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Individuality and Perfection
Presidents and heads of states, ministers,
top politicians, businessmen and women,
artists and professional athletes have found
the ideal and unique tailor. The Imperial
Tailoring Co. is based on an English classical system of tailoring for suits, shirts,
trousers and overcoats, which enables us
to emphasize the advantages of a client’s
figure and his/her individuality and completely hide his/her shortcomings.
The Imperial Tailoring Co. offers an incredible selection of more than 10,000 fabrics
from famous global manufacturers such as
Scabal (England), Holland & Sherry (Scotland), Dormeuil (France), Ermenegildo
Zegna, Loro Piana, Piacensa (Italy),
including exclusive collections such as the
Diamond Chip (Super 150’s), Gold Treasure (Super 150’s with gold thread), Lapis
Lazuli (Super 150’s), Temptation (Super
200’s with Vicuna), Inspiration (Super
200’s), Exceptional (Super 200’s),
Masterpiece Gold (Super 220’s) and
Summit (Super 250’s).
At each client’s first visit, The Imperial
Tailoring Co. takes 36 measurements,
which are used to create an individual pattern for the client. This pattern is then saved
in a computer and can be used for future
orders. In case of any changes to a client’s
figure, adjustments can be made to these
measurements at any time with ease.
The whole process occurs in the center of
Moscow not far from the Red Square
under the 17th century arches of the Gostiniy Dvor, where The Imperial Tailoring
Co. waits for its clients with an array of
high-quality services, professional tailors
and an imperial atmosphere, where clients
are offered the best grades of Scotch
whisky, French cognac and Cuban cigars
on one of its comfortable leather couches.

www. mytailor.ru
info@mytailor.ru
Russia
Moscow, Ribniy Pereulok, 2
Gostiniy Dvor, Entrance 17
Tel: + 7 495 232-1441
St. Petersburg, Vedenskogo Kanala str., 7
Business Center "Farvater”, office 203
Tel: + 7 812 907-4141

Ukraine
Kiev, Bolshaiya Zhitomirskaya str., 34, office 6
Tel: + 38 039 247-1122

Kazakhstan
Astana, Abaya str., 41
Tel: + 7 3172 326-161, 326-464
Almatiy, Panfilova str., 113/56, corner of Gogol str.
Tel: + 7 3272 588-220, 587-617
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I want to introduce our new
managing editor, John Bonar, to
you. He has founded, published and
edited publications in Britain,
Cyprus, Dubai, Jordan, and Russia.
He has lived and worked here the
last 11 years, and brings a unique
perspective to Passport magazine.
He is now in the Passport hot
seat, balancing creativity with the business side of the
magazine and enjoying yet another great challenge.
This is a fantastic time for all of us to be in Russia,
experiencing the new sense of purpose that is allowing
Russians of all walks of life to plan their lives with
stability and increased spending power. From having
babies to taking out mortgages, more Russians feel
secure as never before that they can afford the costs of
these investments in their future, and John focuses on
this in his cover story, ‘Russia is back on the
international stage.’
Piers Gladstone takes a day trip to Nizhny
Novgorod; Marina Sinitsyna and Sophie Larder write
about charitable activities: from a consciousness-raising
cycling trip round the world promoting peace, to a
British charity working to keep families together in Russia. Glenn Walters previews the Bolshoi’s new production of Eugene Onegin, and Timur Beslangurov gives a
legal insight on starting a company in Moscow.
We are continuing to expand our business and arts
coverage. As always, you will find plenty to fill your
spare time with in our What’s On in Moscow and
Community Listings sections.
John Ortega
Publisher-Owner

The Bottom Line

Visa, Registration Rules
to be Revolutionized
Vyacheslav Postavnin, deputy head of Russia’s Federal Migration Service told a spirited American
Chamber of Commerce audience at a Moscow breakfast meeting that migration policy has
undergone substantial changes recently. Policy is moving away from the restrictive measures
applied to prevent illegal migration towards a policy driven by social and economic policy.

A new law on migration registration, signed into
effect on July 18, and taking effect January 15, 2007, means
foreigners will no longer have to seek permission, but only to
notify the authorities by mail to register a visa.
Amendments to other laws easing the bureaucratic burden on
foreign companies and their foreign employees are pending.
Mr. Postavnin impressed the Chamber audience as a clearheaded, pragmatic and accommodating government official.
Time and again he invited individual participants who raised
specific questions to refer the matter to him. He gave the audience his address and gave Andrew Somers, the president of
Amcham his e-mail and web site address and handed out all the
visit cards he had with him to eager lawyers and company representatives who greeted him at the end of the meeting.

He promised that procedures were being developed to
ensure that no one seeking migration documents would have to
wait more than 20 minutes.
A graduate of the Moscow Aviation Institute and holder of a
law degree, Mr. Postavnin announced that he has issued instructions to all offices of the Foreign Migration Service reaffirming to
them exactly what the new rules and procedures entail and holding them liable if they create their own ad hoc discretionary
orders at the local level.
He acknowledged this has been a problem for business
throughout Russia. “Representatives of our service do not always
correctly implement the principles locally, or interpret the laws in
their own way.”
The intensity of the debate was evident from the opening
question when Chet Bowling of Alinga Consulting Group asked
who should be getting a work permit for foreign employees of a
foreign company, who have no representation in Russia but who
are sent to Russia to work in a Russian organization.
“I anticipated this question with horror,” said Mr. Postvanin.
“our legislation does not envisage (such a situation). I can only
4
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hope you will initiate a proposal and we may then consider
passing appropriate legislation.”
Asked by one incredulous participant if it could really be true
that a work permit would be issued in 20 minutes, he said “I
understand that for our country it sounds like something out of a
fairy tale. I must say it applies not only to the Federal Migration
Service but also Rosregistratsiya, which deals with agencies
interacting with people on issues such as Russian passports and
the registration of real estate. Everyone who lives in this country
knows it sometimes can be complicated and stressful. One hates
to stand in queue and deal with gruff officials. We are aware of
all this but now there is a commitment and a confidence that we
will be able to reduce this procedure and make it acceptable to
our society.”
All this streamlining of bureaucracy is being spearheaded by
the Federal Commission on Administrative Reform headed by Mr.
Sergei Naryshkin, the Kremlin chief of staff.
“The notification procedure will apply to everyone, whether it
is registration at the place of residence or registration at the
place of temporary stay, you will not need a permit. You only
need to notify the authorities”, Mr. Postavnin said.
Expanding on how this will apply to registering your visa and
place of stay upon arrival, Postanin made clear that if the sojourn
was up to three days there was no need to register at all and if
longer than three days then the inviting party will be able to
obtain a special form from any post office. By completing it and
mailing it, the proof of postage becomes the proof of notification.
A representative of oil service company Schlumberger said
they had difficulties in the regions where branch offices could
obtain work permits for foreign employees but could not make
invitations for working visas. “What should we do,” she asked.
“As for invitations, such problems do exist in some regions,
but we have reversed the trend.”
Asked if she could bring such cases to him, Mr. Postavnin
replied, “Of course.” He recalled that there had been a big
problem with Sakhalin, the oil field development centre off the
Far East coast of Russia, and he personally had to address it with
the help of Amcham’s Somers.
Mr. Postvanin announced that pilot programs in St Peterburg
and Moscow Oblast would start this year offering a ‘one window’ service for work permits. He also said his service was
preparing to introduce remote access which would allow people
to send data for work visa and work permit applications and
registrations by e-mail. “We only have to prepare a couple of
instructions and we will start to work this way shortly, without
waiting for further documentation. So, if you have a large volume
of documents, let’s cooperate and tune up this system.”
A full transcript of the meeting is available at:
www.amcham.ru.
On the same site the complete list of documents required for
foreign work permit applications by organizations is displayed.

The Bottom Line

Another level of inconvenience when flying
A glimpse at the future of airline security was
revealed last month when British authorities foiled a plot involving
suicide bomber missions on several planes traveling from the UK to
the USA. Britain and America were again facing terror threats of
epic proportions and MI5 issued the highest alert possible:
CRITICAL, meaning“an attack is expected imminently.” Arrests were
announced and the country waited tensely for the latest news, praying that the threat had, for the time being, been averted.
Meanwhile, restrictions on air travel were quickly and radically tightened. A clearer picture of the plot emerged. The terrorists had planned to use liquid explosives to blow planes out of
the sky causing “mass murder on an unimaginable scale.” No
hand luggage was allowed on planes leaving UK airports. The
only thing passengers were allowed on planes was a clear plastic bag containing the following:
Pocket sized wallets/purses plus their contents (e.g. money,
credit cards, identity cards) and NO HANDBAGS.
G Travel documents essential for travel.
G Prescription medicines and medicines sufficient and essential for the flight (e.g. diabetes kit), except in liquid form
unless verified as authentic.
G Spectacles and sunglasses but no case.
G Contact lens holder without bottles of solution.
G For those traveling with an infant; baby food, milk (the contents of each bottle must be tasted by the accompanying
passenger) and sanitary items sufficient for the flight.
G Female sanitary items.
G Tissues and/or handkerchief.
G Keys (no electric fobs).
Additional demands were also specified:
G ALL passengers must be hand searched and their footwear
and all the items they are carrying must be X-ray screened.
G Pushchairs and walking aids must be X-ray screened and
only airport-provided wheelchairs may pass through the
screening point.
G ALL passengers boarding flights to the USA and all items
they are carrying, including those acquired after the central
screening point will be subjected to secondary search at
the boarding gate.
Attacks on planes have for some time been the obvious, if
ambitious choice for terrorists intent on destruction. Since 9/11
air marshals have patrolled American and international flights.
Sharp items such as tweezers and razors have been banned
from hand luggage. At the security gates, vigilant airport security
staffers scan bags and search people for anomalies that may
have slipped through the net. The security seemed to be working
and after the paranoia of 9/11 subsided, we all became more
comfortable with flying with the knowledge that a seemingly
impregnable security net surrounded air travel.
The news on August 10 was a sharp blow to our new found
comfort. Technology has quickly advanced to the point where
liquid explosives concealed in a soda can or even a baby’s bottle would be powerful enough to blow up an airplane.
This fast advance in technology also means we travel with an
ever expanding range of electronic equipment. Nowadays, who
travels on a flight without a personal iPod or CD player? For

Heathrow Airport, London

G

business people everywhere, laptops and their advanced computer technology have meant that precious hours that in the past
would have been lost during air travel can now be economically
utilized in the comfort of the cabin. It seems only a matter of time
before a terrorist committed to destruction finds a way of using
an innocent-looking mainstream gadget as a smoke screen for
something more deadly. For the foreseeable future, stringent
restrictions and vigilance seem to be the only way to maintain the
security of air travel.
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What’s On in Moscow in September
Opera: Giordano Siberia. Helikon-2, 7pm.
Through September 3.
Opera: Tchaikovsky Eugene Onegin. New Stage
of the Bolshoi, 7pm. Through September 4.
Rap: Smoki Mo at IKRA Club, 9pm.

Classical Music: Khibla Gerzmava (soprano),
Yekaterina Ganelina (piano) performing Mozart,
Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov. Small Hall of the
Conservatory, 7pm.

9

Opera: Lampe Pyramus and Thisbe. Helikon-1,
7pm. Also September 10.
Jazz: Aleksey Kozlov and Arsenal Ensemble.
TsDKh, 6pm.
Rock: Mara at 16 Tons, 11pm.
Jazz: Katuner (Armenia) at DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Electronic Music: The Young Gods (Switzerland) at IKRA Club, 10pm.

2

Classical Music: Orfarion State Ensemble of
Soloists performing Mozart, Bortyansky,
Dubyansky, Berezovsky, Kozlovsky, Sarti.
Ostankino Museum Estate, 5.20pm.
Ska- hardcore: Spitfare at IKRA Club, 9pm.
Festival: Day of the City celebrations. See
schedule at www.passportmagazine.ru.

3

Blues: Giya Dzagnidze and Modern Blues Band
at JVL Art Club, 9pm. Every Sun. of the month.
Equestrian: Nasibov Cup at Central Moscow
Hippodrome, 1pm.

11
7

Opera: Poulenc Les Dialogues des Carmelites.
Helikon-1, 7pm. Also September 8.
Electronic Music: Neba Zhiteli at 16 Tons,10pm.

Noise Music: Aube (Japan) at IKRA Club, 9pm.
Festival: Day of the City celebrations.

5

Electro-Pop: Dj Anton, Vj Kirsan at the opening
of the exhibition presenting works by Lada
Shapovalova Vynil Toys.
Club on Brestskaya, 7pm.
Classical Music: Mikhail Pletnyov (piano)
performing Mozart, Schumann, Chopin.
Tchaikovsky Concert Hall, 7pm.
Also on September 6.

Classical Music: St. Petersburg Shostakovich
Philharmonia Symphony Orchestra performing
Brahms Concerto #2 for piano and orchestra,
Shostakovich Symphony #10. Tchaikovsky
Concert Hall, 7pm.

Rock: FFF (Netherlands) at IKRA Club, 9pm.

8
6

Classical Music: Galina Vishnevskaya Opera
Center presents Filarmonica della Scala, MyungWhun Chung (conductor) performing Beethoven
Symphony #6, Brahms Symphony #4. Moscow
International Performing Arts Center, 7pm.

6
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Classical Music: Beethoven, Schubert,
Prokofiev performed by Mikhail Gantvarg (violin), Tigran Alikhanov (piano). Small Hall of the
Conservatory, 7pm.

Ballet: Minkus Don Quixote.
Novaya Opera, 7pm.
Pop Music: Madonna performing at Vorobyovy
Hills, 7pm.

4

Classical Music: Jose Carreras (tenor, Spain)
and Nuevo Quartetto Italiano at Moscow International Performing Arts Center, 7pm.

Opera: Puccinni Madama Butterfly. New Stage
of the Bolshoi, 7pm. Through September 10.
Ambient: Troum (Germany), Cisfinitum
(Moscow). DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Opera: Verdi La traviata. Novaya Opera, 7pm.

Blues: Levan Lomidze and Blues Cousins.
TsDKh, 7m.
Festival: Mechanica Sound System 2006. Crystal Method (US), Chemical Brothers (US), Mixmaster Mike (US), Shortkut (US); DMC djs Russia Cup, techno music, break dance, live graffiti,
skateboarding. Mechanika Tuning Club, 10pm
to 4am.

12

Ballet: Tchaikovsky Swan Lake. New Stage
of the Bolshoi, 7pm. Also on September
15 and 16.
Organ Music: Tatyana Zenaishvili (organ,
clavier, harpsichord) playing Fischer. Small Hall
of the Conservatory, 7pm.

13

Jazz: Sergey Zhilin and Alla Sidorova at JVL Art
Club, 9pm.
Classical Music: Graf Murzha (violin), Nataliya
Gus (piano) performing Liszt, Saint-Saens, Bartok. Small Hall of the Conservatory, 7pm.
Ballet: Prokofiev Romeo and Juliet. Novaya
Opera, 7pm.

14

Indie-Dream-Pop: Tribes of the City at 16
Tons, 10pm.

Photos kindly provided by Kontramarka (495) 933 3200 and Parter (495) 258 0000
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What’s On in Moscow in September
Rockabilly: Neva River Rockets, Alligators,
Diamond Hand at Club on Brestskaya.
Ballet: Shostakovich Bolt. New Stage of the
Bolshoi, 7pm. Also on September 21 and 23.
Ethno-Ambient: Severny Polus (Kazakhstan) at
DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Ballet: Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker. Novaya
Opera, 7pm.
Chamber Rock: Melomane (US) at
IKRA Club, 9pm.
Ballet: Mystery - Ode to Joy to the music of
Symphony #9 by Beethoven. New Ballet
(Moscow State Musical Theatre of Plastic
Ballet), 3pm.

22

Rap: Missy Elliot at Infiniti Club, 11pm.

28

Ballet: Shostakovich The Bright Stream. New
Stage of the Bolshoi, 7pm.
Also on September 29.
Avantgard Music: Long Arms-3 Festival. Bill
Drummond & The 17 (UK), JG Thirlwell &
Manorexia (US). DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Ballet: Libera Me, Domini… plastic ballet to
the music of Vyacheslav Artyomov Requiem
after the pictures of Hieronymus Bosch.
New Ballet (Moscow State Musical Theatre
of Plastic Ballet), 7pm.

15

Opera: Donizetti Rita, ou Le mari battu.
Helikon-1, 7pm. Through September 17.
Pop/Rock: Pavel Kashin at TsDKh, 7pm.
Reggae/Ska: Marksheider Kunst at
IKRA Club, 9pm.

16

Funk: Moskovsky Asvoboditelny Orkestr, Urban
Funk Army, Miss Is Big.
Club on Brestskaya, 8pm.
Blues: Blues Clan at JVL Art Club, 9pm.
Early Music Festival: Il Fondamento Ensemble
(Belgium) at Moscow International Performing
Arts Center, 7pm.
Ballet: Thumbelina, plastic ballet to the music
of Vivaldi Le Quattro Stagioni. New Ballet
(Moscow State Musical Theatre of Plastic
Ballet), 3pm.
Ballet: Stray Dog Cafe, Romances and Dances
of the beginning of the XXth Century. New
Ballet (Moscow State Musical Theatre of Plastic
Ballet), 7pm.

17

World Music: mWWm (Senegal-GermanyFrance-Iran) at DOM Cultural Center.
Jazz: Aleksei Kozlov introducing jazz of 19001931. Oleg Grymov’s Dixieland, Hugh Wynn,
Ars Nova. Moscow International Performing
Arts Center, 7pm.

19

Classical Music: Moscow Trio Ensemble of
Soloist (Aleksandr Bonduryansky, piano;
Vladimir Ivanov, violin; Mikhail Utkin, cello)
performing Shostakovich. Small Hall of the
Conservatory, 7pm.
Guitar Music: Dmitry Chetvergov at
IKRA Club, 9pm.

20

Jazz: Bril Brothers at Club on Brestskaya,
7.30pm.
Guitar Music: Temur Kvitelashvili at JVL Art
Club, 9pm.

of Stepan Razin, Wagner Overture to
Tannhauser, Stravinsky Symphony of Psalms.
Moscow International Performing
Arts Center, 7pm.

Rock: Tanzy Minus at 16 Tons, 11pm.
Classical Music: Shostakovich Quartet
(Andrey Shishlov, violin; Sergey, violin; Fyodor
Belugin, viola; Aleksadr Korchagin, cello)
performing Shostakovich. Small Hall of
the Conservatory, 7pm.
Tennis: Davis Cup Russia vs USA. Olimpiisky
Sport Complex, 1pm.

29

Auction: The icon “Harrowing of Hell” (second
half of the 16th century), numismatics, jewelry,
furniture and much more in Gelos Auction
House, 2pm.

23

Funk: Funk You, Feliks Lahuti and Funky Land,
Clean Tone at Club on Brestskaya, 8pm.
Classical Music: Mikhail Voskresensky, Mikhail
Pletnyov, Yury Airapetyan, Vladimir Ryabov,
Mikhail Nikeshichev, Sergey Musaelyan,
V. Stolov, D. Khakimova, Eleonora Teplukhina,
Tigran Alumyan, L. Zvyaginzeva, Natalia
Polischuk performing in honor of Samvel
Sumbatovich Alumyan. Small Hall of the
Conservatory, 7pm.
Tennis: Davis Cup Russia vs USA. Olimpiisky
Sport Complex, 2pm.
Dark Folk: Current93 (UK) at
IKRA Club, 10pm.

24

Classical Music: Amarcord Trio (Portugal),
Tatyana Kuindzhi (soprano) performing
Shostakovich Seven Romances on Poems by
Blok for soprano, violin, cello and piano, Symphony #15. Moscow International Performing
Arts Center, 7pm.
Tennis: Davis Cup Russia vs USA. Olimpiisky
Sport Complex, 1pm.

Avantgard Music: Long Arms -3 Festival. Ryoji
Hojito (Japan), Igor Zakharov & BatucadaOrchestra (Russia). DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Choral Music: Maestros of Choral Music,
Gnessins State Musical College Chamber Choir
performing Rachmaninov, Chesnokov, Bortyansky, Kastalsky, Taneyev, Astafyev, Arkhangelsky,
Ledenev, Shebalin, Larin, Partskhaladze. Great
Hall of the Conservatory, 7pm.
Classical Music: Mark Pekarsky percussion
ensemble, Filipp Nodel (oboe), Anton Prischepa
(clarinet), Yevgeny Tonkha (cello) performing
Cage, Stockhausen, Kagel, Nono. Rachmaninov
Hall of the Conservatory, 7pm.

25

Classical Music: Svetlanov State Academic
Symphony Orchestra, Mstislav Rostropovich
(conductor), Victor Tretyakov (violin) performing
Shostakovich Symphony #8, Сoncerto #1 for
violin and orchestra. Great Hall of the
Conservatory, 7pm.

21

Indie-Rock: Moi Rakety Vverh at 16 Tons, 10pm.

Rock/Folk: Goran Bregovic at Forum
Hall, 7pm.

30
Classical Music: Concert in honor of Abram
Ilyich Yamposky. Moskoviya Moscow Conservatory Chamber Orchestra performing Vivaldi,
Bach, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Paganini, SaintSaens, Ravel, Ysaye, Kreisler, Waxman, Frolov.
Small Hall of the Conservatory, 7pm.
Ballet: The Poem of Fire, The Poem of Ecstasy,
Kisses on the Keyboard to music of Skriabin.
New Ballet (Moscow State Musical Theatre of
Plastic Ballet), 7pm.

27

Guitar Music: Ivan Smirnov at TsDKh, 7pm.
Jazz: Yekaterina Chernousova and Komnaty
Band. Club on Brestskaya, 7.30pm.
Avantgard Music: Long Arms-3 Festival.
Pamela Z (US), David Cossin and Real Quiet
(US). DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Classical Music: Russia National Philharmonic Orchestra performing Shostakovich Execution

Opera: Charpentier Acteon. Helikon-1, 7pm.
Ballet: Minkus Don Quixote. New Stage of the
Bolshoi, 7pm.
Avantgard Music: Long Arms -3 Festival. Wolfgang Schiftner & Kelomat (Austria), Sainkho
Namchylak (Austria). DOM Cultural Center, 8pm.
Opera: Mozart The Magic Flute. Novaya Opera,
7pm.
Rock: Delfin at IKRA Club, 9pm.
Ballet: The Poem of Fire, The Poem of Ecstasy,
Kisses on the Keyboard to music of Skriabin.
New Ballet (Moscow State Musical Theatre of
Plastic Ballet), 7pm.
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K i d s ‘ n ’ C u l t u re
1

Musical: Shelygin Neznaika’s Trip. Sats Children’s Musical Theatre, 3pm.

20

27

Drama: Ransom of Red Chief. Sats Children’s
Musical Theatre, 3pm.

Drama: Brave Soldier and Old Tinder Box. Sats
Children’s Musical Theatre, 3pm.

Circus: New program Art and Inspiration at Circus on Prospekt Vernadskogo, 7pm. Also on
September 27.

28

2

Drama: Haunted Forest. Children’s Fairy
Theater, 3pm. Also on September 3, 17, and 24
at 12pm and 3pm.

9

Drama: The Tale of Ivanushka the Fool. Children’s Fairy Theater, 12pm and 3pm. Also on
September 16 and 30.

10

Drama: Wooden King. Children’s Fairy Theater,
12pm and 3pm. Also on September 23.

16

Ballet: Thumbelina, plastic ballet to the music of
Vivaldi Le Quattro Stagioni. New Ballet (Moscow
State Musical Theatre of Plastic Ballet), 3pm.
Ballet: Bluebird of Happiness. Sats Children’s
Musical Theatre, 3pm.
Circus: New program Art and Inspiration at Circus on Prospekt Vernadskogo, 3pm and 7pm.
Also on September 17, 23, 24, and 30.

17

Musical: Yakushenko Frog Princess. Sats Children’s Musical Theatre, 3pm.

21

Musical: Yakushenko Wizard of the Emerald City.
Sats Children’s Musical Theatre, 3pm.

Drama: Wooden King. Children’s
Fairy Theater, 5pm.

22

Ballet: Tchaikovsky Swan Lake. Sats Children’s
Musical Theatre, 6pm.

