, Russian and Japanese cuisine.

CIPOLLINO
Coffee and cream-colored stylish Italian eatery a
stone's throw from Christ the Savior Cathedral.
Three halls with numerous divans make for cozy dining in this upmarket restaurant. Noon-6:00.
7 Soimonovsky Proyezd, Bldg. 1,
(495) 291-6576
Kropotkinskaya

Cost of dinner for one without drinks • – to $15 •
– English-language menu • – Business lunch •

– $15-30 •
– $30-50 •
– $50-100 •
– Reservations recommended • – Kids menu • – Delivery •

– over $100
– Wi-Fi

Cozy cafe with gorgeous interior. New menu. Collection 06/07 Autumn Winter.
Sunday-Thursday: 12:00-6:00 Friday-Saturday:
24 hours.
5 Pokrovka, (495) 364-3339
Kitay-Gorod

CONCERTO RESTAURANT AND BAR

ZOLOTOI KUPOL
Upmarket restaurant serving Caucasian and panEuropean cuisine.
Wide selection of beverages.
24 hours.
Gorky, Rublyovo-Uspenskoye Shosse,
(495) 419-5278

Experience Italian cooking combined with the
freshest herbs and ingredients. Guests are
entertained by the live show in the theatre
kitchen, where the Italian dishes are produced in
the burning oven.
A large variety of pizzas and wide choice of
cheese. For beverages you can rely on the expertise of our sommelier.
12:00-16:00
Kosmodamianskaya Nab., 52 Building 6,
(495) 787-9800 ext. 3196
Paveletskaya

SHOKOLAD
Pan-European menu plus a selection of Japanese
dishes. Cozy decor and live music. 24 hours.
5 Strastnoi Bulvar, (495) 787-8866
Tverskaya
CAFE DES ARTISTES

SETTEBELLO
Classic Italian menu with a Russian twist. Cozy coffee
lounge. Noon-last guest.
3 Sadovaya-Samotechnaya Ul., (495) 699-1656
Tsvetnoi Bulvar

Restaurant and Bar presided over by Dolf Mikhail
offers fine dining in a relaxed atmosphere, often
with fresh art on the walls of the upstairs room.
European cuisine.
11:00-midnight.
5/6 Kamergersky Per.,
(495) 692-4042
Tverskaya

MARIO
Delightful elegance and style flavoured with best
quality Italian dishes.
17 Ul. Klimashkina, (495) 253-6505
Ulitsa 1905 Goda
SPAGO
Stylish restaurant with a wide range of pastas.
Live music. Noon-23:00
1 Bolshoi Zlatoustinsky Pereulok,
(495) 921-3797
Lubyanka

LOUISIANA STEAK HOUSE
A variety of steaks and shashlik. European food
served as well. 11:00-1:00.
30 Pyatnitskaya Ul., Bldg. 4, (495) 951-4244
Novokuznetskaya

13 SANDWICHES BISTRO
Cozy Italian eatery serving warm pressed gourmet
sandwiches.
9:00-21:00, delivery 19:00.
www.13sandwiches.ru
21 Ul. Trubnaya, (495) 106-4996
Trubnaya

5 RINGS RESTAURANT
European and Russian cuisine. Classic European Restaurant with cozy atmosphere and elegant interior.
Noon-last guest.
27 Dolgorukovskaya, (495) 250-2551
Novoslobodskaya
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A Moscow classic serving upmarket Russian cuisine
in lavish, 19th century surroundings. The is a bustling
ground-floor dining hall and a more sophisticated (and
pricier) experience complete with classical quartet,
on the upper levels. Reservation essential. 24 hours.
Tverskoy Bulvar, 26a, (495) 699-5590
Pushlinskaya
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SENO
This inexpensive Russian restaurant is a good option
for the budget- or time-conscious. Its excellent selfservice buffet offers a wide range of salads and hot
meals. 9:00-midnight.
6 Kamergersky Pereulok, Bldg. 1, (495) 692-0452
Tverskaya

Royal Thai cuisine with impeccable service. One of
the newest in the worldwide chain features Royal
Thai Platter to sample a range of Thai specialties.
Three Elephant rating means very spicy-hot while no
elephants mean it’s mild enough to serve the kids.
Noon-midnight
31 Novinskiy Blrd,
(495) 580-7757

Barrikadnaya
GUILLY'S
"Guilly's" is the oldest, and best steakhouse in Moscow. Their cuisine is intercontinental, main emphasis
being laid on steaks. The restaurant is situated in a
cozy multi-room basement of a historic mansion built in
the early 19th century. There's always soft background
music on, lights are adjusted to the time of day.
6 Stoleshnikov Per.
(495) 933 5521
Okhotny ryad

Wine&Dine

BLOOMING SAKURA

African-European fusion interior reflecs a hunting
house conveys the idea of a meat restaurant. Open
kitchen with wood-burning stove and a chargrill. A
huge selection of meat and fish dishes.
15 Smolensky Bulvar, (495) 291-1667
12:00-last guest, kitchen till 23.30.
Smolenskaya

CLUBS

Authentic Japanese. Finer dining than the Ichiban
Boshi people who own it. Modelled after their upmarket fine dining restaurant in Singapore.
7/1 Ul. Krasina, (495) 254 7908
Mayakovskaya

NAVARROS
The creation of popular Moscow chef, Yuri Navarro,
serves breakfast, business lunch and dinners. From
tapas to eclectic Peruvian-Mediterranean fusion in a
detached building.
23 Shmitovskiy Proezd, Bldg 4, (495) 259-3791
Ulitsa 1905 Goda

DЯGILEV
Trendiest of the current ‘hot’ clubs in Moscow.
Stringent ‘face control’ to let you in. The place to
see and be seen
Karetny Ryad Ulitsa. 3, Hermitage Garden
(495) 790-7400
Pushkinskaya
B2 CLUB
4 bars, sushi-bar, concert hall for 800 people.
Resonable prices.
Bolshaya Sadovaya st., 8
(495) 209-9918
Marksistskaya
JUSTO
Monday-Friday, Sunday 13:00-2:00, Friday-Saturday
13:00-3:00, Face control, Dress code
B.Tolmachyovsky per., 5, bld.9 (495) 937 37 50
Tretyakovskaya

TOCHKA
Open: Mon - Sun from 18:00 until 06:00
Oktyabrskaya Leninsky ave., 6, bldg. 7
(495) 737-7666
Pushkinskaya
SAKHAR
Open: Tue, Thurs from 20:00 until 6:00, Fri from
12:00 until 6:00, Sat from 20:00 until 7:00
Bol. Sukharevsky lane, 23/25
(495) 207-2838
Sukharevskaya
ALABAMA
Alabama is a very cosy jazz club in the heart of
Moscow. Great stylish place with comfy sofas, not
pricy food. Live concerts start at 9 p.m.
7/2 Stoleshnikov pereulok
229-2412
Teatralnaya
NIGHT FLIGHT
The club keeps its doors opened daily from 21:00
till 05:00.
Tverskaya st., 17 (495)229-4165
nighf@aha.ru www.nightflight.ru
Pushkinskaya
A PRIORI
Open: Mon-Sat from 24:00 until 12:00.
Face control
Bol. Molchanovka st., 12, bldg. 1 291 77 83,
737 58 43
Tretyakovskaya