23

Opera: The Mermaid. Sats Children’s Musical
Theatre, 12pm.
Operetta: Kulygin Tales of Puss-in-Boots. Sats
Children’s Musical Theatre, 4pm.
Show: Light and music show The Tale of Tsar
Saltan. Moscow International House of Music,
2pm and 7pm.

24

Drama: The Tale of Ivanushka the Fool. Children’s Fairy Theater, 5pm.

29

Ballet: Tchaikovsky The Nutcracker. Sats Children’s Musical Theatre, 6pm.

Opera-Tale: The Snow Queen. Sats Children’s
Musical Theatre, 3pm.

30

Ballet: Khachaturian Cipollino. New Stage of
the Bolshoi, 12pm.
Opera-Ballet: Podheiz Thumbelina. Sats Children’s Musical Theatre,

VENUES
16 Tons 6 Presnensky Val, Bldg. 1.
M. 1905 Goda. Tel: (495) 253 5300.
Alfares Equestrian Club
Gorodische, Konakovsky District,
Tver Region. Tel: (495) 705 9336.
For directions: www.alfares.ru
Apelsin Club 11 Ul. Shvernika
M. Akademicheskaya.
Tel: (495) 718 1600.
Arkhangelskoe Estate Museum
For directions refer to:
www.arkhangelskoe.ru.
Tel: (495) 757 5409.
Bitsa 33 Balaklavsky Pr.
M. Chertanovskaya or Kaluzhskaya.
Tel: (495) 318 2277.
B2 Club 8 Bolshaya Sadovaya.
M. Mayakovskaya.
Tel: (495) 209 9909.
Bolshoi Theater 1 Teatralnaya Pl.
M. Teatralnaya. Tel: (495) 250 7317.
Circus on Prospekt Vernadskogo
7 Pr. Vernadskogo. M. Universitet.
Tel: (495) 930 0272.
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Club on Brestskaya
6 2nd Brestskaya. M. Mayakovskaya.
Tel: (495) 200 0936.
Corner of Grandpa Durov
Theater 4 Ul. Durova.
M. Prospect Mira.
Tel: (495) 631 3047.
Dolphinarium 27 Mironovskaya Ul.
M. Semyonovskaya.
Tel: (495) 369 7966.
Helikon Opera-1 19/16 Bolshaya
Nikitskaya. M. Arbatskaya.
Tel:(495) 290-65-92.
Helikon Opera-2 11 Novy Arbat.
M. Arbatskaya. Tel: (495) 290 6592.
IKRA Club 8 Ul. Kazakova.
M. Kurskaya. Tel: (495) 505 5351.
Infinity Club 15 Ul. Druzhinnikovskaya. M. Krasnopresnenskaya.
Tel: (495) 363 9955.
JVL Art Club 14/19 Novoslobodskaya, Bldg. 7. M. Novoslobodskaya.
Tel: (495) 978 2319.
Kuskovo Estate Museum
M. Ryazansky Prospect.
Tel: (495) 375 5252.

Le Club 21 Verhnyaya
Radishchevskaya. M. Taganskaya.
Tel: (495) 915 1042.
Lefortovo Park 6 Gospitalnaya
Ploschad. M. Aviamotornaya
or Baumanovskaya.
Nikulin Moscow Circus on
Tsvetnoi Bulvar
13 Tsvetnoi Bulvar. M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar.
Tel: (495) 200 0668.
Novaya Opera 3 Karetny Ryad.
M. Pushkinskaya or Tverskaya.
Tel: (495) 200 0868.
Moscow Puppet Theater
1 Petrovskie Linii. M. Kuznetsky Most
Tel: (495) 200 4734.
Moscow Theater of Young
Audience 10 Mamonovsky Per.
M. Pushkinskaya.
Tel: (495) 299 5360.
Ostankino Estate Museum 5 1st
Ostankinskaya Ul. M. VDNKh.
Tel: (495) 683 4645.
Otrada Complex Pyatnitskoe
Shosse, Otradnoe.
Tel: (495) 730 2655.

Romashkovo Complex
Mozhaiskoe Shosse, Romashkovo.
Tel: (910) 426 4566.
Sad Ermitazh 3 Karetny Ryad.
M. Pushkinskaya, Tverskaya or
Chekhovskaya.
Sats Children’s Musical Theater
5 Prospect Vernadskogo.
M. Universitet.
Tel: (495) 930 7021.
Shilov Gallery 5 Ul. Znamenka.
M. Borovitskaya.
Tel: (495) 203 4208.
State Kremlin Palace Kremlin.
M. Aleksandrovsky Sad.
Tel: (495) 928 5232.
Teresa Durova Clowning
Theater 6 Pavlovskaya.
M. Dobryninskaya.
Tel: (495) 237 1689.
Tinkoff Private Brewery
11 Protochny Per. M. Smolenskaya.
Tel: (495) 777 3300.
Tushino M. Tushinskaya.
Tel: (495) 230 1012.

Moscow Museums and Galleries
GARY TATINTSIAN GALLERY,
INC
Steven Klein Madonna.
X-STaTIC PRO=CeSS

Steven Klein not only produced
58 photographs of Madonna that
were published in the fashionable
W magazine, but also took part in
creating the stage settings and
special effects for her Confessions
Tour 2006, which Moscow will
soon witness. This time the audience is allowed to go behind the
stage and see how Madonna
exposes her soul in front of the
camera in a series of photographs
and three videos.
September 11 through
October 11
3/8 Ul. Ilyinka, Bldg. 5,
M. Ploschad Revolutsii or KitaiGorod, 10am to 6pm.
Tel: 101 2102.
STATE CENTRAL MUSEUM
OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY
OF RUSSIA
Empress Maria Fyodorovna.
Homecoming
Maria Fyodorovna (Dutch
princess Dagmar by birth) always
tried to be more than just the wife
of Alexander III. She was an integral part of Russian society and a
public figure involved greatly in
charity and the development of
the educational system. Through a
range of works of art and archive
documents, this exhibitions make
an effort to give a multi-dimensional image of the Empress.
September 14 through
October 8
21 Ul. Tverskaya, M. Puskinskaya,
10am to 6pm Tue, Wed, Fri,
11am to 7pm Thurs, Sat, 10am to
5pm Sun, closed Mon
Tel: (495) 299 5217.
GALLERY ON SOLYANKA
Izvestiya. Smoke of History.
20th century.
This exhibition anticipates the 90th
anniversary of the newspaper that
has truly become the chronicle of
the 20th century and even
attained the official status of
“Newspaper of the Century” in
2000. If at the beginning of the
century it was the official herald of
the new power where the main
Communist decrees were published, ironically enough it is now
considered “bourgeois” by the
Left. Despite the change of politi-

cal affiliations, it has kept its mark
of excellence and now presents
over a hundred photographs from
its unique archives.
September 6 through
September 12
Expressive Symbolism
The roots of the art of DavidGroup
members are found in the 19701980s when they tried to abstract
themselves from real life while
remaining in the context of the
political changes. They were the
ones who took part in the Bulldozer exhibition. But consolidation
into one creative team became
possible only two years ago, at
the time when they started a periodical catalog of their works –
Vernissazh 1+20.
September 14 through
September 17
1/2 Ul. Solyanka, Bldg. 2,
M. Kitai-Gorod, 12pm to 8pm,
Tel: 928 4109.

Naum Granovsky, Vasily Yegorov
and Igor Palmin analyze the inner
life of buildings through photos of
interiors. Taken mostly during the
Soviet period, they can become a
real bridge between the eras right
in your living room since they are
all on sale.
September 9 through October 15
Hall A51, TsDKh, 10 Krymsky Val,
M. Park Kultury, 11am to 7pm,
closed Mon,
Tel: 238 7753.

aluminum, which allows for more
playing with light. His earlier
works are dedicated to the stars of
Italian cinematography while the
later ones concentrate on the
dolce vita of the modern times.
Through September 25
17 Yermolayevsky Per.,
M. Pushkinskaya or
M. Mayakovskaya. 12am to 7pm
Mon., 12pm to 8pm Wed to Sun,
closed Tue
Tel: 200 2890.

MOSCOW MUSEUM OF
MODERN ART
1930-2005. Russian Chronicles

KINO GALLERY
Alyona Anosova Mysteries of
the Infinite
Looking for the founding principles
of the Universe, Alyona Anosova
chooses river banks and open
fields for her philosophic and mystical performances. Photographs,
videos, art objects on display are
the results of creative work and
documentaries of the creative
process at the same time.
Through September 6
Tatyana Karamysheva Deja vu
Having developed a unique style,
Tatyana Karamysheva uses textile,
capron threads and metallic fiber
in her works, which she characterizes as “tapestry art.” Looking at
her art, one gets a feeling of having seen all this before. There is a
reason for it: through her own
technique the artist shares her
impressions of the classical art that
she enjoyed in travels around
Europe.
September 8 through
September 20
8 Bolshoi Rzhevsky Per.,
M. Arbatskaya, 12pm to 7pm
Mon to Fri, closed Sat. and Sun.,
Tel: 291 9115.

STATE TRETYAKOV GALLERY
(NEW)
Erik Bulatov Here!

Unlike the 2003 exhibition of this
artist (held also at the Tretyakov
Gallery) this one gives a complete
overview of his creative work,
from the 1950s up to now. It will
feature his well-known works that
have been displayed at Russia!
and Moscow-Berlin exhibitions as
well as not-so-famous paintings in
order to show the dynamics of his
personal development as an artist.
September 20 through
November 19
10 Krymsky Val,
M. Oktyabrskaya or Park Kultury,
10am to 7:30pm, closed Mon,
Tel: 238 1378.
LUMIERE BROTHERS
PHOTOGALLERY
Sergey Konukhov Selected
Works
Through September 24
Moscow Interiors, or Playing
with Space

Janos Reismann was mesmerized
by everyday life evolving against
propaganda posters, Kornel Kapa
took photographs of Boris Pasternak, Demeter Balla was a permanent companion of Vladimir Vysotsky in his tours around the USSR,
Imre Benkќ witnessed the dying
out of Communist symbols at the
end of the 1980s. Heirs of the
Hungarian cultural Renaissance of
the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, they came to the Soviet
Union for their own reality and
produced works quite different in
style from official Soviet photography. Their works together with
those of contemporary artists are
on display.
September 11 through
September 25
25 Ul. Petrovka,
M. Chekhovskaya, 12pm to 8pm,
closed Tues.,
Tel: 200 2890.
MOSCOW MUSEUM OF
MODERN ART
Matthias Koster Make Over.
Plastic Surgery

A combination of German realism
and Italian Romanism, Koster’s
paintings are created with oil on

Vladimir Dubosarsky and
Alexander Vinogradov
Lightness of Being

The two portes-parole of Russian
contemporary art scene are planning an exhibition expected to
outshine all the previous ones. Fifty
new paintings will be exhibited in
a boathouse on the shore of the
Klyazma Reservoir. Being true
people's artists, Dubosarky and
Vinogradov's characters are easily
recognizable, and the paintings
themselves are full of irony and
optimism.
September 18 through
September 24
Pirogovo Resort (former Klyazma
Reservoir Resort), 12pm to 5pm.
SEPTEMBER 2006 PASSPORT
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The New Russian
Retailers Club
An impromptu meeting of Russian retailers has led to the inauguration of the Russian Retail Club. Some 55 retailers from companies
such as Swatch, Zara, Sela, LVB, Sprandi, Marks & Spencer and
Benetton attended a spirited ‘get-to-know-you’ session in the Blue
Elephant, Royal Thai cuisine restaurant. John Ortega, publisher of
this magazine spoke in his capacity as General Manager of International Apparel and drew on his wide experience in US retail.
Arkady Pekarevska, VP of Sela, gave a rousing speech to the
assembled retailers, urging them not to miss an opportunity to
share problems and achieve a common voice.
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LIBYA
The Great First September
Revolution Day

1st

SLOVAKIA
Constitution Day

1st

UZBEKISTAN
Independence Day

1st

VIETNAM
Declaration of Independence
Day of Vietnam
2nd

BRAZIL
Independence Day

7th

BULGARIA
Independence Day

9th

TAJIKISTAN
Independence Day

9th

MEXICO
Proclamation of
Independence Day

16th

CHILE
Proclamation of
Independence Day

18th

ARMENIA
Independence Day

21st

MALTA
Independence Day

21st

SAUDI ARABIA
National Day

21st

MOSCOU ACCUEIL
Our first meeting will take place
September 12 at 10 am at the
Novotel Centre. We will have a
second meeting September 19th
at the French Embassy.
Please contact: Catherine Dolla
Email: moskvaaccueil@hotmail.com
THE RABBIT HOLE
The Rabbit Hole is an open mike writers' and artists' collective for sharing
prose, poetry and music. It is comprised of an English-speaking international crowd. Held every alternate
Sunday (September 3 and 17) in the
"biblioteka" at the FAQ Cafe
Gazetny Per. 9/2.
Contact:
RabbitHoleFAQ@gmail.com
BRITISH WOMEN’S CLUB
Tuesday, September 12th meeting at
the British Embassy.
Until then regular meetings continue
from 10am to 12pm at Coffee
Mania on Bolshaya Nikitskaya Ul.,
next to the Conservatory Concert
Hall. All newcomers are very welcome. Contacts:
Barbara Carter, 916 788 9340,
Laura Johnson, 9168360558
Email: members@bwcmoscow.co.uk
www.bwcmoscow.co.uk
AMERICAN WOMEN’S
ORGANIZATION
The AWO of Moscow has over 200
members and assists expat women
adapt to life in Moscow through
social, cultural and educational activities. The club also supports charitable
organizations in Moscow. The
AWO Meetings for this month will be
held on September 6th and 20th
and a Newcomers Coffee on
September 13th.
Our Fall Activities Kick-off is also on
the 6th, so come and sign up for
Interest Groups and Activities for the
year.
Members meet at 10:30 at the
Hard Rock Cafe on Stary Arbat.
Tickets will be on sale for the September 10 Boat Trip and the October 14
Country and Western Dance at all
the meetings.
Membership is open to all North
American passport holders and their
spouses. Ophelia Chafigoulline,
Communications Chairperson who
can be reached at ophelias@gmail.com.
For further information email:
awomoscow@yahoo.com.

Charity
THE NASTENKA
FOUNDATION
The Nastenka Charitable Foundation
and local artists invite you to take part

SUMMER IN THE PARK
WITH RUSSIANS Linda Lippner
Summer is over! Or so the
calendar says if you are reading this in September. And
since it is Russia, summer may
have been over for a month
now. And why is summer over
by August? Because my Russian friends say, “you don’t go
swimming in August!” Why?
“Because the water is ‘too
cold’ in August.” “Why?” I
get a shrug in answer to my
“Why?” and that’s when I
usually give up this frustrating
dialogue.
Back in the US, I hope that summer will start in May
and extend through September if the weather holds out.
August and September are great months for swimming
since the lakes, and the oceans on the right and left
coasts are sufficiently warm by then. Around Moscow, I
would avoid swimming in May for the obvious reasons
and in June the pukh has taken over any body of water
that is near a cluster of poplar trees. And pukh on
water looks a lot like beige pond scum to me. And July
– with a busy office job and weekends that usually go
cool and rainy, opportunities just don’t happen. So
August is primetime for a dip in the Moscow river,
preferably northwest of the city.
Recently, I had the chance to head off to a beautiful
park for a picnic under the trees with a group of young
and interesting Muscovites enjoying a Sunday in the country. A great selection of cold food was brought along.
I’ve decided that Russian cuisine is perfect for picnics.
Finger food at its best without the gloppy bowls of potato
salad, egg salad or even kidney bean salad that turn up
at picnics in the US. No fried chicken, of course, but also
no raw hamburger or hotdogs to drag out and hope that
you can get the charcoal grill working, especially when it
rains. And it did rain on this picnic. But on our picnic, my
hosts just dragged the blanket containing the neat plates
of open faced salmon and salami sandwiches, radishes,
cucumbers and pickles, little packets of cheese things, and
other assorted finger foods, under the thick leafed trees,
and we continued our meal.
The afternoon was quite warm in spite of the rain,
and the river was nearby. I optimistically brought my
bathing suit hoping for a chance to cool off in the
water. I timidly asked if anyone else had brought their
swimsuit and if they wanted to join me in the water.
They looked at me as if I had asked them to swim
across the Polar Ice Cap. “No,” they said, “after all, its
August!” “ OK”, I said, “but why does that make any
difference?” They all agreed that they didn’t know
why, but “No one goes swimming in August.” “Why?”
I asked. “We just don’t,” was the answer. Instead of
continuing with this going-nowhere dialogue, I put
away my bathing suit and hoped for a warmer July next
year and another chance to go on a picnic with friends,
near the river.
Photo by Tania Teschke
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Scots summer garden party,
with attitude!
“Arranging another Stramash (a rowdy assembly perhaps!) is just a walk
in the park for you,” I commented to Alan Thompson, the Chieftain, as we
entered the Marriott Royal Hotel where the imported visiting artists were
staying, courtesy of our old friend Tony Fardon.
“Hum! It’s not quite that,” he replied with a knowing smile. “The last three
years the event has taken place at the British Ambassadors residence, but
they have the decorators in, so it’s a new venue. But thankfully, still whisky
galore! Even with the big label issue, Be Famous, as the Famous Grouse
promotion goes, and for you, John, we have Tennants lager and loads of
wine for the ladies!”
Yuri Navarro from Santa Fe did the “full on” BBQ again! What a star! I
strolled through the Hermitage Gardens to the strains of the pipes, passed
a group of wedding couples having their photographs taken by a Heart
shaped sculpture and found the Coca Cola bouncy castle. Alan’s team
think of everything! I noted the American Clinic’s ambulance discreetly on
hand again, but thankfully not required. The children’s entertainment by
Maria’s Children and The Taganka Children’s Fund (Charities supported
by the St Andrew Society) included clowning, face painting and setting
out their well-planned games program.
Bill Mathews, the Scottish entertainer who performed at the 2003 Stramash, returned this year wearing his M2M2 cap. He co-founded the
company in 2003 and they acted as agent and artist’s liaison to bring
top duo, Craig and Charlie Reid, otherwise knows as The Proclaimers,
to Moscow as guests of the St Andrew Society this year.
“Welcome to the summer Stramash,” announced Greg Summers, who
opened the day in his inimitable Glaswegian, and with his arsenal of
music, I couldn’t catch him out on any music requests. “Scotland’s number one band, which just played Tea in the Park in Scotland to 75,000,
will be on at six — The Proclaimer’s!”
“A dream come true,” I remembered Alan saying earlier. They had
walked more than their famous 500 miles that day and it was worth it.
P.S. “to see more knees than you can shake a stick at,” come to the St
Andrew Ball on November 25th. Book early — it’s always a sell out!
John Roche
roche@officescape.ru

Photos by Bill Mathews
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in a charity auction to help children
suffering from cancer:
“Painters, draw our future!”
If you’re a painter, you have a wonderful chance to help sick children by
donating your art for the charitable
exhibition. If you want to take part in
our auction as a volunteer, or make a
contribution, inform our organizers!
We need your support! All monies
will be spent on medicines and medical equipment for the Scientific
Research Institute of Children’s
Oncology and Hematology of the
Russian Oncology Center named in
Honor of N. Blokhin, where up to
100 children from all parts of Russia
receive treatment.
The Exhibition is expected September
20-23. For the Charity event - watch
the press.
For more details about Exhibition call:
Anastasia Severina
Tel: 8 926 246 0912
Email: snastay@yandex.ru
The Nastenka Foundation
Tel: 585 4101
Email@nastenka.ru
www.nastenka.ru
METIS
A group that aims to overcome discrimination and hardship faced by
mixed-race children in Russia.
In September we will have an opening ceremony for the new educational year at the Central Children's Russian Library, Oktyabrskaya Square 1.
In the library we have courses for the
children in computer education, English, psychology and art. Sponsored
by IWC, ARC, the United Way International and SCO
Contact: Emilia Tynes-Mensa
metis2001@mail.ru
THE CENTRE FOR CURATIVE
PEDAGOGICS (CCP)
The Centre for Curative Pedagogics
(CCP) treats and teaches children
with mental disabilities, brain damage and classified learning difficulties
such as autism, Downs Syndrome.
CCP runs many educational and
rehabilitative programs for disabled
children and their families. CCP also
publishes, translates and disseminates
relevant medical publications otherwise unavailable in Russia.
September 1 - the school year opening event for CCP students and their
family members.
September 1 - start of integrative
classes for disabled children in many
Moscow schools.
September 1- opening for the first
Russian state-run workshops for disabled teenagers and youth at the
Technological College No. 21.
September 25-26 - CCP-based Conference on working with children with
severe and multiple development disorders.
September - October - charity fair of
CCP students' handicraft at the German Embassy. Please contact CCP

Email: ccpmain@online.ru
Balmbox@mama.ccp.org.ru
www.curative.chat.ru.
Tel: 131 0683
KIDSAVE
Upcoming Kidsave events and current program goals:
Start the School of Life project in
Moscow in September
Our life skills training supports
orphans ages 15 to 23 who are in
the process of being emancipated
from the orphanages. Through a
mentoring center and training program managed by Russian NGOs,
the children receive a nine-month
classroom program. The coursework
offers the much needed life skills to
help children prepare for independent living. Staff psychologists offer
individual and group counseling.
Outreach social workers, doctors
and legal advocates are available
to participants if needed.
Expansion of the Teen Mother programs in St. Petersburg also will begin
in September.
The Teen Mother program supports
prevention of abandonment of children by their orphaned teen mothers.
Orphaned children can often
become a cyclical issue when emancipated orphans give birth at a young
age. The Teen Mother Program
attempts to break the cycle by providing support to teen mothers and giving them the resources to keep their
families together through crises intervention, individual counseling and
child-care training. Kidsave provides
monitoring and psychological support to young mothers with help for
them to keep their newborns. Thirtythree teen mothers have been offered
qualified help.
The Fourth Annual Kidsave Gala will
be held in the Legendary YAR restaurant on November 18.
The Kidsave Gala is Kidsave’s major
fundraising event for the year and is
expected to attract over 200 people
from the Moscow community including many leaders of the community
along with Russian and multinational
businesses. Attendees are like-minded people who care about the community. It is wonderful event to attend
and a great audience with which to
build your brand recognition.
GALA Auction and Dinner Party
Live “Rock-n-Roll” Band (dancing)
Silent and Live Auction,
Raffle Drawing and Wine, Whiskey,
Dinner, Dessert, Cognac, Cigars.
Yar Restaurant, November 18,
Saturday 6pm to midnight.

British Business Club
The British Business Club’s July reception was held on Moscow’s
newest and largest patio – the La Hacienda. Refusing to let the
unseasonable weather deter him, Doug Steele presided over the
affair in his trademark khaki shorts and greeted an array of British
businessmen in Moscow and their many friends and associates,
including Americans, Canadians and Russians.
Despite the cool weather around sixty people enjoyed themselves
on the snacks, cocktails and beer.