NIGHT FLIGHT

– over $100
– Wi-Fi

SAPPORO
Modern Japanese restaurant with an extensive sushi
and sashimi menu. Noon-23:00.
14 Prospekt Mira,
(495) 207-0198
Prospekt Mira

A good quality Japanese food with modern presentation in cool ambience, at affordable prices.
11:00-midnight.
22 Krasnaya Presnya Ul.,
(495) 255-0909
Krasnopresnenskaya
105-1 Vernadskogo Prosp.,
(495) 433-9151
Yugo-Zapadnaya

PAPA JOHN’S
Tucked in the basement below the Johnny the Fat Boy
Pizzeria, Pappa John’s features live music and plenty
of sweaty young bodies
2 Myasnitskaya Ul.(495) 755-9554
Kitay-Gorod

– $15-30 •
– $30-50 •
– $50-100 •
– Reservations recommended • – Kids menu • – Delivery •

STARLITE DINER
American ‘50s-style diner, extensive menu with
great breakfasts, cheeseburgers and milkshakes.
Expat hangout. 24 hours.
6 Prospekt Vernadskogo
Universitet
16 Ul. Bolshaya Sadovaya, (495) 290-9638
Mayakovskaya
9a Ul. Korovy Val, (495) 959-8919
Oktyabrskaya

JU-JU

he club keeps its doors opened daily from 21:00
till 05:00
Tverskaya st., 17
229-4165
www.nightflight.ru
Pushkinskaya

10

2007

43

Cost of dinner for one without drinks • – to $15 •
– English-language menu • – Business lunch •

AMERICAN BAR&GRILL
Hamburgers, steaks, bacon & eggs breakfast and
more. Children’s room on weekends. 24 hours.
2/1 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul., (495) 250-9525,
Mayakovskaya
59 Ul. Zemlyanoi Val, (495) 912-3621/15,
Taganskaya
14 Kirovogradskaya Ul., (inside Global City Trade
Centre), (495) 956-4843,
Yuzhnaya

ICHIBAN BOSHI

advertisement

T.G.I. FRIDAY’S
American favorites in a cozy wood-paneled setting.
Noon-midnight.
18/2 Tverskaya Ul., 694-3921/2497
Pushkinskaya
1/2 Leninsky Prospekt., 238-3200
Oktyabrskaya
33 Ul. Zemlyanoi Val, in Atrium mall, 970-1187
Kurskaya
14 Ul. Novy Arbat, Bldg.1, 291-1318
Arbatskaya
23 Ul. Garibaldi, 779-4211
Noviye Cheryomushki
3 Ul. Novoslobodskaya, 780-7922
Novoslobodskaya

Venues
Natalya Sats Children’s Musical Theatre
(495)930-7021
5, Vernadskogo Prospect
Universitet

Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts

Olympic Stadium
(495)688-5322
16, Olimpiysky Prospect

Stanislavsky and Nemirovitch-Danchenko
Moscow
Academic Music Theatre

Luzhniki (Palace of Sports,
USZ Druzhba)
(495)785-9717
17, Luzhniki Street
Sportivnaya

MDM
(495)248-4383
28, Komsomolsky Prospect
Frunzenskaya

17, Bolshaya Dmitrovka Street

MHAT im. Gorkogo
(495)203-6222
22, Tverskoy Boulevard
Pushkinskaya

Mossoveta Theatre
(495)699-2035
16, Bolshaya Sadovaya Street
Mayakovskaya

Galina Vishnevskaya Opera
Centre
(495)637-7703
Building 1, 25 Ostozhenka Str.
Kropotkinskaya

Moscow Conservatory
(495)629-2060
13, Bolshaya Nikitskaya Street
Biblioteka im. Lenina

Novaya Opera
(495)694-1915
Building 2, 3 Karetny Ryad
Street, Hermitage Garden
Tverskaya

Gallery.Photorapher.Ru
(495)917-4646
Winzavod. Building 6, 1, 4th Syromyatnicheskiy Pereulok
Kurskaya
Golden Ring

Moscow International House
of Music
(495)730-1011
Buiding 8, 52 Kosmodamianskaya Embankment
Paveletskaya

35 MM Cinema
(495)917-1883
47/24, Pokrovka Street
Krasnye Vorota

Theatre
(495)611-4800
17, Timiryazevskaya Street
Timiryazevskaya

B1 Maximum
(495)648-6777
11, Ordzhonikidze Street
Shabolovskaya

Gostiny Dvor
(495)298-1660
4, Ilyinka Street
Kitai-Gorod

Bolshoi theatre
(495)250-7317
1, Tetralnaya Square
Teatralnaya

(495)203-7998
12, Volkhonka Street
Kropotkinskaya

(495)629-2835
Tverskaya
State Kremlin Palace
(495)928-5232

Pobeda Gallery
(495)917-4646
Winzavod. Building 6, 1, 4th Syromyatnicheskiy Pereulok
Kurskaya

1, Vozdvizhenka Street
Borovitskaya
Tchaikovsky Concert Hall
(495)699-0658
4/31, Triumfalnaya Square
Mayakovskaya
Teresa Durova’s
Theatre

Clowns

(495)237-1689
6, Pavlovskaya Street
Serpukhovskaya

advertisement

Cost of dinner for one without drinks • – to $15 •
– English-language menu • – Business lunch •

– $15-30 •
– $30-50 •
– $50-100 •
– Reservations recommended • – Kids menu • – Delivery •

– over $100
– Wi-Fi

CDK MAI
(495)158-4470
8, Dubosekovskaya Street
Sokol
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PA S S P O R T . . .
Restaurants & Bars
13 Sandwiches
Academy
Acapulco
Accenti
Adriatico
Alpen Terrasse
American Bar&Grill
Antonio
Art Bazar
Art Chaikhona
Australian Open
Muskat
BeerHouse
Blue Elephant
Bookcafe
Cafe Cipollino
Cafe Michelle
Cafe Mokka
Casual
Сarre Blanc
Che
Cicco Pizza
Coffee Bean
Colonna
Correas'
Darbar
Deli France
Donna Klara
Dorian Gray
Five rings

French Cafe
Gallery of Art
Gandhara
Gibo e Viso
Gorki
Guilly's
Hard Rock Cafe
Hic Bibitur
Ichiban Boshi
IL Patio
Italianets
Ju Ju
Khajuraho
Labardans
Le Club
Leonardo
London Pub
Los Bandidos
Louisiana Steak House
Moka-Loka
Molly Gwinn's Pub
My Place
Night Flight
Noahs Ark
Nostalgie
Pancho Villa
Paper Moon
Parisienne
Pizza Maxima
Planet Sushi
Porto Maltese