BLACK TIE OPTIONAL
In September, Kidsave will open an
Inter-regional Resource Center on the
grounds of School-Internat # 8 to support family-based care for children in
Moscow. Contact:
Olga Tkacheva
Ul. Sushchevskaya #21, 2nd
Podezd, 3rd Floor, Office #16
SEPTEMBER 2006 PASSPORT
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March of Time
Fred Flintstone
Shortly after light blue Japanese beauty disappeared, just
24 hours after we picked her up, we started planning our
next Jetsons adventure. Fortunately, our old friend, the
pomegranate pyaturka, was there to whiz us around to
dealers. This time we settled on a Korean model, adorned
with the emblem of one of America’s oldest automakers.
It was clear from the prodana (sold) signs on the floor
models that we were in for another wait. Oh well, we
weren’t sure how long our special VIP insurance policy
would take to pay. Back home in Bedrock, the Flintstones
were surely the subject of an old fashioned office pool –
how long to get the pyaturka on the road after the accident
(51 days), to get the Japanese car (72 days), drive it (24
hours). The next three pools were still open – how long to
collect theft insurance, pick up the keys to our US/Korea
hybrid, and keep it.
We queued up for the sales clerk. “You pay a $100
deposit and we order the car within two weeks,” she
stated. “Once it’s ordered, it takes at least two months
for the parts to arrive in Kaliningrad, to be assembled,
and then delivered here.” We signed – between waiting
for insurance and summer vacation, it would be just as
well to take delivery in October. “We’ll call you when
we get the car ordered,” the clerk said as we walked
out with our contract.
The insurance company was one of the Big 3, with a desk
at the dealer. “Here’s your VIP card,” the insurance clerk
stated when we had picked up our blue, handing us the
dark maroon VIP card emblazoned in gold with the company’s name. “It’s a special from our company; if something happens to your car, we have someone who takes
care of everything. They come to you and you don’t have
to chase around for papers - he will do it.” Hah, by this
time we had made three trips to the militia and three to the
insurance office and I had yet to see an insurance agent
chase any papers.
It’s day 38 since she disappeared. “Sign here and give me
you bank requisites,” asked the insurance manager. “Oh,
it’s a plastic card account! Put the card number down
also,” and, as an afterthought, added, “better write the
three-digit security code from the back of the card. The
wire will go out in about a week.” A couple of days later I
wake up in a cold sweat; “why in hell did he need the
security code, and for that matter the card number – he
has the bank requisites. He’s a manager in the financial
industry and knows the dangers.” That morning I bundled
Wilma and Fred Jr. off to our bank.
Our bank is one institution in Moscow I feel good about.
It’s Italian owned, and the staff are well trained and
courteous. We inquire about the situation, and my fears
are confirmed – with the code, the account could be
emptied through Internet transactions. We immediately
change the daily card limit to 100 rubles. When funds
arrived at day 52,we show at the bank, increase the
card limit to unlimited, and immediately withdraw the
funds through the ATM. We close the account and open
a new VISA account.” And our US/Korean hybrid – we
returned from vacation last week, two months after we
signed – it still has not been ordered.
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Indian independence
marked
The Indian community and several Russian friends gathered at
the residence of the Indian Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Kanwal
Sibal, on August 15th to celebrate India’s 60th Independence Day. Entertainment was provided by a choir from the
Indian Community School.
The Ambassador hailed the creation of a joint Indian and
Russian study group to develop economic and trade relations.
The study group held its first meeting at the end of August and
is due to present a program for action by the end of the year.
The Ambassador read the address to the nation by Indian
President APJ Abdul Kalam, which was broadcast the previous evening, before inviting the assembled group, including
several military officers, to join him and Mrs. Sibal for refreshments in the residence garden.

Community
Tel/Fax: 978 32 50
moscow@kidsave.org
www.kidsave.org, www.kidsave.ru
...Because every child needs a family
DIEMA’S DREAM
This fall we will celebrate our 10th
anniversary working with our
Russian colleagues and the 150 children of Orphanage Number 8 in
Moscow for Physically and Mentally
Disabled Orphans. We plan to have
an open house on September 21
inviting individuals and organizations
who have sponsored our
work over the past 10 years and anyone interested in the work of Diema’s
Dream. To attend please contact
mary@diemasdream.com.
We will be opening our village for
young disabled adults this fall. Our
Family Center has been open since
April and we expect to be working at
capacity with families who have disabled children at home this fall.
Contact Mary Dudley:
Tel: 139 59 10
www.diemasdream.com,
TAGANKA CHILDREN’S FUND
RUNNER AT THE NEW YORK
CITY MARATHON
For the second time this year, Canadian national Gregory Shields will be

running for the Taganka Children’s
Fund, in order to raise money for the
organization’s charitable programs
for needy children in Moscow
(www.charity-tcf.ru). Recently, Greg
raised over $2000 in his marathon
run in Ottawa, Canada. Now Greg
has agreed to run the New York City
Marathon on November 6 in order to
raise sponsorship for TCF. Gregory
took up marathon running after he
turned 40 three years ago and has
participated in three full marathons
since and a number of half
marathons. The New York City
Marathon is one of the world's great
road races, drawing more than
85,000 applicants. Please join and
support our TCF runner at the New
York marathon. Sponsorship for each
mile completed - with a minimum
donation of 5 dollars per mile and/or
3 dollars per kilometer. The New York
City Marathon provides you with a
great opportunity for positive impact
on the lives of many Moscow children
in need.
If you would like to receive more
information or sponsor our charitable
Runner at the New York Marathon,
contact: Email: TCF@COMTV.RU
Supporting disadvantaged families in
Moscow.

PASSPORT
WANTED
Passport Magazine
needs the following:

Designer
The successful applicant will have input to page design
and see the artistic and technical preparation of the
magazine through to inserting proof corrections, adjusting
photographs for color balance, brightness and intensity,
and outputting files for printing.
Minimum three years experience of page design and
composition with Quark Express, Adobe Photoshop and
preparation of magazine for printing using Macintosh
operating system. Knowledge of English essential.

Editorial Assistant
To assist the editor through the whole publishing process.
The successful applicant will be a Russian national with fluent English, a thorough understanding of presentation,
research using Internet and libraries, excellent telephone
manner and the confidence to deal with Russian and foreign organizations to director level. Will be involved with
all aspects of the magazine.
This offers an exceptional learning opportunity for a proficient secretary who wants to grow with greater responsibiltiy.
Please write to editor@passportmagazine.ru
or telephone John Bonar on 959 2873

Ladies Car Rally
In Passport August issue we got the results of the Ladies Car Rally
wrong. The winner was in fact Natalia Kozlova and Olga Zareckaya in a 1965 Mercedes Benz 230 SL. Runner up was Milka
Kresoja and Oksana Smirnova in a 1956 Mercedes Benz 230
SL. Third was Yuliya Efrussi and Ekaterina Nikolaeva in a 1976
Cadillac.

Seen here are (L – R) Olga Mamanova,
Milka Kresoja and Olga Evseeva.
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Русский язык
How to say: “Please wait for me…”

Подождите меня,
пожалуйста…
The basic verb is подождать (accusative).
This is the imperative form: used to give an
instruction (but in no way as rude as it
sometimes sounds in English).

For a certain amount of time:
Подождите меня, пожалуйста…
…секундочку (for a second)
…некоторое время (for a short while)
…полчаса (for half an hour)
…двадцать минут (for 20 minutes)
…минут двадцать (for about 20 minutes)
(saying минут before, rather than after двадцать, gives
the sense of an approximate, rather than specific time)

Or until some specific time:
Подождите меня, пожалуйста…
…до пяти часов (until 5 o’clock)
(watch out for genitive case after “до”)
….до вечера (until this evening)
…до конца (рабочего) дня
(until the end of the work day)

Where you might want them to wait:
Подождите меня, пожалуйста…
…у моего дома (by my house)
…у забора (by the gate)
…у светофора (by the traffic lights)
…у входа (by the entrance)
…у выхода (by the exit)

Because you’re busy doing something:
Подождите меня, пожалуйста…
…пока я положу деньги на телефон
(while I put some money on my phone)
…пока я схожу в туалет (while I pop to the bathroom)
…пока я зайду в этот магазин
(while I drop into this shop)
…пока я звоню, уточню адрес
(while I phone and clarify the address)

Previous phrases on
www.ruslingua.com
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RELIGION
ST. CATHERINE OTHODOX
St. Catherine the Great Martyr Church
Representation of the Orthodox
Church in America. Services in Russian followed by English at 9 am every
Sunday.
The 5th Anniversary Memorial
for Victims of the 9/11 Terrorist
Attacks will be held at 10 am on
Monday, September 11.
Bolshaya Ordynka, 60/2, (Metro
Dobryninskaya), 119017, Moscow,
Russia, Tel/Fax: 949-1296
Archimandrite Zacchaeus (Wood) Dean of the Church of St. Catherine
the Great Martyr 'In-the-Fields',
Email: rector@st-catherine.ru,
www.st-catherine.ru.
JCC JEWISH COMMUNITY
From September 1, new classes will
begin for children eight months and
older. Preparation for school: English
lessons, drawing and others; classes
for parents will take place simultaneously in Yoga, Dance, Interne.
Daily Montessori for Pre School
Children. Address: Ulitsa Bolshaya
Nikitskaya, 47/2
Contact Marina Verigina
Tel: 787 45 60,
Mob: 8 910 405 7779
Email to: pr@jcc.ru, centernik@jcc.ru
www.jcc.ru
ST. ANDREWS ANGLICAN
CHURCH- SEPTEMBER 2006
SCHEDULE
Sunday services:
8:30
Holy Communion
11:00
Sung Eucharist with
Sunday School
18:30
Evening Prayer
Weekdays:
8:30
Morning Prayer
18:30
Evening Prayer (including
Saturday, excluding Thursday)
Wednesdays:
19:00
Holy Communion
19:45
Bible study
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 9
St Andrew’s VILLAGE FETE!
14:00
Games, food stalls and
fun for all, in the British tradition!
EVERY THURSDAY:
19:30
Classical Concert at St
Andrew’s with organ, vocal and
instrumental music! (Tickets at door)
St Andrew's Anglican Church
Voznesensky pereulok 8
(Metro - Okhotny Ryad or Pushkinskaya) Tel/Fax: 629 0990
www.standrewsmoscow.org
CALVARY CHAPEL
Christian Church in Russian with English translation. Sundays at 11am and
Wednesdays at 7 pm. Contact:
Kostya Kretov. Address: Krosna
House of Culture,
Ulitsa Presnensky Val 29
Tel: 8 916 183 5345
Email: info@cc1905.com

THE MOSCOW PROTESTANT
CHAPLAINCY
Come and worship in this vibrant and
historically Protestant community.
Organized by the Presbyterian (USA),
Lutheran (ELCA), Methodist (UMC),
Reformed (RCA), and Baptist (ABC)
churches, this church is an eclectic
mixture of English speaking people
from all over Moscow.
Worship services are every Sunday at
3pm at St. Andrew’s church, Voznesenskiy Pereulok 8, near M.
Arbatskaya, Okhotny Ryad, and
Pushkinskaya. Sunday School, nursery, and weekly educational programs are active and available.
For more information, please call
Rev. Bob Bronkema, 143 3562
Email: at mpc@rol.ru.

MUSIC
MOSCOW
INTERNATIONAL CHOIR
The Moscow International Choir is
starting a new season on September
12th with rehearsals for the Winter
Concerts in December. All musiclovers are welcome to join our friendly
and enthusiastic group of singers of all
nationalities, ages and levels of ability.
Beginners and more advanced
singers are needed as we are always
looking for possible soloists, general
singers, administrative volunteers etc.
there are no auditions for the Choir.
We sing great classical works and
more popular music at each concert.
We also organize regular socials and
dacha days. Please come by, join us
or come to watch
September 12 at 7pm.
Voznesensky Pereulok 8 (inside St
Andrew's Church)
Contact Coopers at 200 5205 or
917 552 833
Email: choir@gmail.com.

BUSINESS
RUSSIA & THE CIS
INVESTMENT FORUM 2006:
Between Public and Private
September 12-13
Radisson SAS Slavyanskaya
Hotel & Business Center
ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN
BUSINESSES
September 12 Swiss Euro Reception
September 21 Cultural Reception
September 27 Standard and Poor’s
Transparency Survey
ENERGY COMMITTEE: Open
Meeting with Mrs. Belova, First
Deputy General Director of Tekhsnabexport. For further details about AEB
Events please contact
Events Manager, Anna Kaplya,
anna.kaplya@aebrus.ru,
Tel: 721 17 60
www.aebrus.ru/index.php

Community

Leaders and Changes
Christine LOOMIS has joined Staffwell as a senior director in its
recruitment division. American born Loomis was previously in senior
management roles with AIG Consumer Finance Group and Delta
Capital Management. She started her career with Chase in New York.
Ruslan VINOKUROV has joined Cushman & Wakefield Stiles &
Riabokobylko as Director for Business Development and Special projects. Vinokurov will be responsible for providing premier turnkey fit-out
solutions and service promotion in asset services. He was formerly
Sales Director of Concept company from 2004. Earlier he was Head
of the Representative Office in Russia and CIS of Fritz Egger GmbH.
Andrey ABAJIDI is the newest
Executive Team Member at
Swissotel Krasny Holmy, the
Raffles managed skyscraper
hotel near Paveletskaya. As
Director of PR & Communications, he will concentrate on
development of the hotel’s
communication strategy and
building the image of the leading five-star property on the
Moscow hotel scene and will
be responsible for all advertising of the hotel. Abajidi previously worked for Park Hyatt
and Baltschug Kempinski hotels
in Moscow and Adidas.
Moises CASTRO has taken
charge of the kitchen at the La
Hacienda on Komsomolsky
Prospekt where the huge summer
patio is in full swing. He comes
from Houston’s Bistro Artistico and
prior to that, La Cote St. Jacques
in Burgundy. His menu features
authentic Mexican cuisine. He is
one of two chefs brought in by
Doug Steele Restaurants for its
array of restaurant openings.

Filipino as the World’s First
Fusion Cuisine
Feeling transfixed by the sheets of pouring rain and the waltz of
stirring leaves outside your window that seem to blur the tastes
and smells of summer? Passport Magazine is lucky to discover
(and share with its faithful readers) the last oasis of summer left in
Moscow – The Flavors of the Philippines Food Festival to be held
in Gubernatorsky restaurant, 22 Voznesensky Pereulok on
September 18-22. This festival will show experienced Moscow
diners that there exists aSoutheast Asian cuisine able to surprise
even the most sophisticated palates.

Philippine cuisine remains terra incognita for most Western people. A product of the archipelago’s colonial heritage, it stands out
from the better known but typically Asian dishes from that area. In
fact, it can be truly called the first fusion cuisine ever in the world.
Over a span of several centuries Filipinos absorbed the various cultural influences that landed on their 7107 islands – Spanish, Chinese, Malayo-Polynesian, Japanese, Indian, North and Latin American – carefully adjusting every dish to fit local ingredients and tastes.
Thus adobong liempo, the best known Philippine dish, is strikingly
simple in preparation yet splendid in flavor, and is the Asian take on
the Spanish carne adobado and features chicken or pork (sometimes
both) marinated in garlic, soy sauce and vinegar, spiced with pepper and laurel leaves. Unlike its Spanish cousin, this dish never contains chili, with peppercorns being used instead, and it can be served
in a sauce although most adobado are dry.

Tim FREEMAN will take charge of Doug’s Steakhouse and
Blowfish, scheduled to open in September on Tsvetnoi Bulvar.
Tim comes to Moscow from Perry’s Steak House in Houston, one
of America’s best. He previously worked at Spago in Beverly
Hills and in the Clinton White House. He was chef for the
Governor of Ohio. Despite his southern US origins, Tim specializes in Asian food and hopes to make Blowfish the most authentic Japanese restaurant outside of Japan.
Alessandro CABELLA joined Grand Hotel Europe in St. Petersburg as hotel manager in early August. Cabello, 41, hails from a
family of famous Italian hoteliers, coffee and chocolate pioneers,
whose grandparents founded the La Casa del Caffe brand. A multicultural and multi-lingual international hospitality professional, he
has worked with Shangri-La Hotels & Resorts, One&Only Resorts
and as Vice President Food and Beverage for Le Meridien Hotels &
Resorts, overseeing 136 Hotels.
Tunay DOGAN is the new Director of Revenue of the Grand Hotel
Europe. From Turkey, Dogan has worked in the hospitality industry
for 17 years, the last seven with Hilton International where he was
Cluster Director of Business Development at Hilton Sharm Cluster at
Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt.

Some 30 items are on the menu, designed by the country’s
Kulinarya Program for its worldwide promotional launch in
Moscow and prepared by four gourmet chefs of Manila’s premier
Via Mare restaurant. The Flavors of the Philippines Food Festival
will allow you to experience from breakfast to dinner the richness
and variety of Philippine cuisine; from lechon (roast suckling pig)
and sugpo sa gata (prawns in coco cream) to inihaw na malasugi
(grilled swordfish) and kilawin – Filipinos’ vinegary answer to
sashimi – topped off by the irresistible leche flan (layered caramel
flan). Filipino cigars and rum may also be sampled. To complete
the summer illusion diners will be served by staff wearing the semitransparent national costume, barong tagalog, while watching the
Bayanihan Philippine National Folk Dance Company perform
Philippine ethnic music and dances.
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Russia is back
on the world stage
John Bonar

As the dust settles on July’s G8 Summit hosted by Russia in St Petersburg, it is clear that
Russia is back on the world stage as a major economic and diplomatic force.
There are three reasons why the world is now taking Russia seriously, perhaps more
seriously than at any time since the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet
Union: energy, terrorism and nuclear proliferation.
The country’s soaring energy-based tax revenues, the growth in value derived from other
commodity exports and a boom in industry has created sustainable economic growth and a
feeling of stability, which is why more and more international companies and investors are
pouring into Russia.
It is also the key to Russia’s new foreign and economic policy, which is aimed primarily at
advancing Russia’s own interests.
ENERGY AND THE ECONOMY:
Oil prices have surged since 2000, when the price for crude oil
averaged about $28 a barrel. Today, with oil around $75 a
barrel, these revenues are underpinning much of Russia’s geopolitical resurgence. Russia’s annual oil and gas sales amounted to
about US $75 billion in 2000 when Vladimir Putin became President. This year revenues from oil and gas sales are expected to
exceed US $200 billion.
Russia is a leading global commodities exporter and the
world's # 2 oil exporter after Saudi Arabia.
Russia already commands the world’s third largest foreign
exchange reserves with $245 billion in the bank, and growing!
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This enables the country to pay off accumulated foreign debt
from the Soviet era, plough money into infrastructure from railways to electrical generation, raise state salaries and pensions
and still build a multi-billion dollar Stabilization Fund to protect
against an oil-price down-turn.
GDP has been constantly rising for the last six years and is
on target at nearly 6% this year. While partially due to the filterdown effect of the oil revenues, it is also helped by growing
industrial production, kick-started by the 1998 default and ruble
devaluation, and by other commodity exports, from diamonds
and gold to timber and titanium.

Cover Story

The tangible year-on-year increase in the average Russian’s
spending power, from Moscow to Tomsk and on to Chita and
Vladivostok, is reflected in a growing stability in society, with
aspiring Russians in their mid-thirties who are now able to make
decisions on mortgages and starting a family. Ten years ago they
were dubious about their ability to afford these life-affirming
decisions.
It is not going to get worse. Experts around the world are
predicting a rise in oil prices. “The steady march toward $100 a
barrel continues,” says Fadel Gheit, an oil analyst at Oppenheimer & Co.
Stephen Leeb, president of Leeb Capital Management and
editor of The Complete Investor newsletter believes that "Energy
stocks are undervalued." Leeb believes prices will continue to
trend higher on surging demand from emerging economies like
India and China. He predicts that the price of oil per barrel will
hit the low $80s by the end of this year, and he sees a reasonable chance of $100 next year.
Christopher Welch, co-manager of the Diamond Hill SmallMid Cap Fund says, "There has been a 20-year bear market in
energy and little investment in new supply."

NUCLEAR MUSCLE
As one of the largest nuclear powers, Russia is keen to export its
technology for peaceful purposes including power generation,
and, as one of the few countries with normal ties to both Iran
and North Korea, the country is viewed as offering the best
opportunity for defusing a potential nuclear confrontation.
Russia has been helping Iran build its Bushehr reactor, and President Putin said recently, “The matter concerns not only Iran, but
also other countries that are on the threshold of developing nuclear
technology. The development of nuclear energy is one of the ways
of overcoming the energy crises. How can we close off access to
present and future nuclear technology to all countries that are not in
the nuclear club, especially for peaceful purposes? We cannot do
this. Iran will not be the only country wanting to develop this technology, other countries will want to do it too, and we cannot cut
them all off from it,” he told Canadian television.
Russia’s solution is to create a network of international centers to enrich uranium and process spent nuclear fuel; a plan
which has won the acceptance of the United States and others in
the nuclear club.
Against this background, Russia’s financial markets have
become truly integrated into global finance. “We all sit on one
long trading desk from Rio de Janeiro, through New York, London, Moscow, Vladivostok and Tokyo – and indeed we all
watch each other’s screens,” writes Eric Kraus, the portfolio
manager for the Nikitsky Russia/CIS Opportunities Fund in his
Truth and Beauty (… and Russian Finance) newsletter.

RUSSIA IS KEY TO THE ANTI-TERROR COALITION
Opposition to terrorism is fundamental to Russia’s foreign policy
resurgence. It was the first country to partner with the U.S. in its
War on Terror after 9/11 and is the only Security Council member on speaking terms with not only Iran and North Korea but
also Hamas. Russia is now seen as the only broker of diplomatic
solutions to crises that continue to erupt around the world. At the
same time, it is emerging victorious in its war against the fundamentalist elements in Chechnya.
Chechnya is a subject where Russia comes under much criticism by well intentioned liberals around the world. But as President Putin, who initiated the second Chechen War told foreign
interviewers recently, “Russia gave Chechnya what amounted
practically to independence in 1995, but what did we end up
with as a result? Overnight, this republic was taken over by
extremist groups from all around the world. Overnight. Not only
did the people who came to power there spare little thought for
the interests of their citizens, they gave their interests no thought
at all, pursuing instead their goal to create a fundamentalist state
reaching from the Caspian to the Black Sea.”
By luck, or design, the Russians have killed the notorious
Shamil Basayev, the Chechen warlord who not only masterminded the infamous Nord-Ost theatre hostage-taking in Moscow,
but also the 2004 horrific attack on the Beslan School.
SEPTEMBER 2006 PASSPORT
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“The main Russian macroeconomic numbers are eye-glazingly excellent,” Kraus writes in a recent issue. “GDP growth is on
target, industrial production is increasing, FDI is pouring in,” he
continues. “Inflation is slowing, budget surpluses are huge, and
the need for massive renovation of infrastructure is finally being
met. Corporate governance, while still uneven, has nevertheless
been revolutionized over recent years. The best Russian companies are becoming major players on the global stage.”
Yury Rubinsky, head of the Department of French Studies at
the Institute of Europe at the Russian Academy of Sciences, writing in Russia Profile, says that this year Russia has swapped its
folding chair at the meeting of the world’s economic and industrial leaders for a real chair, as the G8 host in St Petersburg.
He notes that, “The irony of the situation, however, is that
while Russia’s credentials have improved, the ideological differences between Russia and the group’s other members have
become more apparent.”
In fact, as President Putin put it, major Western countries have
lost their leverage over Russia (see For the Record, Page 56).
Financial strategist Kraus writes, “We are delighted with the
new domestic focus, (Putin’s) increasing assertiveness in the international sphere, and the satisfied, self-confident tone that he has
assumed.”
U.S. Ambassador William J. Burns said earlier this summer,
“This is a moment of considerable frustration and doubt about
the relationship between Russia and the United States. You can
hear it and feel it every day in both our capitals. From the American side, there are concerns about over-centralization of power
here and about Russian behavior toward some of its neighbors.
From the Russian side, there are concerns that Americans do not

understand how difficult the last 15 years have been for Russia;
that Americans are too quick to criticize and lecture; and that
Americans are fundamentally uncomfortable with the re-emergence of a strong Russia and determined to constrain it.”
In fact, Russia is uncomfortable with the uni-polar world that
has emerged since the collapse of the Soviet Union and is
increasingly building ties with India and China, two other fast
developing economies of the 21st Century. But also, perhaps
irritated by US support for the ill-fated Orange Revolution in
Ukraine, Russia has been developing close ties and arms sales to
Venezuela, whose President Hugo Chavez, is an outspoken critic
of the US. The military deal was initially only for AK-47 automatic rifles, but it has been upgraded to include some $3 billion
worth of Sukhoi SU-30 fighter jets, 30 helicopters and a Kalashnikov rifle and ammunition plant.

Russian relations with India have remained unassailably
strong for over five decades and the Indian Ambassador, Kanwal Sibal says that, “There is no other example of two such large
countries on the world stage having such a lasting and durable
relationship. Our basic political interests are the same,” he told
an Indian community gathering. He noted that Russia was “rediscovering its strength and capacity.”
On the other hand, relations between Russia and China have
been more turbulent over the years but are now as strong as they
have ever been.
Presidents Putin and Hu Jintao have met three times this year.
The two states have conducted joint military exercises. Chinese
investment is flowing into Russian real estate, oil, and infrastructure projects while plans are advancing for exporting Russian oil
via a pipeline to China and in the future, natural gas.
Mr. Putin frankly acknowledges that, “Our general impressions of each other are still based to a large degree on our past
experience. This is why it is so important for the public in both
our countries to become closer acquainted with life in today’s
Russia and today’s China.”
Putin said in an interview with the Chinese News Agency,
Xinhua, that, “This fits in perfectly with the objectives underlying
the joint decision to hold the Year of Russia in China (2006) and
the Year of China in Russia (2007). Genuinely memorable big
events will be held as part of these National Years. Their principle goal is to bring our citizens even closer together.”
China and Russia are the bulwarks of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), the five-year old regional organization that
welds together the central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union.
In fact, it is more effective than the Commonwealth of Independent
States,which link such disparate countries as Russia, Ukraine, Belarus
and Georgia with the other eight former Soviet Republics.
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The SCO is the major force in the region, not only because of
geographic proximity but also because Russia and China are
prepared to invest real money, “not just send lessons in democracy,” as Eric Kraus puts it.
Against this groundswell of a new world order being established in the East, Ambassador Burns of the U.S. may feel he is
fighting an uphill battle, especially when so ably aided by Vice
President Dick Cheney who, speaking in May at a conference in
Lithuania, accused Russia of restricting the rights of its citizens,
and said "no legitimate interest is served" by turning energy
resources into implements of blackmail. Cheney then went on to
visit Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, two notoriously restrictive
states, prompting the normally staid New York Times to say that
"spearing Russia while flirting with its even more undemocratic
neighbors confuses the message, especially when done by a
vice president identified with oil interests."
Cheney’s attack was later disdainfully characterized by Mr.
Putin as “an unsuccessful hunting shot,” referring to an incident
earlier this year when Cheney shot one of his hunting partners.
The Russian response to these jabs was mild compared to the
Chinese who, subjected to far less strident criticism by the U.S.
State Department, fired back with an attack on the U.S.’ own
human rights record, citing illegal secret prison camps, torture
and abuse of prisoners of war, systematic racial discrimination
and so on, according to Kraus’ T&B newsletter.
In his address to the Gorbachev Foundation, Ambassador
Burns said, “First, let me stress at the outset that -- contrary to the
impression we like to convey – Americans do not have all the
answers. We are often impatient, occasionally preachy, and –
yes – we sometimes make mistakes. I am often reminded of Winston Churchill's famous comment, that "the thing I like most about
Americans is that they always do the right thing in the end — they
just like to exhaust all the alternatives first."
He went on to acknowledge that “Russia has come a long
way in the last decade, especially in rebuilding its economy. Russians themselves have done the hard work, but there is no doubt
in my mind that interaction with the West, cooperation between
our NGO's and integration into global economic institutions has
been an important ingredient.”
He stressed that “There are broad areas of common ground
between us, which matter not only to the United States and Russia, but to the interests of the whole world. Nuclear energy is an
obvious example. Working together, we can make rapid
advances in civilian nuclear technology — and, just as importantly, help limit the dangers of the proliferation of nuclear weapons.
No two countries in the world have a greater historical responsibility, or greater capacity to lead in this area, than the United
States and Russia. Whether on North Korea or Iran, we have far
more to gain by collaboration than competition.
“Russia and the United States, Russia and the West, need
each other. That doesn't mean that we won't have differences.
Sometimes, we will. We must deal with them honestly, and plainly. But it would truly be foolish — for both of us — to lose sight of
what we have to gain by working together,” he stated.
There is plenty of room for America in what financial
strategist Kraus calls “a non-ideological and profoundly Russian model” which he proclaims to be a “robust success.”
He affirms that “Russia has already rejoined the ranks of the
middle-income countries and for the foreseeable future will continue to enjoy far and away the fastest growth in both the G8
and the EMEA (Europe Middle East Africa) region. He points

GazProm Headquarters

out that “Russians as a people are now wealthier, more self
assured, and live better than at any time in their history.
That self assurance led to the arms deal with U.S. critic
Chavez of Venezuela this August. Immediately afterwards the
US administration slapped an embargo on two Russian companies, accusing them of aiding Iran’s development of
weapons of mass destruction. The charge was vehemently
denied by both companies – Sukhoi and Rosoborenexport.
Mr. Putin has endorsed an $18 billion, 30-year deal
between Boeing and VSMPO-Avisima, which is being
acquired by Rosoboronexport. Under the deal, Boeing will
buy titanium products from the Russian company, which is the
world’s largest producer of the lightweight durable metal,
much in demand by the aviation construction industry.
So trade goes on and Russian companies are head over
heels in love with public share offerings and the Russian gas
monopoly, Gazprom, is now the world’s third largest company. Gazprom has taken the lead in enforcing market prices
for its gas on former heavily subsidized neighbors such as
Ukraine and Belarussia. Russia is shifting its energy relations
with the CIS to a market base, setting oil and gas supply
prices close to world levels. In some cases, these prices have
been negotiated in tandem with ownership rights to Soviet-era
pipelines. For example, Gazprom threatened to raise gas
prices for Belarus, but then clarified that prices could be lowered if President Alexander Lukashenko agreed to privatize
Beltransgaz (the gas pipeline crossing Belarus to Western
Europe) on advantageous terms for Russia. The “gas war”
between Russia and Ukraine in December and January was
not only a price dispute, but also a conflict over the pipelines
crossing Ukraine.
Energy aside, all the world’s
top automakers seem to be piling
into Russia as they open or
negotiate new plants. They
are joined by international
retailers and consumer
goods companies. With
the exception of a few
ring-fenced strategic
sectors, Russia is now
open for business and
with the sustainable continuing economic boom
few multi-national executives can take the risk
of being questioned by
their boards of directors
on why they are NOT
in Russia.
The Russians want
them, far less for their
capital investment than
for their know-how and
experience.
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The Yukos-Khodorkovsky Affair
John Bonar

Mikhail Khodarkovsky, Russia’s one-time richest
man who socialized with the likes of Bill Gates, has been languishing in a remote Far Eastern jail since October 2005, sentenced for tax evasion. At the time of his arrest, shock waves ran
through the investment community and some 30% was wiped off
the value of the Russian stock exchange. These concerns have
been largely dissipated as more and more people have come to
realize that while there may have been deficiencies in the legal
process, the former oligarch and main shareholder in the
Menatep Group which in turn owned Yukos, is exactly where he
deserves to be.
President Putin told German TV, “It is hard to imagine that
in the Federal Republic of Germany, in three or four years,
people could amass many billions of dollars of personal
funds. If the court decided that these assets were obtained by
illegal means and made a decision, then we abide by the
court’s decision. And this has not stopped the inflow of foreign
investments into our economy.”
Earlier, he told French TV, ”Even those who have amassed
billion-dollar fortunes in the space of just five or six years have
to observe the law. The state is not a nanny. The state is above
all an instrument of enforcement to ensure equal conditions for
all citizens, equal chances to develop and achieve success.
The clan, the so-called oligarchs, is, as we understand it, a

group of people who used the economic and legal transition
period that our country went through to bypass the interests of
our country and the majority of its citizens in order to amass
huge fortunes through illegal means. If this can be proven by a
court of law, then they must bear responsibility for their
actions.”
Eric Kraus, the outspoken author of the Truth and Beauty
(…and Russian Finance) newsletter is far more blunt. He says,
”The Menatep boys were murderous thugs, bent on absolute
domination, and were a real threat to the nascent Russian
recovery (after the 1998 default). Anyone familiar with how
Yukos dealt with obstructive mayors, business rivals, or the
owners of any oil property it happened to covet, will immediately see our point. Certain business rivals of Khodorkovsky
had life spans statistically shorter than their peer group...”
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Bolshoi to Open Season

with Eugene Onegin

Glenn Walters

That supreme classic of Russian opera, Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, is scheduled
to open the Bolshoi Theater’s 231st season on September 1 in a new production staged
by Dmitri Chernyakov, currently the brightest light among the younger generation of
Russian operatic directors.

Chernyakov’s directorial talents first came to the
attention of opera lovers eight years ago with the world premiere in Novosibirsk of Vladimir Kobekin’s opera The Young
David, which went on to gain a Golden Mask award nomination. Two seasons later, Chernyakov was engaged by the Mariinsky Theater in St. Petersburg to stage Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s The Invisible City of Kitezh. That production not only
drew cheers on its home stage, as well as on tour in both
Moscow and New York, but also brought Chernyakov the first of
his three Golden Masks for direction.
In the interim, Chernyakov has staged Mikhail Glinka’s A
Life for the Tsar and Richard Wagner’s Tristan and Isolde for
the Mariinsky, Giuseppe Verdi’s Aida for the Novosibirsk
Theater of Opera and Ballet and a much-admired version of
Igor Stravinsky’s The Rake’s Progress for the Bolshoi. In each
case, he directed the action on stage and designed the production’s decor.
Last December, Chernyakov undertook his first foreign
assignment, a production in Berlin of Modest Mussorgsky’s Boris
Godunov which placed the action in present-day Moscow,
using, among other locales, the Central Telegraph building on
Tverskaya Ulitsa and, in place of the inn on the Lithuanian border, just an ordinary, Moscow-style fast-food kiosk. Although
Berlin audiences greeted the proceedings with a fair number of
boos, critical response was mostly favorable.
Throughout his career in opera, Chernyakov has taken a highly
eclectic approach to matters of time and place. His stagings of The
Rake’s Progress and Tristan and Isolde play out in present-day surroundings and his Aida moves from the land of
the pharaohs to a totalitarian state
closely resembling the
Soviet Union of the
Brezhnev era.
But both The
Invisible

City of Kitez and A Life for the Tsar stay firmly planted, as their
librettos specify, in a Russia of olden times. Whatever path he follows, the point of Chernyakov’s stagings remain the same — to
delve deeply into the opera’s story and to tell it with the utmost clarity. On both counts, he has proved remarkably successful.
Chernyakov’s audacious stagings have understandably
failed to please at least some audience members, not only in
Berlin, but here at home as well, especially among older and
more conservative members of the operatic public. When the
Bolshoi first announced at a press conference last year that he
would take on Eugene Onegin, a lady journalist of advanced
years rose to say, in plaintive tones, “We all know what Dmitri
Chernyakov does to the classics of opera. Will it still be possible
for us to see a normal Eugene Onegin?” A heated discussion
ensued as to the meaning of “normal,” the debate failing to
come to any sort of conclusion.
For a normal Eugene Onegin, the journalist no doubt had in
mind the massive, colorful production by Boris Pokrovsky that
has held the Bolshoi stage for over a thousand performances
since its premiere in 1944. Though Moscow has grown accustomed to Pokrovsky’s version, the approach it takes very much
contradicts what Tchaikovsky himself had in mind.
Tchaikovsky composed Eugene Onegin as an intimate work
for students of the Moscow Conservatory and laid down a strict
set of rules for its performance. “I need,” he wrote, “1) singers of
average quality, but well-schooled and firm-voiced; 2) singers
who can, in addition, act simply but well; 3) a production that is
not luxurious, but conforms strictly to the time in which the action
takes place [the 1820s], with costumes that are absolutely of
that time; and 4) a chorus that acts not like a herd of sheep, as
on the Imperial stages [i.e., the Bolshoi and the Mariinsky], but
takes part in the action.”
Students of the Conservatory gave Eugene Onegin its first
performance at Moscow’s Maly Theater in March 1879. Due to
the opera’s overwhelming success at the premiere – though not
without considerable persuasion, especially by close friend and
Moscow Conservatory founder Nikolai Rubinstein – the composer eventually agreed to expand his score and release it for production at the Bolshoi, where it made its bow in January 1881.
Since then, through seven subsequent productions — including a
second by Pokrovsky that played during the 1990s — Eugene
Onegin has virtually never left the Bolshoi repertoire, chalking
up more than 2,000 performances.
Pokrovsky’s 1944 production of Eugene Onegin was the
first opera Chernyakov ever attended. In the two
decades since, he has seen it at least 30 times, most recently
at a Bolshoi performance last season at the Kremlin Palace.

By Damir Yusupov
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“It was very beautiful, in a Hollywood sort of way,” he said, in a
conversation at the Bolshoi early last month. “But this last time I
was struck by how it all seemed like a ritual. Everything was so
carefully programmed. I’d call it a sort of ‘virtual Onegin’.”
Chernyakov’s version is bound to be quite different. “It definitely won’t be a picture of life in Old Russia,” he said. “In fact,
time and place will be of no importance. I’m taking my inspiration from the films of [Swedish director] Ingmar Bergman, with a
focus on the characters and their inner psychological lives, as
well as on shifts in the drama between reality and illusion. The
action is going to stress freedom and spontaneity.”
To carry out his concept of the opera, the Bolshoi is providing
several casts of suitably young singers for the roles of Onegin,
Lensky, Tatyana and Olga, some of them brought in from elsewhere as guest soloists.
For those who may miss the initial performances of
Chernyakov’s Eugene Onegin on the first four days of this
month, there will be more performances scheduled during the
season, with the next performances in November.
In the past, Chernyakov has combined his work in opera with
stints of directing spoken drama. Indeed, two years ago, when
he received a Golden Mask for directing The Rake’s Progress,
his production at Novosibirsk’s Globus Theater of the 18th-century French playwright Pierre Marivaux’s La Double Inconstance

also garnered a Golden Mask. Back then, the director declared
an intention to divide his time more or less equally between
opera and spoken drama. But in the meantime, he has had a
change of heart. “I mostly want to do opera,” he told me, and
added, with special emphasis - “Russian opera”.
And Russian opera it will be when Chernyakov takes on his
next two assignments. In March 2007, he directs Mussorgsky’s
Khovanshchina at Munich’s Bavarian State Opera, and later
next year he returns to Berlin to stage Sergei Prokofiev’s The
Gambler. At this rate, it may not be very many more seasons
before Chernyakov has applied his touch to nearly all of the
standard Russian operatic repertoire.
Given the limitations imposed by restoration work on the Bolshoi’s main premises, and particularly a severe reduction in rehearsal space, the theater has only one more operatic premiere on its
books for the current season; a new production of Boris Godunov,
scheduled for next April and due to mark the first venture into live
theater by noted film director Alexander Sokurov.
For the Bolshoi Theater performance schedule
and ticket information, in both Russian and English,
consult www.bolshoi.ru.
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Art and Cars in synergy
Sophie Larder

Walking into the Citroen car showroom can be a disconcerting experience for those not briefed
in the most innovative new partnership in Moscow today. The cars, as expected, are new and
shining examples of the cutting edge of car design. Yet they are by no means the main attraction
of the single white room. Breathtakingly original modern art hangs on the walls. The Art-Salon is
the brainchild of Sergei Nichiporenko, the Citroen dealer’s VP marketing, who in conjunction
with the ASTI Gallery of Moscow has brought this new concept to life.

Natella Voyiskunskaya, Art manager of the ASTI
explains how the cars themselves bring movement to the static
nature of the paintings. In turn the paintings complement and
enhance the artistry of the car design on show as they become
installation pieces in their own right. The next exhibition, even
more daring, will cover the showroom and the cars themselves
with photographs printed in metal. Natella hopes that this continuing project will provide a new stage for her artists, and in turn
breathe new life into the way people perceive modern art.
Oleg Safronoff, the artist whose creations adorn the walls, presides over the showroom. He was born in 1955 in Moscow. To
date more than two hundred and fifty of his works reside in museums, corporate and private collections from Spain to Japan, as
well as in his native land. Safronoff’s pictures span a wide range of
genres and are realized through his imaginative use of a spectrum
of artistic techniques. They range from the classic ‘oil on canvas’ of
the masters to glorious use of mixed media, most strikingly realized
in gold in his works at Citroen ‘cosmos’, and both of the ‘decorative motif’ images. Representative of Safronov’s ‘Ornamental’ period of work, the Italian relief paint conjures up images of glowing
Orthodox Icons, and seem to shimmer as the light catches the
gold and silver, reflected in the shining metalwork of the cars.
They contrast sharply on the salon walls with the peace of the
landscape painting. Both the paintings, Summer Landscape and
Winter Landscape, Safronoff tells me, were inspired by his experiences of the arrival in Spain after a Moscow winter. Abstract
and simple in form, using only the spheres of water, cliff and sky
yet with Dali-esque vibrancy of colour they hang in between the
Italian gold relief and seem to represent the sublime stillness of a
single space in time.
Safronoff himself is fascinating both as an artist and person.
When talking to him you get the sense of an individual not will30
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ing to fit into a box. Each painting is a signpost to a memory or
a feeling. Early religious influences, that Safronoff explains came
from his babushka and dedushka,, are encapsulated in the
iconography of painting such as the Black Madonna. The
abstract Ascension with its overtly Christian message hangs
opposite the ornamental Cosmos, Safronoff’s musing on Buddhist ideas of reincarnation. The ancient world is represented
with the relief Babylon and his Lion creations could be mosaics
taken from a floor in the Roman Empire. Safronov’s work has
taken him from Israel, with his abstract representation of the
streets of Jerusalem in City to a Serbia recovering from the aftermath of the war. In the Museum of Contempory Art in Belgrade
his Orthodox Triptych Old Russia stands on display, a gesture of
solidarity between two nationalities closely tied by religion and
yet another piece in the jigsaw that is Safronoff’s personality.
As an artist he is daring in the wide range of techniques he
has used. In the ASTI gallery his creations hang side by side, one
an abstract landscape given a mirage — like sense of mist by
using thin layers of natural tones; the next a simple colour pencil
drawing of the leaves of an orange tree in Barcelona. Natella
explains this recurring theme as a method of drawing people
deeper into the eternal dialogue that occurs between the artist
and the viewer. When they see two completely contrasting paintings and then the realization dawns that they are in fact both
creations of the same person, they look deeper into the recurring
themes beyond the outward differences. “Even those in Moscow
who know and admire Safronoff’s work have told me the exhibition made them see him in a completely new light,”Natella
proudly admits. Whether the new marketing direction has the
same effect on Citroen’s car sales remains to be seen. Nevertheless, it can’t be disputed that prospective customers are being
given the opportunity to see the artistry of car design through a
new and most original perspective.
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Russian Art

End of the 19th —
Begining of the 20th Century
Continued from August

The peasant theme prevailed in the work of
Sergei Korovin (1858-1908). The subject of the painting Village Meeting (1883-1893) was suggested to Korovin by the
new relationships that resulted from the social differentiation of
the village community. The villagers gathered to investigate the
case of a poor peasant versus a kulak. The drama of the situation is stressed by the psychological contrast between the two
main characters – the despair of the poor peasant, and the insolent and arrogant humor of his opponent. None of the villagers
dares to stand up for justice and wrong triumphs over right.
Korovin did not flinch from showing the grim truth of life in his
pictures and that was one of his strongest points.

Victor Borisov-Musatov “Emerald Necklace”
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By Olga Slobodkina-von Bromssen
Among the numerous pictures painted with a passionate,
sweeping brush by Abram Arkhipov (1862-1930), Laundresses stands apart (end of the1890’s). The daily grind in the dark
basement where the dim light from the small window barely trickles through the clouds of steam is rendered in a tragic key.
Historical genre painting was very popular at the time,
and some of the best were produced by Andrey Ryabushkin
(1861-1904). He came from a family of serf icon painters, and
had a passion for the bright clear colors of Russian folk art. He
was also exposed to the influence of ancient Russian monumental painting whose decorative qualities won his greatest admiration. Ryabushkin’s earliest works were devoted to the life of contemporary peasantry, and later he chose scenes from 17th century Moscow for his primary subjects. For all the authenticity of
the episode, his picture A Wedding Procession in Moscow, Late
17th Century (1901) is perceived as a dream world of harmony
and beauty, complete with the festive, picturesque covered
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sleighs, dress, and all that was typical of Russia in
the pre-Peter the Great epoch. The solitary figure of
the girl in the foreground brings a note of sadness
into the joyful picture. The excitement of the scene is
contrasted with the peace and quiet of the springtime landscape at the hour before twilight when the
stoves are lit and smoke trails from the chimneys.
Victor Borisov-Musatov (1870-1905)
whose work belongs at the summit of Russian art at
the turn of the century, created a poetic world of
inspired, sublime images. In his earliest paintings he
developed the lyrical line in Russian landscape. Later,
the influence of the French Impressionists enriched his
quest, but it did not become the determining factor in
his mature work.
He painted some of his best pictures in the
first years of this century: Tapestry, Pool, Ghosts
and Emerald Necklace. These elegiac images of
the past, so different from the prose of modern
times, are not identifiable with any particular historical epoch. The motif of Man and Nature is interpreted as a musical consonance and is permeated
with a mood of inner significance.
Borisov-Musatov’s Pool (1902) is constructed
on the principle of a decorative panel. The perfectly
balanced composition, the softness of the large areas
of color with inner shadings, blending into one general bluish hue, with the flowing rhythm of the lines –
everything conjures up the impression that one is hearing music. The actual beauty of life and a dream of
beauty are merged into one, and by “changing” the
world according to his own poetic fantasy, BorisovMusatov creates an image of sublime beauty and
harmony.
At the end of the 1880’s, a group of young St.
Petersburg painters, joined by several Muscovites, set
up a new association of artists, called The World of
Art. They published their aesthetic program in a magazine of the same name and organized regular exhibitions of the members’ works. Soon the Association
won the support of a number of Russia’s biggest artists. In their theoretical views and practice the members of the Association were united by their striving for greater artistry and higher professional skills
and by their rejection of featureless
modern stereotypes, and their loathing of a certain philistinism.
With their acute awareness of the disharmony in their contemporary world, these artists offered instead their romantic
dream of a world transformed and perfected by beauty. Finding
an example of an integral vision of the world in the classical
images of beauty, they passionately popularized the culture of
past centuries. At the same time they wanted to build up their
own sophisticated culture with a poetically refined modern idiom
that would be capable of expressing their quest for the unmistakably individual characteristics in man and his surrounding world
– landscape, architecture, everyday objects and art. They countered not just the stereotypes of academism, but also the naturalistic tendencies of the later peredvizhniki (traveling artists), giving their due, however, to the masterpieces of Repin, Surikov
and other great masters. As for The World of Art members themselves, most of them excelled in drawing, in small intimate paintings, and in stage scenery.
The Association made a valuable contribution to Russian culture in that it was instrumental in raising the standards of professional
skills and extending the relations between Russian and European
art. It brought new blood into the art of scenic painting and drawing, and book designing in particular. By popularizing the gems of

Andrey Ryabushkin “A Wedding Procession in Moscow”
Alexander Benois “The King’s Promenade”

Russian 18th and early 19th century art, an epoch that The World
of Art people characterized The Paradise Lost.
Alexander Benois (1870-1960), a painter, etcher, master of stage decor, and a prominent historian and critic of art,
was the Association’s main ideologist. One of his best works is
the small picture The King’s Promenade (1906) from a large
cycle on the theme of Versailles in the reign of Louis XIV. With his
romantic and poignant feeling for the transparent beauty of an
ancient park on an autumn evening, Benois imaginatively peoples it with the shadows of the past. The royal procession with its
elegantly unhurried rhythms and fanciful graceful silhouettes,
resembling the elaborate linear arabesque of the late baroque,
seems to be moving across the stage. As a faintly ironic contrast
to these stiff, haughty figures, Benois plays up the liveliness of the
bronze little boys in the fountain group. The image created by
Benois is complex in mood: although there is a hint of sadness in
it for the transience of human life. It affirms the greatness of
human genius embodied in works of art that live for centuries.
To be continued in the next issue
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Taking the Children Home
Sophie Larder

At the age of eight Anna, a disturbed and angry child, was abandoned by her mother at
the local authority shelter. It was the final straw in a long line of damaging experiences
that led to the intervention of the charity EveryChild in both the mother and child’s lives.