Public
Pyramid
Rendezvous
R&B cafe
Santa Fe
Scandinavia
Shafran
Shamrock
Silvers Irish Pub
Simple Pleasures
Starlite Diner
Sudar
T. G .I. Friday's
Talk of Town
Tesora
The Place
The Real McCoy
Trattoria Macaroni
Tunnel
Uzbekistan
Vanila SKY
V.I.P.National
Vesna
Yapona Mama
Yellow Sea
Zapravochnya

Hotels
Alrosa
Ararat Park Hyatt
Art-Hotel
Baltchug Kempinski

Belgrad
Globus
East-West
Katerina
Marriott Grand
Marriot Royal Aurora
Marriott Tverskaya
Metropol
Mezhdunarodnaya 2
Moscow Country Club
Maxima Hotels
National
Novotel 1, 2
Orlyonok
Proton
Radisson Slavyanskaya
Renaissance
Sheraton Palace
Soyuz
Sretenskaya
Swissotel Krasnie Kholmy
Tiflis
Volga
Zavidovo
Zolotoye Kol'tso

Business Centers
American Center
Business Center Degtyarny
Business Center Mokhovaya
Daev Plaza
Ducat Place 2
11 Gogolyevsky
Iris Business Centre
Japan House
Krylatsky Hills
LG Electronics
McDonald’s Building
Meyerkhold House
Morskoi Dom
Mosalarko Plaza
Mosbusiness Center
Moscow Business Center
Mosenka 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Novinsky Passage
Olympic Plaza
Parus Business Center
Petch & Abels
Romanov Dvor
Samsung Center
Sodeksho
Usadba Centre
Usadba Centre JTI
Western Bridge Business Cntr.

Embassies
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
China
Cyprus

Czech Rebublic
Denmark
Egypt
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Indonesia
India
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Kuwait
Luxembourg
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovenia
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sweden
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
U.S. Embassy

Fitness Centers
Dr. Loder
Gold's Gym
Sport Line Club
Radisson Slavyanskaya Sport Club

Airlines/Travel Companies
American Express
Aviatransagentstvo
Astravel
Capital Tours
Cathay Pacific
Czech Airlines
Delta Airlines
Egypt Air
Finnair
JAL
Streamline
Swiss International
Japan Airlines

Others

Medical/Dental centers
Adventist Health Center of Mos.
American Clinic
American Dental Clinic
American Dental Center
American Medicical Center
American-Russian Dental Сntr.
European Dental Center
European Medical Center
French Dental Clinic
German Dental Center
International SOS Alarm Center
International SOS Medical Clinic
US Dental Care
MedinCentre

Residential complexes
Park Place (office)
Pokrovky Hills
Rosinka (Office)
Rosinka (Sportcenter)

Business Organizations
American Chamber of Commerce
European Business Club
Russo-British Chamber of
Commerce

Allied Team Russia /Allied
Pickfords/
Anglia Bookshop
Anglo-American School
Rockwell Automation
American Bar Association
American Institute of Business
and Economics
Apple Computer
Baker Hughes
Banque Societe Generale Vostok
ВВС
Citi Bank
DHL
Eurasia
General Electric Co
General Motors CIS
Goodyear
Halliburton International
Hinkson Christian Academy
ICIC Bank
Indian Shop
Ital-Market
John Lang Lasalle
Mars LLC
Mega
NB Gallery
PBN Company
Penny Lane Realty
Philips Russia
Procter & Gamble
Raiffeizenbank Austria
Renaissance Capital
Shishkin Gallery
Stockmann Khimki
Stockmann Teply Stan
The Expat Salon
The Imperial Tailoring Co.
TSM Limousine service
Unilever
Wimm-Bill-Dann
Wrigley's Moscow

For your copy of Passport Magazine
call (495) 221-2271
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Community

Russian White Gold
by Natalia Shuvalova

T

hose who were at the dinner celebrating the 300th anniversary of St. Petersburg were surprised and impressed
by the beautiful table settings at the gala event. Their surprise was even greater when they found the stamp of the
Russian Imperial Porcelain Factory, instead of dinnerware
from Germany or China. The factory had won the tender
set by the Kremlin to supply the porcelain to the St. Petersburg festivities.
The Imperial Porcelain Factory was founded in 1744 by the
daughter of Peter the Great, Elizabeth. It was here that Vonogradov, a famous Russian scientist, discovered the secret of the “white gold” production. Until the Revolution
in 1917 the factory belonged to the Royal Family and supplied them and the aristocratic elite with the best of tableware. Some of the table settings had more than a thousand
items, each with a unique design or illustrations.
The factory always kept up with the latest technological developments. For instance, in the 19th century, it was world
famous for the luxurious bouquets made of porcelain flowers as well as table ware decorated with hand made copies
of paintings by famous European artists.
After the events of 1917, the factory was nationalized and
worked to meet the needs of the new generation and its
ideas. And it created a new decorative style – agit porcelain! In the 1920’s the designs were greatly influenced by
the Russian avant-garde, with items decorated by Malevich, Tatlin, Petrov-Vodkin and Kandinsky. Later, the style of
Soviet porcelain followed more classical designs. The prices were fixed at prices that the general proletariat could
afford as well.
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The era of transition during Perestroika was not easy. Galina
Tsvetkova, the current major shareholder of the enterprise,
remembers that her family decided to buy the majority of
the shares just to save its national heritage, not to make
money which seemed almost impossible at that time.
Although the factory’s future could have looked hopeless,
10 years later the liberalization of business practices has
been enough to resurrect it. Today it produces more than
2,000 items each year. They have a special line called ‘Imperial’ which is very limited in number and high in price.
These are the duplicates of the items that belonged to the
Royal Family. The Kremlin is not the only client. The regular
clients include Lukoil, Uralsib, Gasprom, and Nestle.
The factory is faithful to its promise to contribute to the
national heritage. Several years ago, it opened its own museum. It continues to cooperate with a number of famous
contemporary artists and designers. Besides, it maintains
close ties with the Hermitage, which has the largest collection of Russian Royal porcelain. Now the Hermitage holds
annual Christmas Exhibitions of the Imperial Porcelain Factory just like it used to do in the Royal times. It gives an
ideal presentation to the public and the best pieces are
given to the Hermitage collection.
On October 19th the Assumption Cathedral of the Moscow
Kremlin opens an exhibition of the best art pieces of the
Imperial Porcelain Factory which belonged to the Russian
Royal Family. The 300 items will illustrate the time period
of each ruler from Elizabeth to Nicklaus II and are borrowed
from the Hermitage Museum. The exhibit is open to the
public until January 13th 2008.