Anna had been living with her mother Natalya in
one room of a three bedroom apartment in Ekaterinburg when their
lives begand to unravel. First Anna’s father deserted the family, and
when the money began to run out, their landlord attempted to evict
them. A second marriage and Natalya’s subsequent pregnancy
only served to make family life more difficult for the already deeply
disturbed and confused little girl. Natalya was unable to cope with
her daughter’s increasingly erratic behaviour and, at the end of her
tether, placed her in the care of local authorities. This sad story was
brought to the attention of EveryChild, who in conjunction with the
district’s Centre for Social Assistance, brought Anna back home to
her mother. The family was given practical help in the form of financial support, clothing and food. Anna was counseled and supported by the staff of EveryChild. Within a short time, social workers
dealing with the case were astounded by the change in Anna, who
was playing happily at home with her mother and new little brother.
Stable family life proved elusive for
Natalya and trouble returned with a
vengeance as her second husband
walked out on her and two small
children leaving them in a squalid
room with debts mounting and
seemingly no way out. But this time,
with the support of social workers,
Natalya survived and rode out the
money crisis by finding a job as a
school custodian and managing to
make improvements to their one
small room. Due to the intervention
of the lawyer at the Center for
Social Assistance, the family finally
gained rightful ownership of their
room and with it a chance for stability and security. Anna’s disturbed
and unhappy childhood seems a
million miles away as she settles into
life at secondary school, achieving
such good marks that one day she
hopes to become a teacher. The
future seems bright and, perhaps
more importantly for this optimistic
little family, very stable.
Anna’s story highlights the fundamental principles that EveryChild,
a British-based international children’s charity, is trying to spread
in Russia. It is a simple idea,
underlined a million times over by
the harrowing stories of the “graduates” of children’s institutions
34

PASSPORT SEPTEMBER 2006

whose childhood and often whole life is overshadowed by the
damage they suffered in these institutions. The simple idea is that
family-based care is far superior to anything the State has to
offer. First and most importantly for the child, is to feel loved and
cherished at this early stage of life. Children, innocent victims of
circumstances beyond their control or comprehension, will
always suffer emotionally, mentally, educationally and even
physically, from institutional life. The scars they bear from institutional care can carry into adulthood. Grim statistics of adults who
have been institutionalized in childhood show how society can
benefit from moving away from institutional care of children.
Prisons are filled with criminals whose unhappy childhoods in
institutions offered them no other choice in life.
On a practical level, supporting families to help them to keep
their children at home is significantly cheaper than the cost of funding institutional care. When the biological parents cannot provide a
safe and secure home for a child,
relations such as aunts, uncles or
grandparents sometimes can. When
even this is not possible, foster-parenting is increasingly being explored as
a viable and preferable option to
institutions. The key message of
EveryChild is that only family-based
care can give the child the individual
attention and secure attachment to a
caring adult he or she needs to thrive,
grow and develop fully.
This message is especially relevant and increasingly needed in Russia today. The harsh reality of statistics show what an important issue and
long term problem EveryChild is up
against; 716,000 children are currently institutionalized in Russia.
EveryChild’s research shows that only
1-2% of children in so called
“orphanages” in Russia actually have
no parents. These children have been
institutionalized because their parents
have been forced to give them up,
unable to bring up their own child
due to economic or social pressures.
Anna’s story illustrates how easily circumstances can lead to this drastic
measure.
EveryChild is attempting to show
how if these families are supported
through the crisis, whether it be debt,
unemployment, homelessness or sim-
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ply the breakdown of the family unit through divorce or bereavement, they can ride out the storm together and the children will not
end up parentless and adrift in the dark world of children’s homes. It
makes for a happier ending all around if the family emerges from
the crisis intact.
EveryChild is working at every level to speed up social
reforms. At the grassroots level they identify and help families in
danger of losing their children by training social workers who
can then in turn support the families through whatever crisis they
are facing. It supports fostering schemes in Ekaterinburg and St.
Petersburg which recruit, prepare and train volunteers to offer the
individual care every child needs to feel secure and develop to
his or her full potential.
At the other end of the scale, EveryChild is working at the
governmental level, lobbying to place children already in
orphanages with foster families. It is preferable that the child is
reunited with his or her natural parents. If this is impossible then
relatives or foster families can provide a brighter future than an
impersonal government institution, where a child with individual
emotional needs becomes a mere number. An institutionalized
child has become a byword for a damaged child.
In 2005, EveryChild shot a documentary film in a Russian
baby home over the period of a year. “The Way Home”
(Дорога домой) charts the stories of four young children who
had been placed in a baby home for different reasons. Three of
them had at least one parent living locally. The film is hard hitting
and emotive. The mothers’ voices feature strongly, telling of the
chain of events that forced them to abandon their babies, and
then why and how they reconsidered their difficult decision and
eventually brought the children home, all except for one little girl
who was eventually adopted.
This film was created as a sequel to a British film called John.
Shot in the 1970’s the film documented a child’s distress and
developmental backsliding when he was placed in a governmental institution for a short time during the period of the birth of
a sibling. John was a key voice in the mounting research that
showed how much children are damaged by institutional life. It
helped to change attitudes towards governmental care in Britain.
Today the basis of government childcare is far removed from the
70’s. Family-based care has long been seen as the best option

for parentless children and those adrift. Now EveryChild is hoping that “The Way Home”, through the truth of its message,
showing the damaging consequences of children without a significant relationship with a parent figure, can similarly help to
give Russian institutionalized children a brighter future. John, the
little boy of the British film who is now middle aged, can hand
the baton of responsibility to Ivan or Vanya in the Russian film.
The film is just one of many ways EveryChild is working to
change society’s attitude and bring this long term problem to the
forefront of public consciousness. On June 1, International Day
of the Child, EveryChild launched their text messaging campaign
supported by Plastic Media, one of Russia’s leading content and
service provider companies. It is the first time a children’s charity
in Russia has used mobile phone technology to spread their message over the vast country. By simply texting “7я” or “7ya” or
“family” to the numbers 7090 or 7250, you can contribute to
the process of reuniting children from Russian orphanages and
homes with their parents and help children from vulnerable
groups of the population remain with their families. You could
make a donation in return for funny pictures featuring children
and a ringtone of happy baby laughter. EveryChild can use part
of the cost of each SMS message to support these vulnerable
children and give them the chance of a happier future.
EveryChild will follow up your support, texting out information
about their activities, programs and how the donations have
been spent. The message, helped on its way by interviews on
Russian radio stations and press releases in English and Russian,
is spreading fast. The message that EveryChild is spreading in
Russia is fundamental and true, and one that society has ignored
for too long and at great cost.
The message is that every child deserves a childhood.
To find out more and get involved in EveryChild’s activities contact:
Kit Lawry, Moscow Coordinator (International) EveryChild Russia
Tel: 8 903 592 8852 kit.lawry@atlan-tv.ru
Olga Mironova, Moscow Coordinator (Russian) EveryChild Russia
Tel: 8 915 339 3392 o.mironova@mail.ru
Web: www.everychild.org.uk
The film “The Way Home” will be shown at the British
Embassy in Moscow in October 2006
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Free Spirits Cycling
Round the World!
Marina Sinitsyna

Free spirits and fantastic human beings, Richard Ferge who is French, and Stani Martinkova,
who is English, are on the second leg of a world bicycle tour. Having covered Europe (and
most likely Russia once this article appears), they are planning to pedal through Asia,
Oceania, and finally Africa. By the time they head for home, they will have covered over
60,000 km in 6 years. The first leg was across the Americas, starting from Anchorage in
September 1996. When they ended the tour in Ushuaia in April 2000, they decided they
wanted to see the rest of the world. After five years of toiling off saddle – Richard is a
sommelier while Stani is a financial coordinator for charity groups – they saved enough to
hit the road again. Stani and Richard travel with a peace flag on poles attached to their bikes
and a message of peace in their hearts. Along the way they visit charity projects they are
supporting on their website. On a six-day stop in Moscow before setting off for Siberia, the
two sat for a chat (and a good laugh) with Passport; Richard arrived late because he had to
fix his bike (“Can’t do anything when my baby’s not feeling well”)!
How did you decide to go on that first trip to the
Americas?
Stani: That first trip was my idea. I’d already cycled in
Colombia and Cuba. I really loved the Latin thing. As a child, I’d
wanted to go to Peru. When I was in Colombia I’d met some
guys who’d been traveling down. One of them was British and
he just raved about Central America. And of course I’d always
wanted to go to Tierra del Fuego and Alaska. All these things I
wanted to do. It simply happened I was at a bookstore at Christmas in London and they had a 3D topographical map of the
world, not the hologram or anything, just a relief. I looked at this
and it was the first time it really sort of clicked in my mind that the
Rockies, the Andes and Sierra Nevada – they are all one great
moutain range. I just thought, “Wow, wouldn’t it be fun to cycle
all the way down that range of mountains from top to bottom?”
How did you talk Richard into this?
Stani: [When] we had been probably dating for four or five
months, I said to him, “I’m doing this Americas trip.” He thought I
was cycling across the States, west-east. He was like, “I can wait
for six months, its not a problem!” At this party my friends [asked
him], “Don’t you know Stani’s going for two and a half years?”
Richard said, “What do you mean?” I said, “Well, how long do
you think it’s going to take me to get across the Americas?” He
36
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acted very strangely that night because he just had this thing
dropped on him. [After] a couple of days thinking about it, he
came to me: “Look, if I sell everything I have,can I come with
you?” I didn’t [have to convince him].
How long did it take you to prepare?
Stani: I’m so disorganized, there’s no preparation with me.
One thing we argue about is that Richard likes to have a plan,
he likes to know where he’s going to be in three months, what he
needs to get back. Me, I don’t even know what I’ll do tomorrow.
When we arrived in Alaska, he said, “Where are we going?” I
was like, “I don’t know. We gotta go find a map.” [laughs]
Did you meet any dangers on the way?
Stani: This is the question everybody wants to know! No,
we’ve been incredibly lucky. I have friends who have been
robbed, got into crossfire, had their bikes stolen, etc. And
please, please touch every piece of wood that it would never
happen to us! The worst thing for me was in Oregon where we
got chased by a woman with a gun [after we inadvertently trespassed on her land]. We heard all sorts of stories getting closer
to the Costa Rican border, that everybody kept getting robbed
or mugged. But when you’re traveling through the countryside on
a bike people tend to think more in a human way towards you.

Was it hard to make contact with locals in Central
America?
Stani: In places like Guatemala it takes time to really develop
a relationship with people because they still have a lot of stories
going around of white people coming to steal their children.
There’s a lot of hostility. When as a cyclist you turn up you’re
always tired, you’re always hungry and the last thing you want
to do is make the effort to be nice to somebody, especially when
they’re not particularly nice to you. Once you break that barrier,
those people, they just grab your heart. It takes a lot of effort. But
you have to also remember that you’re not the first, nor even the
last, person coming through and your behavior will influence the
reception for the next person. That’s a great responsibility.

The Guatemalan Civil War was over at the time, but
you also passed through Chiapas and FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) territory. How did
you manage going through these conflict areas?
Stani: We were warned about certain areas and several
times we got stopped by the police and hassled mostly. We definitely met some people from [Chiapas rebel leader Subcomandante] Marcos’ army because they were walking with guns
around local farmers. But we didn’t personally see any conflict
or anything like that. [In Colombia] we kept asking people, ‘Is it
safe?’ People seemed to know what was going on: ‘Yes, you can
pass today but you can’t pass tomorrow.’
How did the idea to visit UNESCO World Heritage Sites
come about?
Stani: The original idea was to try and see as many as possible. It actually made sense because supposedly these are the
most beautiful, most important places on the planet. So we
decided to use a [GEO map of UNESCO sites] as a vague route
plan. We actually even considered raising money for UNESCO
but then we decided not to. My experience is that the bigger the
organization, unless you’re bringing in huge amounts of money,
they don’t really appreciate it. It’s much better off helping smaller
projects. I also found out that every year UNESCO meets up and
adds more places. So I was like, ‘This is an endless journey!’
Richard: Stani’s finger is like, ‘Oh, we’re here, [swivels finger
in the air before landing randomly at some point in the map] oh,
it’s lovely there. Let’s go there!’ Forget that there are 4,000 km to
get there. And it’s me who has to think of all the planning.
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Has your work with charity influenced the trip in
any way?
Stani: Definitely the idea to cycle was originally pure selfinterest. But the main thing Richard speaks about – and one more
reason why we’d like to speak in schools – is he’s basically trying to send a message of hope around.
Richard: The way I address people, I say, I'm on a bicycle – a
vehicle of peace. It's good for you, you get exercise. If you exercise, it makes you drink water. Water…is good for your body. While
cycling you think. You think about all your relatives, family, and the
friends you met on the road. And it's good for the environment.
Stani: It’s like Jeremy Gilley who did Peace One Day. I think
it was in 1999 when he came up with the idea. He actually got
the UN to pass a resolution, about two years ago, agreeing that
this is a day of peace – September 21. He’s got a website
called www.peaceoneday.org. There’s no one yet in Russia
who’s pledged to have peace on that day! It can be huge or it
can be tiny. It’s just that you have to have the concept that this
day is sacred and you will have peace on that day. Even just to
think about it is a great thing. It’s a step forward.
What are your first general impressions about Russia?
Richard: I was expecting more poverty. In the old times the
idea was to have food for everybody. Now there’s a huge gap.
So I was expecting very poor [people] like in Central America or
South Africa where some almost have no clothes. Here for sure
they have clothes because of winter! [laughs]

Stani: Everybody we’ve met has been much nicer than I
expected. We had such horror stories about the police and
the customs, and when we crossed the border [we thought] it
would be a nightmare. [Instead] we had the sweetest little
lady who came over. The minute she realized we didn’t speak
a word of Russian she said, “Go sit here!” We were like, “Oh
no, what is going to happen?” There was a queue, she held
up the queue, she sat down with us, went through our cards,
helped us fill it all in. She was so patient and so sweet! So that
was our introduction to Russia.
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Nizhny Novgorod in a Day
Piers Gladstone

The challenge was simple, and set by the airline S7
(formerly Sibir) – an online special of a one day roundtrip for “business travellers” from Moscow to Nizhny Novgorod, Russia’s third
largest city. Fly in the morning and return in the evening. All for a
grand total of a little less than $80.00 including taxes.
Check-in was swift and we settled into one of Domodedovo’s
many coffee shops to wait for our flight to be called. An announcement is made – our flight will be delayed for one hour. We will lose
more than 10% of our time in the city, but this gives us time to formulate a simple plan – get to the Kremlin, spend some time walking
around it, find some lunch by the banks of the Volga, an afternoon
of walking the streets of the city, perhaps taking in a church or a
museum, before getting ourselves back to the airport by 7:30pm.
I realize we are somewhat underdressed as we climb aboard
the bus that will take us to our “comfortable and reliable Boeing
737” that S7’s website proudly states will be our mode of transport. All around us are men in suits, many with mobile phones
clamped to their ears. The doors close and we trundle off towards
our plane. After a minute the bus comes to a halt alongside a small
and old jet with oversized porthole windows. Transtatar is emblazoned on its fuselage. Its nose is glass, presumably for a navigator,
rather like the bombers I used to watch in war movies as a kid.
While I am wondering whether I would be happy to fly in such an
aeronautical museum piece, the front door of the bus opens and a
flight attendant steps out with a clipboard. My heart skips a beat,
but the other doors do not open. “She’s just having a quick chat
with a friend,” I tell myself. But with a hydraulic hiss the doors in
front of me open. It seems that the comfortable and reliable 737
will not be in service today as we climb aboard a Tupolev 134.
“Next time we’ll drive,” one passenger reassures his wife as we
take our seats in the Tupolev (manufactured between 1966 and
1984 I later discover). “I hope this is not going to be my last flight,”
my friend says in all seriousness to me, echoing my exact thoughts.
I reach for the dog-eared safety instructions in front of me; “Our
plane is fitted out with modern and reliable equipment, which guarantees a safe many-hour-long flight. It is hardly probable that you
will need the on-board emergency equipment.” Like the man’s
wife in front of me, I am not reassured. There is no safety demon-
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stration by the air hostess and as we gather speed, I resolve to try
and sleep so as not to be conscious of any disaster.
An hour and a half later and we are trundling towards town in
a marshrutka (mini-bus), asking the air hostess who is also heading
into town what was wrong with the 737. “Oh it is normal,” she
explains, “We do not use it if there are not so many passengers. But
don’t worry; we will be using the Boeing to return tonight.”
The marshrutka drops us off at a bus stop twenty minutes later
and the driver tells us which bus to take to get to the Kremlin. The
lady who gets off the bus with us kindly tells us not to take his
advice, but to take either number 20, 40 or 140 because although
longer, the route takes us along the river and is much prettier. We
immediately like this Nizhny Novgorod.
A succession of stubby little buses chug along the road, and
after a few minutes we spot the 140. The bus stops every two minutes and the journey takes 40 minutes, costing 8 rubles. The immediate impression I get is one of provinciality; from the dress of the
young people to the cars on the streets. Gone are the blacked out
Mercedes, BMWs and Audis of Moscow, and in their place teem
mostly Russian cars. But then, Nizhny Novgorod is at the heart of the
Russian car industry, home to GAZ, the manufacturer of the Volga.
The suburbs seem to go on for miles as we trundle down wide
avenues, lined with trees and Soviet tower blocks. We pass the
headquarters of GAZ, one of their older models sitting atop a plinth.
We chug along the banks of the Okra River towards the confluence
with the Volga River and Kanavinsky Most, the bridge that will take
us over to where the12 meter high Kremlin walls can be seen, dominating the city. A large statue of Lenin, his arm outstretched in what
seems to be a gesture of welcome, slips past the window.
Once inside the Kremlin’s 14th century walls, we stop briefly
to watch children clambering on a collection of military equipment, and then head straight across to the other side of the
Kremlin to see the view, passing an old woman picking dandelions which she puts in carrier bags. As we get closer to the view
(and the river), so the number of flies increases. In the foreground the majestic Volga moves impassively, a large barge
slowly making its way downstream. Beyond the river lies a great
expanse of green that continues as far as the eye can see. To
our left is the confluence of the two rivers and the docks and
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warehouses of Nizhny Novgorod, the combination of which
made this city the powerful trading center that it is.
The flies start to bite, so we decide to move on. Conscious that
lunchtime is fast approaching we make a swift visit to the 17th century Cathedral of the Archangel Michael before watching four army
cadets (two male and two female) goose-step to the somewhat
futuristic monument to the heroes of the Great Patriotic War, where
they lay carnations by the eternal flame. They then stand facing
each other, the girls trying desperately to keep straight faces and
not to giggle. I try my best to encourage them.
At Alexandrovsky Gardens, we lunch on shashlik and salad
while the flies feast on us. A young boy sits on a bench overlooking
the river with his grandfather who dotingly unwraps the child’s ice

cream and holds it while the child devours it. All the while Radio
Maximum blares out at maximum volume from the speakers of a
nearby kiosk that have been attached to the trees on either side.
We walk off our lunch by strolling along the promenade overlooking the Volga, passing groups of teenagers sitting in the sun,
chatting, with beers in hands. A strange collection of impressive
buildings line this street; a neo-classical Roman temple, a baroque
mansion and the ubiquitous wedding cake affair. Two old women in
berets pass by, chatting animatedly, wrapped up in their coats even
though it is 25 degrees. Below us is a lagoon with a water park
with cocktail-stick parasols neatly interspersed along its beaches.

On arriving at Bolshaya Pokrovskaya ulitsa (the city’s main
street that has been transformed into a pedestrian mall), we immediately duck through an interesting looking alley that leads to a courtyard full of market stalls. Brightly coloured pyramids of fruit and
vegetables sit alongside dried fish, flowers and nearby, a seed
seller, her packets of seeds neatly filed like library cards awaits customers. The courtyard and its produce are a long way away from
the relative sophistication of the likes of Mango and Hugo Boss, 10
meters away on the charming pastel colored Bolshaya
Pokrovskaya.
Deep resonant rumbles of thunder greet us as we emerge back
on Bolshaya Pokrovskaya. An ominous mass of dark colored clouds
are amassing, and although we are still bathed in sunshine, large
drops of rain start to fall. Souvenir sellers scurry around their stalls,
draping plastic sheets over their wares. We head for shelter at the
nearest restaurant, taking a table and coffee under an awning by
the side of the street. To our left, a large bearded man is contentedly
eating a plate of ribs and prunes while reading his paper, washing
his lunch down with vodka, wine and beer. We giggle – a real
business lunch! He spots my guidebook and asks in perfect English
which edition it is before joining us.
Steffan is in fact a Swede who has been coming to Russia
since the sixties, writes a weekly column on Russia for a Swedish
newspaper and is currently in Russia doing a lecture tour of various cities. He delights us with stories of his marriage to his Russian wife and about his conversations with the dissident nuclear
physicist Andrey Sakharov, who was exiled here in Nizhny Novgorod in the 1980s when it was still a closed city. “He was ethnocentric,” Steffan states emphatically. “He told me that the
powers that be had let it be known to him that the leftist movement of the time in the West was created by the Kremlin,” he
adds with a chuckle. Steffan agrees that we do not have time to
visit the museum dedicated to Sakharov because it is too far out
of town, but recommends that we return to see it. We extricate
ourselves because time is ticking away and I want to visit
Stroganov Church, purely because its name tickles my fancy.
We make our way along a short section of Ulitsa Maslyakova,
a main artery, the cars driving at a more sensible speed with less
use of horns than in Moscow. I realize that people do not use private cars as taxis here, but use the plentiful trams. We leave the traffic and wind our way through back streets of wooden houses and
through a complex of 1960s apartment blocks. At each doorway,
rough hewn benches have been placed, some of which are occupied by old people who look at us inquisitively as we pass by.
We make our way along a series of tracks on the hill behind
Stroganov Church, which I am delighted to find is similar to St.
Basil’s in Moscow, complete with multi-coloured and gold domes
that glint in the late afternoon sun. We wind our way down, passing
a young girl standing by her easel sketching the church on the canvas in front of her.
The church is closed so we decide to cross the Okra River to the
other half of Nizhny Novgorod by walking across Kanavinksy
Most, before finding a cab to take us back to the airport. The sky
looks dangerously broody and the wind is picking up. Two women
hurry past us with their shopping bags. It’s going to rain, but we
decide to risk it and walk across the bridge.
I look over the side of the bridge and notice a man fishing with
a Chinese style net, dragging it and then hauling it up, empty. The
wind picks up and strong eddies start to swirl in the river. The old
cranes on the docks on the far side of the river stand forlornly like
fingers broken at the knuckle. The bridge further downstream has
entirely disappeared, with just its stanchions remaining.
As we get close to the halfway mark on the bridge, the
heavens open. We are soaked to the skin by a monsoon-like
deluge in two minutes, despite the fact that we have umbrellas. The streets turn to rivers, and the prospect of another six
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hours of being in wet clothes inspires us on a hunt for cheap
clothing. As we near a department store, the sun comes out
and I stop to look back at where we have come from. On the
other side of the river a magnificent rainbow starts at the white
walls of the13th century Annunciation Monastery, arches over
the city and ends at the Kremlin.
I am very keen to replace my sodden clothes with an authentically fake Adidas tracksuit, but am foiled by real labels and proper

Nizhny Novgorod: Practical Information
HOTELS
Hotel Volzhsky Otlas
Address: Verkhne-Volzhskaya nab. 2a
Tel: +7 (8312) 39 19 51 Fax: 19 48 94
Prices: R315/210 (with/without bathroom) – R1050 (Overlooking
Volga)
Hotel Tsentralnaya
Address: Ulitsa Sovertskaya 12
Tel: +7 (8312) 77 55 00 Fax 77 55 1000
Prices: R 700/1000
Hotel Oktyabrskaya
Address: Verkhne-Volzhskaya 9.A.
Tel: +7 (8312) 32 06 70 Fax: 32 05 50
Email:oktbr@kis.ru
Prices: Single/Double with breakfast: R1700/2000
Hotel Volna
Address: Ulitsa Lenina 98 www.volna.nnov.ru
Prices: Single/Double with breakfast: US$ 120/180
CONTACTS
Sibair
Address: Ulitsa Alekseevskaya 16. Office hours 9-19 (Mon-Fri), 1018 (Sat/Sun)Tel: +7 (8312) 33 87 39 Fax: +7 (8312) 75 99 89
Aeroflot
Address: Ploshad Gorkogo 6, Office hours 9-18, Closed Sat/Sun
Tel: +7 (8312) 34 40 40 Fax: +7 (8312) 34 41 88
Email: goitosu@aeroflot.ru
DHL
Address: Oktyabrskaya Ploshad 1, Office 102
Tel: +7 (8312) 60 30 05
Alpha Bank
Address: Ulitsa Semashko 9, Open 8am – 8pm Mon-Fri (Handles
cash advances and has an ATM)
Central Post Office
Address: Ploshad Gorkogo (Open 24 hours)
Internet Sitek
Address: Ulitsa Sovetskaya 12 (8th floor of Hotel Tsentralnaya)
(Open 24 hours) Tel: +7 (8312) 77 58 44
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prices. We give up on our quest for a change of clothes and sit in
the early evening sun, drying off by Lenin’s statue while steam rises
from the pavement.
For 500 rubles we ride in a Volga back to the airport where the
promised Boeing 737 does await us. On the short flight back to
Moscow we resolve to make use of S7’s other special offer day trip
for business travellers, and fly to Kazan for the day. With a ticket
price of 1,300 rubles plus taxes, how can we resist?
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Radisson Slavyanskaya
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Starting Your Own Business in Russia:
Off-the-Shelf Company vs.
Incorporating a Company From Scratch
It is possible to start a business in Russia by buying an off-the-shelf company instead of
trying to incorporate a company from scratch but whether or not this is the best way,
Timur Beslangurov explores below.
OFF-THE-SHELF COMPANY: PROS AND CONS
What is an off-the-shelf company in Russia? This type of company is usually a Limited Liability (OOO) or Private (Closed) Joint
Stock Company (ZAO) that already exists and ready to be sold
to a needy businessperson. This means that the company has
founders, a general director, and has a registered (legal)
address. And it has submitted statutory accounting and tax
reporting during the entire period of its activity.
The founder of an off-the-shelf company may be an individual or a legal entity or both. Therefore you will have to buy this
company from its founders by entering into a share (stock) purchase agreement. After the agreement is signed, you will have to
make amendments to the by-laws of the company and inform
the tax authorities about the relevant changes. If you do not
wholly buy the company – you do not formally own the company and you are not entitled to operate or manage the company
or receive dividends. There is no such thing as a “beneficial
owner” in Russia as in other countries.
The General Director of an off-the-shelf company is usually
one individual. Again, Russian legislation does not recognize
such a thing as a Nominal Director, as other countries do. This
means that the Director of an off-the-shelf company is, on the
one hand, fully liable for the activity of the company and, on the
other hand, it is impossible to fully restrict his powers in the dayto-day management of the company. This means that even by
issuing a general power of attorney to a different person, the
General Director cannot transfer liability - administrative or criminal. I would think twice before becoming a General Director of
a company that is being sold to a new owner! On the other
hand, you can limit the powers of the General Director by the
By-laws, but only to some extent, as you wouldn’t be able to
restrict his right to manage the bank accounts, but only limit the
amount of withdrawals per transaction.

A registered or (so-called legal) address shouldn’t be used
for company registration purposes for several important reasons.
It is illegal to use a residential premise for company registration
purposes, although occasionally you come across off-the-shelf
companies that have a residential address as a registered
address. The company has to be located physically by the tax
authorities. If the tax authorities cannot physically locate the
company they may impose heavy fines. If you plan to rent office
premises where the company will actually be located, you will
have to go through either the registration of a subdivision of your
company with the tax authorities at the address of the office
premises or re-register your company’s location from the registered address to the real office address, which may require the
changing of tax district authority followed by a tax official’s visit.
Moreover, if you plan to employ foreigners in your company
you will not be able to do so legally if you have a registered
address instead of an actual office, because migration authorities may be issuing work visas for future employees. Migration
authorities usually visit a company in order to be sure that the
company physically exists and is not a “one-day” operation
involved in illegal immigration.
Submission of statutory accounting and tax reporting must be
done during the duration of the company’s existence. It is a mistake to think that off-the-shelf companies have dormant accountancy. Each company has a general director. According to the
law a general director has to receive a salary, even a minimal
amount. This is a requirement. When buying an off the shelf
company you have to be sure that everything is done properly
and there are no tax liabilities. It is troublesome to find an offthe-shelf company that officially paid a salary to a general
girector and which accounted for it properly because the cost of
such a company would increase every month, and the older the
company, the harder it would be to sell it.
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These are the “cons” of the registration of an off-the-shelf
company, but what are the “pros”? The only one is time. But if
you plan to have a serious business, you should approach the
issues seriously and plan everything including the company registration process carefully. You may create a lot of difficulties right
from the start by buying an off-the-shelf company without proper
planning. A well known phrase is quite right in this case – “fail
to plan – plan to fail.”
One may note that all of the above-mentioned cons could be
solved from the start by amending everything – registration of the
new owners, appointment of the new general director, a change
of address, making due diligence and paying all of the taxes
due. But please do not forget about one more requirement.
According to existing practice enforced by tax authorities, an
application with all the amendments should be signed personally
by the existing (old, nominal) general director in the presence of
a notary public and personally be submitted and collected from
the tax authorities. This is a warning to you because very often
such nominal directors do not even know that they are directors;
in hundreds of such off the shelf companies, they were appointed
illegally. This fraud takes place when a passport is lost or stolen
(identity theft) or a homeless person “sells” his identity to become
a general director for 100 rubles.
The question is who will make all the changes; you or the
company that sold you this off-the-shelf company? If you make
the changes, what are the additional costs? If there are no additional costs, what will be the costs of the off-the-shelf company

including the initial registration of the company, submission of all
the reports, making amendments (which takes approximately the
same volume of work and hassle as registration of a company
from the scratch)?
Be careful about trusting “lawyers” that sell off-the-shelf companies; especially those that sell them for 300-500 dollars.
REGISTRATION OF A COMPANY FROM SCRATCH
Of course it may take more time to register a new company than to
buy an existing off-the-shelf company, but a new company that
you form will be legal from the outset; you may concentrate on running the business rather than trying to fix problems that the “faster
off-the-shelf company” might cause.
You need he following in order to legally register a company:
G Real office premises – an actual office where you will be
physically located. The authorities check!
G A candidate for General Director and not a “nominal”
one. We already explained that there is no such a thing as
“nominal” General Director.
G Know who will be doing the statutory accounting and tax
reporting. The fact of an absence of activity or income is
irrelevant – submission of the accounting and tax reports is
still required.
We wish you a great start-up and furious growth!

First in Eastern Europe and Russia
Moscow, 31 Novinsky Boulevard
TC Novinsky Passage

Phone +7 495 580-77-57
www.blueelephant.com
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Russian residential property
offers high returns
John Bonar

A Portuguese developer is advertising townhouses
and villas for sale starting at GBP 307,000 ($ 581,700) – “On the
doorstep of Portugal’s investment hotspot, in the heart of the romantic countryside, just 35 minutes from Cosmopolitan Lisbon.” The
clincher is in the headline – “unbelievable with a guaranteed return
of GBP 18,500 p.a.” The small print reveals that a guaranteed
rental income of 5% for the first three years and 6% for the first two
years on townhouses, while your property is managed and maintained by the developer.
When I showed this advertisement from a leading British daily
newspaper around to Moscow real estate developers, they had
trouble controlling their laughter.
“We have a starting price of $400,000 for a self contained
cottage on its own land in some of our village developments outside Moscow, and can guarantee a 10% return from rental
income,” said Nicholas Kulman of Stroy Arsenal, a leading
developer of residential villages. So we offer less capital outlay
and a higher return,” he said.
“The Moscow housing boom has generated interest of
many British private investors. Approaches through UK solicitors have been made for a number of years now, but it is difficult to estimate how much property has been acquired,” says
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Geoffrey Cox, Chairman of Astera Real Estate in Moscow and
St. Petersburg,
Ekaterina Thain, the head of the residential department at Knight
Frank’s Moscow office, says, “Today in Moscow, investments in
property, due to their high rate of return and minimal risks with big
market capacity, are viewed as one of the most reliable investments.
Also investments in property generate a stable income in the longterm prospective without substantial extra costs. They are especially
attractive due to the fact that property is a real asset and has a high
degree of reliability. The average yield rate varies from 30 to 40 %,
and for some of the most successful projects in the most liquid urban
districts this rate may reach even 50-80 %.
“The most attractive areas in terms of investments will always be
elite quarters in the historical city center, which to a greater degree
feature rising prices. When you buy a flat you should first of all take
into account the house location and the level of the area’s elite status, because even in the event of a crisis in the whole property market, the prime areas will suffer to a lesser degree ... The best way to
generate maximum profit from investments into residential property
is to buy a flat in the elite area of a capital city,” she sums up.
A Moscow investment banker is not so optimistic, “the property
value growth in Moscow cannot continue for long – all markets
have cycles, and no one should believe that returns are ‘guaranteed’.”
Another leading realtor, Intermark, provides a full cycle of services related to residential real estate. “We can assist a foreigner in
selecting a property to buy, make professional and certified evaluation of a property’s cost and investment potential,” says Julia
Ovchinnikova, their marketing director.
“We will help find tenants –we specialize in working with
international corporations and have an extensive client base,
mostly top tier employees of multinational and Russian companies,” she points out.
Intermark has created, what for Russia, is a unique leasing market service. Termed Total Tenancy Assistance, the service was created for corporate tenants and landlords who need assistance in
managing their property and relations with tenants. This includes a
call center to facilitate communications between tenants and landlords, finding appropriate repair vendors, making small urgent
repairs, rendering comfort services and managing rent payments
under a Power of Attorney.

Host

Hospitality
News
RUSSIAN DIRECTOR
KONCHALOVSKY SHOOTS
SCENE IN LEADING THAI
RESTAURANT.
Famed Russian film maker, Andrey
Konchalovsky, shot the last scene
of his new movie, Gloss, starring
his wife, Yuliya Vysotskaya and
Aleksandr Domogarov, in the
beautiful setting of Moscow’s Blue
Elephant Royal Thai cuisine restaurant. The restaurant is renowned as
the best Thai cuisine in Moscow,
but this is the first time it has
appeared in a movie.
The owner of the restaurant, Mrs. Milka Kresoja, said that “Elephant means ‘protector of culture, science and art’ in the East and
probably that is the very reason the famous Russian movie director
decided to shoot a scene in our restaurant.”
“I am very proud we were chosen for the location and we hope
this film will be a big success, not only in Russia but at the international film festivals.”
In the film, Vysotskaya plays a seamstress who dreams of being
a top model. Working for designer Mark Schiffer, she gets her
chance and blossoms into a catwalk model, becomes a cover girl
for beauty magazines and joins the high life.
GO ON - SPOIL YOURSELF (AND A FRIEND)
Until September 15, you can pamper yourself and a partner in the
19th floor Executive Club at the Swissotel Krasnye Holmy, (Kosmodamianskaya Nab., 52, Building 6). For the usual room price of
EUR 425 including breakfast, you and your partner can enjoy a
night in a Swiss Business Executive Club room, use the Executive

Club Lounge, and, if the weather is nice, the open terrace. If the
clouds stay away, enjoy a romantic sunset while relaxing to DJ
lounge music and sipping a cool drink. The package includes a
barbeque and specialties from around the world plus an open bar.
If you are traveling solo then the price drops to EUR 300.
FINGERS CROSSED FOR EL HACIENDA,
EXPECTATIONS HIGH FOR FLORIDITA
Lovers of Mexican cuisine are enjoying authentic Meixcan cuisune
at the huge summer patio of La Hacienda, the new Doug Steele
Restaurants venue at 13 Komsomolskaya Prospekt, where chef
Moises Castro is doing his best ferrying plates across the courtyard
to what is rightfully described as the best patio in Moscow. Decorators at La Hacienda are now working round the clock to open the
inside restaurant. With a container of authentic Mexican artifacts on
the way, the main part of the restaurant will be open this month.
One of Doug’s other new restaurants, El Floridita, at 36 Stary
Arbat, is set to open on September 12. Based upon Havana’s legendary El Floridita, you should be able to pop in and enjoy some of
the most fabulous cocktails in Moscow, conjured up by ‘Martin the
Mixologist,’ who came from Floridita in London, Cuban music and
cigars in the newest ‘happening’ place in Moscow.
GET THE TASTE OF DUBAI
City Space Bar & Lounge, on the 34th Floor of the Swissotel Krasnye Holmy, is offering a rare chance to sample the diversity of cuisine from the award-winning Spectrum on One Restaurant of the
luxury Fairmont Hotel in Dubai. Edward Kwon, the Korean senior
executive sous chef of the Fairmont will be presenting a mix of Arabian, Chinese, Japanese, Thai and Indian traditional dishes which
he promises will surprise even true Asian cuisine experts.
The culinary experience is available only on September 17 and
24 during the Sunday Brunch from 12-4 pm.
SWISS CUISINE FESTIVAL KICKING OFF
From September 28 through October 6, you can enjoy culinary
highlights from Switzerland with the executive and pastry chefs of
Swissotel Metropole, Geneva, who will be presiding over the Cafe
Swiss on the 3rd floor of the Swissotel Krasnye Holmy. Among the
Swiss specialties scheduled to appear on the special menu are
chocolate and cheese, cheese fondue and raclette, air dried meat,
papet vaudois, Berner Platte, polenta, and strawberries with
Gruyere cream.
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Escape the Crisis
Charles W. Borden

Desperate times call for desperate measures. It’s already August, more than a month since
the new alcohol control regime took effect in Russia, and the wine shelves are still empty.
Wine boutiques are closed, and the few that are open have just a dozen or so wines. But who
cares, Moscow has wound down for summer vacation, and it’s time to flee the city. Why not
take a quick trip to one of Europe’s great wine regions. After all, it takes little more time to
get to the Rhone, Tuscany, or Rhine than I spend in Moscow traffic every day. I set off for the
Piedmont, in northeastern Italy, via Geneva.

Alba is at the heart of the Piedmont region, with the
Barbaresco DOC appellation region to the northeast and Barolo
DOC, the king of Italian wines, on the opposite side. Both Barbaresco and Barolo are produced from the Nebbiolo grape, but
the region also produces excellent reds from Barbara and Dolcetto
grapes. These are identified with the area of production appended
(e.g. Barbara d’Alba or Dolcetto d’Alba). A Barolo must be produced from Nebbiolo grapes from that district and aged at
least four years before release and a Barbaresco is aged
at least three years. The principal white grape in Piedmont
is Roero Arneis, an ancient, local that produces a fragrant, light wine. Chardonnay, though now widely grown
due to its international popularity, is not distinctive in the
Piedmont. Piedmont wineries usually collect grapes from
several surrounding regions to produce a full palette of
white and red wines.
Alba is an hour and a half drive from Milan, and
south of Turin and north of Genoa. I lucked out on an
Internet search; I found Cascina Barac, an “Agritourism”
residence east of Alba at the edge of the Barbaresco
DOC. Agritourism is “in” throughout Europe; visit a farm
or in this case winery and enjoy the quiet life of the country. What Agritourism means in northern Italy is a small
pension type residence co-located with a winery. We had
a beautiful, spacious two-room apartment, overlooking
Barbaresco vineyards at 180 euros per night. The service
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was personal and first class, with a nice Italian farm breakfast
(included) laid out each morning. As I learned, there are numerous
such quality Agritourism locations in the area.
We checked in and set off to our first winery appointment, at
Tenuta Carretta owned by Edoardo Miroglio, Alba’s clothing
and textile magnate. Edoardo has worked in Moscow since the
Soviet era, and has made large investments in the textile industry

Wine
in Bulgaria. He has also built a modern winery
near Sliven in central Bulgaria. He invited us to
dinner at Le Clivie, which, with a Michelin star, is
located within the gates of the magnificently
designed Tenuta Carretta. Moscow’s restauranteurs can spend their millions, but they could
never match this. As sunset approached, we sat
on a terrace overlooking the vineyards and valley below. Piedmont is also famous for truffles,
and we were served 24-month aged Parmasan
dressed with 5-year Balsamic Vinegar, Culatelo
salami from Zibello, and an unforgettable Spanish lobster salad, generously laid with slivers of
white truffles, all accompanied by a nice white
wine from Edoardo’s Bulgarian winery and a
white Roero Arneis from Carretta.
The truffles and lobster were followed by a large, luscious
baked trout from Alta Aldige Creek cooked in wine, and, forget
food matching traditions, Tenuta Carretta’s Barolo Vigneti in Cannubi, which have consistently achieved 91+ Wine Spectator scores in
recent years. As the sun set in front of us, we munched on Le
Clivie’s small, delicate pastries, which clearly demonstrated that
size can really be inversely related to enjoyment. Though Edoardo
is not a fan of sweet wines, he presented Carretta’s Moscato d’Asti,
a frizzante white that titillated the Russian women present.
“Tenuta Carretta Barolo Vigneti in Cannubi 2000 - Intense
aromas of blackberries and cherries with hints of spice. Full-bodied, with silky tannins and a medium finish. A bit tight and monolithic but very good indeed. Best after 2007. 1,100 cases made.
Wine Spectator - score 91”
The nest day, after a relaxing morning at Cascina Barac, I
visited to winemaker Franco Allario at their winery, Piazzo
Azienda Agricola. Piazzo, like Carretta, produces wines from its
own vineyards, but also from surrounding areas such as Barolo.
Piazzo’s vineyards are located on the edge of the Barbaresco
area so its own vineyard wines are Barbaresco.
I discussed truffles with Franco. The season runs from September to November, and in the Piedmont, it is dogs that do the
sniffing, in late evening for this white gold. The prospectors are
mostly elderly, and each has his claim, jealously guarded. The
dogs are out late at night until early morning, snooting out treasure near oak, linden and hazelnut roots. The price of the precious Piedmont white truffle, at up to $5,000 per kilogram, is
only exceeded by the best black caviar.
Later in the afternoon, Hans Borrmann, head of Miroglio’s Bulgarian textile operation, escorted us to Cantina Vignaioli Elvio Pertinace, a cooperative of fifteen vineyards. They work together and
produce a full range of regional wines that define the region including Barolo, Barbaresco, Barbera d’Alba, and Dolcetto d’Alba.
The next stop was the boutique Barolo winery of Azienda
Agricoli Eraldo Viberti. Viberti produces only about 10,000 bottles per year. Here we received a complete lesson in the recent
vintages. As an appetizer we tried his Barbara d’Alba, an excel-

On the Left: Cascina Barac
On the Right: Eraldo Viberti, Franco Allario, Alba City Hall

lent example of this fruity grape. He brought out his recent
favorite, Barolo 2000, a smooth, hospitable wine. We tried the
2001, which Eraldo deemed weaker, or lets say softer than the
2000. Vintage 2002 was rough, wet with hail damage, and
many winemakers, like Eraldo, did not even produce a Barolo.
We backed up to the 1999, a more stately wine than the 2000.
The tasting of the three consecutive years allowed us to understand the subtle differences brought by growing conditions.
“Eraldo Viberti Barolo 2000 - Fantastic aromas of Indian
spice, blackberries and raspberries with hints of mushrooms. Fullbodied, with an excellent amount of fruit, ripe tannins and a long
finish. Lots of tannins at the end. Best after 2008. 700 cases
made. Wine Spectator 92”
Admittedly, this was a meager, short visit to the premier league,
one of the top competitors in the world wine market. But it was nice
to get away for a few days and enjoy wines at 20 euros a bottle
that would command a 150+ in Moscow, if they could be found.
Back in Moscow, a tour of the wine shops revealed that a
few Piedmont wines are again available, topped out by the fabulously expensive Gaja Barolo and Barbaresco wines. The price
of one Gaja Barolo would purchase a ticket to Milan. And for
the second bottle, you have a three-day visit to Cascina Barac.

Dining Out
AMERICAN
Centre
American Bar&Grill $$ Hamburgers, steaks, bacon & eggs breakfast
and more. Children’s room on weekends. 2/1 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul.,
(495) 250-9525, 24 hours,
M. Mayakovskaya.
Correa’s $$ Cozy restaurant serving
New Yorker Isaac Correa’s excellent
food at reasonable prices. Daily specials. Catering available. 8am-10pm,
Sat-Sun. 9am-10pm. 40 Ul. Bolshaya
Ordynka, (495) 725-6035,
M. Tretyakovskaya. E, R, D
Goodman Steak House $$$
Huge steaks, plus generous side dishes
and classic American desserts. Noonmidnight, 23 Tverskaya Ul.,
(495) 937-5679, M. Tverskaya.
Hard Rock Cafe $$$
Casual favourites – burgers, BBQ,
cheesecake – amidst rock music
memorabilia. 24 hours. 44 Ul. Arbat,
(495) 205-8335, M. Arbatskaya,
Smolenskaya. E, K, R (Fri, Sat, and
large groups), B
Simple Pleasures $$$
First-rate dining in tranquil atmosphere. 12am-12pm daily, Tue, Fri,
Sat – 2am.
22/1 Ul. Sretenka, (495) 207
1521/25, M. Sukharevskaya. E, B, K
Starlite Diner $$ American ‘50sstyle diner, extensive menu with great
breakfasts, nachos and milkshakes.
Expat hangout. 24 hours. 16 Ul. B.
Sadovaya, (495) 290-9638,
M. Mayakovskaya;
9a Ul. Korovy Val, (495) 959-8919,
M. Oktyabrskaya. E, K

T.G.I. Friday’s $$$ American
favourites in a cozy wood–panelled
setting. Wi-Fi. Noon-midnight. 18/2
Tverskaya Ul., (495) 200-3921/2497,
M. Pushkinskaya. 1/2 Leninsky
Prospekt., (495) 238-3200,
M. Oktyabrskaya. 33 Ul. Zemlyanoi Val,
in Atrium mall, (495) 970-1187,
M. Kurskaya. 14 Ul. Novy Arbat, Bldg.1,
(495) 291-1318, M. Arbatskaya. 3 Ul.
Novoslobodskaya, (495) 780-7922,
M. Novoslobodskaya. E, K, D, B
South, South-East, South-West
American Bar&Grill $$ Noon-midnight, 59 Ul. Zemlyanoi Val,
(495) 912-3621/15, M. Taganskaya.
Noon-midnight, 14 Kirovogradskaya
Ul. (inside Global City Trade Centre),
(495) 956-4843, M. Yuzhnaya.
T.G.I. Friday’s $$$ 23 Ul. Garibaldi,
(495) 779-4211,
M. Noviye Cheryomushki.
North, North-East, North-West
Correa’s $$ 32 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya
Ul., Bldg.1,
(495) 933-4684, M. Barrikadnaya.
Goodman Steak House $$$
31 Novinsky Bulvar,
(495) 981-4941,
M. Barrikadnaya. E, R
ARMENIAN
Centre
Cafe Ararat $$$$ Classic
Armenian food inside the Ararat Park
Hyatt. Mon-Fri noon-midnight, Sat-Sun
10am-midnight.
4 Neglinnaya Ul.,
(495) 783-1234, ext. 5028,
M. Okhotny Ryad. E, R

BULGARIAN
Centre
Mekhana Bansko $$$ Full Bulgarian
menu. Whole baked lamb marinated in
beer on Fridays. Folk music and dancing waiters.
Wi-Fi. Sun-Thur noon-11pm, Fri-Sat
noon-last diner. 9/1 Smolenskaya Pl.,
(495) 241-3132/6729, 244-7387,
M. Smolenskaya. E, R, B
CHINESE
Centre
Dim Sum $$$ Over 40 Chinese dishes prepared by Shanghainese chefs,
but a limited and disappointing dim
sum menu. Noon-last guest. 3 Smolenskaya Ploschad, (495) 937-8425,
M. Smolenskaya. E, D
Druzhba $$$ Reputedly the most
authentic Chinese restaurant in town,
with an extensive menu ranging from
the exotic (ears, offal and trotters) to
the more usual meat and noodle dishes. 10.30am-11pm. 4 Novoslobodskaya Ul., (495) 973-1234/12,
M. Novoslobodskaya. R
Kitaisky Kvartal $$ Authentic Uigur
cusine from the Xinjian Province of
China. 24 hours. Outdoor Garden at
the Propekt Mira location.
Prospekt Mira 12/1 (495) 207-6252
M. Sukharevskaya Borodintsovskaya,
2/10 (495) 911-3202 E,B,D
Shatush $$$$$ Modern Chinese
with European influences. Minimalist
black wood interior. Noon-midnight.
17 Gogolevsky Bulvar,
(495) 201-4071,
M. Kropotkinskaya. E
EUROPEAN
Centre
13 Sandwiches Bistro$ Cozy Italian
eatery serving warm pressed gourmet
sandwiches. Open from 10am to 7pm.
21 Ul. Trubnaya, (495)106 4996,
M. Trubnaya www.13sandwiches.ru
100% Cotton $$ Modern European
cuisine in a large dining hall topped by
a glass dome. Noon-midnight. 43 Lesnaya Ul., (495) 506-0033/5533,
M. Belorusskaya.
Atlas Cafe and Bar $$$ Watch
sport broadcasts and enjoy European
cuisine. Open from 11 am to 11 pm.
57 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Ul., Bldg.1,
(495) 255 9887, M. Belorusskaya. R
Cafe Maner $$ European menu
which changes every three days.
Wi-Fi. 10am-midnight. Berlin House,
5 Ul. Petrovka, (495) 775-1959,
M. Kuznetsky Most. E, B
Central House of Writers $$$$
Modern European food in an intimate
19th century ambience. 50
Povarskaya Ul., (495) 291-1515/7273,
290-1589, M. Barrikadnaya. E, R
City Grill $$ Contemporary cuisine,
state-of-the-art interior. Noon-2am.
2/30 Sad.-Triumphalnaya Ul.,
(495) 299-0953, M. Mayakovskaya.
E, R, B
Courvoisier $$ Modern European
restaurant frequented by the chic and
stylish. 24 hours. Malaya
Sukharevskaya Ploschad, Bldg.8,
(495) 924-8242, M. Sukharevskaya. E
Dolf $$$$ Modern European cuisine
in a contemporary, elegant setting.
Purchasable artwork on the walls.
11am-1pm daily. 3/2 1st Smolensky
Per., (495) 241-6217,
M. Smolenskaya. E, B