Information
VIP Moscow limousines
www.moscowlimos.ru
7 (495) 783 7083
Limo world
www.limo-world.ru
7 (495) 916 1981
Metro
Information
7 (495) 288 0326
Lost and found information
7 (495) 222 2085
Air Tickets and Airports
Astravel
www.ecotours-russia.ru
7 (495) 781 2702
Avantix
www.avantix.ru
7 (495) 787 7272
Aeroflot (Reservation and sale)
www.aerfolot.ru
7 (495) 223 5555
Information about flights and
arrivals
MGTS – Moscow city telephone
services (pay call) 05 bip 3
Avia information
7 (495) 536 6849
Bykovo airport
7 (495) 558 4738
Vnukovo airport
7 (495) 436 2813
Domodedovo airport
7 (495) 933 6666
Sheremetjevo – 1
7 (495) 232 6565
Sheremetjevo – 2
7 (495) 956 4666
Railway
Central railway information
bureau (24 hours)
7 (495) 266 9330
Tickets reservation
7 (495) 266 8333
Luggage delivery
7 (495) 927 2005
Belorussky train station
7 (495) 9973 8191
Kazansky train station
7 (495) 264 6556
Kievsky train station
7 (495) 240 0415
Kursky train station
7 (495) 916 2003
Leningradsky train station
7 (495) 262 9143
Paveletsky train station
7 (495) 235 0522
Rizhsky train station
7 (495) 971 1588
Savelovsky train station
7 (495) 285 9005
Yaroslavsky train station
7 (495) 921 5914
Lost and found items in a
bus, tram and trolleybus
7 (495) 971 0291
River Terminals
North terminal
7 (495) 457 4050
Tickets reservation, sales and
delivery
7 (495) 458 9163
South terminal
7 (495) 118 7811
Hotels and Serviced
Apartments
Ararat Park Hyatt
www.hyatt.com
7 (495) 783 1234
Balchug Kempinski
www.kempinski-moscow.ru
7 (495) 230 6500
Marriott Grand

www.marriott.com
7 (495) 937 0000
Marriott Royal Aurora
www.marriott.com
7 (495) 937 1000
Metropol
www.metropol-moscow.ru
7 (499) 501 7800
National
www.national.ru
7 (495) 258 7000
Savoy
www.savoy.ru
7 (495) 620 8500
Ritz Carlton
www.ritzcarlton.com
7 (495) 225 8888
Swissotel «Red Hills»
www.moscow.swissotel.com
7 (495) 787 9800
Le Meridien Moscow
Country Club
www.lemeridien-mcc.ru
7 (495) 926 5911
Sheraton Palace
www.sheratonpalace.ru
7 (495) 931 9700
International Mezhdunarodnaya
www.wtcmoscow.ru
7 (495) 258 2122
Golden Ring
www.hotel-goldenring.ru
7 (495) 725 0100
Golden Apple
www.goldenapple.ru
7 (495) 980 7000
Marriott Tverskaya
www.marriott.com
7 (495) 258 3000
Marriott Court Yard
www.marriott.com
7 (495) 981 3300
Novotel Moscow (Center)
www.novotel.ru
7 (495) 626 5900
Novotel Moscow (Sheremetjevo)
www.novotel.ru
7 (495) 626 5900
Atlas Park Hotel
www.atlas-hotel.ru
7 (495) 996 0875
Marko Polo
7 (495) 901 9701
President Hotel
www.president-otel.ru
7 (495) 648 6856
Holiday Inn Moscow
www.ichotelsgroup.com
Lesnaya 7 (495) 783 6500
Sokolniki 7 (495) 786 7373
Sushevsky 7 (495) 225 8282
Vinogradovo 7 (495) 937 0670
«7th floor»
7 (495) 437 9997
«Arbat»
7 (495) 755 8469
«Ark - hotel»
www.ark-hotel.ru
7 (495) 735 6661
«ART hotel»
www.arthotel.ru
7 (495) 725 0905
«Belgrad»
7 (495) 248 2692
«Brighton»
www.brh.ru
7 (495) 614 9332
«Budapest»
7 (495) 621 1060
«Warsaw»
7 (495) 238 7701
«Vega»

7 (495) 956 0506
«Katerina city»
7 (495) 795 2444
«Korston Hotel and Casino»
7 (495) 939 8000
«Zenit»
7 (495) 563 4714
«Tatyana»
7 (495) 933 7878
«Zarya»
www.maximahotel.ru
7 (495) 788 7277
«Irbis»
www.maximahotel.ru
7 (495) 788 7277
«Iris congress hotel»
www.iris-hotel.ru
7 (495) 933 0533
«Izmailovo»
www.izmailovo.ru
7 (495) 737 7000
7 (495) 683 1503
«Zvezdnaya»
7 (495) 615 4201
Hotel complex «Uzkoe»
www.maan.ru
7 (495) 427 3611
«Gostinny Dom»
www.q-dom.ru
7 (495) 948 9810
Services apartments
Four Squares
www.foursquares.ru
7 (495) 937 5572
Stoletie
7 (495) 514 4338
www.inmos.ru
Posutochno
7 (495) 649 4402
www.posutochno.ru
Five stars
7 (495) 648 6355
www.stars5.ru
Serviced Apartments
7 (495) 729 8493
www.servicedapartments.ru
Euroapartments
7 (495) 364 0110
www.euroapartments.ru
Apartments 7 (495) 648 6626
www.apt4u.ru
Tickets reservation for
entertainment events
Parter 7 (495) 258 0000
www.parter.ru
Seven tickets 7 (495) 220 1617
www.7biletov.ru
Teatralno-biletnaya kassa
7 (495) 514 6925
www.tobook.ru
Teatralnoe agenstvo «Tverskaya»
www.tobook.ru
www.teatrs.ru
xVip Zakaz 7 (495) 507 7512
www.vipzakaz.ru
Antract 7 (495) 995 6950
www.antract.ru
The Ticket 7 (985) 226-48-26
www.theticket.ru
Bilet Market 7 (495) 739 5599
www.biletmarket.ru
Museums
Kremlin «Armory museum»
Kremlin «Patriarshy Palace»
Kremlin «Uspensky cathedral»
Kremlin - Church of
Rizopolozhenie
Kremlin – Blagoveshensky
cathedral
Kremlin – Arkhangelsky
cathedral
7 (495) 203 0349
Lenin mausoleum