Donna Clara $$$ Cozy cafe with a
good selection of desserts. Noon11pm. 21/13 Malaya Bronnaya Ul.,
(495) 290-3848, M. Tverskaya,
Mayakovskaya. E, B
Galereya $$$$ Popular with high
end crowd. Menu includes sushi, European favourites, and more. 24 hours.
27 Ul. Petrovka, (495) 937- 4544,
M. Chekhovskaya. E, R, B
Gogol-Mogol $$$ Chic French-style
cafe serving Russian and European
food. 10am-11pm. 6 Gagarinsky Per.,
(495) 203-5506, M. Kropotkinskaya. E
Keks $$$ Gallery restaurant with a
1970s European feel. 11am-last visitor. 11 Ul. Timura Frunze,
(495) 249-6362, M. Park Kultury. E
Loft $$$ European with French
emphasis. Great view of Moscow from
the open-air balcony. Wi-Fi.
9am–12pm. 25 Nikolskaya,
(495) 933-7713/14, M. Lubyanka. E, R
(for special view)
Milk and Honey $$$$
Modern European cuisine in an overthe-top 18th century Hermitage-like
interior. 24 hours. 38 Myasnitskaya Ul.,
(495) 921-3278, M. Chistiye Prudy.
Moscow-Berlin $ Ideal for coffee and
desserts. Central European menu. 24
hours. 52/2 Ploschad Tverskoi Zastavy,
(495) 251-2282, M. Belorusskaya. E
Moscow-Rome $$ Upmarket,
Mediterranean food. Wi-Fi. 24 hrs.
12 Stoleshnikov Per., Bldg.2,
(495) 229-5702, M. Tverskaya. E, B
Na Lestnitse $$ Between Stary and
Novy Arbat on 3 levels. Sushi menu,
Mexican specialties, choice of pasta.
DJ’s and show programmes. Wi-Fi. 1/4
Smolensky Per., 24 hours, (495) 244
0655, 202 7670, M. Smolenskaya
Night Flight $$$$ European
favourites by Swedish chef: foie gras,
elk carpaccio, pineapple sorbet. 6pm5am. 17 Tverskaya Ul.,
(495) 229-4165, M. Tverskaya. E, R
Pros & Cons $$$ Cozy, relaxed
restaurant with a French-Italian menu.
Good wine list. Noon–midnight. 28
Trubnaya Ul.,
(495) 921-3392, M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar. E
Restavratsia $$$ Modern European
cuisine accompanied by more than 80
varieties of whisky. 5pm-5am. 7 Leontyevsky Per., (495) 290-5659,
M. Tverskaya. R (Thu, Fri, Sat)
Scandinavia $$$$ Swedish-managed restaurant popular with expats.
Cocktail bar. Wi-Fi. Noon-last diner. 7
Maly Palashevsky Per.,
(495) 937-5630, M. Tverskaya. E, K, R, B
Shtolts $$$$ European cuisine in
three differently-decorated rooms.
Noon-last diner. 25–27 Savvinskaya
Nab., (495) 246-0253,
M. Smolenskaya. E, R
Soup $$ Cozy cafe with a reasonably
priced pan-European menu. Wide beverage selection. 62 1st Brestskaya,
Bldg.3, 251-1383, M. Belorusskaya. E
Vogue Cafe $$$ European food, top
clientele. Mon-Thu 8.30am-1am, Fri
8.30am-2am, Sat noon-2am, Sun
noon-1am. 7/9 Ul. Kuznetsky Most,
(495) 923-1701, E, R, B
Vremya Yest $$ European food with
German and Czech emphases. Beer on
tap. Noon-5am. 1/2 Lesnaya Ul.,
(495) 251-6873, M. Belorusskaya. E, B

Cost of dinner for one without drinks $ = to $15 $$ = $15-30 $$$ = $30-50
$$$$ = $50-100 $$$$$ = over $100
E = English-language menu B = Business lunch R = Reservations recommended
K = Kids menu D = Delivery
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Manhattan
in Moscow
Charles W. Borden

The morphing of Moscow’s Stalin era Peking Hotel
into a mini New York must be one of the great examples of free
market capitalism, which should warm the cold hearts of Rush Limbaugh fans worldwide and end any talk of a return to the past.
Only the Peking Hotel name remains, and a few Chinese items on
the Manhattan Grill menu. The Peking’s old, classic Chinese restaurant has been replaced with a large array of one-arm bandits. Now
there is the New York Stock Exchange (a slot room), the Liberty
Cafe, and Manhattan Grill, all in a faux Art Deco design, with neon
in and out. From your table at the Manhattan Grill, it appears as if
you are looking out the 30th floor window of an Manhattan
uptown skyrise at night.
I first visited Manhattan Grill for brunch several weeks ago,
and was impressed enough to go back for my wife’s birthday,
which turned out to be a very good choice. It’s reasonably lux
and quiet, the service attentive (though glacially slow), and not a
budget buster. Manhattan Grill is a bargain by Moscow standards with first class food at TGI Friday prices. It reminded me of
Las Vegas, where the casinos provide guests with inexpensive

food and free drinks to
draw in the customers. An 11 oz Ribeye Steak is just 590 rubles. And the
breakfasts – a New York Breakfast of two eggs any
way, bacon, sausage, grilled tomatoes, home fries and toast is
just 85 rubles, and Eggs Benedict just 145 rubles.
The wine list is intelligent and the wines are well priced – a
bottle of Simonsig (South African) Chenin Blanc 2005 is 440
rubles, not much more than the shelf price at a supermarket.
There is a nice range of good wines starting at 380 rubles per
bottle to 3050 rubles.
A Passport magazine restaurant review doesn’t just consist of
a couple of people ordering dinner – we order the menu, at
least anything that looks interesting to get a full picture of the
offerings. This was Sunday brunch, but we skipped past the
breakfast menu. We started with appetizers: New York Crab and
Fish Cake (480r), a substantial patty served on an excellent
sweet corn chutney with red onion and paprika; Panko Breaded
Calmari (160r) served with homemade salsa, lemon aioli and
calamata olive taperade (a little oily); Tuna Carpaccio (210r)
with a daikon spring roll and citrus wasabi dressing; and Graved
Lax (200r) house marinated salmon with horseradish cream.
We also ordered a couple of sandwiches to portion out with
the appetizers: Pita-Kebab, a grilled lamb patty with black
olives, red onion, and Tzakiki sauce (good sauce); and a Philly
Cheese Steak with fried onion and sweet peppers – though it
was minus the genuine, only-to-be-found-in-Philly cheese whip.
The salad order consisted of a nothing-special, though a
large portion Tomato-Mozzarela Salad (250r), and an Asparagus-Artichoke Heart Salad (260r), which was a nice salad but
only the singular can be used for the artichoke heart and
asparagus spear.
We ordered two Chinese dishes: Crisp Shredded Duck
(440r) with pancakes and Hoisin sauce, and Whole Crisp Fried
Sea Bass (370r) with garlic Szechuan sauce. Despite the fact
that the fish was called Sudak when it came out, this was a
whole fish, perfectly cooked, very nicely presented, and in the
just-right spicy, sweet Szechuan sauce.
The main courses consisted of a Filet Mignon (900r), the RibEye, and BBQ Baby Back Ribs (300r). The barbeque brought
raves from our Russian guests. My son wolfed down a generous
Grilled Salmon (5.5 ounces at 210r).
Parking is not a problem; there are VIP spaces directly in front of
the hotel.
Manhattan Grill
Peking Hotel,Boshaya Sadovaya 5, Metro Mayakovskaya
Tel: 363-4224
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Up-market Sports Bar,
with Down-market Prices
Susan Hetherington

Liga Pap is an eye stopper. You have to shake
your head in mild disbelief as you walk into this pub-restaurant cum sports bar on Bolshoi Lubyanka ulitsa and find yourself confronted with a marriage between 200 year old wooden beams and arched brickwork vaults with hi-tech TV screens
and glass panels etched with sporting figures. The overall
effect is pleasing and the integration of the leather padding
on the walls and the many screens with the traditional architecture of old Moscow is skilfully done.
The main room rises with tiered seating beyond the bar, giving a stadium atmosphere to the place and affording sports fans,
dining at the tiered counters, an unimpeded view of the big
screen suspended over the bar area.
There is a side room with its own bar, and indeed, its own
entrance from the street. Downstairs is yet another room, frequently used for private parties.
We sat in the side room where the large arched window
gives a view out on the gold and green domes of the Sretenka
monastery across the street.
As soon as we had ordered, a wicker basket with a selection of hot, fresh baked rolls and a ramekin of garlic butter
was delivered to the table. I ordered the fried Suluguni cheese
(180 r) as a starter which came fried in rough breadcrumbs.
The crisp crust contrasted with the soft white cheese. John had
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the tomato soup (150 r) which was creamy, spicy and chock
full of tomato chunks, a testimony to its origins in the kitchen,
not a canning factory.
I had the Puyard Steak (390 r) with melted cheese and
served with green arugula salad and cherry tomatoes. The tart,
bitter taste of the arugula contrasted perfectly with the beef.
The Salmon Steak with Mashed Potatoes (350 r) ordered by
John arrived with a clutch of stalks of fresh green capers protruding from the potatoes on either side of the fish.
While Euro athletic championships beamed from Goteburg
were playing on the screens and a party of young office workers
were cavorting around a long table while lively 70’s disco music
played all round us, we ordered dessert. My Carrot Cake with
Mascarponi Sauce (150r) was the perfect end to the meal while
John was enthralled by his Pineapple Carpaccio (180r), which
turned out to be a large platter of thin sliced fresh pineapple surrounded by kiwi fruit slices and covered in sliced strawberries
with a scoop of frozen berry sauce on top.
The lasting impression was of gourmet standard cuisine at moderate prices in a lovely pub atmosphere. No wonder senior executives from Gazprom congregate here to watch their team play.
Lig Pap is at B.Lubyanka ulitsa 24.
Telephone bookings (495) 924 3636. www.ligapap.ru.

Dining Out
FRENCH
Centre
Boulevard $$$$ French,with an
eclectic menu. Noon-last diner. 30/7
Ul. Petrovka, (495)209 6887, M.
Chekhovskaya. E, D, R (Wed, Thu, Fri)
Cafe des Artistes $$$ Elegant
French eatery and exhibition hall in
one. 11am-1am. 5/6 Kamergersky Per.,
(495) 692-4042, M. Tverskaya. E, R, B
Carre Blanc $$$$ Tres chic. Awardwinning wine list. Beer on tap.
12am-12pm. 19/2 Seleznyovskaya Ul.,
(495) 258-4403, M. Novoslobodskaya.
E, D, R
Fauchon $$$$ Acclaimed French
gourmet delicatessen, wine department and more. 10am-11pm. 7, 1st
Tverskaya-Yamskaya Ul.,
(495) 978-8083/74 (boutique/ restaurant), M. Mayakovskaya. E
L’ Etranger $$$ Intimate Frenchstyle fusion with friendly atmosphere.12am-12pm. 13, 1st TverskayaYamskaya Ul., (495) 250- 9648,
M. Mayakovskaya. E
Le Gateau $–$$ Homely French
cooking with European touches. Wi-Fi.
9am–1am. 23 Tverskaya Ul.,
(495) 937-5679, 209 5020,
M. Tverskaya. 2 Paveletskaya Ploschad,
Bldg.1, (495) 937-0532, M. Paveletskaya. 24/27 Sadovaya-Samotechnaya
Ul., (495) 725-6476, M. Tsvetnoi
Bulvar. E, R, B
Maison Cafe $$ Home-style French
cooking in pleasant environment.
12am-12pm. 12 Savvinskaya Nab.,
Bldg.8, (495) 246 3240,
M. Smolenskaya, C, E
Monplasir $$$$ French cuisine in a
lavish 19th-century Russian dining
hall. 11am-last guest. 2 Ul. Schipok,
(495) 737-0494,
M. Belorusskaya. E, B
Nostalgie $$$$ Sophisticated
French with European and Japanese
touches. 5,000-bottle wine cellar.
Noon–last diner. 12A Chistoprudny
Bulvar, (495) 925-7625, M. Chistiye
Prudy. E, R, B
Paname $$ French-owned with traditional menu and relaxed atmosphere. 7
Stoleshnikov Per., (entrance through
the courtyard),
(495) 229-2412, M. Okhotny Ryad.
Parisienne $$$$
Four Dining halls in a 19th century
mansion, with traditional French cuisine. Vintage French and Italian wines.
Live salon jazz on Fridays/Saturdays.
13.00 until last guest. 31 Leningradsy
Prospect; (495) 613 0784.
M. Belorussaya, Dinamo. E
Riviere $$$$ Upscale French food in
a smart setting. Noon-last diner.
4 Bolshaya Dorogomilovskaya Ul.,
(495) 243-0977, M. Kievskaya. E, R
Syrnaya Dyrka $$$ Great range of
French cheeses. Noon-midnight.
32 Ul. Bolshaya Dmitrovka, Bldg.4-6.,
(495) 209-1007, M. Chekhovskaya.
FUSION
Centre
Australian Open $$$ Eclectic menu.
Kangaroo and ostrich fillet, live sports
broadcasts. Mon-Fri 10am-6am, SatSun noon-6am. 10 Leningradsky
Prospekt, Bldg.1,
(495) 214-1749, M. Belorusskaya. E,
R (Thu, Fri, Sat), B

China Club $$$$ French-Asian
fusion cuisine in an elegant interior.
Noon-midnight. 21 Ul. Krasina,
(495) 232-2778, M. Mayakovskaya. E, B
Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie
$$ Eclectic menu in a casual atmosphere. Trendy, young crowd. 24 hours.
24 Ul. Bolshaya Lubyanka, (495) 9230848, M. Lubyanka. E, R
Uley $$$$ Fusion from a French chef
whose credo is “Food is art”. Wi-Fi. SunWed noon-2am, Thu-Sat 2pm-2am. 7
Ul. Gasheka, (495) 797-4333,
M. Mayakovskaya.E, R, B
Vanil $$$$ Fusion of French and Thai
cuisine. Great view of the nearby
cathedral. Noon-midnight. 1/9 Ul.
Ostozhenka, (495) 202-3341,
M. Kropotkinskaya. E, R
Velvet $$$$ Elegant dining. House
specialties include dorado with almond
chutney, marbled beef steak, and Fin
de Claire oysters. Restaurant noonmidnight. Cafe 8.30am-midnight. 40
Ul. Spiridonovka, (495) 101-4065,
M. Tverskaya, Mayakovskaya. E, R
Vesna $$$$ Chic modern interior
with an Italian-Japanese menu.
Noon-midnight. 19/1 Ul. Novy Arbat,
(495) 783-6996, M. Arbatskaya. E
GEORGIAN
Centre
Bericony $$$ Home-style Georgian
cuisine cooked over charcoal. Traditional decor. Homemade wine. 11amlast guest. 11 Ul. Volkhonka, Bldg. 6,
(495) 298-1332, M. Kropotkinskaya. E
Genatsvale $$$ Classic Georgian
cuisine with terrific Georgian wine. Live
music from 7pm. 12am-12pm. 12/1 Ul.
Ostozhenka, (495) 202-0445,
M. Kropotkinskaya. E, R (Fri, Sat)
Genatsvale on the Arbat $$$$
Upscale cuisine to satisfy the most
selective gourmet. Noon-1am.
11 Ul. Novy Arbat, Bldg. 2,
(495) 203-9453, M. Arbatskaya. E, R
Knyaz Bagration $$$ Georgian cuisine in authentic 19th century atmosphere, as well as wines and
ingredients brought from Georgia.
12am-12pm. 58 Ul. Pluschikha, Bldg.1,
(495) 933-7171, M. Park Kultury. E, R
Kolkhi $$$ Classic food plus fat-free
fitness menu. Noon-midnight. 1/1 Leningradsky Prospekt,
(495) 257-3176, M. Belorusskaya. B
Rytsarsky Club $$$
Georgian specialties with great views
from the top of Vorobyovy Gory. 1pm12pm. 28 Ul. Kosygina,
(495) 930-0726, M. Leninsky
Prospekt. E, K, R
Suliko $$$$ 3 elegant dining
rooms,120 Georgian specialties.
12am-12pm. 42/2 Ul. Bolshaya
Polyanka, (495) 238-2888,
M. Polyanka. E, R, B
Tiflis $$$$ Georgian food in
Tbilisi townhouse. Noon-midnight.
32 Ul. Ostozhenka,
(495) 290-2897/6139,
M. Kropotkinskaya. E, R
GERMAN
Centre
Bavarius $$$ Bavarian food, beer.
12am-12pm. 2/30 Sadovaya-Triumfalnaya Ul., Bldg.1, (495) 299-4211, M.
Mayakovskaya. E, K, R, B
Olhof $$ German beer garden on
Pushkin Square. Pleasant atmosphere.
Noon-last visitor. 5 Bolshoy

Cost of dinner for one without drinks $ = to $15 $$ = $15-30 $$$ = $30-50
$$$$ = $50-100 $$$$$ = over $100
E = English-language menu B = Business lunch R = Reservations recommended
K = Kids menu D = Delivery

Putinkovsky Per., (495) 299-2228,
M. Tverskaya. E, B, D
Tinkoff $$$ A beermaker’s industrialstyle restaurant. Live music. Wi-Fi.
Noon-2 am. 11 Protochny Per.,
(495) 777-3300, M. Smolenskaya. E, R
GREEK
Centre
Santorini $$$ Greek food in a tavern
setting. Noon-midnight.
15 Bolshaya Nikitskaya Ul.,
(495) 291-4588,
M. Okhotny Ryad. E, B
INDIAN
Centre
Banana Leaf $$ Sports bar with
huge video screen and decent Indian
food. Noon-10.45pm (restaurant),
10am-10.30pm (sports bar). 2 Kozitsky Per., (495) 229-2114,
M. Tverskaya. E, B
Khajuraho $$ Indian & European
cuisine amongst wooden replicas of
Indian sculptures. Noon-11pm. 14
Shmitovsky Per., (495) 256
8136/7202, M. Ul. 1905 Goda. E, R
(Fri, Sat), B
Maharaja $$ A favourite spot for
spicy Indian food. Noon-11pm. 2/1 Ul.
Pokrovka, (495) 921-9844,
M. Kitai-Gorod. E, R
South
Guroo $$$ Indian cuisine in traditional surroundings. Attentive service and
pleasant ambience. Noon-midnight.
20/30 Ul. Krzhizhanovskogo, Bldg.1,
(495) 125-6276, M. Profsoyuznaya. E, B
INTERNATIONAL
Centre
Academia Cafe & Pizzeria $$
Italian food plus sushi bar. Great place

to enjoy pizza prepared in a wood
oven. 11am-midnight. 2 Kamergersky
Per., (495) 292-9649, M. Tverskaya.
E, B
Amfiteatro $$$$ French, Italian, and
Mediterranean food with a few
Georgian dishes. Live music. Noon-last
diner. 7 Marksistskaya Ul.,
(495) 911-0523, M. Taganskaya. E, D
Biscuit $$$$ Casual dining, eclectic
menu. Sun-Wed 12am-12pm, Thu-Sat
12am-1am. 19 Ul. Kuznetsky Most,
Bldg. 1, (495) 925-1729,
M. Kuzn. Most. E, R
Bleachers $ Moscow’s newest Sports
Bar offers a range of Burgers, Pizzas,
South American hot dogs, English
favourites including bangers and
mash, Shepherd’s Pie initiated by General Manager Martin Bainbridge. Features Happy Hour 6-9 every night,
Ladies Night with free Redd’s Thursdays 7-10 and Monday Countdown.
International sport coverage from
around trhe world and sports betting
on premises from Stan James. Discotheque from 10 p.m. 24 hours.
1,Volgogradsky Prospekt (side of Jackpot). 676-3972. M. Proletarskaya. E, B
(50% disc Sun-Mon noon – 8 p.m.)
Grillage $$$$ European-Russian
cuisine with vegetarian menu and
homemade chocolates. Good wines
and Chinese teas. 12-12pm. 1/2 Pyatnitskaya Ul., Bldg. 1, (495) 953-9333,
M. Novokuznetskaya. E, R, W
Guillys restaurant $$$
steak&seafood in a historic mansion.
Multinational culinary hits,special summer menu, extensive wine list. MonSun noon-midnight. Stoleshnikov Per.,

Beer straight from the brewery
Large portions
Tastier than in Prague

10% discount for foreigners
Kotelnicheskaya nab. 33, tel. 915 15 98, 915 31 24
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6 (495)629-2050, 933-5521
M. Tverskaya or Teatral'naya
noon-midnight. Stoleshnikov Per.,6
(495)629 2050 933 55 21
M. Tverskaya or Teatral'naya
Kasbar $$$ Arabian, European and
Japanese cuisine in oriental interiors.
Belly dancers every evening. Noon to
last diner. 53/6 Ul.Ostozhenka,
(495) 246-0246, M. Park Kultury
Louisiana Steak House $$$ A variety of steaks and shashlik. European
food served as well. 11am-1am. 30
Pyatnitskaya Ul., Bldg. 4,
(495) 951-4244, M. Novokuznetskaya.
E, K, R
Lyustra $$$ European, Middle
Eastern and fusion cuisine in elegant
19th century palace. Noon-last guest.
11/1 Vorotnikovy Per.,
(495) 299-5852/3378,
M. Mayakovskaya. E, B, R, K
Madam Galife $$ Thai, Hungarian,
Andalusian and Georgian food. Live
music. 12am-12pm weekdays, 5pm12pm Sat-Sun. 26/1 Prospekt Mira,
(495) 775-2601, M. Prospekt Mira.
Poison $$$ Upmarket international
menu and an extensive cocktail list in
stylish surroundings. Popular with hip
young crowd. Noon-6am. 13 Ul. Myasnitskaya, Bldg.3,
(495) 923-0492,
M. Chistiye Prudy, Lubyanka. E
Polo Club $$$ International cuisine
in stylish and modern surroundings.
Menu includes prime beef steak and a
good selection of seafood. Extensive
wine list. 6pm-12pm Marriot Royal
Aurora Hotel, 11/12 Ul. Petrovka,
(495) 937-1024,
Prado Cafe $$$$ Predictable offering of European, Italian, Chinese and
Japanese food in plush surroundings.
Noon-2am. 2 Slavyanskaya Ploschad,
(495) 784-6969. M. Kitai-Gorod. R
Praga $$$$ European, Russian,
Japanese and Brazilian dishes in
luxurious setting. Ten different rooms
and a nightclub. Noon-last guest. 2/1
Ul. Arbat,
(495) 290-6171, M. Arbatskaya. E, C
Shokolad $$$$ Pan-European menu
plus a selection of Japanese dishes.
Cozy decor and live music.
24 hours. 5 Strastnoi Bulvar,
(495) 787-8866, M. Tverskaya. E, W
Tunnel $$ Japanese-American food
with a European twist. Menu includes
shashlik, chicken curry and vegetarian
dishes. 24 hours. 7 Lubyansky Proezd,
(495) 937-4101, M. Kitai-Gorod. E, B
North-West
Zolotoi Kupol $$$$
Upmarket restaurant serving Caucasian and pan-European cuisine. Wide
selection of beverages. 24 hours.
Gorky, Rublyovo-Uspenskoye Shosse,
(495) 419-5278
ITALIAN
Centre
Accenti $$$$ Innovative Italian with
Japanese touches. 11am–last diner. 7
Kropotkinsky Per.,
(495) 246-1515. M. Park Kultury. E, R
(Fri, Sat, Sun)
Adriatico $$$$ Exquisite dining.
Four seating areas, each with its own
style and menu. Noon-last diner. 3
Blagoveschensky Per.,(495) 209-7914,
M. Mayakovskaya. E, R