7 (495) 623 5527
Novodevichy monastery
7 (495) 246 8526
Pokrovka Cathedral
7 (495) 298 3304
Old English courtyard
7 (495) 298 3952
Central museum of armed forces
7 (495) 681 4877
Museum mansion of
Arkhangelskoe
7 (495) 363 1375
Kremlin in Izmailovo
7 (495) 166 5838
Museum in Kolomenskoe park
7 (495) 115 2768
Museum mansion «Abramtsevo»
7 (495) 993 0033
Museum mansion «Izmailovo»
7 (495) 367 5661
Museum mansion «Ostankino»
7 (495) 683 4645
Museum mansion «Ostafjevo»
7 (495) 119 7300
Mansion «Kuskovo» and museum
of ceramics
7 (495) 370 0160
Tsaritsino
7 (495) 321 0743
Museum and house of
Stanislavsky
7 (495) 629 2855
MHAT museum
7 (495) 629 0080
Museum apartment of
Nemirovich – Danchenko
7 (495) 209 5391
Theater museum named after
Bakhrushin
7 (495) 953 4470
Center-museum of Vladimir
Vysotsky
7 (495) 915 7578
Museum house of L. Tolstoy
7 (495) 201 5811
Brusov House
7 (495) 680 3017
Literature museum
7 (495) 621 3857
Pushkin museum
7 (495) 637 3256
Book museum
7 (495) 203 7867
Museum house of Shalyapin
7 (495) 205 6236
Skryabin museum
7 (495) 241 1901
Museum of musical culture
named after Glinki
7 (495) 739 6226
Darwin museum
7 (495) 135 3382
Zoological museum of MGU
7 (495) 203 8923
Paleontology museum
7 (495) 339 1500
Mosfilm museum
7 (495) 143 9599
Chocolate fabric museum
“Krasny Octyabr”
7 (495) 696 3552
Museum of hunting and fishing
7 (495) 785 3333
Russian Gosfilmofond museum
7 (495) 546 0520
Museum of air forces
7 (495) 526 3327
Museum of Moscow history
7 (495) 624 8490
Museum of modern Russia

7 (495) 699 6724
Museum of tanks in Kubinka
7 (495) 592 2406
Museum – panorama
«Borodinskaya battle»
7 (495) 148 1967
Moscow house of photography
7 (495) 231 3325
Shopping Malls
Crocus City mall
www.crocus-city.ru
7 (495) 727-2424
GUM 7 (495) 788-4343
www.gum.ru
TSUM 7 (495) 933 33 99
www.tsum.ru
«Atrium» 7 (495) 970 1555
www.atrium.su
Mega 7 (495) 933 7450
www.megamall.ru
«Evropeisky» 7 (495) 629 9670
«Okhotny Ryad» 7 (495) 737 8594
Movie theaters
Formula kino 7 (495) 795 37 95
www.formulakino.ru
Luxor 7 (495) 204 42 04
Karo-film 7 (495) 545 05 05
www.karo-film.ru
Five stars 7 (495) 916 91 74
www.5zvezd.ru
Cinema park 7 (495) 727 34 97
www.cinemapark.ru
Nescafe IMAX 7 (495) 775 77 79
www.nescafe-imaxcinema.ru
Illusion 7 (495) 915 43 39
Khudozhestvenny
7 (495) 291 5598
Rolan 7 (495) 916 91 90
Other information phone
numbers
Business contact Information
009
Telegram over the phone 06
Moscow addresses information
7 (495) 943 5001
Directions in Moscow
(pay call) 7 (495) 943 5001
Information about disappeared
children 7 (495) 401 9011
Lost documents
7 (495) 200 9957
Weather in Moscow
(pay call) 7 (495) 975 9133
Weather in other capitals of
the world
(pay call) 7 (495) 975 9111
Golden pages information
(free information service)
7 (495) 737 3873
Central address bureau
of Moscow GUVD
7 (495) 978 2820
Moscow association of customers
protection
7 (495) 925 4323
Central information office of
funeral services 7 (495) 702 0000
Service«Family and Marriage»
7 (495) 231 6557
Express information
(mobile operator MTS) 898, 899
Moscow emergency team
(MTS) 112
Express information (mobile
operator Megafon) 0909
Moscow emergency team
(Megafon) 0911
Express information service
(mobile operator Beeline) 0630
Moscow rescue team (Beeline) 911

www.passportmagazine.ru

advertisement

Emergency Services
Fire brigade 01
Police
02
Medical help (ambulance) 03
Emergency situation 04
Rescue team
7 (495) 937 9911
Accident and emergency
situation report
7 (495) 284 0025
Car accidents information
7 (495) 208 6413
Information GIBDD (Government
Inspection of Driving & Safety)
7 (495) 208 8224
Moscow Criminal investigations
7 (495) 200 9309
Medical Help
Emergency Medical information
(pay call) 7 (495) 457 6311
Eye doctor (24 hours)
7 (495) 299 6128
Asylum
7 (495) 925 3101
Urgent physiological help
7 (495) 784 8169
Veterinarian
7 (495) 166 7955
Moscow pharmacies info
7 (495) 255 0006
Information about patients in all
Moscow hospitals
7 (495) 445 0102
European Medical/Dental Center
www.emcmos.ru
7 (495) 933 6655
American Clinic
www.americanclinic.ru
7 (495) 937 5757
American Medical Center
www.amcenter.ru
7 (495) 933 7700
Denta Vita – dental clinic chain
www.dentavita.ru
7 (495) 953 7117
German Dental Care
www.gdcare.ru
7 (495) 540 1520
German Dental Center
www.germandentalcenter.ru
7 (495) 737 4466
American Dental Center
www.americandental.ru
7 (495) 730 4334
Postal and Courier services
EMS – Garantpost
7 (495) 257 1454
DHL 7 (495) 956 1000
Express Post 7 (495) 755 5105
FEDEX 7 (495) 234 3400
TNT 7 (495) 797 2777
UPS 7 (495) 961 2211
Pony Express
7 (495) 937 7777
MKS 7 (495) 780 3295
«Courier» 7 (495) 725 0770
Cross Business Courier
7 (495) 101 3546
Taxi and Limo Reservation
Women taxi
www.taxiforwomen.ru
7 (495) 778 7333
New taxi
www.newmoscowtaxi.ru
7 (495) 780 6780
New yellow taxi
7 (495) 940 8888
Taxi Nostalgie
www.vizov.ru
7 (495) 727 9070
Dynamic Taxi
www.taxi-dynamic.ru
7 (495) 107-5338
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A Lesson from the Colonel
Fred Flintstone

“P

redictable! That’s what drivers are in my native country,”
I mused after returning to Bedrock roads from a summer vacation. Drivers follow the rules of the road. They know what lane
markings are, they stop at stoplights, and they are even polite. Not
in Bedrock, where you’d think that the concept of defensive driving
would have taken hold, such as little things like giving parked cars
on the right a wide berth, just in case a door should suddenly swing
open. Saturday, the sight of a horse drawn wagon heading up the
magistralnaya (freeway) in the midst of speeding cars reminded me
that back home, the Amish folk paint a 5-foot high orange safety triangle on the back of their horse-drawn black carriages for their trips
along the shoulders of our country roads.

Many or one could say most drivers in Bedrock play by the rules, but
there is a large minority who make up their own rules. Six years of
experience on the roads here in Bedrock allow me to classify these
characters. Type #1 are the true juveniles that buzz around in dark,
sporty Lada Sputnik 2108’s. Type #2 are older, even middle-aged
juveniles who have traded up to an inomarka (foreign car); usually
one well run-down and past its sell-by date; often a black BMW, but
sometimes a right-hand-drive Japanese model shipped in from the
East. Type #3 are the New Rich, either a biznezman or chenovniki,
a bureaucrat, with enough money to get a new black SUV, but not
powerful enough to have a driver. Whether Type #1, 2, or 3, most of
their vehicles will have smoked windows.
A new species has recently emerged: women with a new car and
driver’s license who need to show they can keep up with the boys.
Not long ago a minor celebrity on a Russian talk show bragged how
good she felt driving at 180 kph (110 mph) on Moscow city roads. Any
one of these four dangerous characters can appear from nowhere
like a meteor from the sky to spoil your day. Just search Russian Driving on YouTube if you doubt my word.
The Colonel was Type #3, and his lesson was not just about defensive
driving. I had just dropped Wilma at work on a Saturday. Fred Jr. and
I were looking for a place for lunch on Shosse Entusiastov. I was in
the middle lane, and as I passed two cars stopped at a light in the
left lane to make a U-turn, I pulled over to the left just in front of
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them. Crunch! I peered to the left into the window of a black SUV
that had just swerved into our silver beauty from rear quarter panel to
front door after apparently trying to whip out around me to pass. The
Colonel didn’t even get out of the car; he was already on the phone.
I got out to talk to him but he wasn’t interested. Fred Jr. and I pulled
over and out of traffic to wait for the DPS (traffic police).
I called Wilma. She arrived about ten minutes later with a colleague
from work. Then an insurance agent showed up, representing the
Colonel. Courteous to a fault, the agent discussed the situation with
us and counseled us not to be concerned; the DPS would show up
soon. It wasn’t so soon, but they did show up about an hour after the
accident. Papers were filled out and road measurements taken. At this
point, the officers asked us to move our baby off the road, which we
did. A minute later the SUV and the DPS pulled off together about 20
meters in front of us.
I should have read this situation better; as I’ve been in Bedrock long
enough. While Wilma and I stood near our battered baby, the DPS
officers, insurance agent and the Colonel held their own conference.
A few minutes later the DPS officer walked back to us and presented
us with papers declaring me at fault; “Please sign here.”
There are two issues here. The first is that in most countries, if you
are hit from behind, the hitter is at fault. We were hit in this case, and
from behind, not vice versa. The second issue was the decision to
lay blame on the spot. Readers of Fred’s past Passport columns may
recall the incident a year ago when our Pomegranate Pyaturka was
hit full on from behind near the Baltschug by a black Audi, by a driver
with a mobile phone attached to his ear. In that case, the Audi driver
had gotten out and declared “Sorry, sorry, sorry!” we had to wait
three weeks and return to the DPS office for a razborka (a hearing) at
which blame was laid. Now, in a situation where, at a minimum, there
were disputed circumstances, blame was attached on the spot. Now
I understood that we should not have left the Colonel and his agent
alone with the DPS. A military udostovereniye (identification card)
and/or some Ben Franklins have real influence in Bedrock. A few days
later I paid my 100-ruble fine. What does it matter anyway; we were
both insured.

Community

Shopping for Style
by Linda Lippner

I

’ve been in Moscow for a number of years now and I still have
a hard time going into a store
to shop for clothes. In fact, the
anxiety attack that accompanies
a tentative visit to a stylish and
even not so stylish store goes
way back to my earliest months in
Moscow when it seemed that every store had its black clad “body
guard” out front with his surveillance radio earphone and wide
enough shoulders to block the
entrance to anyone, if necessary.
Now, not that I am anything but a harmless meddle aged lady hoping for a “just looking” shopping experience, but I guess you never
know; an oligarch’s wife may arrive in a flash and the store would
have to be cleared immediately and those bodyguards could have
done the job!
That was then and this is now, and I am determined to get over
my shopping anxiety, throw out those sensible clothing catalogues
that I am addicted to and go mainstream shopping. And I feel like
a sleeping beauty who has been awakened by a kiss into the New
World of Moscow fashion shopping! Yes, there are more and more
stylish stores popping up on all the fashionable streets, but there
are also malls in the middle of town, crammed with stores of every

description, cheek by jowl to each other and not a bodyguard in
sight. And in a mall, you can have a lunch, shop for a book or household item, and then slip into a fashionable store, look around, and
just maybe, see a few things to try on. And even the sales help are
rather friendly. They have been trained to smile and behave in my
favorite mode of behavior; keeping their distance while I shop. No
hovering like they used to, suspiciously watching in case I wanted
to steal something, like a size 2 dress that only my cat could fit into,
but I guess they still might have thought I could sneak off with it.
My first column for this magazine was all about the Moscow fashion scene as seen through the eyes of a Western woman who was
stunned by the lengths a Moscow woman would go to, especially
in the summer, to show off her fashionista sense of style. I think I
am noticing an ever so slight merging of Western fashion taste with
Moscow female fashion chutzpah. Do I detect a slightly longer skirt,
and a slightly lower high heel? And do I notice a bit more cover-up
clothing in the summer months? I have a friend in the fashion biz in
Moscow – a Western lady who is working in her stores, to combine
style, fashion sensitivity, and attractive fashion choices for all body
types. Most of her clients are Russian and she enjoys the clientele
because they DO have a sense of style; the essence of knowing who
you are and what works for you. She welcomes my tentative first
steps into the fashion world of Moscow. I think she can tell that my
fashion sense is closer to disaster sense, and perhaps now, after all
these years, she can persuade me to pull out those rubles for a little
transformational work on my ‘image’ in Moscow!
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Black Barbara:
A Belarusian Ghost Story
By Anne Coombes