Angelico’s $$$$ Italian food with
pan-European flair. Homemade pastas
and seafood. Noon-midnight. 6 Bolshoy Karetny Per.,
(495) 299-3696, M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar. E,
D (orders from $200), R
Antonio $$$$ Stylishly modern yet
warm restaurant. Wide selection of
French and Italian wines. Live music.
2a Ul. 1905 Goda, (495) 255-1125,
M. Ulitsa 1905 Goda. E, D
Bellagio $$$$ Chic Italian in a
scenic and elegant atmosphere.
Live music. 8 Mosfilmovskaya Ul.,
(495) 143-8887, M. Kievskaya. R
Bon $$$$
‘Design restaurant’ created by designer
Philip Stark. Wide range of Italian
dishes, truly interesting interior. Yakimanskaya Naberezhnaya 4.
(495) 737 8008
Bosco $$$$ Italian menu with good
selection of wines. Relaxed atmosphere. 11am-11pm. 3 Red Square,
GUM, 1st floor, (495) 929-3182/3139,
M. Okhotny Ryad. E
Caffe Fresco $$$ Relaxed but elegant atmosphere. Homemade pastas,
pizza, and grilled seafood by an Italian
chef. Noon-last diner. 8, 1st Frunzenskaya Ul., (495) 242-0562,
M. Park Kultury. E, D, R, B
Cantinetta Antinori $$$$
Out-of-this-world Italian plus a selection of 50+ Antinori wines. Noon-midnight. 20 Denezhny Per.,
(495) 241-3771, M. Smolenskaya. E
CRU $$$ Modern Italian prepared by
Milanese chef. Specialties include
homemade desserts. Noon-last guest.
61 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Ul.,
(495) 254-0064, M. Barrikadnaya. E
Dorian Gray $$$$ Sophisticated,
traditional Italian cuisine. Great Kremlin view. 12am-1am. 6/1 Kadyshevskaya Nab., (495) 238-6401,
M. Polyanka. E, R, B
Italianets $$$ Casual Italian
dining with a French twist. Noon11pm. 13 Samotyochnaya Ul.,
(495) 688-5651, M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar. E,
K, R, B
La Grotta $$ Modern Italian cuisine
in a light, spacious interior. Noon-midnight. 27/4 Bolshaya Bronnaya Ul.,
(495) 200-3057,
M. Tverskaya. E, R
Macaroni $$ Relaxed, cozy restaurant serving classic Italian food. Noonmidnight. 62 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Ul.,
(495) 255-5593, M. Barrikadnaya. E, B
Mario $$$ Delightful elegance and
style flavoured with best quality Italian
dishes. 17 Ul. Klimashkina, (495) 2536505, M. Ulitsa 1905 Goda. E, R
Moi Druzya $$ Relaxed and friendly
Italian restaurant serving a variety of
pasta, risotto and fish dishes. Extensive
wine menu. Noon-midnight. 22 1st
Tverskaya–Yamskaya Ul., (495) 2511116/7868, M. Mayakovskaya. E
Pasta della Mamma $$$
Many kinds of home-made pasta and
pizza. From noon to midnight. 12/9
Spiridonyevskiy Per.,
(495) 730-5600, M. Pushkinskaya.
Pinocchio $$$$ Gourmet dining.
Italian chef and sommelier, Cuban
cigars. Wi-Fi. Noon-last diner. 5/7
Kamergersky Per., (495) 299-7361,
M. Okhotny Ryad. E, R
Prego Pizza & Pasta $$$
Traditional Italian cuisine and decor.

10am-12pm. 6 Dolgorukovskaya Ul.,
(495)785-7895,
M. Novoslobodskaya. E, B
Semifreddo Little bit of everything –
special set from chef. Large list of
wines, sparkling wines, grappa and
cognacs. Noon-11pm. 2 Rossolimo Ul.,
(495) 248-6169, M. Park Kultury
Settebello $$$$ Classic Italian menu
with a Russian twist. Cozy coffee
lounge. Noon-last diner. 3 SadovayaSamotechnaya Ul.,
(495) 299-1656/ 3039, M. Tsvetnoi
Bulvar. K, R
Spago $$$ Stylish restaurant with a
wide range of pastas. Live music.
Noon-11pm. 1 Bolshoi Zlatoustinsky
Per., (495) 921-3797,
M. Lubyanka. E, B
Syr $$$$ Charming Italian restaurant
with a wine lounge on the second floor.
Noon-last diner. 16/2 SadovayaSamotechnaya Ul., (495) 209-7770,
M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar. E, R
Tesoro $$$ Modern Italian food
including over fifteen varieties of
pizza. Good venue for business or
romantic dinners. Live pianist
evenings. 10am-11pm. 4 Romanov
Per., (Romanov Business Center), (495)
937-7730, M. Tverskaya. E, B
Tutto-Bene $$$$ Bright, eclectic
decor with cuisine from different Italian provinces. Vegetarian menu available. Good selection of Italian and
French wines. Noon-11pm. 1/15 Kotelnicheskaya Nab.,
(495) 234-3223, 915-2610,
M. Kitai-Gorod. E, B
North-West
Pinocchio $$$$ Gourmet dining.
Italian chef and sommelier, Cuban
cigars. Wi-Fi. Noon-last diner.
4/2 Kutuzovsky Pr.,
(495) 243-5688, M. Kutuzovskaya.
South
Cicco Club $$$ Family-friendly classic Italian restaurant with a winter garden. Specialises in Italian wines. 8-10
Azovskaya Ul., (495) 310-3611,
M. Nakhimovsky Prospekt. B, E
Da Cicco $$$$ Family-oriented Italian dining. Good wine list. 11am–midnight. 13/12 Profsoyuznaya Ul., (495)
125-1196, M. Profsoyuznaya. E, R
Giardino Italiano $$ Warm and
relaxed Sicilian restaurant specialising
in handmade pastas and seafood. Generous portions. Noon-11pm. 37 Leninsky Prospekt, (495) 958-1292,
M. Leninsky Prospekt. B, E
ISRAELI
Centre
Tsimmis $$$$ Cuisine is comprised
of original, carefully-collected home
recipes. Beautiful interiors. Separate
kosher area with its own kitchen and
grill. Noon-midnight. Kosher kitchen
closed Sat. 3 Novoslobodskaya Ul.,
(495) 973-0873,
M. Novoslobodskaya. E, K, R
JAPANESE
Centre
Benihana $$$-$$$$ Japanese
Teppan-style restaurant and fusion
lobby bar. Dishes skillfully prepared in
front of customers. Noon-midnight. 5
Pushkin Ploschad,
(495) 209-1023, M. Tverskaya. E, B
Dzhusto $$$$ Upscale Japanese
eatery. Sun-Thu noon–midnight, Fri-

Sat noon-2am. 9 Bolshoi Tolmachevsky Per.,
(495) 937-3750, 953 6595,
M. Tretyakovskaya. E, D, R, B
Khato $$$ Modern Japanese restaurant with diverse Japanese menu.
11am-midnight.
19 Bolshaya Nikitskaya Ul., Bldg.1,
(495) 290-2254, M. Arbatskaya. W, B
Little Japan $$ Arkady Novikov’s latest, this time Japanese cuisine of average price and standard. 1pm-1am. 12a
Bolshaya Dorogomilovskaya Ul.,
(495) 243-2133, M. Kievskaya.
Rikyu $$ Traditional Japanese cuisine
in stylish surroundings. Extensive
drinks menu includes plum wines and
gold-flaked sake. Noon-midnight. 26
Prospekt Mira, Bldg. 8,
(495) 937-8803,
M. Prospekt Mira. E, B, C
Sapporo $$$ Modern Japanese
restaurant with an extensive sushi and
sashimi menu. Noon-11pm. 14
Prospekt Mira, (495) 207-0198/8253,
M. Prospekt Mira. E, B
Seiji $$$$ Minimalist modern
Japanese restaurant with an elegantlycrafted and unusual menu. Noon-last
guest. 5/2 Komsomolsky Prospekt,
(495) 246-7624,
M. Park Kultury. E, B (6 options)
Tokyo $$$$$ Creative setting with
sophisticated Japanese food. Noonmidnight. 6 Ul.Varvarka (inside Rossiya
Hotel), (495) 298-5707/5374,
M. Kitai-Gorod. E, B
Yapona Mama $$ Japanese food in
modern, steely surroundings. SunThurs noon-last diner, Fri-Sat noon5am. 11 Tsvetnoi Bulvar, Bldg. 3,
(495) 921-6098, M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar.
R (Fri, Sat, Sun), K (Sat, Sun), B
Yellow Sea $$$$ Chinese and
Japanese cooking with a separate oyster menu. Chef’s specials, comprehensive wine and cigars list, summer
menu. Live gigs by international artists
on the summer terrace. Sun to Tue,
noon to 1.00 am, Wed to Sat, from
noon to 6.00. 27 Ul. Bolshaya Polyanka, (495) 953 9634/54, M. Polyanka
North
Bega Tokyo $$ Modern Japanese
restaurant in minimalist surroundings.
11am-11pm. 8th floor Hotel Bega, 11
Begovaya Alley, (495) 946-1733.
M. Begovaya, Dinamo E, B
KOREAN
Centre
Silla $$$ Korean food served in
pleasant surroundings. Live music,
plus a karaoke club attached. Noonmidnight. 1 Kamennaya Sloboda Per.,
(495) 241-1045/2521, M. Smolenskaya. E, R, B
South-East
Oreok $$ Pan-Asian menu.
11am–11pm. 26 Volgogradsky
Prospekt, 670-1300/9070,
M. Volgogradsky Prospekt. E, B
South-West
Royal Family $$$ Korean restaurant
where you order by pressing buttons
on the table. Spicy food and complimentary unlimited salads.10am–11pm.
15 Ul. Kosygina (Hotel Orlyonok),
(495) 939-8663/8551, M. Leninsky
Prospekt. E

Cost of dinner for one without drinks $ = to $15 $$ = $15-30 $$$ = $30-50 $$$$ = $50-100 $$$$$ = over $100
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LATIN AMERICAN
Centre
Atsteka $$$ Latin American with a
European touch. Live music. Sun-Thu
noon-1am, Fri-Sat noon-2am. 11/1
Novoslobodskaya Ul., (495) 972-0511,
M. Novoslobodskaya. E, D, R, B
Che $$ Pretend to be a revolutionary
while sipping on a “Cold War” cocktail
paired with Latino food. 24 hours.
10/2 Nikolskaya Ul.,
(495) 921-8117/7477, M. Kuznetsky
Most. E, R (in person), B
El Inka $$$ Pike-perch ceviche, paella and other South American classics
in an Incan interior. 11am-midnight.
10/7 Rozhdestvensky Bulvar,
(495) 928-2800, M. Chistiye Prudy. E,
K, R, B
Santa Fe $$$$ Thoughtfully-prepared Latin American food with a hint
of Mexican influence. Wi-Fi.
Sun-Wed noon-midnight, Thu-Sat
noon-3am. 5/1 Mantulinskaya Ul.,
Bldg. 6, 256-1487, M. Ulitsa 1905
Goda. E, R, B
MEDITERRANEAN
Centre
Cafe Del Sol $$$ Mediterranean
food in a Southern resort atmosphere.
Noon-11pm. 4/2 Kutuzovsky Prospekt,
(495) 243-2369/8, M. Kievskaya. E, R
Carpaccio $$$$ Innovative Mediterranean cuisine, inventive interior, and
an award-winning wine cellar. Noonlast diner. 40-42 Ul. Ostozhenka, (495)
246-6107, M. Park Kultury. E, R
Crab House $$$$ New York-style
Mediterranean restaurant and sushi
bar in the heart of town. Extensive
wine menu. Noon-midnight. 6 Tverskaya Ul., (495) 292-5359/5369,
M. Tverskaya. E, B
Noa $$$-$$$$ Elegant Mediterranean cafe and restaurant in sleek
surroundings. Wide range of seafood.
Cafe 11am-last diner, restaurant
12am-last diner. 7 Protochny Per.,
244-0777, M. Smolenskaya. E, R
(Fri, Sat), B
North-West
Isola $$$ Good views of the Moscow
River. Extensive wine menu.
Noon–midnight. 22/24 Kutuzovsky
Prospekt, Bashnya 2000,
(495) 730-4400, M. Kutuzovskaya. E
MEXICAN
Centre
Acapulco $$ Mexican cuisine with a
European influence. Good venue for
business or romantic dinners. Noonlast guest. 14 Ul. Petrovka,
(495) 200-4443, M. Kuznetsky Most.
E, B
MIDDLE EASTERN/NORTH
Centre
Ketama $$$ Moroccan food served
as you lounge on authentic rugs and
pillows. Remove your shoes at the
door. 24 hours. 5/6 Ul. Bolshaya
Dmitrovka, (495) 229-9268,
M. Teatralnaya. E
Muskat $$$ Chic Algerian cuisine in
a laid-back North African decor.
Hookahs available. Noon-midnight. 11
Novoslobodskaya Ul., (495) 973-5174,
M. Novoslobodskaya. E
Shafran $$$ Well-prepared Lebanese
cuisine served in modern yet comfortable settings. Noon-midnight. 12/9
Spiridonyevsky Per.(495) 737-9500,
M. Tverskaya, Mayakovskaya. E, D, R, B

PAKISTANI
Centre
Gandhara $$ Pakistani fusion food
and replicas of ancient Buddhist statues in a high-ceilinged interior. 12am12pm. 15 Rochdelskaya Ul., Bldg. 7,
255-9959, M. Ul.1905 Goda. E, R, B
PAN-ASIAN
Centre
5 Spice $$$ A splendid hodgepodge
of Chinese, Thai, and Indian dishes.
12am-12pm. 3/18 Sivtsev Vrazhek
Per., 203-1283, M. Kropotkinskaya.
E, B
IST Buffet $$ All the Chinese and
Japanese you can eat for a flat fee.
11am-midnight. 16 Novoslobodskaya
Ul., 973-1350, M. Novoslobodskaya.
Mao $$$ Chinese, Japanese, Thai and
Indian cuisine in an oriental setting.
Good selection of wines and teas.
Noon-last guest. 2a
Ul. 1905 Goda, 255-5955,
M. Ulitsa 1905 Goda. E, B
Pan Asia $$ Reasonably-priced Indian, Chinese and Japanese cuisine.
Friendly service.
11.30am-midnight. 30/2
Ul. Bolshaya Lubyanka, 924-4497,
M. Chistiye Prudy. E, B
Talk of the Town $$$ Cafe and restaurant serving a variety of Chinese and
North Indian dishes. Cafe 9am-10.30pm,
restaurant n12am-11pm. 113/1 Leninsky Prospekt, 956-5999, M. Leninsky
Prospekt. E, B,W
Tan $$$ Chinese Tan dynasty returns
with its delicacies and interiors.
Japanese menu.VIP rooms andhookah.
13 Oruzheiniy Per., 251-0877,
M. Mayakovskaya. E, B, K, R
SEAFOOD
Centre
Cutty Sark $$$ Seafood emphasis
on this maritime restaurant’s European-Japanese menu. Oyster bar and
sushi bar. Noon-last guest. 12 Novinsky Bulvar, 202-1312, M. Smolenskaya. E, B
Fish $$$ Cozy modern restaurant
near Patriarch’s Ponds with an extensive selection of seafood, fresh salads
and soups. Noon-midnight. 12/2
Kozikhinsky Per.,
(495) 209-4410, M. Tverskaya,
Mayakovskaya. EGreen $$$$ Catalonian offerings, fresh seafood. Noonmidnight. 12 Kutuzovsky Prospekt,
(495) 243-6407, M. Kutuzovskaya.
E, R
La Maree $$$$ Mediterranean
seafood restaurant in upscale minimalist surroundings. Noon 11.30pm. 28
Ul. Petrovka, (495) 200-0930,
M. Chekhovskaya. R
Market $$$ You choose the fish and
the way it should be prepared. Noonlast diner. 18 Sadovaya–Samotechnaya Ul., (495) 955-4448, 200-2905,
M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar. E, K
Porto Maltese $$$ Must for all
seafood lovers. Fresh ingredients are
imported 3-4 times a week
and are prepared in numerous ways –
as you wish. Decor makes
you feel that you are dining on board
ship. Noon to last diner.
3 Schmitovsky Proezd.
(495) 259-4759.
M. Komsomolskaya. E, R.

Rybny Bazar $$$ Stylishly modern
restaurant with international menu.
Specialties include both seafood and
meat dishes. 12am-12pm. 10/2
Trekhprudny Per.,
209-5444, M. Tverskaya. E, B
Sirena $$$$ Formal seafood
restaurant with live piano music. Good
choice for either a date or a slap-up
family meal. Noon-midnight. 15 Bolshaya Spasskaya Ul.,
(495) 208-0200,
M. Sukharevskaya. E, R
SPANISH
Centre
Los Bandidos $$$$ Designed after
the restaurant of the same name in
Puerto Banus, Spain. Traditional Spanish food from Andalucia and Catalonia.
From noon to last guest. 7 Ul. Bolshaya
Ordynka, 953 0466, M. Tretyakovskay
Centre
Tibet Kitchen $$$ Tibetan cuisine
with a Chinese influence. Friendly
service and a laid-back ambience.
Noon–11pm. 5/6 Kamergersky Per.,
(495) 923-2422, 961-3441,
M. Tverskaya. E, B.
UZBEK
Centre
Beloye Solntse Pustyni $$$$
Uzbek-Arab cuisine featuring laghman,
manty and homemade fruit jams. Belly
dancing and live music after 8pm.
Noon-3am. 29/14 Neglinnaya Ul.,
(495) 209-7525, M. Tsvetnoi Bulvar. E
Khodzha Nasreddin v Khive $$$ 2
halls with splendid interiors.
Traditional dishes can be prepared in
front of you. Noon-midnight,

10 Ul. Pokrovka, (495) 917-0444,
M. Kitai-Gorod, Chistiye Prudy. E. Restaurant’s summer terrace is called
Achuchuk Chaikhana,
offers a smaller menu, lesser
prices, and is situated on the opposite
side of the street at 5 Ul. Pokrovka,
(495) 973-9357, M. Kitai-Gorod
Khodzha Nasreddin v
Bukhare $$$
Images of old town are carefully
reconstructed with all details brought
in from Uzbekistan. 3 Ul. Novoslobodskaya, (495) 973-0514, M. Novoslobodskaya
Rakhat Lukum $$ Uzbek restaurant
conveniently located near Teatralnaya
Ploschad. Unusual interior. 11am-midnight. 9 Ul. Bolshaya Dmitrovka,
(495) 514-6478,
M. Teatralnaya. 10 Klimentovsky per.,
Bldg.2, (495) 953-9194, M.
Tretyakovksya 24 hours 6 Ul. Pokrovka, (495) 923-8022,
M. Kitay-gorod 24 hours
Uzbekistan $$$$ Oriental decor,
including hookahs and cushions.
Uzbek food with Arab and Chinese
touches. Belly dancing. Rooster fights
on Mondays. Noon-midnight.
29/14 Neglinnaya Ul.,923-0585,
M. Teatralnaya. E, K, R (Thu, Fri, Sat)
VIETNAMESE
Centre
Shanti $$$ Vietnamese restaurant
featuring traditional and fusion dishes.
Foreign guest DJs
on Saturdays. Wi-Fi. Noon–last guest.
2/1 Myasnitsky Proyezd,
(495) 783-6868, M. Chistiye Prudy. E,
R (Fri, Sat)

Cost of dinner for one without drinks $ = to $15 $$ = $15-30 $$$ = $30-50
$$$$ = $50-100 $$$$$ = over $100
E = English-language menu B = Business lunch R = Reservations recommended
K = Kids menu D = Delivery
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For the Record
PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN
On the eve of the G8 Summit in St. Petersburg, President
Vladimir Putin gave a series of interviews to foreign television stations, where he confidently expressed his views on a number of
topics.

ON SUCCESSION
In 2008, Russia will have a new President. Who it will be and
whether that person will follow the Putin policy line is a question of
speculation. As for the President amending the constitution so he
can run for a third term, he rejects that option: “Because the President of Russia is the guarantor of the Constitution. It is the President’s
direct responsibility to guarantee its stability, and I think that this stability is precisely one of our greatest achievements of recent years.
We cannot have a stable situation in the country if we destabilize
the Constitution,” he stressed to his interlocutors.
“I will do everything I can to ensure that everyone in the Russian
Federation, starting with the head of state, respects the laws of
this country.”
ON RUSSIA’S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE
“Not everyone in the West has understood that the Soviet Union
has disappeared from the political map of the world and that a
new country has emerged with new humanist and ideological
principles at the foundation of its existence. I see that some still
base their positions on an outdated view of the world, but I think
that the situation is changing quite fast,” he told French TV.
“Concerning Russia’s image, of course we can no doubt use
some special means to improve our image by promoting information on the real situation in the Russian Federation. But sooner
or later everything will fall into place in any event, because life
itself will show just how fundamentally Russia has changed and
how its role in the modern world is changing.“
ON DEMOCRACY
“We went from the tsarist regime straight into communism and
only at the beginning of the 1990’s made a decisive step
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towards developing democratic institutions. We made this choice
for ourselves because the practice of recent decades in the
world has shown that democratic organization of society is the
only way forward. It is an essential condition for effective development. And if we want to be an effective country and this is
what we want, then we must adhere to these rules. This is what
we shall do.”
“The early 1990s saw the collapse of the Soviet Union. This was
a very difficult time for our economy. Our social system broke
down entirely. You were living here and you saw all of this. In
reality, our country was balancing on the edge of preserving its
statehood. This was a huge country, after all, hard to govern,
lurching from one crisis to another, and it was easy to manipulate
it and influence its domestic and foreign policy. And suddenly in
the space of just five or six years everything has changed quite
radically, but some of our partners have not lost their desire to
manage and dictate the situation within Russia and to influence
our foreign policy. And so they have begun feverishly looking
round for those levers through which to exert influence, but little
opportunity remains today for influencing Russia.”
ON CHECHNYA
“It was not us who began the war in 1999. Back then, international
terrorist groups launched an attack on Dagestan, also a Muslim
republic, from Chechen territory, and the Muslims of Dagestan,
together with a large part of the Chechen population, fought back
against these terrorists. Only later did our regular armed forces
come to their aid. Only later,” he told French TV.
“We had no choice but to take this action. I think that any country
would rise to the defense of its territorial integrity, because in this
case we were not just trying to stamp out a hotbed of terrorism in
the North Caucasus and in Chechnya in particular. For us it was
clear that if we allowed the creation of a fundamentalist state from
the Caspian to the Black Sea, this would spill over into other parts
of Russia where Muslims are a large part of the population.
“This was a question of the survival of the Russian Federation itself,
of our statehood, and I think that all of our actions were justified.”
ON RELIABILITY AS AN ENERGY PARTNER
“When in the middle of the 1970s Germany and the USSR
thought of constructing a gas pipeline system to provide German
consumers with our natural gas, America was against this. At the
time they talked about the unreliability, the problems related to
possible dependence on the USSR. And we both know that no
dependence ensued.”
“Moreover, the Berlin Wall fell with the support of the Soviet
Union and Germany was united. And despite all the difficulties
and dramatic events of that period, Russia has been a most reliable supplier for over 40 years,“ he told German television.
ON IRAQ AFTER SADDAM HUSSEIN
“I think that there are greater prospects now for making life
better, but from the security point of view the situation has
worsened and a real threat that the state will collapse has
emerged. People are talking about this more and more often
now. If this does happen it will be a major event with farreaching and perhaps negative consequences for the region
as a whole.
“In terms of the economic and welfare situation, things have not
improved. I say once again that there is hope for the future now
and we all want to see these hopes realized,” he told NBC.