Belarusian history is decorated with many noble lines. None is
more renowned for its wealth and prestige than the Radzivil
family however. In the early 16th Century, young Barbara
Radzivil – famed for enticing men to fall head over heels in love
– cast her spell on Polish King Zygmont II August. His infatuation was such that their marriage was dubbed ‘the love affair
of the century.’
Zygmont idolized his beautiful wife, despite her flirtations and
court rumors of infidelity. Zygmont’s mother took a particular
dislike to Barbara and many blame the girl’s untimely death on
her mother-in-law; saying she poisoned her in a fit of jealousy
and hatred. Naturally, Zygmont was distraught by the loss of his
beloved Barbara, just one year after their wedding. In desperation, he travelled from their home in Krakow to visit her cousin,
Nikolay the Black, who resided in her family home of Nesvizh,
which was 112 km from Minsk. Nikolay the Black organized a
séance to summon Barbara’s spirit, but as her lovely form appeared in the room, Zygmont was so overcome that he ran to
touch her, calling her name. Her ghostly form vanished that
night but her spirit remained trapped in the castle. Zygmont
vowed to return to Nesvizh to die, so that they might be reunited in the afterlife, but he passed away suddenly in Krakow.
To this day, it’s said that Barbara’s sad spirit walks the grounds
of Nesvizh while her tormented husband’s ghost roams the
castle of Krakow, alone and deep in melancholy. In later years,
the Radzivil family updated the family home at Nesvizh, adding
an impressive three-storey chateau in the 1580’s. Each corner
was fortified with an octagonal tower. In the mid-18th century,
German and Italian architects were invited to revamp it, embellishing it with stunning Baroque details. In 1770, the castle was
seized by Russian forces and the Radzivil family was forced to
flee. Most of the castle’s art was redistributed among the Russian aristocracy and it was then abandoned and left to fall into
ruins. However, it was restored to Prince Antoni Radzivil and his
French wife, Marie de Castellane, in 1881. They returned Nesvizh to its former glory and the estate remained in the hands
of the family until 1939, when the Red Army drove them out.
During Soviet times, it was used as a sanatorium.
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These days, elegant Nesvizh has been carefully restored, having joined the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2006. Visitor
numbers are slowly growing but it remains largely unknown as
a tourist destination. If you ever have the chance to explore this
stately home, beware of taking a turn around the grand lake
at dusk. Barbara’s ghost, dressed all in black, has been known
to appear, walking the gardens of her former palace. Fortunately, her apparition is largely benevolent, often appearing to
couples in love. It is thought to wish them well and bring them
strength in their love..
The noble Radzivils may no longer reside in this, the grandest
of all Belarusian homes, but their bones rest nearby, in Corpus
Christi Church, designed in the late 16th century by Italian architect Bernardoni. Today, it is accessible over a bridge from
the castle, but, it is said, a secret underground passage links
the two. Though its exact location has long since been lost,
many continue to search the grounds for clues. The church itself is certainly worth a visit, boasting baroque frescoes from
the 1760’s and the Holy Cross Altar, created by Italian sculptors
in 1583. It was the first of its kind in Eastern Europe. Those who
enjoy the macabre will thrill at spending time investigating the
gloomy crypt, where 72 members of the family are interred in
dusty, cobweb-covered coffins. Don’t go alone!
The best way to visit some of the attractions outside Minsk is
by car. Your hotel can arrange this for you – or contact Top Tour
Agency, who charges $0.35 per km for a car with driver. They
supply guides at $13 per hour (7 hours minimum). Holiday Tour
Agency offers guides at $10 per hour ($60 for 7 hours).

Top Tour Agency
www.toptour.by
Holiday Tour Agency
www.otpusk.by

Classified
To advertise with

PASSPORT Magazine currently
has job openings for:

call:

Paid Student Intern
Great opportunity for student that
is majoring in Journalism to get
hands-on experience.

+7(495) 221-2677
ads@passportmagazine.ru

Senior Editor
Successful applicant will be English/
Russian speaker, dynamic self starter
with ability to produce results.

Please send your cv to: ads@
passportmagazine.ru

You Don’t Have to
Change Your Life to
Change His
Share the Magic,
Bec ome a Mentor
For More Information:
Eric Batsie, 781 7520

Little Angels
K indergarden

eric.batsie@bbbsi.org
www.bbbsrussia.org

+7 (495) 232 67 03
www.evans.ru
Arbat area with spectacular views
This 168 sq. m. beautifully renovated
apartment offers the best of western
convenience while retaining its pre-Revolutionary charm. Minutes to Smolenskaya
and Old Arbat ID 35700

Is looking for professionally, qualified
Native English teachers to work with children
ages 3 - 6 yrs old. B Ed, Early Childhood
Education; Experience essential; Terms:
Attractive salary depending upon qualification
and experience. Minimum one year contract.
Visa and registration will be provided.

Patriarchy Ponds retreat
Located on the top floor, this spacious 105
sq. m. apartment boasts all western amenities as well as a state-of-the-art jacuzzi and
sauna. Experience old-world Russia in this
pre-Revolutionary apartment, but expect all
the modern conveniences one could imagine.
2 full-baths and a huge living room, furnished
with the most tasteful selections, make this
home a perfect choice! ID 36193

Applicants should send their CV ASAP to
litang@mail.ru or swetajim@yahoo.com
or fax at +7 495 7797640.

Russian

as foreign Language
Metro “Tverskaya”, “Pushkinskaya”
Tel.: +7 (495) 202 35 95, 202 37 30

info@inlingua.ru, www.inlingua.com
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English Village Fete
text and photos by John Bonor

T

he Moscow Village Fete in September was a great success. This, the
Second Annual Fete last year, saw a
larger and a younger crowd. Opened by
the new British Embassy Minister and
Deputy Head of Mission Dr. Laurie Bristow, the fete went straight into fun and Wheel of fortune
games with the DHL “Wheel of Fortune”
doing a blistering trade.The cake baking contest was judged by the Courtyard by
Marriot Head Chef, Nick Van Riemsdijk. After much tasting, the banana cake won.
There was music and dancing from Taganka Children’s fund who also manned
the children’s creche. Warrens Sausages did a roaring trade with freshly cooked
British Bangers and the Courtyard by Marriott’s Cream teas were second to none.
The event rounded off after the raffle with a “Tug-O-War” competition between
two men’s teams followed by the mixed children’s teams.

Face painting

I play the Country Bumpkin ...

Tasting the produce

Sausages

Sdvig movie and Uaz Patriot brand
Winnermovie Paragraph 78 with brand Bochkarev beer

Kinoblender is a mix of cinema and
advertising.
by Annet Kulyagina photos by Denis Manko

M

ovie and blender made a good combination together this September. But be careful to pronounce “product placement” even if
you really don’t understand what the new style
of advertising is dedicated to. This autumn has
become the starting point for the Russian cinema award ceremony to present the top prizes for
so called non-placement of brands. You have a
movie shoot and you used cars for racing, stylish
clothes for your heroes and probably your camera caught a cell phone mark or a beer can name
so you are the next in the list for this award 2008. Hottabych movie wins with Adobe Photoshop
Good luck brands and movies.

UAZ Patriot is honored for saving the world
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Volvo at 80 years
by Annet Kulyagina

1
1 Dr. Alban
2 Volvo rarites
3 Tina Kandelaki and Anatoly Alexandrovich
4 Oliver Keller famous studman

Some people may say that 80 years is nothing for a business these days but I disagree. In the
era of progress and change, the past 80 years have been earth-changing. And now 2007 is the
80th anniversary of the Swedish Car Company which began producing cars and created the
famous brand VOLVO. In Moscow in 2007, Luzhniki hosted the celebration of their anniversary. The guests were entertained by a concert where Sweden and Russian stars glittered. Secret
Service, the performers of Mama Mia, Dr. Alban, Dima Bilan and many others performed for
the Volvo celebrants. Volvo had a surprise for the guests and presented a brand new model
Volvo XC70 and all predict great future success. Congratulations, VOLVO.

2

3

4

Top Shop at the
British Embassy
by Annet Kulyagina
photos by Denis Manko

Why do people like it at the Top? Probably the Top is the synonym for the best? Or it may mean the newest? We had a
chance to find out at the British embassy. Top Shop gathered
the young and stylish under one roof and announced that the
youth is the Top of the evolution. Youth gives you fashion, created by youth. A new autumn collection, wine and cocktails,
beautiful faces and stylish clothing made the party Top Shop.
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A New Star Among the Galaxy of Restaurants in Moscow
by Ram Kumar
photos by Denis Manko

O

leg Bardyev hosted a lavish party to
mark the opening of his new restaurant “Observatory” at 22 B.Yakimanka
on the evening of September 19th. It
was food and fashion all the way, as
guests were welcomed by mime actors on stilts, jugglers and angels with
magic wands. The guests were treated
to a variety of drinks and cocktails and
a sumptuous display of food. The slight
drizzle in the courtyard didn’t deter the
enthusiasm of the celebrities and business people, nor the perfomers, includPretty guests
ing the famous “Triangle Sun” group.
Spotted among the celebrities were
Konstantin Kruyukov of 9 Rota fame and also the
legendary rock star Artem Troitsky.

Anton Kamolov and
Konstantin Kryukov

Mime actors

Evening show

Black Eyed Peas

Daria Subbotina, TV host

Horse Dressage and Dressing Out
by Natalia Shuvalova
photos coutresy of Juzz Up

T

he annual horse dressage competition among the best Russian horse-riders took
place in the Otrandnoe horse-sports complex (August 31 – September 2). The
tournament Grand-prize of $5000 went to Anna Ivanova on the horse Royal Black Label (the total prize fund being $30,000). On the last day the guests, who were mostly
Russian celebrities (couturiers Vladimir Zaitsev and Andrey Sharov, TV host Ekaterina
Strizhonova, politician Gennady Seleznev, ballet stars Anris and Ilze Liepa, et al) enjoyed a great, entertaining program. It included two exhibitions. One was a series of
photo-portraits “Faces of Russia” by Yadran Shetlik. All of the faces were very famous
and easy to recognize (some were among the guests). The other was paintings by the
popular contemporary artist Konstantin Batynkov. Besides, guests enjoyed a fashion
show in which mini-horses wore specially-designed horse clothes. Those who wore
hats that day (people, not horses) – had a chance to win a stay in the best room of the
fashionable “Otradnoe” Park-Hotel.

Anna Ivanova,
the winner

Katerina Gechmen Valdek
with a friend
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Andris Liepa
with his family

Ilse Liepa and Mr. Kramer
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Yoga Moves Moscow
by Natalia Shuvalova
photos by Maxim Gribanov and Miguel Rivera

K

ali Ray, world famous yoga teacher from Malibu, CA, taught a Tri Yoga
workshop in Moscow in August. Several decades ago, Russians would
have been taken to prison for attending such an event. Kali Ray was among
the very first yoga teachers who took the risk of coming to Russia in the early
nineties. Today, her schedule is very busy: svhe travels all over the world, visiting about 18 countries a year with her workshops, lectures and music. She
is regularly invited as a keynote speaker for International Yoga Conferences.
Nonetheless, she always finds time for Moscow. Her programs are full, with a
long waiting list. In between classes, she
was filmed for the Domashny (Home)
Channel, teaching Tri Yoga Nalalia Bystrova, the musical “Mamma Mia” star.
Now Natalia wants it to be part of their
daily training at the theater.

Party
Once every two weeks!

All major credit cards are accepted
ATM service available
10/2 Strastnoy Boulevard
Tel 609 0065, 609 0054
www.divasclub.ru
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Last Word

Jean de Reydet

Can a Businessman Be a Traveler and a Traveler
a Happy Man?
Now 32 years old, Jean de Reydet headed the French Chamber of Commerce
in Moscow for almost seven years with the goal of uniting French companies in
various lobbying efforts to foster their growth in Russia. As a result, he completed
several informational campaigns in France regarding the Russian market with
diplomats of the French Republic representing both the President of France and
Prime Minister’s cabinet, as well as with the Foreign Affairs Committees of the
National Assembly and the Senate.

At the same time as his activities with Club France, Jean de
Reydet also raised money for two
expeditions:

“Arktika, the polar adventure of Gilles Elkaim (20012004)” and “In Search of the
‘Russian Titanic’ in the Bering Straight (2004)”
and completed two reports:
“The Gold of Magadan: A
new Eldorado in the Siberian
Far East” and “Central Asia:
The Opium Trails”

Coming to Moscow in 2000, what did
you expect to find? A little more than
one year after the crash of ’98, Russia
was virtually a new country and totally
misunderstood in the West!
In leaving France to come to Russia
at the end of the 20th century, I felt
that I was crossing the Iron Curtain in
the right direction. I expected to see
a country in grainy black and white,
as in my history books. Instead, what
I found was a country in the midst of
an economic boom. A Russia full of energy and dynamism, which had clearly
decided to fight for its place in the
new century.

foreign oil companies and the Russian
Federation.

Was it hard to get used to a new
culture, to a totally different mentality?
No. The hardest part was understanding the prejudices arising from my own
Western upbringing, and the limits of
my European mental framework. After
that, opening up to a new culture was
simply a matter of curiosity.

What are the things that interest you
in Russian people and why? Is the Russian soul so totally incomprehensible?
The famous ‘slave spirit’; part of my
nostalgia for tsarist times! Seriously,
I am sometimes wary of the irrational
aspect of the Russians. Their tendency
to not be bothered with banal reality!
Of course, in Western Europe we have
become far too conventional; we do not
enjoy ourselves enough, don’t really
believe in anything anymore; at least
not very hard.
What fascinates me about the Russians
is that they are unpredictable, they
are romantic and they have unbounded
imagination and not always tempered
with a sense of reality. I may say that
I understand Russians better when I am
sober and they understand me better
when I am drunk.

What do you like and what do you dislike in Russia?
Oh, there are so many things to like
and dislike in Russia! First of all I
like Russia as a whole country. My love
is absolute and pure. I also like it for
the things that allow me to make money
without too much effort (laughing). Oh,
I remember one thing that makes me admire it; Russian stewardesses in stylish uniforms all dressed up and slim
with perfect make-up. As for the second
part of your question I have to think
it over more seriously. (Thinking) I
don’t like it when someone says, and
does it in an indisputably way, about
how the Russians have to be Russians.
You have seen a lot of far-away Russian cities and towns – which one is
the most impressive?
I love Eastern Siberia, where I have
been numerous times. Only there can one
really understand the immensity of the
country and its resources. The frozen
ocean of the Chukotka region, the gold
mines of Magadan and, of course, the
Island of Sakhalin where one can watch
the fascinating struggle between the
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Is it difficult to do business with
Russians?
One realizes rather quickly that in
Russia, the signature of a contract is
merely an important step in the negotiations process…
What makes you happy in life?
To see Russia in the process of winning the Cold War on the economic front,
after having lost it on the political
one. For a country that was still Communist 15 years ago, the challenge was
enormous …

Why do you need all the expeditions?
Is it dangerous?
Never forget that Moscow is the capital of an empire. Russia is by far the
largest country in the world and much
of it is almost unexplored and with the
most extreme climates and the people
able to survive anything. It is a country where everything is possible; the
land of records. Every time I dream up
an expedition, it meets with the greatest enthusiasm, as well as real scientific and technical expertise. As for
danger, don’t tell yourself stories; I
take far less risk than did the great
Soviet explorers and scientists.

